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Saint John’s Church, Mobile 

Welcome to Saint John’s!  Since its founding in 1853 Saint John’s has been an Episcopal 
church in the heart of Mobile.  From our beginning worship has been central to our 
common life.  Originally located ten streets West of Christ Church, Saint John’s moved to its 
current location in 1956, to what was then nearly at the city limits.   
 
If you are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or becoming a member of our 
community, please speak with our priest or call the church office at (251) 479-5474. Our 
office hours are 9-2pm on Tuesdays. Outside of office hours, or in the event of a pastoral 
need, you can reach out to Father John Talbert at 205-354-3699. You can also contact us 
through our website, www.stjohnsmobile.org.  
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY 
are given by Eddy & Jeanne Velaski 

to the glory of God 
 

Prelude 

THE ENTRANCE RITE 
Entrance Song 
All stand at introduction to the entrance hymn. The Congregation sings the hymn as the choir and ministers of the 
assembly enter. 

Hymn 688  Ein feste burg 
 A mighty fortress in our God 
(see next page) 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Opening Acclamation 
The Celebrant says the following, and the people respond. 

 Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Congregation sings the Gloria 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The people remain standing for the Collect of the Day. 

The Collect of the Day  
The Celebrant says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud 
who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



The Readings 
The People are seated.  The first lesson, Jeremiah 18:1-11, is now read 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: "Come, go down to the potter's house, 
and there I will let you hear my words." So I went down to the potter's house, and there 
he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's 
hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 
Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as 
this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in 
my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, 
concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the 
disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare concerning a 
nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not 
listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to 
do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan 
against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your 
doings. 

The Reader concludes 
 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation prays Psalm 139:1-5,12-17 

 
 
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 



5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

 
The second lesson, Philemon 1-21, is now read 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love 
for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith 
may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have 
indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet 
I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and 
now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, 
but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own 
heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in 
your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without 
your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have 



him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother-- 
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has 
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 
your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will 
do even more than I say. 

The Reader concludes 

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 635   

 If thou but trust in God to guide thee 

(see next page) 



 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel 
All Stand. 
Minister    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



The appointed Gospel, Luke 14:25-33 is now proclaimed. 

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not 
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 
begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or 
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him 
with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 

After the Gospel, the Minister says 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Reverend John Talbert 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
The People stand as the Celebrant stands and all join in saying: 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 



   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
All may stand or sit. A minister bids the prayers of the assembly.  At the end of each petition the people say, “Hear 
our prayer.”  The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

The Confession of Sin BCP p. 360 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is observed after which the Celebrant and People pray 

Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word and deed 
 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Celebrant prays 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 



The Peace 
The Celebrant says 

 The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Welcome and Announcements 
The Congregation may be seated for the announcements.  

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
The Preparation of the Gifts 
The Congregation is seated for the Offertory 

Offertory Hymn 375  Du lebensbrot Herr Jesu 
 Give praise and glory unto God 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



The Congregation stands and sings the Presentation Hymn while the ushers bring forward the people’s gifts of bread, 
wine, money and other gifts. 

Hymn 380  Old 100th 
 All people that on earth do dwell 
 Vs 3 only 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving BCP p. 367 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day 
of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name:  
 
Hymn S124  Hurd 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord 

 

 

 



The people stand or sit.  Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon 
the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died, 
Christ has risen, 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People       AMEN 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say  BCP p. 336 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant leads the congregation in singing Agnus Dei. 

 

Hymn S161  Hurd 
 Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 
 
The Invitation 
The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion. 

WE ARE ALL INVITED TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, all baptized persons are invited to receive the Holy Communion.  Persons who do 
not wish to receive Communion are invited to come forward with everyone else to receive a blessing. 

After receiving communion, the Congregation may be seated. Please join in singing the communion hymn 

Hymn 323  Jesu, Jesu du ein Hirt 
 Bread of heaven, on thee we feed 



 

 

 

 

 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP p. 366 
The Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

 
 



Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
The Celebrant blesses the People. The People respond 

 Amen. 

The Congregation stands and sings the retiring processional hymn 

Hymn 475  Tysk 
 God himself is with us 



 

 



 
 

The Dismissal 
The Celebrant dismisses the saying 

Minister   Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Postlude  

 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT JOHN’S: 

 
Today, Sept 7  10:00AM  Holy Eucharist: Pentecost 13 
  11:15AM  Fellowship in the Great Hall 
Tues.   9:00-1:00pm Office hours 
Wed.  6:00PM  Choir Practice 
Next Sunday, Sept. 14  10:00AM Holy Eucharist: Pentecost 14 
  11:15AM  Fellowship in the Great Hall 

 
SERVING IN TODAY’S LITURGY: 
First Lesson Lector....................................................................Nikki Shaw 
Second Lesson Lector .......................................................... Geri Moulton 
Intercessor ............................................................................ Kathe Gieseler 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ......................... Lee Dorsey & Br. Jacob Luke 
Altar Guild ...................................... Connie Anderson & Bootsie Cieutat 
Vestry Tellers ............................................. Eddy Velaski & Charlynn Will 
Assisting Minister ...................................................................... Lee Dorsey 
Acolyte .................................................................................. Emma Talbert 
Digital Evangelist ............................................................... Kristen Turner 

 
 



 
 

RECENT ATTENDANCE: 
34 August 17, Pentecost 10 
29 August 24, Pentecost 11 
25 August 31, Pentecost 12 

 
P

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
We pray especially for our sisters and brothers in Christ: Bootsie Cieutat, Eddy Velaski, Julie 
Garner,  Pat Fulford, Marie Brown, Neva Bache, David Rich, Bob Anderson, 
Helen Guthrie, Mike and Frances Barbour, Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, Jayson Chestang, 
Mary Catherine Warren. 
 

Our family and friends: the Rev. Frank and Nancy Morgret, Calvert Johnson, Brenda 
Gooslby, Larry DeBert, Anne Redd, Donnie Chestang, Louis Bell, Lester Taylor, Emily 
Brown, Dennis Clardy, Sarah Guthrie, Morris Levy, Joey Adams,  Judy Lynch, John Knight, 
Adam Strong, Angie Leon, David Hamilton, Sheila Cassity Granger, Barbara Bonner, David 
Brunner, Mary Horner, Susan Hansen, Karl Gieseler, Randy Dunn, Sharon Lee Nolan, 
Peggy Sheffield, Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman, Karen Twilley, Nancy Payne, Donna Pigg 
Betty Williams, Latecia Cushion Knight, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, Neal Tourné, 
Sandy Michel, Paul Nelson. 
 

Our sisters and brothers serving in the Armed Forces: Nicholas Boykin, Marcus Rich, 
Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, Bryant Andrews. 
 

 
 

THE CLERGY AND STAFF OF ST. JOHN’S 
The Rt. Reverend J. Russell. Kendrick, Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 

The Reverend John Talbert, Rector (frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org) 
Mr. Louis F. Daniel, organist & choir director (music@stjohnsmobile.org) 

Ms. Kathe Gieseler, financial secretary (finance@stjohnsmobile.org) 
Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer (office@stjohnsmobile.org) 

 
THE VESTRY AND WARDENS OF ST. JOHN’S 

Class of 2025: Ms. Connie Anderson, Ms. Mary Sheffield and Ms. Charlynn Will, senior warden. 
 Class of 2026: Ms. Helen Guthrie. and Ms. Kathe Gieseler, clerk 

Class of 2027: Ms. Connie McLean, and Mr. Eddy Velaski, junior warden. 
Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer. 

mailto:finance@stjohnsmobile.org

