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HUNTER’S RIGHTS - HABITAT -©- HUNTABLE WILDLIFE

Hi All-

Seed numbers are out, and the drawing is only 2 weeks away. Good luck everyone!

We had another great meeting this month with Oregon State Police. You should come
join us at the next one — you might even win a prize.

There’s also a fencing project coming up June 26-28 for anyone interested in helping
out. **additional information inside**

Our picnic will be July 21. Bring your favorite side dish, and we’ll supply the meat.

Thank You,
Tadd Moore

President




IMPORTANT INFORMATION

JUNE MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Make sure not to miss the June meeting when biologists with the Oregon Department of Fish &
Wildlife will be giving a presentation. Attend the meeting on June 16th at 6 pm at Backside Brewing
and bring your 4-leaf clover as there will be another great prize give away.

OREGON INITIATIVE PETITION 28 - IP28

Supporters of IP28 have been collecting signatures since 2024 and this past week reached
the number necessary for making the November ballot. Although the Secretary of State’s
office still needs to verify signatures, it's very disturbing that this initiative may appear on our
voting ballots this fall. 1P28 would make it illegal to injure or kill animals and would
effectively ban hunting, fishing, trapping and breeding of animals. IP28 is attempting to
fundamentally change many Oregon lifestyles. It will change farming, ranching, hunting,
fishing, and standard animal breeding practices. Even basic pest control (like trapping a
mouse in your house) may become illegal. Tell everyone about Oregon Initiative Petition 28
(IP28) and its implications. DO NOT ALLOW IP28 to exist in Oregon.

See the news from a Portland news station: https://share.google/UEHJ2IGEBEFMNATskO

AND THE WINNERIS. ...

At the May meeting, Oregon State Police (OSP) gave an
update on current fish & wildlife regulations.

New regulations associated with using thermal imaging
devices was discussed.

Daniel Beavers won the May meeting gun. Congratulations Daniel. |g

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Stay up to date on special updates, events and more!
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Stephanie Hanussak
Cross-Out


OHA PROJECT - You Can Help!!

We need You! The Umpqua Chapter will be finishing a fencing project in southern
Oregon that will protect critical habitat. Free camping at a campground near Butte Falls
is being provided and will open Friday 6/19. We will finish the fence around the marsh
area on Saturday 6/20 and Sunday 6/21 (until noon). Dinner Saturday and breakfast
Sunday will be provided. Directions to the camp sites:

e The Forest Service will reserve Beaver Dam Group Site and Daley Creek Dispersed
Site (north of Beaver Dam CG), which is directly south of Short Creek on the FS 3700
Road. There are 7 sites at Daley Creek and Beaver Dam has 4 larger group sites.

e Or the Big Elk Cinder Pit will likely be available for trailers to disperse camp in and it
is immediately NE of Short Creek Prairie.

e All of these are dry camping and no facilities. Poor cell coverage for all these sites.
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Reminder! - the annual OHA Umpqua Chapter July picnic
is coming soon - it is a great family event.
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After the latest annual ODFW wolf report showing continued wolf expansion in the state, OHA is calling for controlled take of wolves in Wallowa County.

OHA presses need for controlled
take of wolves in NE Oregon

OHA has again asked the Oregon
Fish and Wildlife Commission to direct
ODFW staff to initiate a wolf manage-
ment pilot project using controlled take
along with a monitoring program within
the Wallowa District of the Northeast
Region.

“Wolves have prospered in Oregon,
and this past year’s 13% minimum
population growth is a strong

livestock depredation and elk populations

not meeting management objectives.”
All six wildlife management units
in the Wallowa District are below elk
management objectives, according to
2026 ODFW data. Elk populations in
the Wallowa District range from a low
of 31% of management objective in the
Wenaha Unit to 91% in the Chesnimnus
Unit. The three units where

indicator,” said Jim Akenson, OHA seeks livestock depredation is cur-
OHA State Board member. rent and persistent are Minam,
“It is time to normalize the to ensure Chesnimnus, and Sled Springs,
species and consider other that intensive which are at 55%, 91%, and
wildlife and social Vglues management of 58% of.management objective,
that wolves are negatively respectively.
influencing, such as ranching wolves occurs Another key indicator of elk
and elk hunting.” .. population health is cow-calf
The Wallowa County Wolf for the benefit ratios, which currently occur at
Work Group —in which OHA of deer, elk 17 calves per 100 cows for the
participates — had an oppor- and moose Minam, Chesnimnus, and Sled

tunity to address the Com-
mission at its April meeting
in Lincoln City to inform
them on the current impacts of wolves
and the need for a pilot project involv-
ing controlled hunting of wolves in a
specific area.

