LITURGICAL CALENDAR OF THE
MONTH AND EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
29. Feast Day of Archangels; Raphael, Gabriel and
Michael-----No morning Mass.
Mass: 6:00PM----------- Old Church.

HAPPY FEAST OF ST. RAPHAEL,
THE PATRON SAINT OF OUR
PARISH CHURCH

[ LEGACY OF ST. RAPHAEL

St. Raphael is one of the seven Archangels who stand before
the throne of the Lord, and one of the only three mentioned by
name in the Bible. He appears, by name, only in the Book of’
Tobit. Raphael's name means "God heals." This identity came
about because of the biblical story that claims he "healed" the
earth when it was defiled by the sins of the fallen angels in the
apocryphal book of Enoch. Disguised as a human in the Book
of Tobit, Raphael refers to himself as "Azarias the son of the
great Ananias" and travels alongside Tobit's son, Tobiah. Once
Raphael returns from his journey with Tobiah, he declares to
Tobit that he was sent by the Lord to heal his blindness and
deliver Sarah, Tobiah's future wife, from the demon
Asmodeus. It is then that his true healing powers are revealed
and he makes himself known as "the angel Raphael, one of the
seven, who stand before the Lord" Tobit 12:15. The demon
Asmodeus killed every man Sarah married on the night of the
wedding, before the marriage could be consummated. Raphael
guided Tobiah and taught him how to safely enter the marriage
with Sarah. Raphael is credited with driving the evil spirit from
Sarah and restoring Tobit's vision, allowing him to see the light
of Heaven and for receiving all good things through his
intercession. Although only the archangels Gabriel and
Michael are mentioned by name in the New Testament, the
Gospel of John speaks of the pool at Bethesda, where many ill
people rested, awaiting the moving of the water. "An angel of
the Lord descended at certain times into the pond; and the
water was moved. And he that went down first into the pond
after the motion of the water was made whole of whatsoever
infirmity he lay under" John 5:1-4. Because of the healing
powers often linked to Raphael, the angel spoken of is
generally associated with St. Raphael, the Archangel’s.
Raphael is the patron saint of travelers, the blind, bodily ills,
happy meetings, nurses, physicians and medical workers. He
is often pictured holding a staff and either holding or standing
on a fish. His feast day is celebrated on September 29, along
with St. Michael and St. Gabriel. Raphael's role as a guide and
healer in the Book of Tobit has made him one of the most
beloved and invoked archangels in the Catholic tradition,
particularly for those seeking healing, guidance on journeys,
or protection from evil spirits.

OLD HISTORICAL CHURCH

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Ronaldo Guzman, MS — Pastor
Dcn. Bambi Emayo — Deacon

Office Secretary — Sr. Roselyne Mawpat,
MSMHC

Parish Accounting Manager:
Michele Lum

Volunteer Accountant:
Mercedes Casticimo (as needed)

Volunteer Bookkeeper:
Marina Pascua

Volunteer - PDS
Laure Dietterle

Religious Education Director:
Sr. Roselyne Mawpat, MSMHC

Food Pantry:
Benymar Tapucol

Filipino Catholic Club:
Lydia Rebugio

Pastoral Council:
Jacquelyn Contrades

Finance Council:
Jeanette Liberato

St. Raphael will be the first Catholic church on Kauai to offer columbarium niche for both register and non- register
parishioners, with installation extended December 2026 as part of the parish 185" anniversary celebration. We continually
encouraged you to patronize our columbarium so we can remember your loved ones in the Mass.

Baptism: Submit application form and
required papers to the Parish Office. Baptism
class will be scheduled upon receipt of
completed applications. Baptism is usually
held on Sunday after the 9:30AM Mass.

First Holy Communion and Confirmation:
Contact the Office for more information.

Marriage: Contact the Parish Office for more
information at least six months before
wedding.

OCIA: Contact the Parish Office for more
information.

Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Parish
Office for scheduling the visit.

Funerals: Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
Oldest Catholic Church on Kauai — est.
1841
3011 Hapa Road, Koloa, Hawaii 96756
Phone: (808) 742-1955
Fax: (808) 742-1845
Fr. Ronaldo Guzman, MS Cell: (808) 482-

7601

Website: St-Raphael-kauai.org

Email: straphael@rcchawaii.org

NEW CHURCH

BOTH CHURCHES — SAME ADDRESS

“MVhich of the two
did the will of

his father?”

Matthew 21:31, NRSV

Twenty- Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 27, 2026
SCHEDULE OF MASSES

Daily Mass Monday — Friday: 7:00 AM (Old Church)

Wednesday: O.L.P.H Novena (After Mass)

Thursday: Our Lady Of La Salette Novena (After Mass)

Saturday: Novena to St. Raphael & Rosary (7.30 AM. Mass — 8.00 AM)
Healing Mass: (Every First Saturday only)- 8.00 AM

Saturday (Vigil Mass): 5.00 PM (NewChurch)

Sunday (Mass): 7:00 AM (New Church) 9:30 AM (New Church)
Reconciliation: 30 Minutes before Mass on the weekends in the Parish Office

Sacrament of the Sick: Call the Parish Office at (808) 742-1955 to schedule an appointment



September & October Birthdays

Casticimo Clarissa 28
Liberato Rodolfo 28
Kaneshiro Brianna 29
Contrades Jacquelyn 30
Laborte Cheylee 30
Agoot Jeannie 1

Pascua Gemi 1

Rabena Lourdes 1

May God bless you and grant you
the wishes of your Heart

St. Raphael's Church Online giving is
tested and secured and a convenient
way to give your weekly offerings or
donations anytime from the comfort of
your own home, or from any place with
internet access. For more information,
please visit our website at:
straphaelkauai.org

Welcome and Aloha!
Thank you for celebrating with us at St. Raphael
Church this weekend. You may be visiting, new to our
community, or live on this beautiful Island. We hope
you enjoyed your time at St. Raphael Church where
you considered St. Raphael Church your “home” away
from home.

