ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH
Oldest Catholic Church on Kauai — est. 1841
3011 Hapa Road, Koloa, Hawaii 96756
Phone: (808) 742-1955
Fax: (808) 742-1845
Fr. Ronaldo Guzman, MS Cell: (808) 482-7601
Website: St-Raphael-kauai.org
Email:straphael@rcchawaii.org
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PASTORAL STAFF
THE JUDEAN., Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert
Rev. Ronaldo Guzman, MS — Pastor T R
Dcn. Bambi Emayo — Deacon wWEsTern SESEER Ml P Y :
Office Secretary — Sr. Roselyne Mawpat, X MATTHEW 4:1
MSMHC

Parish Accounting Manager:
Michele Lum

Volunteer Accountant:
Mercedes Casticimo (as needed)

Volunteer Bookkeeper:
Marina Pascua

Volunteer - PDS
Laure Dietterle
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Strength Against Temptation

Religious Education Director:
Sr. Roselyne Mawpat, MSMHC

Food Pantry: . .
ood Faniry The First Sunday of the season of Lent always includes a Gospel account

of the temptation of the Lord Jesus in the desert by the devil. This year, the
story is set against the backdrop of the first reading from Genesis, which
recounts the very first temptation by the devil. That story is set in a garden
of delight. The Gospel story is set in the desert. As believers, we know that
temptation comes our way in our own gardens of delight as well as the
deserts of our lives. As Lent begins, our attention is drawn to that temptation
within each of us to become like God—we want control, power, and answers
to all of life’s difficult questions. As communities of faith, we are given this
season of repentance so that we can join our hearts with others on the
difficult journey of conversion. We look to God and to one another for

strength against temptation.
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Benymar Tapucol

Filipino Catholic Club:
Lydia Rebugio

Pastoral Council:
TBE

Finance Council:
Jacquelyn Contrades

Baptism: Submit application form and
required papers to the Parish Office. Baptism
class will be scheduled upon receipt of
completed applications. Baptism is usually

held on Sunday after the 9:30AM Mass. FLrstSumday Of Lent
First Holy Communion and Confirmation: SCHEDULE OF MASSES Fd}y‘m’y 22, 2026

Contact the Office for more information.

Catholic Daily Mass Monday — Friday: 7:00 AM (Old Church) Wednesday: 7:00 AM (Old

Marriage: Contact the Parish Office for more

Hawaii Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal information at least six months before Church) followed by Novena; Saturday: 8:00AM (Old church). Healing Mass: Every 1%

Join us today as we joyfully launch the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal! This is an exciting
opportunity for our parish community to come together and Share God’s Gifts in support of
the vital ministries that strengthen our Church across the islands.

Make your gift by scanning the QR code, visiting the Appeal.CatholicHawaii.org website
or picking up pledge form in your church pew. Your generosity supports Catholic
schools and faith formation programs, outreach to individuals and families in need,
evangelization efforts, and the formation of seminarians preparing for the priesthood. Funerals: Contact the Parish Office to make
Together, we can make a lasting difference! arrangements. appointment

wedding. Saturday
OCIA: Contact the Parish Office for more Saturday (obligation mass): 5:00 PM (New Church)

information.
Sunday (obligation mass): 7:00 AM (New Church) 9:30 AM (New Church)

Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Parish

Office for scheduling the visit. Reconciliation: 30 Minutes before Mass on the weekends in the Parish Office

Sacrament of the Sick: Call the Parish Office at (808) 742-1955 to schedule an



https://appeal.catholichawaii.org/

Februawy Birthdayy

Aurora Cozby 21
Chaz Corona 24
Cynthia Garcia 24
Kaizen Littman 24
Gabriel Brillantes 24
Lindsey Rivera 25
Gabriel Keller 26
Benita Mocilnikar 26
Donna Caberto 26
Marianne Thesken 27

May God bless yow and grant yow the wishes of
youwr Heart

Stations-of-the Cross

Every Friday at 5:30 PM during
Lent.
Weather permitting, on the lawn
fronting the New Church.

Welcome and Aloha!

