Adpent Service of

1 essons and Carols

14 DECEMBER 2025
10 O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
MOBILE, ALABAMA



SAINT JOHN'S CHURCH, MOBILE

Welcome to Saint John’s! Since its founding in 1853 Saint John’s has been an Episcopal
church in the heart of Mobile. If you are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or
becoming a member of our community, please speak with our priest or call the church office
at (251) 479-5474. Our office hours are 9-2pm on Tuesdays. Outside of office hours, or in
the event of a pastoral need, you can reach out to Father John Talbert at 205-354-3699. You
can also contact us through our website, www.stjohnsmobile.org.

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN
by Marion Wallace and Margaret Templeton
To the glory of God and
In loving memory of their parents,

Bill and Bessie Southall



Prelude

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Reader
The Glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together. (Isaiah 40:5)
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Reader Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us and shed its
light on those around us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy
City, where dwells the true and never-failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Reader continues

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Luke 3:15-
16)

THE ENTRANCE RITE
Entrance Song
All stand as able when the piano begins the introduction to the entrance hymn.

Entrance Hymn 82
Of the Father’s love begotten

(see next page)
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This hymn may be performed in equal nole values: J J J J

Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and Henry Williams Baker
(1821-1877), alt. Music: Divinum mysterium, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.; adapt. Piae Cantiones, 1582; acc. Bruce Neswick (b.
1956).

The Bidding Prayer
The Officiant begins

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare
ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto
Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the



first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy
Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and
songs of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the
earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this
country and within this city.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his
name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who
know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of
love.

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice
with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we
for evermore are one. Let us humbly offer up these prayers and praises to the throne of
heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant continues
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and
unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Awen.

The People are seated.



The First Lesson: Genesis 2:7, 15-18, 21-23

Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And
the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat
of it you shall die.” Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.”

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one
of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”

The First Carol: Hymn 377

All people that on earth do dwell

Unison or harmony
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Words: William Kethe (d. 1608?); para. of Psalm 100. Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551,
alt.; harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-15617?).

The Second Lesson: Genesis 3:1-22

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden’” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden, but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ”” But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him,
“Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”” The man said,
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”
Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman
said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I
will put enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will
strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

To the woman he said, “I will make your pangs in childbirth exceedingly great; in pain



you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule

over you.”

And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have
eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the
ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and
thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat
of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were
taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

The man named his wife Eve because she was the mother of all living. And the Lord God
made garments of skins for the man and for his wife and clothed them.

Then the Lord God said, “See, the humans have become like one of us, knowing good
and evil, and now they might reach out their hands and take also from the tree of life and
eat and live forever”— therefore the Lord God sent them forth from the garden of Eden,
to till the ground from which they were taken.

Choir Anthem
Remember, O Thou Man
Thomas Ravenscroft (1592-1633)

The Third Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The Third Carol: Hymn 372

Praise to the Living God
(see nexct page)
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Words: Medieval Jewish liturgy; tr. Max Landsberg (1845-1928) and Newton M. Mann (1836-1926). Music: Leoni, Hebrew
melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1985, alt.




The Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-15
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as
Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the
test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.
He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good.

The Fourth Carol: Hymn 56
O come, O come, Emmanuel
(verses 1-4)
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The stanzas may be used as antiphons with “The Song of Mary” on the dates given.

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel,
plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890); acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).



The Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall
be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with
righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the
belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the
lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Choir Anthem
A Shoot Shall Come Forth
Text: Based on Isaiah 11 & 32:18

The Sixth Lesson: Luke 1:26-56
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.



In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord
comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.”

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for
he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on all
generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and
holy is his name; indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and
lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away
empty. He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according
to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.

The Sixth Carol: Hymn 265
The angel Gabriel from heaven came

(see nexct page)
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Words: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924). Music: Gabriel’s Message, Basque carol; harm. Edgar Pettman
(1865-1943). Copyright © 1961 B. Feldman and Co Ltd., trading as H. Freeman & Co. Reproduced by permission of EMI Music

Publishing Ltd. 138-140 Charing Cross Road, London WC2H OLD, England.



The Seventh Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6,19-20

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all gather
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far, and your daughters shall be
carried in the arms. Then you shall see and be radiant, your heart shall thrill and rejoice;
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall
come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Mid'ian and
Ephabh; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall
proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The day shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give light to
you by night; but the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory.
Your sun will no more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the Lord will be your
everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended.

Choir Anthem
The King Shall Come
Text: John Brownlee
Musie: Thomas Keesecker
Collect for Advent
The Officiant continues
Let us pray. O God, who makes us glad with the yeatly expectation of your coming:

Grant that we, who with joy receive your only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without
fear behold him when he shall come to be our Judge; even your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one God, wotld without end. Amen.
Amen.

