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Miss South Dakota Scholarship Foundation
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
2028, 2029 and 2030 Miss South Dakota Competition Host City

The Board of Directors on behalf of the South Dakota Scholarship Foundation (SDSF) hereby request letters of interest and proposals to host the Miss South Dakota and Miss South Dakota Outstanding Teen Competition in years 2028, 2029, and 2030, with the opportunity to extend for an additional 2 years. 
History:  The South Dakota Scholarship Foundation has been granted the state franchise from the Miss America Organization (MAO) to hold a state competition as a preliminary to the Miss America Competition.  In addition, it also is awarded the rights for the Miss South Dakota Outstanding Teen Competition as a preliminary to the Miss America Outstanding Teen National Competition.  The Miss America Organization, a 501(c)4 non-profit organization, is the nation’s leading advocate for women’s education and the largest provider of scholarship assistance to young women in the United States, awarding millions of dollars annually in cash awards and in-kind tuition waivers.  MAO is comprised of 51 organizations, including all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  Miss America candidates, at both the state and local level, contribute tens of thousands of community service hours annually. 
For 71 years (1947 – 2018) Miss South Dakota was held in the City of Hot Springs where each year one young lady was chosen to wear the Miss South Dakota crown.  The Competition has been held in Brookings  since 2019 (with no pagent held in 2020 due to Covid)   (Candidate numbers have fluctuated throughout the years, but most recent have averaged 16 Miss and 14 Teen candidates.  These young ladies bring family and friends to the host city in support during the 3-day competition.  The annual event also draws many Forever Miss South Dakota’s to come “home” and welcome a new member to their Sisterhood.  At the 70th Reunion in 2015 there were 42 Forever Miss South Dakota’s who returned for the competition.  


The following areas of need have been identified to host the state competition.  Please provide detailed information in your proposal addressing each of the areas below.

Host City Information
-City Name:
-City Population:
-Name of individual/group submitting proposal:
-Address:
-Contact person:
-Contact person phone:
-Email:

Proposed Venue/Site of State Competition
-Name of Venue
-Seating Capacity (minimum seating of 400)
-Stage Size (provide diagram to 1/4" scale)
-Conference room with private restroom access for judges 
-Dressing Room(s) for Miss and Teen candidates as well as male/female entertainers
-Ticket management system
-Light and Sound system

Date Requirements 
Early to Mid-June preferred but dates negotiable - with candidate arrival Sunday afternoon or early Monday morning
-Preliminary Competitions Thursday and Friday
-Final Competition Saturday

Lodging Needs
-10 hotel rooms for judges and judge coordinators, Tuesday through Sunday
-10 hotel rooms for Board of Directors and Production Staff, Sunday through Sunday
-Double or single room lodging for the candidates Sunday through Sunday
-Hotel block room rates or other accommodates (i.e., dorm rooms, etc)

Food Needs
-Snacks and water during rehearsals
-Welcome Event Sunday evening for candidates and board members 
-Food and beverages for breakfast, lunch and dinner for candidates, entertainers, and volunteers Monday through Saturday 
-Meals for Judges and Judges Committee Tuesday evening through Saturday evening.

Marketing and Promotion – including, but not limited to:
-Event promotion 
-Special Events for Miss/Teen Candidates
-Welcome Event
-Public appearances for Miss/Teen Candidates
-Service projects
-Tours 
-Parade
-Business sponsor visits
-Transportation to and from all scheduled events.

Scholarship Assistance
-Scholarship donations from local and regional sponsors to support the Scholarship Fund.

Proposal Budget (estimated costs provided by Host City through donations and in-kind support)
Proposed Expenses covered by Host City
-Venue cost including production costs (stage setup / teardown, equipment rental, etc,)
-Lodging cost 
-Food 
-Marketing / Promotion 
-Special Events / Transportation 
- Additional expenses (ex. Personnel, equipment, piano tuning, etc,) that would be required 

Projected Revenue to SDSF
-Advertising/Marketing/Promotion
-Ticket sales 
-Other 

Overall Package Benefit $________________

Anticipated cost to SDSF if competition is held in proposed Host City $____________

Key Decision Factors
Selection will be based on a number of criteria, with special consideration given to the following factors:

Seating Capacity
Stage Size
Ticket Management Options
Light and Sound Capabilities
Dates Available
Judges Lodging 
Board Member Lodging
Contestant Lodging
Meals/Snacks Provided
Event Promotion
Special Events for Contestants and Judges
Scholarship Dollars 
Overall package proposal

Proposals may include a descriptive narrative, indicating additional information above and beyond the minimum criteria above.  Special consideration will be given to other additional factors that would enhance the pageant experience for contestants, judges, guests, and board members.

The Miss South Dakota Scholarship Foundation reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to negotiate with any city submitting a proposal

Proposals are due to the address listed above by July 1, 2026. 
Contact Information:  September Kirby, SDSF Board President, September.kirby@misssd.org or 605-691-6745   or Tari McClung  rkcastle@gwtc.net

The Board may elect to tour proposed venues prior to selection.
Venue to be announced post crowning at the 2027 pageant in Brookings on June 5, 2027.  
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