New Columbarium
We are happy to announce the new St. Raphael cremation Niche
Columbaria project on the parish grounds. For the first time, we can
offer NON-REGISTERED as well as Registered Parishioners the
opportunity to have their remains interred at St. Raphael.

The new columbaria niches allow the committal of cremated remains
in a final resting place on Holy ground amongst our St. Raphael parish
community. Each niche can accommodate the remains of up to two
individuals.

Your purchase of a niche helps support St. Raphael and the Diocese
community. For more information or to answer any questions, please
contact: Duane Pavao, Director of cemeteries, 808-783-6778,
dpavao@cfcsmission.org. Elly Mae Kalilikane, Family Service
Advisor,808-727-1024, mkalilikane@cfcsmission.org.

Stewards of Treasure
Weekly Collections September 19-20, 2026

Collection S 3,197.04 .
! Votive Candles S 406.00 |
Mass Intentions S 130.00 -
! Gift Shop $ 211.00 |
i Food Pantry (Cash) $ 5.00 |
Food Pantry (Check) S 150.00 ,
i Building Maintenance Fund $ 105.00
. Second collection (Missionaries of our S 1,600.00 .
| Lady of La Salette '
| online church Offering S 177.10 |
- Mass Intentions $ 250.00 :
I Building Maintenance Fund S 77.25 |
Other $ 76.50 -

i MAHALO FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT

l ANNOUNCERNMENTS |

*We will have a Second Collection this weekend for the
CMAA. Please make your checks payable to St. Raphael

Church. Thank you.

*We will have a Healing Mass and Anointing of the sick on

the first Saturday, October 3 at 8AM in the Old Church.

*We are in need of brown bags for Food distribution. Please

drop off the wooden box outside the office. Thank you.
*There will be no food bank on OCTOBER

*Our Parish is looking for a volunteer to teach Faith
Formation Classes for grades 3 to 6. Please call the Parish
office if you are interested.

*Application for 1t Communion, Confirmation and OCIA
are now accepted in the Parish Office, or you may apply
online at our website.

*We are looking for volunteers to help us clean the New
Church every second Saturday of the month at 9:00AM.

Thank you.

*Our Gift Shop is open after mass on weekends and

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9AM to 12PM.

TODAY'’S READINGS

First Reading
Ezekiel 18:25-28
It is possible to turn from sin and preserve one’s life.

The Parable of the Two Sons

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 25:4-9
A prayer to God for mercy.

Second Reading
Philippians 2:1-11 (shorter form Philippians 2:1-5)
Be like Christ who humbled himself and was exalted by God.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 21:28-32
Jesus poses a question to the chief priests and elders on the meaning of obedience.

Background on the Gospel Reading

The context for today’s Gospel is the mounting tension between Jesus and the Jewish religious
leaders. Jesus has entered Jerusalem and overturned the money changers’ tables in the Temple.
Jesus has caught the attention of the religious authorities; the chief priests and elders question
Jesus about the source of his authority. Jesus refuses to name for these religious leaders the source
of his authority. Instead, he questions the priests and elders through the parable we hear in today’s
Gospel. The answer given by the religious leaders is correct, but it convicts them for their failure
to heed the call of John the Baptist and for their inability to recognize the Kingdom of God.

The situation Jesus poses are rather straightforward. Given the same task by their father, one son
asserts his disobedience in words, but then obeys his actions; the second son obeys with his words
but disobeys his actions. The question that Jesus poses are pointed and direct: Which son did what
the father wanted? All would agree that “actions speak louder than words” and that even if his words
were disobedient, the son who did the work as ordered did the father’s will.

Jesus’ conclusion is also direct. The chief priests and elders, the ones who speak most often about
God, did not act accordingly. They did not respond to the message of repentance announced by
John the Baptist with a change of heart. Instead, John’s message was heeded by those ones would
not expect to repent—tax collectors, prostitutes, and other sinners. Because of their actions, these
sinners will enter the Kingdom of God ahead of the religious leaders.

Jesus could ask us the same question. Do our words indicate our obedience to God? If not our
words, do our actions? God desires a full conversion of heart, that our actions (and our words as
well) will give evidence of our love for God.

Stewardship Prayer

Loving Father! I desire to spend my life living in collaboration with You as a disciple of Your son Jesus. I am
truly grateful for the numerous gifts that You have given me. I acknowledge that everything that I have and
everything that I am are Your gifts. As I approach the Eucharist, I bring a portion of Your gifts as my offering.
1 bring the time that I spend with You in prayer. I bring what I have done in Your service. I bring a just portion
of my treasure. I pray that You grant me the wisdom and strength to live my life as a reflection of Your love.
I pray that my participation in the Eucharist and my sacrificial offering is pleasing to You. I ask this through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.
Amen.


mailto:mkalilikane@cfcsmission.org

