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Saint John’s Episcopal Church

Holy Eucharist Rite II
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6, 2026
Ten O’clock in the Morning
Welcome to Saint John’s!  Since its founding in 1853 Saint John’s has been an Episcopal church in the heart of Mobile. Gathering for worship is central to our common life. If you are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or becoming a member of our community, please speak with our priest or call the church office at (251) 479-5474. The Church Office is open 9-2pm on Tuesdays. In the event of a pastoral need, reach out to Father John Talbert at 205-354-3699. More information is available at: www.stjohnsmobile.org. 
Entrance Song

All stand as the organ begins the introduction to the entrance hymn. 

Hymn 688




Ein feste Burg

A mighty fortress is our God
(see next page)

Opening Acclamation

The Celebrant says the following


Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
The Celebrant continues


Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546); tr. Frederic Henry Hedge (1805-1890); based on Psalm 46. Music: Ein feste Burg, melody
Martin Luther (1483-1546); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).




The Congregation sings the Gloria:
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The people remain standing for the Collect of the Day.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says


The Lord be with you.

People
And also with you. 

Celebrant
Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. . Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word

The Lessons

The People are seated.
The first Lesson, Exodus 12:1-14, is now read

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

The Reader concludes


The Word of the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.

The People join in singing Psalm 149
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1 Hallelujah!
Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.

2 Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; *
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.

4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people *
and adorns the poor with victory.

5 Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *
let them be joyful on their beds.

6 Let the praises of God be in their throat *
and a two-edged sword in their hand;

7 To wreak vengeance on the nations *
and punishment on the peoples;

8 To bind their kings in chains *
and their nobles with links of iron;

9 To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *
this is glory for all his faithful people.
Hallelujah!

The second lesson, Romans 13:8-14, is now read
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Reader concludes


The Word of the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 632

St. Ethelwald

Help us, O Lord, to learn
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The Holy Gospel

All Stand. 
Minister   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
          Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The appointed Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20 is now proclaimed.

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

After the Gospel, the Minister says

The Gospel of the Lord.

People
     Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Rev. John Keith Talbert
The Nicene Creed

The People stand as the Celebrant stands and all join in saying:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,


maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,


eternally begotten of the Father,


God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:


by the power of the Holy Spirit



he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.


He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,



and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,


who proceeds from the Father and the Son.


With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.


He has spoken through the Prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.


We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.


We look for the resurrection of the dead,



and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

All may stand or sit. A minister bids these prayers of the assembly:

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.


Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

The Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says


Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

The People kneel or sit as they say together

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The celebrant stands and says

Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
The Peace

The People stand and the Celebrant says


The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

People
And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome and Announcements

The Congregation may be seated for the announcements. 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Hymn 376

                          

Hymn to Joy
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee
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The Congregation stands and sings the Presentation Hymn while the ushers bring forward the people’s gifts of bread, wine, money and other gifts.
Hymn 380 (v.3)

                          

Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Celebrant

As a part of today’s service we send forth consecrated bread and wine to be shared with the people of St. Stephen’s, in Brewton, Alabama. 

People 
 We who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
The Great Thanksgiving
BCP p. 367

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says

Celebrant
The Lord be with you.

People 
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.

People 
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Congregation sings Sanctus and Benedictus. 
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The people stand or sit.  Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
The Celebrant says
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant leads the Congregation in singing Agnus Dei.
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The Invitation

The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion.
All are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Hymn 334

      Alles ist un Gott Segen
Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing
(see nest page)
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Postcommunion Prayer
BCP p. 365

After kneeling, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food

of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The Celebrant blesses the People. 

The people stand and sing the recessional hymn.

Hymn 577



Ubi caritas (Murray)

God is love, and where true love is
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Words: Latin; tr. James Quinn (b. 1919), alt. Copyright © 1969, James Quinn, SJ, printed by permission of Geoffery Chapman, a
division of Cassell Ltd. Music: Ubi caritas (Murray), A. Gregory Murray (1905-1992). By permission of A. Gregory Murray.




The Dismissal

The Celebrant dismisses the saying
Minister   Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Postlude


The Flowers on the Altar

are given by Regina Molyneux
to the glory of God and
in celebration of John & Regina Molyneux’s 28th  wedding anniversary.



This Week at St. John’s:

Sunday, Sept. 6
10:00AM     15th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Tues., Sept. 8

9-2PM

        Church Office Open


6:00PM      Choir Practice

Sunday, Sept. 13
10:00AM     16th Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Eucharist Rite II


Recent Attendance:



36

August 16, The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost


23
August 23, The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost


33
August 30, The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost



Serving in today’s liturgy:

First Lesson Lector
Jan Joseph
Second Lesson Lector
Kathe Gieseler
Intercessor 
Nikki Shaw
Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Nikki Shaw, Kathe Gieseler, & Connie McLean
Altar Guild 
Connie Anderson & Bootsie Cieutat
Vestry Tellers 
Janet Buckley & Kathe Gieseler
Assisting Minister 
Lee Dorsey

Acolyte 
Emma Talbert

Digital Evangelist 
Kristen Turner


Please remember in your prayers:
We lift up to you members of this church family, especially:

Cookie and David Rich, Bootsie Cieutat, Eddy Velaski, Julie Garner, Pat Fulford, Marie Brown, Bob Anderson, Helen Guthrie, Mike and Frances Barbour, Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, Jayson Chestang, and for our seminarian Br. Jacob Luke.
We pray for our family and friends, especially:
Joe Taylor, Hayden Putre, Peggy Bilbo, James Moore, Madison Pittman, Liz Levy Reichman, Ty Lofton, Sabrina Jones, Todd McGill, Chris Velaski, Colin Guthrie, Sheila Velaski, Larry DeBert, Emily Brown, Dennis Clardy, Sarah Guthrie, Morris Levy, Judy Lynch, Adam Strong, Angie Leon, Sheila Granger, Barbara Bonner, David Brunner, Karl Gieseler, Nancy Payne, Bonnie Jernigan, Rev. Frances LeBlanc.
Our sisters and brothers serving in the Armed Forces: 

Nicholas Boykin, Ryan Hurt, Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, Bryant Andrews, Austin & Beka Denigan.
THE CLERGY AND STAFF OF ST. JOHN’S

The Rt. Reverend J. Russell Kendrick, Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Reverend John Keith Talbert, Rector (frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org)

Mr. Louis F. Daniel, organist & choir director (music@stjohnsmobile.org)

Ms. Kathe Gieseler, financial secretary (finance@stjohnsmobile.org)

Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer (office@stjohnsmobile.org)
The Vestry and Wardens of St. John’s

Class of 2026: Ms. Helen Guthrie. and Ms. Kathe Gieseler.
Class of 2027: Ms. Connie McLean, senior warden, and Mr. Eddy Velaski.
Class of 2028: Mr. Hugh Tomlin, junior warden, and Ms. Janet Buckley, clerk.
and Ms. Cindy Gass, treasurer



