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Repenting 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

W E S T E R N  C R A N S T O N  

F E B R U A R Y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 6  



8 0 0  P I P P I N  O R C H A R D  R O A D  
C R A N S T O N ,  R I  0 2 9 2 1   

HOLY APOSTLES CHURCH 

 

Established July 25, 1991   �   Church dedicated July 24, 1994 

Community Life Center dedicated June 30, 2001  
 

Reverend William J. Ledoux 
Pastor / wjl@holyapostles.com 
 

Monsignor Albert A. Kenney 
In Residence 
 

Monsignor Richard D. Sheahan 
Pastor Emeritus 
 

Monsignor Paul D. Theroux 
Pastor Emeritus 
 

Deacon Gregory P. Albanese 
DeaconGreg33@gmail.com 

 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptism 
Parents are asked to contact the Deacon early in the pregnancy. Parents are 
reminded that the selection of sponsors must be made according to 
regulations speci�ed in Canon Law. Information regarding these regulations 
will be forwarded upon request. 
 

Marriage 
Engaged couples are asked to make an appointment with Father at least one 
year in advance of their planned date of marriage. In addition, at least one of 
the individuals planning marriage must be a registered and active member 
of the parish. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday Vigil 
5:00 PM 

 
 

Sunday 
8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
 

Weekday 
Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM 

Parish O�ce Hours  
Monday to Friday 
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 
 

Our Administrative O�ces are located  
in the Community Life Center. 

 
 

Phone --- 401-946-5586 
 
 

Fax --- 401-946-5066 
 
 

Email Address 
parisho�ce@holyapostles.com  

 
 

Website 
www.holyapostles.com 

 

New Parishioners – Welcome to Holy Apostles! For your convenience, 
registration forms are available on our website www.holyapostles.com. 
Please �ll the form out and return it to the parish o�ce. Also, we encourage 
you to introduce yourself to Fr. Ledoux, our pastor. 

PARISH MINISTRIES & SERVICES 
 

Apostles of Mercy 
Stephen Forleo ------------------ 401-885-1958 
 

CAL Basketball 
Anthony Vescera --------------- 401-580-0747 
hacalbball@gmail.com 
 

Men of St. Joseph 
Steve Kogut ---------------------- 401-580-2452 
James Chrones  ----------------- 401-822-1595 
 

Prayer Network 
Christine Dooley --------------- 401-946-5586 
 

Trustees 
Barbara Papi�o ----------------- 401-828-5751 
Manuel Silva--------------------- 401-943-6719 
 
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

Michael Santilli ---------- Pastoral Associate/ 
Director of Religious Education & Youth  
Ministry / mjs@holyapostles.com 
 

Erika Damiani-Millard ------ Coord. of Rel. 
Education Gr. 1-8/em@holyapostles.com 
 

Ma�hew Gebhart ------------------ Bookkeeper 
mg@holyapostles.com 
 

Christine Dooley ---- Administrative Coord. 
cad@holyapostles.com 
 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Mark Colozzi -------------------------- Director 
chsebandz@gmail.com / 401-524-4364 
 

Cookie Rodi ---------------------------- Director 
divarodi@hotmail.com / 401-323-6679 
 

John Norigian ------------------------ Organist 
johnnorigian@gmail.com / 401-215-8766 

Penance 
Saturdays from  
4:00 to 4:30 PM 

 
 

Sacrament  
of the Sick 

Please call to receive 
this Sacrament of 

comfort & healing. 
 
 

Communion Calls 
Please call the 
parish o�ce to 
request a visit. 



First Sunday of Lent ~ February 22, 2026 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
On Ash Wednesday, we began our Lenten 

Pilgrimage with Jesus as we prepare to celebrate 
Easter. However, we have some way to go with 
Jesus and each other before we can experience the 
joy and new life of Easter. Our gospel this Sunday 
sees Jesus being led into the desert. The gospel 
puts it rather more seriously than Jesus being led 
into the desert! It opens with the words; The Spirit 
drove Jesus into the wilderness (desert) and 
remained with him for forty days. Why was Jesus 
led or driven in to the desert? 