“We had hoped for the Commission
to direct ODFW staff to pursue that,”
Akenson said. “We may not have ac-
complished that objective, but feedback
indicates that our message on manage-
ment need was both clear and urgent.
OHA'’s request connects to the criteria
for applied controlled take in the Oregon
Wolf Conservation and Management
Plan and meets the conditions of chronic

in Oregon.

Springs units, respectively.
These are not adequate ratios,
and they are well below a tar-
geted minimum of 30 per 100 desirable
to support a healthy elk population.
OHA will continue working to ensure
we better understand the impacts of wolf
predation on ungulates and that intensive
management of wolves occurs for the
benefit of deer, elk and moose in Oregon.

DONATE TO OHA’S
VICTORY EUND AT

www.oregonhunters.org/donate

IP28 surpasses
signature goal

Measure on pace for November ballot

As of May 20, IP28, also known as the
PEACE Act, has reached 120,935 signa-
tures, surpassing the minimum signature
threshold of 117,173.

While it is estimated they still need to
collect an additional 20,000 signatures to
have enough overage to account for the
signature validation process, this signals
a definitive milestone for the initiative on
its way to qualifying for the November
ballot.

“OHA has worked against this initia-
tive, and all its previous iterations, for the
last five years,” said OHA lobbyist Amy
Patrick. “This is when all of the warnings
OHA has provided to our membership
come to fruition: it’s time for battle.
Should this qualify for the November
ballot, we want Oregonians to hand it a
historical defeat that echoes throughout
the nation and warns others who might
think Oregon is an easy mark for these
types of efforts.”

The proponents have until July 2 to
collect and submit signatures. With good
weather and the sizable crowds expected
for the 10-day Portland Rose Festival,
they are expected to gather enough sig-
natures to qualify for the ballot.

OHA continues to lead the fight against
IP28. Visit our website (https://oregon-
hunters.org/initiative-petition-28-2) for
additional information and be ready to
join the call to action this summer if they

qualify.

CHESNIMNUS/ODFW



OHA life member Murphy McHugh of Eugene
helps load bags of forage seed donated by Turf
Merchants, Inc. and distributed by OHA and
ODFW on May 9 at E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area.

OHA, ODFW give
away forage seed

OHA and ODFW gave away more
than 500 bags of free seed to Oregon
landowners at E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area
on May 9. Each bag will cover at least
two acres of wildlife habitat.

The seed was provided at no cost,
thanks to contributions from OHA and
Turf Merchants, Inc. The mix is a cool
season blend of species that attract game
birds, mammals and other wildlife. It
contains grains, grasses, legumes, and
brassica that provide critical food sources
for animals during fall, winter, and early
spring in places where native forage is
lacking or has deteriorated.

This mixture is designed to be used
on a wide range of revegetation sites,
pre-formulated based on seeds per square
foot, species establishment and final mix-
ture diversity upon maturation. It is ideal
for project sites not requiring continual
maintenance.

The seed will be planted on state
wildlife areas, as well as private land in
more than half of Oregon’s counties.

Enhancing wildlife habitat on private
land where wildlife winter plays a critical
role in sustaining Oregon’s native spe-
cies. Private landowners can enhance
habitat with seed mixes that regulations
might prohibit on nearby federal lands.
Through efforts like this, OHA is work-
ing to improve habitat for wildlife.

Meadow project
set for June 26-28

OHA is leading a southwest Cascades
meadow protection and enhancement
project June 26-28 near Butte Falls in
the Rogue Unit. The project involves
installation of wildlife-friendly fencing
and removal of dilapidated fencing. 2

Dry camping will be available :
at Beaver Dam and Daley Creek
campgrounds south of Short Creek
Prairie, where the project will take place.