Thank you for celebrating with us at St. Raphael Church
this weekend. You may be visiting, new to our community,
or live on this beautiful Island. We hope you enjoyed your
time at St. Raphael Church where you considered St.
Raphael Church your “home” away from home.

St. Raphael's Church Online giving is tested
and secured and a convenient way to give
your weekly offerings or donations anytime
from the comfort of your own home, or
from any place with internet access. For
more information, please visit our website
at:
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st-raphael-kauai.org

Stewards of Treasure
Weekly Collections, February 15, 2026

Collection S 5,468.00 :
Votive Candles $ 318.00 |
Mass Intentions S 160.00 :
Gift Shop $ 734.50 |
Food Pantry S 7.00 -
Funerals S 650.00 I
Building Maintenance (includes Laulima) $ 1,300.00 :
Online Church Offering S 413.00 |
Online Other Donation S

MAHALO FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT

lANNDUNCEMEN lsl

*Join us today as we joyfully launch the Catholic
Ministries Annual Appeal! This is an exciting opportunity
for our parish community to come together and Share
God’s Gifts in support of the vital ministries that
strengthen our Church across the islands. Make your gift
by scanning the QR code or completing the pledge form
in your pew. Your generosity supports Catholic schools
and faith formation programs, outreach to individuals
and families in need, evangelization efforts, and the
formation of seminarians preparing for the priesthood.
Together, we can make a lasting difference!

*Fr. Ron is grateful to all those who prayed for him and
shared their blessings on the occasion of his 60"
Birthday.

*St. Raphael Lenten Penance (Reconciliation) Service will
be on Monday, March 16" at 6.00pm.

*Our Gift Shop is open after mass on weekends and
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9AM to 12PM.

Improving Your Spiritual Life
During the Lenten Season

During the season of Lent, Catholics traditionally devote special
efforts to deepen their relationship with the Lord in three areas:
PRAYER, FASTING, and ALMSGIVING. Throughout Lent, as we
remember the great sacrifice Christ made, Christian stewards
examine their own sacrificial giving. We do this to emulate Christ,
to gain spiritual maturity, and share with others. Our Lenten
efforts are not like short-term New Year’s resolutions, designed
as a forty-day weight-loss plan or a self-help project. Instead,
they embody the idea of sacrifice in the pursuit of holiness.

309.00 .

TODAY'’S READINGS

First Reading
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
Eve and Adam eat from the tree that was forbidden to them by God.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 51:3-4,5-6,12-13,17
A prayer for mercy
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Second Reading
Romans 5:12-19
Through the obedience of Jesus, many will be made righteous. (shorter form: Romans 5:12,17-19)

Gospel Reading
Matthew 4:1-11
Jesus fasts for 40 days in the desert and is tempted by the devil.

Background on the Gospel Reading

In each of the three Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke), after Jesus’ baptism by John, Jesus
is reported to have gone to the desert to fast and pray for 40 days. In each case, while in the desert,
Jesus is tempted by the devil.

Matthew and Luke give more detail than Mark does, but each one tells how the devil tempts Jesus in
the desert. In Matthew, as in Luke, the devil presents three temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts
Jesus to use his power to appease his hunger; he tempts Jesus to put God’s promise of protection to
the test; and he offers Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship the devil. In each
case, Jesus resists the temptation, rebuking the devil with words from Scripture.

The account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert is filled with allusions and parallels to the Old
Testament, including the story of the people of Israel. The Israelites spent 40 years wandering in the
desert in Exodus, for example, and Jesus spends 40 days in the desert. As the Israelites were tempted
during the Exodus, so too is Jesus tempted.

Each temptation offers insight into both God and the human condition. Jesus’ rejection of the
temptations shows that he will not put God to the test. Grounding himself on the word and authority
of Scripture, Jesus rebukes the devil, confident in God’s protection and faithfulness.

As we start our journey through Lent, our Sunday readings call us to adopt the same confidence that
Jesus had in the face of temptation: God’s word alone will suffice; God’s promise of protection can
be trusted; God alone is God.