The desert in Jewish history is very 
important. When God freed and saved the People 
of Israel from slavery in Egypt, they spent forty 
years in the desert. They wandered and sometimes 
got lost as they tried to find their way to the 
Promised Land. This was not an easy journey for 
them. At times they lost faith in each other and in 
God. They forgot the promise that God made with 
them; ‘I will be your God and you will be my 
people.’  As they made their way through the 
desert, many would have stopped travelling and 
settled near the closest oasis or watering hole. 
Some others would have joined other tribes and 
religions that they met on along the way. 
Famously, when they were at their lowest, they 
made a statue of a golden calf and began to 
worship it. They had forgotten where they had 
come from, what God had done for them and lost 
sight of where God was leading them. 
 It is no surprise that we begin Lent with 
Jesus in the desert. Like his ancestors, he too is 
tried, tested and tempted. However, Jesus refused 
to give up or give in so quickly or so easily. 
Although our gospel for this Sunday we read from 
the gospel of St. Matthew, it gives us more 
information about what might have happened to 
Jesus. He is tempted with the false gifts of power, 
prestige and wealth. His power and identity come 
from God. Jesus knows who he is, where he 
comes from and where he is going on his own 
journey. He leaves the desert with these powerful 
words which he offers us today; ‘The time has 
come, the kingdom of God is close at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the Good News.’ What is 
this Good News that Jesus asks us to hear and 

believe? It is the good news that each of us is 
created, loved and forgiven by God. 
 As we begin our own Lenten journey 
today, we need to recall and remember that we are 
not setting out on this journey on our own. God is 
with us walking by our side very step of way. 
When we are tempted, we need to follow the 
example of Jesus. He did not rely on his own 
strength. He turned to God and asked for help 
which he received. We will not be able to walk the 
Lenten journey on our own. We need to realize 
that like Jesus, we too need God’s help, support, 
guidance and protection. Whenever we feel tired 
or ready to give up or give in, we need to turn to 
God for encouragement. We know that God will 
be with us during Lent as God was with Jesus 
when he was in the desert. God will never leave us 
alone. 
 

Have a good week! 
Fr. Ledoux 

 

 
 

� WEEKDAY MASS ~

Monday - Friday at 8:30 AM.

� SACRAMENT OF PENANCE ~

every Saturday afternoon 
from 4:00 to 4:30pm

� PRIVATE PRAYER before the BLESSED 
SACRAMENT ~

� STATIONS OF THE CROSS ~



First Sunday of Lent ~ February 22, 2026 

 
The 2026 Catholic Charity Appeal has officially 
begun. This year’s theme is “One Hope, One 
Faith”. Our parish goal is $133,665, with an 
overall diocesan goal of $7.7 million.  This 
weekend we have our direct appeal, but you don’t 
have to wait. All donations, now or later, will be 
credited toward our parish goal.  Please 
prayerfully consider a gift to the appeal as we 
strive for 100% parish participation. Visit 
 givecentral.org/2026CCA to make your 
difference today.  
 
 
 

 
Parish Lenten Collection 
Sponsored by the Apostles of Mercy 

Donations can be put in the boxes at the entrances 
of the Church.  

Homeless kits (travel sized body wash, comb, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, body lotion, wet wipes in a 
clear gallon size bag. 

Family Size Personal Hygiene Products – 
specifically bar soap, toothpaste, shampoo & 
conditioner 

Laundry detergent, dish soap & household 
cleansers 

 

ITALIAN NIGHT – 

 
 

 
The Holy Apostles Men of St. Joseph meet 
twice a month for fellowship and discussion. 
Men of all ages are invited to attend. For 
more information, please visit the RI Men of 
St Joseph website at: https://www.mosji.org/ 
 

Next Meeting: February 28th at 7:00PM 
 

 
 
 



First Sunday of Lent ~ February 22, 2026 

 

Catholic School (Grades K-8)  
Tuition Assistance  

 

 In order to ensure objectivity, the Diocesan 
Catholic School Office’s policy requires that 
parents complete a financial aid application form 
that may be obtained from the Catholic school the 
child attends or plans to attend next year. In 
addition, a written letter (no emails) requesting 
consideration for assistance must be submitted to 
Fr. Ledoux no later than April 30th. Please 
mark your envelope with Tuition 
Assistance. 
 
 

-Families requesting assistance must follow 
church law on fulfilling the "Sunday" 
obligation to attend Mass.  It should also be by 
way of exception that a family attends Mass in a 
parish other than Holy Apostles.  
-At least one parent must be involved in a 
parish program/ministry.  
-Families must be regular contributors to the 
parish budget using the weekly envelopes or through 
Faith Direct. 
 
