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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

There was always much discussion when Jewish men, students and
other inquiring minds posed questions to Jesus. A lawyer walks up to
Jesus and asks Jesus a question: ‘What must | do to inherit eternal
life?” and “who is my neighbor”?

The lawyer answers the first question himself by quoting from
the Book of Deuteronomy, (Chapter 6), and Leviticus (Chapter
19). However, the next answer was not that easy: Jesus
formulates one of the most well known parables intertwin-
ing all the cultural, legal, political, ethnic and racial preju-
dices in the face of human kindness & mercy: the Good
Samaritan.

At that time, neighbor was taken to mean many things:
like friend, fellow, countryman, kin and so on.

Jesus localizes the definition and challenges them to see
that one’s neighbor is anyone in need. The need goes beyond
geography, or someone next door.

It is important to know how Jesus chose someone from Samaria, the
estranged cousin of all who surrounded him that day — who rescued a
Jew traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. He had fallen among thieves.
Neither Jewish priest nor Levite helped him Perhaps they thought the
man was dead and did not want to risk defilement by touching a dead
body, which sort of vindicated them.

The essence of the story, however, is that one who was hated by the
Jewish community exceeded all social boundaries and exhibited unusu-
al generosity in caring for his ethnic enemy.

Who is my neighbor? “The one who treated him with mercy”
Jesus said to him: ‘Go and do likewise.”

Today we hear again Christ’s immortal parable about a man lying
wounded by the roadside, and how two people passed him by while a
third stopped and helped him. This parable does not call for a lot of
discussion, rather it calls for action: “Go and do the same yourself”.

What is most disturbing in Christ’s story is not so much the attack
made on an innocent man (which is of itself cruel), but the fact that
two people who might be expected to help him, pass by without even
showing compassion for him, not that compassion by itself would have
done any good.

Why did the priest and the Levite not stop?

How could their feelings be so dulled, and their sympathies so atro-
phied?

The defiant cry of Cain rises on all sides: ‘Am | my brother’s keeper’?

Could it be that the first question that came to their (the Levite and the
priest) mind was: ‘What will happen to me if | stop?’

Whereas the question that came to the Samaritan’s mind was:
What will happen to the wounded man if | do not stop?’
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DECIMOQUINTO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

Siempre hubo mucha discusion cuando los hombres Judios, estudiantes y
otras mentes inquisitivas le planteaban preguntas a Jesus. Un abogado se
acerca a JesuUs y le pregunta a Jesus: ‘¢Qué debo hacer para heredar la
vida eterna?’ y "équién es mi projimo"?

El abogado responde a la primera pregunta de si mismo citando
el libro de Deuteronomio, (Capitulo 6) y Levitico (Capitulo 19). Sin
embargo, la siguiente respuesta no fue tan facil: Jesus formula
una de las mas conocidas parabolas entrelazado todos los
prejuicios culturales, legales, politicos, étnicos y raciales fren-
te a la bondad humana y misericordia: el Buen Samaritano.

En aquel momento, préjimo significaba muchas cosas: como
amigo, compatriota, compariero, familiar y asi sucesivamen-
te. Jesus localiza la definicidn y los reta para ver que un prdji-
mo es cualquier persona en necesidad.

La necesidad va mas alla de la geografia, o alguien al lado.

Es importante saber cdmo Jesus eligié a alguien de Samaria, el primo
alejado de todos los que lo rodeaban ese dia — que rescaté a un Judio
viajando desde Jerusalén a Jericé. Habia caido entre los ladrones.

Ni el sacerdote Judio o Levita lo ayudd tal vez pensaron que el hombre
estaba muerto y no querian arriesgarse a contaminarse al tocar un cuer-
po muerto, que los reivindicaba.

La esencia de la historia, sin embargo, es que uno quien era odiado por la
comunidad Judia superd todos los limites sociales y exhibié una generosi-
dad inusual en el cuidado por su enemigo étnico.

¢Quién es mi projimo? "La persona que lo traté con misericordia"
Jesus le dijo: "Ve y haz lo mismo."

Hoy escuchamos otra vez la pardbola inmortal de Cristo acerca de un
hombre herido por la carretera y cdmo dos personas lo pasaron mientras
que un tercero se detuvo y lo ayudoé. Esta parabola no requiere de mucha
discusion, solo de accién: "Vaya y haga lo mismo".

Lo que es mds preocupante en la historia de Cristo no es tanto el ataque
de un hombre inocente (que es de por si cruel), pero el hecho de que dos
personas que se podria esperar que le ayuden, pasan sin siquiera mostrar
compasion por él, no que solo la compasidn habria hecho algun bien.
éPor qué no se detuvieron el sacerdote y el Levita?

¢Como podrian sus sentimientos ser tan opacados y sus simpatias tan
atrofiados?

¢El grito desafiante de Cain se levanta por todos lados: ‘Soy yo el guar-
dian de mi hermano’?

Podria ser que la primera pregunta que vino a su (el levita y el sacerdote)
mente fue: '

¢Qué me sucedera si me detengo?'

Mientras que la pregunta que se le vino a la mente del samaritano fue:
¢Qué le pasara al hombre herido si no me detengo?"
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UPCOMING 2" COLLECTIONS AAA 2025
Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

LAST WEEK'S COLLECTIONS

COLECTA DE LA SEMANA PASADA July 13:  Archdiocesan Annual Appeal We urge you to help us meet our goal:
July 5 - July 6, 2025 July 20: Music Ministry Parish Assessment:  $31,021.00
Weekday Masses Offerings......... $ 301.00 BaI;(rLDe Wz ga'g: g;gg;;g
. we owe: ,359.
Weekend Mass Offerings............ $2,314.62 August3:  Reserve Fund
Pledges Balance $2,095.00

Reserve Fund............ccccveeune.n. $1,297.00 August 10: Archdiocesan Annual Appeal
Thank you for your generosity!

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 12 TO JULY 19

SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
July 12, 2025 July 13, 2025 July 14, 2025 July 15, 2025 July 16, 2025
9:00am 8:00m 9:00am 9:00am 9:00am
¥ Andres Serafica Daisy Sandro Corral = Parish of St. John Deceased members of the The Sick in our Parish
YMI
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4:30pm 10:00am
I & Benny Falcon July 17, 2025 July 18, 2025 July 19, 2025
9:00am 9:00am 9:00am

T Mel Ventura & Deceased
of the Galang Family ¥ Agnes Neves Living members of the T Peter & Margaret McGowan

Young Men'’s Institute ) ;
Ryan Steinbruner ==

Click HERE for

N ONLINE .
i~ GIVING 12:00pm

Give Your Gift TODAY

4:30pm
T Fr. Seagrave

Parish of St. John
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