Saint John’s Episcopal Church

Holy Eucharist Rite II
The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 8, 2026
Ten O’clock in the Morning
Entrance Song

All stand as the organ begins the introduction to the entrance hymn. 
Hymn 657



Hyfrydol
Love divine, all loves excelling
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Opening Acclamation

The Celebrant says the following


Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
The Celebrant continues


Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Congregation sings the Gloria:
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The people remain standing for the Collect of the Day.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says


The Lord be with you.

People
And also with you. 

Celebrant
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word

The Lessons

The People are seated.
The first Lesson, Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 is now read
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many.

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

The Reader concludes


The Word of the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.

The People join in singing Psalm 78:1-7
[image: image16.png]S 415 Jerome Webster Meachen
(b. 1930)
N

R 30 mm— T . g n
1 1 H
V. mia s T —oo—{} T H
bul - — S & - 1 H

-

& 1956, Jerome Webster Meachen.




1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.

3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.

4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.
5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;

6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;
The second lesson, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 is now read
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Reader concludes


The Word of the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 632


Munich


O Christ, the Word Incarnate
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The Holy Gospel

All Stand. 
Minister   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
          Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The appointed Gospel, Matthew 25:1-13 is now proclaimed.

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

After the Gospel, the Minister says

The Gospel of the Lord.

People
     Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Rev. John Keith Talbert
The Nicene Creed

The People stand as the Celebrant stands and all join in saying:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,


maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,


eternally begotten of the Father,


God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:


by the power of the Holy Spirit



he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.


He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,



and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,


who proceeds from the Father and the Son.


With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.


He has spoken through the Prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.


We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.


We look for the resurrection of the dead,



and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

All may stand or sit. A minister bids these prayers of the assembly:

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.


Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

The Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says


Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The People kneel or sit as they say together

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The celebrant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
The Peace

The People stand and the Celebrant says


The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

People
And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome and Announcements

The Congregation may be seated for the announcements. 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Choral Offertory

                          


Ave verum corpus
Text: Medieval sequence
Music: Edward Elgar

The Congregation stands and sings the Presentation Hymn while the ushers bring forward the people’s gifts of bread, wine, money and other gifts.
Hymn 377





               Old 100th
All people that on earth do dwell
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The Great Thanksgiving

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says

Celebrant
The Lord be with you.

People 
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.

People 
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Congregation sings Sanctus and Benedictus. 
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The people stand or sit.  Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
The Celebrant says
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant leads the Congregation in singing Agnus Dei.
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The Invitation

The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion.
All are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Hymn 339


Schmücke dich
Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness
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Words: Johann Franck (1618-1677); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. Music: Schmiicke dich, melody Johann Cruger
(1598-1662); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906.




Postcommunion Prayer
BCP p. 365

After kneeling, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The Celebrant blesses the People. 
The people stand and sing the recessional hymn.
Hymn 486



Hosanna

Hosanna to the living Lord!
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Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt. Music: Hosanna, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876).




The Dismissal

The Celebrant dismisses the People saying
Minister   Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Postlude


The Flowers on the Altar

are given by Connie McLean
to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Monroe and Gertrude Dixon



This Week at St. John’s:

Sunday, Nov. 8
10:00AM     24th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tues., Nov. 10

9-2PM

        Church Office Open


6:00PM      Choir Practice

Friday, Nov.13

7:00PM 

      Benefit Concert

Sunday, Nov. 15

 10:00AM     25th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Eucharist Rite II


Recent Attendance:



27

October 18, The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost


33

October 25, The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost


38

November 1, The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost



Serving in today’s liturgy:

First Lesson Lector
Janet Buckley
Second Lesson Lector
Paula Ross
Intercessor 
Leslie Talbert
Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Mary Sheffield, Lee Dorsey, & Kathe Gieseler
Altar Guild 
Lee Dorsey & Kristen Turner
Vestry Tellers 
Hugh Tomlin & Eddy Velaski
Assisting Minister 
Lee Dorsey

Acolyte 
Emma Talbert

Digital Evangelist 
Kristen Turner


Please remember in your prayers:
We lift up to you members of this church family, especially:

Caroline Chestang Heavner, Bootsie Cieutat, Eddy Velaski, Julie Garner, Pat Fulford, Marie Brown, Bob Anderson, Helen Guthrie, Mike and Frances Barbour, Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, Jayson Chestang, and for our seminarian Br. Jacob Luke.
We pray for our family and friends, especially:
Ramona Turner, Ginger Mason, Ryan Giliken, Joe Taylor, Hayden Putre, Peggy Bilbo, James Moore, Liz Levy Reichman, Ty Lofton, Sabrina Jones, Todd McGill, Chris Velaski, Colin Guthrie, Sheila Velaski, Larry DeBert, Emily Brown, Dennis Clardy, Sarah Guthrie, Morris Levy, Judy Lynch, Adam Strong, Angie Leon, Sheila Granger, Barbara Bonner, David Brunner, Karl Gieseler, Nancy Payne, Bonnie Jernigan, Rev. Frances LeBlanc.
Our sisters and brothers serving in the Armed Forces: 

Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, Bryant Andrews, Austin & Beka Denigan.


Welcome to Saint John’s!  Since its founding in 1853 Saint John’s has been an Episcopal church in the heart of Mobile. Gathering for worship is central to our common life. If you are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or becoming a member of our community, please speak with our priest or call the church office at (251) 479-5474. The Church Office is open 9-2pm on Tuesdays. In the event of a pastoral need, reach out to Father John Talbert at 205-354-3699. More information is available at: www.stjohnsmobile.org. 



THE CLERGY AND STAFF OF ST. JOHN’S

The Rt. Reverend J. Russell Kendrick, Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Reverend John Keith Talbert, Rector (frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org)

Mr. Louis F. Daniel, organist & choir director (music@stjohnsmobile.org)

Ms. Kathe Gieseler, financial secretary (finance@stjohnsmobile.org)

Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer (office@stjohnsmobile.org)
The Vestry and Wardens of St. John’s

Class of 2026: Ms. Helen Guthrie. and Ms. Kathe Gieseler.
Class of 2027: Ms. Connie McLean, senior warden, and Mr. Eddy Velaski.
Class of 2028: Mr. Hugh Tomlin, junior warden, and Ms. Janet Buckley, clerk.
Class of 2029: Dr. Nikki Shaw and Ms. Charlynn Will.
and Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer
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