 
 
 
 

SSTTEEWWAARRDDSSHHIIPP    
 

 
 

Time and Talent - We wish to thank all those 
parishioners who are always so willing to pitch in 
and lend a helping hand.  Their participation 
contributes to the vibrancy of our community. 
 

Treasure – Thank you for your financial 
support. 
 

OOnline Giving with  
Parish Soft Giving 

After the joyful summer months, the Fall season is 
a great time to streamline your giving and provide 
steady, consistent support that helps us be ready 
with programs, services, and ministries for our 
church families and for those in our community. 
Your recurring gifts will help strengthen our parish 
and sustain our ministries throughout the year, 
even if you need to miss a Sunday Mass.  
 
It’s easy to get started. Here are the ways to sign 
up: 
� Call ParishSOFT Customer Service at 866-

930-4774 option 6 
� Log in to: giving.parishsoft.com/giving/FD-18 

 

 
�  

Sunday, March 15, 2026 
 

2:00pm 
 

*Rehearsal for Candidate and Sponsor  

will be Tuesday, March 10th @ 5:30pm 

 
 
APOSTLES OF MERCY 

 
Thanks to all for your ongoing weekly 

contributions of food items for our needy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We are continuing to collect diapers (all sizes) 
to share with families from St. Charles.   
 
 
 

Prayer Network 
 

For Special Intentions of a serious nature, please 
call the parish. 

Private Prayer    
 

The Church is open during the week for visits and 
private prayer.  Quiet time with the Lord is time 
that will be graced and blessed by God.  Please 
enter by the Community Life Center. 

 
 

Please support the businesses  

Who advertise in our weekly bulletin 
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2027 MASS BOOK 
 

   

Please note when booking Masses: 
One family may only book a maximum of 
THREE weekend Masses for the calendar 
year.  This will give other families a greater 
opportunity to have their intention Masses on 
the weekend.   Further, we are scheduling 
TWO daily Mass intentions per Mass to allow 
so many more intention Masses for the year.  
We hope with these increases, the 
opportunity to accommodate more families 
that want special intention Masses on 
weekends. Payment for the mass intention 
should be made at the time of scheduling. 

 
Weekday Masses are $15   
Weekend Masses are $30 

Altar Bread /Sanctuary Lamps are $20 
  
 
Please pray for those serving our country 

 

MASS  

INTENTIONS 
 

 

Saturday 
 
 

Vigil: 1st Sunday of Lent                        

 

 

February 21 
 

5:00 PM  

 

Mafalda Cascione 
Requested by Family 
 

 

Sunday 

 

First Sunday of Lent  

 

February 22 
 

8:30 AM 

 

Gloria Connolly (Birthday Rem.) 
Requested by Lynne & Bud Craddock 

 

11:00 AM 

 

Mia Hanley (5th Anniversary) 
Requested by Family 

�

�The Sanctuary Candle is offered this week in memory of 
Eileen Pellegrino (Birthday Rem.) requested by Family. 

�The Altar Bread is offered this week in memory of 
Anthony (Month’s Mind) & Judith (3rd Anniversary) 
Barile (Anniversary) requested by Family. 
 

 
 

Monday 
 
 

Lenten Weekday 

 

February 23 
 

8:30 AM 
 

For the People 
 

 

Tuesday 
 

Lenten Weekday 

 

February 24 
 

8:30AM 
 

  

 

Susan Donat (Month’s Mind) 
Requested by Emilia Monteiro 
 

 
 

Wednesday 
 
 

 Lenten Weekday 

 

 

February 25 
 

8:30 AM  

 

 

 

Domenic Ferri (4th Anniversary) 
Requested by Wife & Family 
 

 

Thursday 
 
 

Lenten Weekday 
 

February 26 
 
 

8:30 AM 
 

Edward Nowak Sr. 
Requested by Ed & Meredith Nowak & Family 
David C. DePetrillo  
Requested by Wife, Jean 
 

 

Friday 
 
 

Lenten Weekday 
 

 
 

February 27 
 

 

8:30AM 
 

Emilio & Rose DelFino 
Requested by Family 
Walter Tassinari 
Requested by Children 
 

 

Saturday 

 
 

Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent                        

 

 

