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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Perhaps you remember the parable of the ‘foolish virgins’, who
not only came unprepared but also “began to nod, and then fell
asleep. Unprepared and not ready for the bridegrooms’ coming,
they were shut out of the wedding banquet (Mt. 25:4).

Two weeks ago, St. Paul in the second reading warned us
of the day of the Lord “is coming like a thief in the
night” (1 Thess 5:2), therefore let us not be asleep like
the rest, but awake and sober.

The theme is renewed today: ‘Be constantly on the
watch! Stay awake! You do not know when the ap-
pointed time will come.

It appears that Jesus considers “sleep” as a risk we take
in life, because sleep disconnects us from reality. In
sleep conscious awareness of the external environment
disappears as we plunge into a world of fantasy or sub-
consciousness or even unconsciousness.

In this state of condition, we are more often than not, vulnerable
to rude shocks from the real world: whether they be the “thief in
the night”, the ‘appointed time’ etc. or the ‘long delayed bride-
groom’.

While it is an undeniable axiom that we need to get a good night’s
sleep, lack of good sleep can also make drowsiness notoriously
hard to resist for a longer period of time in order to make up what
was lost.

Having experienced ‘sleep’, we know that ‘sleep’ steals over us
without our consent. We know how we oscillate from drowsiness
to wakefulness. We ‘fall asleep’, suggesting that sleep is the path
of the least resistance; it is a state into which we naturally drift,
unless we take special precautions.

Therefore Jesus exhorts us to be vigilant. Christ implies that this
world and its anxieties weigh against our soul much as the state of
sleep weighs against our consciousness and state of reality.

How do we stay awake then? Be watchful? Remain alert? And not
lose hope!

How do we fight the sedative effects of our busyness and the fast
pace of life and our worldly preoccupations, distress, failures,
pain?

Our forefathers, ancestors and the early Church show us how
profitable it can be if we adhere to pious, devotional and charita-
ble practices of fast, corporal and spiritual works of Mercy. When
we pray we maintain ourselves into wakefulness.

Jesus is asking us: Are you awake?

May the Lord find us so, at this coming.
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PRIMER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO

Ustedes recordaran la parabola de las virgenes insensatas, que no sélo
vinieron des preparadas y descuidadas, pero también "comenzaron a
sentir suefio y se quedaron dormidas. Des preparadas y sin estar listas
para la llegada de los novios, se les cerré la entrada al banquete de
"\ bodas (Mateo 25:4).

Hace dos semanas, en la segunda lectura de San Pablo se nos
advirtio del dia del Sefior "vendrd como un ladrén en la no-
che" (1 Tesalonicenses 5:2), por lo tanto, que no nos en-
cuentren dormidos como los de mas, pero despiertos
y sobrios.

El tema se renueva hoy: '{Estén constantemente en vigilia!
iPermanezcan despiertos! No sabes cuando vendra la hora
sefialada.

Parece que Jesus considera el "dormir" como un riesgo que
tomamos en la vida, porque el suefio nos desconecta de la
realidad. En el suefio la conciencia del medio ambiente ex-
terno desaparece a medida que nos sumergimos en un mundo
de fantasia o sub conciencia o incluso la pérdida del conocimiento.

En este estado de condicion, somos mas a menudo que no, vulnerables
a los choques rudos del mundo real: ya sea el “ladrén en la noche", la
'hora sefialada’ etc. o el 'novio en largo retraso'.

Mientras que es un axioma indiscutible que necesitamos conseguir dor-
mir bien de noche, la falta de un buen suefio también puede hacer la
modorra notoriamente dificil de resistir por un largo periodo de tiempo
para reponer lo que se perdio.

De haber experimentado el 'suefio’, sabemos que el 'suefio’ despoja
sobre nosotros sin nuestro consentimiento. Sabemos cémo oscilamos
de la modorres a la vigilia. Nos 'dormimos', sugiriendo que el suefio es
el camino de la menor resistencia; es un estado en el que naturalmente
derivamos, al menos de que tomemos precauciones especiales.

Por lo tanto, Jesus nos exhorta a estar vigilantes. Cristo implica que este
mundo y sus angustias pesa contra nuestra alma tanto como el estado
del suefio pesa contra nuestra conciencia y estado de realidad. ¢éComo
0s mantenemos despiertos entonces?

¢ Estar vigilante? ¢ Mantenernos alertos? iY no perder la esperanza!

¢Cémo luchamos contra los efectos sedativos de nuestras ocupaciones
y el répido ritmo de la vida y nuestras preocupaciones munda as, angus-
tias, fracasos, dolor?

Nuestros antepasados, ancestros y la Iglesia antigua nos muestran lo
beneficioso que puede ser si nos adherimos a las practicas devociona-
les, piadosas y caritativas del ayuno, trabajos corporales y espirituales
de la Misericordia. Cuando oramos nos mantenemos en estado de vigi-
lia.

Jesus nos pregunta: ¢ Estds despierto?

Que el Sefior nos encuentre asi, en esta venida.




LAST WEEK'S COLLECTIONS
COLECTA DE LA SEMANA PASADA
November 22 - 23, 2025

Weekday Masses Offerings............ $ 135.75
Weekend Mass Offerings.............. $2,412.51
St. Patrick’s Seminary................... $ 637.70

CELEBRACION DE
LA PURISIMA CONCEPCION
DE MARIA

7 de Diciembre de 2025
12:00 pm

Les invitamos a que nos acompaiien a
celebrar la solemnidad de la Purisima
Concepcion de Maria el dia domingo 7 de
Diciembre a la misa dominical de 12 pm.

November 30:

December 7:

December 14:

December 21:

UPCOMING 2" COLLECTIONS

St. Vincent de Paul

Reserve Fund

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

Retirement for Religious

PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS / NOTICIAS DE LA COMUNIDAD PARROQUIAL

AAA 2025
Archdiocesan Annual Appeal
We urge you to help us meet our goal:

Parish Assessment; $31,021.00
YTD we paid: $23,974.82
Balance we owe: $ 7,046.18
Pledges Balance $ 150.00

Holy Day of Obligation

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29 TO DECEMBER 6

Thank you for your generosity!

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF MARY

Monday, December 8, 2023
9:00 am Mass

SATURDAY
November 29, 2025

9:00am
% Kathy Murphy Keifner

4:30pm
Parish of St. John

Click HERE for

W% ONLINE
¥ GIVING

Give Your Gift TODAY

SUNDAY
November 30, 2025

8:00m
Parish of St. John

10:00am
T Andrea L. V. Sayo

T Mel Ventura
T Matias Carrasco Lavitoria
T Marcelina Mufioz

T Robert Piwowarski, Jr.

12:00pm
T Ernestina Garcia Crespin

T Julio Cruz Ramirez

T Julio Angel Cruz Garcia

MONDAY
December 1, 2025

9:00am

T Leonita & Hermogenes Datu
Dominic G. Lim &5
Vicky Genoves =

Marge Silva =

TUESDAY
December 2, 2025

9:00am

YMI
Living Members

WEDNESDAY
December 3, 2025

9:00am
T Henry & Teresa Thran

THURSDAY
December 4, 2025

10:00am

YMI
Deceased families

FRIDAY
December 5, 2025

9:00am

T Benjamin Caceres

SATURDAY
December 6, 2025

9:00am
T David Flynn

4:30pm
T Alberto Borvice

T Victor Arroyo



https://osvhub.com/saintjohnevangelist/giving/funds
https://osvhub.com/saintjohnevangelist/giving/funds
https://sfarchdiocese.org/aaa/
https://sfarchdiocese.org/aaa/