Prayers and Intercessions

Officiant ~ Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. ($7/ence)
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. (Si/ence)
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.



Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. (S7/ence)
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us. ($7/ence)
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. (Prayers requested of the
church are added at this time)

Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. (Szence)
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy
servants as may be best for us; granting us in this wotld knowledge of thy truth,
and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer for a Blessed Advent

Open wide, O Lord, the gates of heaven and visit your people in peace. Send forth your

Spirit from on high, that our hearts may be uplifted unto you, and being sanctified by
your holy presence, be also blessed by thine divine heritage. Amen.

The Processional Hymn 72
Hark! The glad sound! The Savior comes

(see nexct page)
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2 He comes, the pris - oners to re - lease in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes, the bro - ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
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prom - ised long; let ev - ery heart pre -
bond - age held;  the gates of brass be -
soul to cure and with the trea - sures
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‘ pare a throne, and ev - ery voice a song
fore him  burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor
arch - es ring  with thy be - lov - ed Name
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Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)
Music: Richmond, melody Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816);
harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950; desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971) CM



Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude



THIS WEEK AT SAINT JOHN’S:

Today, Dec. 14 10:00AM Service of Lessons and Carols
11:15AM Fellowship time in the Great Hall

Tues. 9:00-1:00pm Office hours

Wed. 6:00PM Choir Practice

Next Sunday, Dec. 21 10:00AM Holy Eucharist: Advent 4
11:15AM Fellowship time in the Great Hall

SAVE THE DATE:
The Christmas eve service will be on December 24, at 4PM.
The Christmas Day service will be on December 25, at 11AM.

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT, WHICH WILL BE
DIRECTED BY OUR OWN LILLY TALBERT. SIGN UP SHEETS ARE ON THE
BULLETIN BOARD IN THE HALL.

PLEDGE CARDS ARE DUE BY DECEMBER 14. PLEASE GET THEM IN ON TIME SO
THAT THE FINANCE COMMITTEE CAN PREPARE THE BUDGET FOR NEXT YEAR.

POINSETTIA CARDS ARE ON THE TABLE AT THE BACK OF THE CHAIRS. THEY ARE
$20 EACH. PLEASE FILL THEM OUT AND TURN THEM IN BY DECEMBER 21.

RECENT ATTENDANCE:
40 November 23, Pentecost 24
36 November 30, Advent 1

37 December 7, Advent 2



P PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
We lift up to you members of this church family, especially:

Bootsie Cieutat, Eddy Velaski, Julie Garner, Pat Fulford, Marie Brown,
Neva Bache, David Rich, Bob Anderson, Helen Guthtie, Mike and
Frances Barbour, Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, Jayson Chestang, and
Mary Catherine Warren.

We pray for our family and friends, especially:

Steve and Janice Garner, Frank Brown, JoAnn McPhearson, Chris Lion,
Jett Bishop, Colin Guthrie, Alilee Pillman, Sheila Velaski, Andy Williams,
Nadine Evans, Calvert Johnson, Brenda Goolsby, Larry DeBert, Anne
Redd, Donnie Chestang, Louis Bell, Lester Taylor: Emily Brown, Dennis
Clardy, Sarah Guthrie, Morris Levy, Joey Adams, Judy Lynch, John
Knight, Adam Strong, Angie LLeon, David Hamilton, Sheila Cassity
Granger, Barbara Bonner, David Brunner, Mary Horner, Susan Hansen,
Karl Gieseler, Randy Dunn, Sharon Lee Nolan, Peggy Sheftield,

Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman, Karen Twilley, Nancy Payne, Donna Pigg,
Betty Williams, Latecia Cushion Knight, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler,
Neal Tourné, Sandy Michel, Paul Nelson.

THE CLERGY AND STAFF OF ST. JOHN’S
The Rt. Reverend J. Russell. Kendrick, Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Reverend John Talbert, Rector (frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org)
M. Louis F. Daniel, organist & choir director (music(@stjohnsmobile.or:

Ms. Kathe Gieselet, financial secretary (finance@stjohnsmobile.org)
Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer (office@stjohnsmobile.org)

THE VESTRY AND WARDENS OF ST. JOHN’S
Class of 2026: Ms. Helen Guthrie. and Ms. Kathe Gieseler, clerk
Class of 2027: Ms. Connie McLean, senior warden, and Mr. Eddy Velaski.
Class of 2028: Mr. Hugh Tomlin, junior warden, and Ms. Janet Buckley
and Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer.
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