THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Violet, a penitential color in our liturgical environment, is used throughout
Advent to reinforce its character as a season that is preparatory for Christ-
mas.

Many of the Advent season readings call for repentance and changed
behavior in light of the coming Day of the Lord. But on the ‘Third
Sunday of Advent’, formerly known as Gaudete (latin for
“rejoice”) Sunday, the entire liturgy is transfused with a spirit of
joy and rejoicing.

Prophet Isaiah foresees the idyllic transformation of all crea-
tion as a result of God’s saving work in the midst of his people
and infuse in us a sense of joy.

St. Matthew has a unique manner of affirming the presence of

God at work in the midst of the people. Awe and wonder di-

rects one to ask: “Are you the one who is to come?” The ques-
tion so pointedly asked, does not receive a direct answer.

Instead Jesus referring to the ancient promise of Isaiah, interfaces ‘
the prophecy in the first reading today with what is actually being
realized as ‘salvation’ unfolds right before their very eyes, in the healings
of the blind, the lame, lepers and the deaf.

St. Matthew adds two more miracles to the ministry of Jesus, namely, the
dead are raised to life and the Good News is preached to the poor.

Rejoice then, for the Lord is near, close at hand.

This third week of Advent is a teaser of sorts: It is a joyful waiting, and hop-
ing for God to manifest Himself: There is something precious for each day
of the week.

Today, Sunday: Like children pining for Christmas morning, we know what
it means to wait for what we desire. Whether it is the safe arrival of loved
ones from afar, or a recovery from cancer or disease, we wait in prayer and
patience, hope and trust.

Monday: God as a wondrous creator of earthly abundance turns barren
ground to fertile soil, giving life where there was a waste land. We invite God
to water the seeds of faith within us.

Tuesday: The parable of the two sons can serve us like a mirror that re-
flects how well we do the Father’s will.

Wednesday: John the Baptist teaches us to discern if Jesus was truly “the
one who is to come.” Jesus responds as he spends himself in love for all
those in need.

Thursday: Both Jesus and John show us how to embrace God’s will even
when others reject them.

Friday: Jesus must have rejoiced to know how 42 generations connected
Him with Abraham and David, family ties and in some of them an openness
to do God’s will.

Saturday: The Holy Scriptures hardly tell us how St. Joseph struggled to
overcome the cultural and religious traditions that entrapped him. But we
do know Joseph had courage to listen to angel Gabriel in the dream, and
chose to do God’s will.
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TERCER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO

Violeta, es un color penitencial en nuestro ambiente litdrgico, se usa du-
rante el Adviento para reforzar su caracter como una temporada de prepa-
racion para la Navidad.

Muchas de las lecturas de la temporada de Adviento hacen un llama-

do por arrepentimiento y cambio en comportamiento en luz a la

venida del dia del Sefior. Pero en el 'Tercer Domingo de Adviento',

anteriormente conocido como Domingo Gaudete (latin
"regocijo"), toda la liturgia es transfundida con un espiritu de
alegria y regocijo.

El Profeta Isaias prevé la transformacion idilica de toda la
creacion como resultado de la obra salvadora de Dios en
medio de su pueblo e infunde en nosotros una sensacion de
gozo.

San Mateo tiene una manera Unica de afirmar la presencia de

Dios obrando en medio del pueblo. Asombro y maravilla lo

dirige a uno a preguntar: "Eres tu el que esta por venir?" La pre-
gunta tan directa, no recibe una respuesta directa.

En su lugar Jesus refiriéndose a la antigua promesa de Isaias, relacio-
na la profecia en la primera lectura de hoy con lo que realmente esta sien-
do realizado como la 'salvaciéon' se desarrolla ante sus propios ojos, en las
sanaciones de los ciegos, los cojos, los leprosos y los sordos.

San Mateo agrega dos milagros mas al Ministerio de Jesus, es decir, los
muertos resucitan a laviday se predica la Buena Noticia a los pobres.

Regocijense entonces, porque el Sefior estd cerca, esta a la mano.

Esta tercera semana de Adviento es una provocacion: es una espera alegre
y esperanza en que Dios se manifieste a si mismo: Hay algo precioso para
cada dia de la semana.

