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1 How firm a foun -da - tion, ye saints of the Lord,
2  “Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dis - mayed!
3 “When through the deep wa - ters 1 call thee to go,
4 “When through fier - vy tri - als thy path - way shall lie,
5 “The soul that to Je - sus hath fled for re - pose,



Saint John’s Episcopal Church

Holy Eucharist Rite II
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2026
Ten O’clock in the Morning
Welcome to Saint John’s!  Since its founding in 1853 Saint John’s has been an Episcopal church in the heart of Mobile. Gathering for worship is central to our common life. If you are interested in learning more about Saint John’s or becoming a member of our community, please speak with our priest or call the church office at (251) 479-5474. The Church Office is open 9-2pm on Tuesdays. In the event of a pastoral need, reach out to Father John Talbert at 205-354-3699. More information is available at: www.stjohnsmobile.org. 
The Entrance Rite

Entrance Song

All stand as the organ begins the introduction to the entrance hymn. 

Hymn 636




Foundation

How firm a foundation
(see next page)

Opening Acclamation

The Celebrant says the following, and the people respond, three times:


Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The Celebrant continues


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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2 For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
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4 my grace, all - suf - fi cient, shall be thy sup - ply;
5 I will not, I will not de - sert to 1its foes;
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1 What more can he say than to you he hath said,
2 I’'1l strength - en  thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
3 for I will be  with thee, thy trou - bles to bless,
4  the flame shall not hurt thee; I on - ly de - sign
5 that soul, though all hell shall en - deav - or to shake,
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Words: K. in John Rippon’s Selection, 1787, alt. Music: Foundation, melody from The Sacred Harp, 1844; harm. Calvin
Hampton (1938-1984); alt. acc. Eugene W. Hancock (b. 1929).




The Congregation sings the Gloria:
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The people remain standing for the Collect of the Day.

The Collect of the Day
BCP p. 222
The Celebrant says


The Lord be with you.

People
And also with you. 

Celebrant
Let us pray.

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word

The Lessons

The People are seated.

The first Lesson, Acts 7:55-60, is now read

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The Reader concludes


The Word of the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.

The People join in singing Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
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1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.
2 Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to deliver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me,
O Lord, O God of truth.

15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

Second half of chant

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me.

The second lesson, I Peter 2:2-10, is now read

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner”,

and

“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;

once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

The Reader concludes


The Word of the Lord.

People
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 628

St Ethelwald

Help us, O Lord, to learn
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Words: William Watkins Reid, Jr. (b. 1923), alt. Copyright © 1959 by the Hymn Society. (admin. Hope Publishing Company,
Carol Stream, IL 60188.) All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Music: St. Ethelwald, William Henry Monk (1823-1889).




The Holy Gospel

All Stand. 
Minister   
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
          Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The appointed Gospel, John 14:1-14, is now proclaimed.

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

After the Gospel, the Minister says

The Gospel of the Lord.

People
     Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Reverend John Talbert

The Nicene Creed
BCP p. 358

The People stand as the Celebrant stands and all join in saying:

We believe in one God,


the Father, the Almighty,


maker of heaven and earth,


of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,


the only Son of God,


eternally begotten of the Father,


God from God, Light from Light,


true God from true God,


begotten, not made,


of one Being with the Father.


Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation



he came down from heaven:


by the power of the Holy Spirit



he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,



and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again




in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven




and is seated at the right hand of the Father.


He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,



and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,


who proceeds from the Father and the Son.


With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.


He has spoken through the Prophets.


We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.


We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.


We look for the resurrection of the dead,



and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People

All may stand or sit. A minister bids these prayers of the assembly:

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Receive unto to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

        Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.

The Peace

The Celebrant says


The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

People
And also with you.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome and Announcements

The Congregation may be seated for the announcements. 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Offertory
In My Father’s House
Text: based on John 14:1-6

Music: Pepper Choplin


The Congregation stands and sings the Presentation Hymn while the ushers bring forward the people’s gifts of bread, wine, money and other gifts.
Hymn 380 (v.3)

                          

Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Celebrant

As a part of today’s service we send forth consecrated bread and wine to be administered at St. Stephen’s, Brewton. 
People 

We who are many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.”
The Great Thanksgiving
BCP p. 367

The people remain standing. The Celebrant says

Celebrant
The Lord be with you.