February 28 
 

5:00 PM  

 

Desiree M. Marcello (13th Anniversary) 
Requested by Family 
 

 

Sunday 
 

Second  Sunday of Lent  

 

March 1 
 

8:30 AM 
 

Gary Troiani (Birthday Rem.) 
Requested by Troiani Family 

 

11:00 AM 
 

Charles & Doris Stepinski (Anniversary) 
Requested by Daughter, Susan Choquette 

 



The Renee Moussally Team - Coldwell Banker Realty
1000 Division Street, Unit 15 • East Greenwich, RI 02818

Cell: 401.499.9049
Renee.Moussally@CBRealty.com
www.reneesellsri.com

Renee Moussally, REALTOR®

401-640-8872 • yasmine@accuraterecords-bookkeeping.com
www.AccurateRecords-Bookkeeping.com

1150 Reservoir Avenue, Suite 204 • Cranston, RI 02920

YASMINE PAOLINO, MBA

ACCURATE RECORDS
BOOKKEEP I NG  SOLUT IONS

845 Oaklawn Ave
Cranston, RI

02920

Lic# 1309MPF • Lic# 1669MP

Junk Removal 
Trash Pick Up
Landscaping
Appliance Removal
Furniture Removal
Carpet Removal
Mattress Removal
Computer/Electronics
Demolition
Pool Demolition

Spring/Fall Cleanup
Construction Debris
Attic Clean Outs
Basement Clean Out
Garage Clean Outs
Estate Clean Outs
Office Clean Outs
Compost Delivery
Yard Debris
Snow Plowing

CALL, TEXT, EMAIL 
FOR FREE ESTIMATES

401-286-8407
SIVOANDSONS@GMAIL.COM

Disposal &
Landscape

Services

COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

www.RFeoleLandscaping.com

Weekly Lawn Maintenance • Mulch & Stones
Fall & Spring Cleanups • Loam, Seed, Sod, Hydroseeding

Specializing in Stone Work: Pavers, Walks, Patios

RI Contractors Lic. #27639

Full Fertilizer Program • Weed & Insect Control 
    Aeration & Over Seeding 
         Mosquito Spraying
    Flea & Tick Applications

715 Putnam Pike, Greenville, RI
401-949-1333 www.villageretirement.com

219C (CK) Holy Apostles Parish, Cranston	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836	 inside

Either Ore Jewelers
1500 ATWOOD AVE., JOHNSTON

Repairs, Custom Work, Appraisals
WE BUY GOLD, STERLING & DIAMONDS

EitherOreJewelersOnline.com
Ralph Manzi

401-274-2126

GREENHOUSES
& FARMS

401-827-5000 • www.confredas.com

Garden Center	 Farmers Market
Bakery	D eli

Michael P. Tasca - President
Susan M. Tasca - Funeral Director

Kenneth A. Hughes - Funeral Director
Seyward L. Guthrie - Funeral Director
Robert J. Lepore - Asst. to the Director

Thomas A. Bengaff - Ambassador

Four Generations of  
Dignified Service Since 1888...

4 Hope Furnace Road • Hope, RI • www.rufinopizzeria.com

Pizza • Calzones • Wings
Subs & More

Delivery • Dine In • Take Out
Catering For All Occasions

401-826-1444by Chef Dom

ADVERTISERS

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR

THEY SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

401.595.9642
theblindguyonline.com



www.BeausoleilAndSonsInc.com

ANTHONY CUCCA
General Contractors

401-996-5073
Licensed & Insured | Free Estimates

Operated By 
The Armstrong Family

401-944-5294
e-mail: barmstrong@designfabricators.com

72 Stamp Farm Rd., Cranston, R.I.

architectural
woodwork

design

     fabricators

219C (CK) Holy Apostles Parish, Cranston	 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836	 outside

Lawn Care	 Free Estimates
Landscape Const.	 Landscape Lighting

EXTERIOR DESIGN
Complete Landscape Service

Commercial • Residential

831-8928
Anthony DiRaimo ~ Lic./Ins. Reg. #3215

BRANCH FLOOR 
COVERING, INC.

Ralph Buehrer
Commercial · Residential

Carpet - Tile - Linoleum - Laminate
Sales and Expert Installation

Competitive Prices & Personal Service

943-2600
310 Atwood Avenue • Cranston, RI 02920

Est. 1989