Hoy, Domingo: Como nifios suspirando por la mafiana de Navidad, sabe-
mos lo que significa esperar por lo que deseamos. Ya sea la llegada de sus
seres queridos desde lejos, o la recuperacion del cancer o una enferme-
dad, esperamos en oracién y con paciencia, esperanzay confianza.

El Lunes: Dios como un maravilloso creador de abundancia terrenal con-
vierte la tierra estéril a tierra fértil, dando vida donde hubo terrenos baldios.
Invitamos a Dios a regar las semillas de la fe dentro de nosotros.

El Martes: La parabola de los dos hijos nos puede servir como un espejo
que refleja lo bien que hacemos la voluntad del Padre.

El Miércoles: Juan el Bautista nos ensefa a discernir si Jesus era realmente
"aquel que esta por venir". Jesus responde conforme se gasta en el amor
por todos aquellos en necesidad.

El Jueves: Ambos Jesus y Juan nos muestran cémo abrazar la voluntad de
Dios aun cuando otros los rechazan.

El Viernes: Jesus debe haber regocijado en saber cdmo 42 generaciones lo
conectaron a El con Abraham y David, lazos familiares y en algunos de ellos
una apertura en hacer la voluntad de Dios.

El Sabado: Las Escrituras apenas nos dicen cémo San José luché por su-
perar las tradiciones culturales y religiosas que lo atrapaban. Pero si sabe-
mos que San José tiene valor para escuchar al Angel Gabriel en el suefio y
eligio hacer la voluntad de Dios.
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CELEBRACION DE NUESTRA SENORA DE GUADALUPE

Los invitamos a participar en el triduo en honor a Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe, los dias jueves 11, viernes
12 y sabado 13 de diciembre, a las 9:00 a.m., con la Santa Misa y el Santo Rosario.

El domingo 14 de diciembre, rezaremos el Santo Rosario con canticos a la Virgen a las 11:30 a.m., seguido
de una Misa solemne.

Esperamos verlos a ustedes, a su familia y amigos.

SIMBANG GABI 9-DAY NOVENA * December 16th - December 24th

The Filipino Community invites everyone to join our Christmas tradition of the Simbang Gabi 9-Day Novena
that prepares us for the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is a time to hope, to pray, and to eagerly await
the coming of our Messiah.

The Simbang Gabi 9-Day Novena Rosary will be held from December 16th through December 24th.

The schedule of the Rosary is as follows:

e Tuesday, December 16th to Saturday December 20th after the 9:00 am Mass
e Sunday, December 21st at 9:30am before the 10:00 am Mass
e Monday, December 22nd to Wednesday, December 24th after the 9:00 am Mass

As our tradition, Simbang Gabi Novena Envelopes will be distributed by volunteers after each of the Masses.

This special collection will go to the needs of St. John the Evangelist Church.

LAST WEEK'S COLLECTIONS UPCOMING 27 COLLECTIONS Archdio?e?a': Aﬁgﬁgl Appeal
COLECTA DE LA SEMANA PASADA December 14: Archdiocesan Annual Appeal We urge you to help us meet our goal:
December 1 - 2, 2025 December 21: Retirement for Religious Parish Assessment: $31,021.00
ciiras e e o (e cumovows 581
Roso FUrd e g | e ResereFund PodesBaee__$_To0

Thank you for your generosity!

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 13 TO DECEMBER 20

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
December 13, 2025 December 14, 2025 December 15, 2025 December 16, 2025 December 17, 2025

9:00am 8:00m 9:00am 9:00am 9:00am
Y.M.1. Parish of St. John T Albert & Michael Gragnani | Menard Kit Sandro Garcia = T Rolando Cruz

4:30pm 10:00am THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
¥ Rufino Labari ¥ Bob Piwowarski December 18, 2025 December 19, 2025 December 20, 2025
T Benny Falcon T Deceased Member of

the Hierro Family 10:00am 9:00am 9:00am

TAmado S. Pinlac, Jr.

T Fr. Tom Seagrave Leslie A. R. Santiago &5 7 Medina & Eufracio Ermitafio
12:00pm Liza Genoves Helms =
click HERE for T Padre Mamerto Sigaran Anna Genoves Helms 2

T Sergio Estuardo Lopez oY 4 Teresita Salunga ==
T Martha Salazar 4 Anne Th Minoletti :
Give Your Gift TODAY . 3 nne erese note %}: Dorothy Steiner
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