FIFTEENTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

Farmers cannot influence the weather. When God sends
‘the rain and snow’ down from the heavens, the earth
responds with ‘fertility and fruitfulness’ (Is 55:10) the
fields ‘overflow with a rich harvest’ and ‘the valleys

blanket with grain’ (Ps 65:12). 4

What farmers can influence is the soil in which
they plant the seeds. They can rotate crops, till
the earth, fertilize, use compost, or spread ma-
nure. They may dig trenches for proper irriga-
tion and drainage, and plant borders to hold in
precious topsoil.

By a variety of means they can care for the soil
so that when the seed is planted and the rains
come, the earth is able to ‘produce fruit, a hun-
dred, or sixty or thirty fold'. (Mt. 13:9)

The word of God is compared to both rain and the
seed in today’s scriptures. The word will not return void;
it will achieve the end for which God sent it.

But what about the soil?
Our hearts and our souls are the soil...

We humans can certainly affect the ‘soil’ into which the
seed is planted and on which the rain falls. Just as we
have the power to deplete the good earth of its re-
sources so that it can no longer yield any fruit, so too do
we have the power to delay or impede the harvest that
God intends the Word to produce in our hearts and in
our souls.

How do | prepare my heart to receive the seed of God's
word and bear fruit?
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DECIMOQUINTO DOMINGO
DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

Los agricultores no pueden influir en el clima. Cuando Dios
envia 'la lluvia y la nieve' desde los cielos, la tierra responde
con 'la fertilidad y la fecundidad' (Is 55:10) los campos
'rebosan de una rica cosecha' y 'los valles son un manto
de grano' (Ps 65:12).

Lo que los agricultores pueden influenciar es la tie-
rra en la que siembran las semillas. Pueden rotar
los cultivos, labrar la tierra, fertilizar, utilizar abono
o extender el estiércol. Pueden cavar trinchera
para lograr la adecuada irrigacién y drenaje y
crear fronteras para mantener en su tierra preciosa
la planta. Por una variedad de medios pueden
cuidar de la tierra para que cuando se siembre la
semilla y lleguen las lluvias, la tierra sea capaz de
'producir fruta, cien o sesenta o treinta veces' .
(Mt. 13:9)

La palabra de Dios es comparada con la lluvia y la semilla
en las lecturas de hoy. La palabra no volvera vacia; lograra
el fin para el cual Dios la envié.

¢Pero qué pasa con la tierra?
Nuestros corazones y almas son la tierra...

Nosotros los seres humanos podemos ciertamente afectar la
'tierra’ en la que se siembra la semilla y en la que cae la llu-
via. Asi como tenemos el poder de agotar la tierra de sus
recursos para que no pueda rendir mas fruta, asi también
tenemos el poder de retrasar o impedir la cosecha que Dios
tiene intencionada con Su Palabra para producir en nuestros
corazones y almas.

¢Coémo preparo mi corazén para recibir la semilla de la palab
ra de Dios y dar fruto?

LAST WEEK'S COLLECTIONS

UPCOMING 2" COLLECTIONS

AAA 2026

COLECTA DE LA SEMANA PASADA

July 4 — July, 5, 2026 Parish Assessment: | $32,295.00
Weekday Masses Offerings..........$ 113.00 July 19: Music Ministry NI A o
Weekend Mass Offerings.............. $6,075.50 August 2: Reserve Fund Pledges Balance: | § 952,00
Reserve Fund............ccccvevveninn $1,559.00

July 12: Archdiocesan Annual Appeal

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal
We urge you to help us meet our goal:

Thank you for your generosity!

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 11 TO JULY 18

SATURDAY SUNDAY
July 11, 2026 July 12, 2026
9:00am 8:00am

Julie Ann Rabara = Young Men'’s Institute

Gilda & David Steinbruner

Daisy Sandro Corral =

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
July 13, 2026 July 14, 2026 July 15, 2026
9:00am 9:00am 9:00am

Living members of the
Young Men’s Institute

Parish of St. John

10:00am
4:30pm T Mary Redublado

Parish of St. John T Mr. & Mrs. Perfecto Hierro Sr.
% Avegale Salunga =5

Emelie Simpliciano

Click HERE for
&4 ONLINE

12:00pm

% Jose F. Lara =5

“F GIVING

Give Your Gift TODAY

Deceased members

Young Men’s Institute

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
July 16, 2026 July 17, 2026 July 18, 2026
9:00am 9:00am 9:00am

T Agnes Neves Christian Joseph Catalano £

of the ;
Ryan Steinbruner ==

4:30pm
Parish of St. John
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