For more information, contact OHA
Conservation Director Tyler Dungannon
td@oregonhunters.org

OHA member bags
Habitat Raffle rifle

Jerry Walker of OHA’s Mid-Willa-
mette Chapter is the lucky winner of a
Howa 1500 heavy barrel chassis 6.5 CR
Flat Dark Earth cerakote and camo stock
with a 4-16x50 Nikko Stirling Silver
scope, all donated by Legacy Sports
International for OHA’s .
annual Habitat Raffle. m

The annual Habitat Raftle funds wild-
life habitat enhancement in Oregon.

OHA congratulates Jerry and thanks
all who participated to support OHA’s
mission of protecting Oregon’s wildlife,
habitat and hunting heritage.

Latest Gun Calendar
winners announced

The next winners in OHA’s 2026 Gun
Calendar Raffle have been announced!

The 2027 Gun Raffle Calendar is
on sale now; call 541-772-7313 or visit
https://oregonhunters.org/shop/#raftles

See winners on OHA’s website or get
our app, which you can also use to enter
OHA contests and get timely notifications.
* 5/6/26 Sig Zulu6 HDX 16x42 binoculars
Debbie Judd, Klamath Chapter
* 5/13 Weatherby Vanguard Badlands .270
Crystal Gerard, Pioneer Chapter
* 5/20 Browning A-bolt Il Hunter .300 Win
Eric Strecker, Tualatin Valley Chapter

GREAT FATHER'S
DAy GIFTS!

2027 GUN RAEFLE CALENDAR

GUN RAFFLE:
CALNDAR,

OHA will give away *
A GUN A WEEK in 2027!
For $50 you get:
* 2027 Gun Raffle Calendar.
e Chance to win 1 of 52 guns
1 raffled ($599-$1,800).
id * 1Year OHA Membership
®  (Join, renew, gift or $35
& toward life pledge)
% Buy yours today!
A Call 541-772-7313
or visit

,;fonmu__uunens ASSOCIATION
" 'GUN RAFFLE CALENDAR
_ . SEPTEMBER 2027




Food for Thought........

If you've been recreating in the woods recently, you've probably noticed how few birds
there are, especially compared to just a few years ago. A recent study reports that bird
populations are plummeting. Since 1970, bird populations have declined by about 3
BILLION, or roughly 1/3 of North America’s bird population. Causes are many, but
habitat destruction, pesticides, and climate change have been advanced as the major
ones. If you are an upland bird hunter this is very disturbing news. A quick scan of
Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife’'s annual upland bird surveys shows 5 of 8 upland game
birds had declines during 2025. Wild turkey survey numbers were unchanged during
2025, and only Blue Grouse and Pheasant show an increase.

Species Year birds/10 mile of Trend Direction % change
survey
Gray Partridge 2025 1 Decline -65.5
2024 2.9 813
2023 1.6
Chukar 2025 0.9 Decline -66.7
2024 27 12.5
2023 24
California Quail 2025 1.3 Decline -40.9
2024 2.2 15.8
2023 1.9
Mountain Quail 2025 2.9 Decline -52.5
2024 6.1 60.5
2023 3.8
Ruffed Grouse 2025 0 Decline -100.0
2024 4.5 1400.0
2023 0.3
Wild Turkey 2025 1 No change 0.0
2024 1.5 36.4
2023 1.3
Blue Grouse 2025 3.4 Increase 70.0
2024 2 0.0
2023 2
Pheasant 2025 4 Increase 73.9
2024 2.3 -39.5
2023 3.8




Slow Cooker Cougar Barbacoa

Ingredients R o
Great for tacos, burritos, or sandwiches.

e 3-4 Ibs cougar roast or shoulder
e 1 onion, sliced

4 cloves garlic

1 can diced green chiles

2 chipotle peppers in adobo

Juice of 2 limes

e 1 tbsp cumin

e 1 tbsp oregano

2 tsp salt

1 cup beef broth

Instructions
1.Brown meat in a hot pan.
2.Add everything to slow cooker.
3.Cook low 8-10 hours.
4.Shred and crisp in skillet if desired.

T
-

Serve with tortillas, pickled onions, and cilantro.
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