People 
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.

People 
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Congregation sings Sanctus and Benedictus. 

Hymn S125

Proulx

Holy, holy, holy Lord
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Music: From 4 Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc.




The people stand or sit.  Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.   Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
The Celebrant says
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespass, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant leads the Congregation in singing Agnus Dei. 
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The Invitation

The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion.
All are invited to the Lord’s Table.
Hymn 314

    

                         Adoro devote
Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen
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Postcommunion Prayer
BCP p. 365

After kneeling, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food

of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The Celebrant blesses the People. 

The people stand and sing the recessional hymn.

Hymn 490



Houston

I want to walk as a child of the light
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The Dismissal

The Celebrant dismisses the saying
Minister   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia!
People
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Postlude




The Flowers on the Altar

are given to the glory of God



This Week at St. John’s:



Today, May 3

10:00AM    The Fifth Sunday of Easter: Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tues., May 5

9-2PM

        Church Office Open


6:00PM      Choir Practice

Sunday, May 10

10:00AM

    Holy Eucharist Rite II



Recent Attendance:



26
April 12, The Second Sunday of Easter

35
April 19, The Third Sunday of Easter

60
April 26, The Fourth Sunday of Easter



Serving in today’s liturgy:

First Lesson Lector
Nikki Shaw
Second Lesson Lector
Geri Moulton
Intercessor 
Kathe Gieseler
Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Mary Sheffield, Lee Dorsey, & Br. Jacob Luke
Altar Guild 
Cindy Gass
Vestry Tellers 
Janet Buckley & Kathe Gieseler
Assisting Minister 
Lee Dorsey

Acolyte 
Emma Talbert

Digital Evangelist 
Kristen Turner
Please remember in your prayers:
We lift up to you members of this church family, especially:

Geri Moulton, Cookie and David Rich, Bootsie Cieutat, Eddy Velaski, Julie Garner, Pat Fulford, Marie Brown, Bob Anderson, Helen Guthrie, Mike and Frances Barbour, Carolyn Pearce, Ashley Garris, and Jayson Chestang.
We pray for our family and friends, especially:
David Bryars*, Todd McGill*, Chris Velaski, Steve and Janice Garner, Frank Brown, JoAnn McPhearson, Colin Guthrie*, Alilee Pillman, Sheila Velaski, Andy Williams, Nadine Evans, Brenda Goolsby, Larry DeBert*, Louis Bell, Emily Brown, Dennis Clardy, Sarah Guthrie*, Morris Levy*, Joey Adams, Judy Lynch, John Knight, Adam Strong, Angie Leon, David Hamilton, Sheila Cassity Granger, Barbara Bonner, David Brunner, Mary Horner, Susan Hansen, Karl Gieseler*, Randy Dunn, Sharon Lee Nolan, Peggy Sheffield, Eddie Hun, Katelynn Tillman, Nancy Payne, Donna Pigg, Betty Williams, Latecia Cushion Knight, Bonnie Jernigan, Britney Butler, Neal Tourné, Sandy Michel, Paul Nelson, Frances LeBlanc (priest)*.
Our sisters and brothers serving in the Armed Forces: 

Nicholas Boykin, Ryan Hurt, Marcus Rich, Ross Hussmann, Ellis Garner, Bryant Andrews, Austin & Beka Denigan

THE CLERGY AND STAFF OF ST. JOHN’S

The Rt. Reverend J. Russell. Kendrick, Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
The Reverend John Talbert, Rector (frjohn@stjohnsmobile.org)

Mr. Louis F. Daniel, organist & choir director (music@stjohnsmobile.org)

Ms. Kathe Gieseler, financial secretary (finance@stjohnsmobile.org)

Dr. Nikki Shaw, office volunteer (office@stjohnsmobile.org)



