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Amherst ISD Gifted and Talented Program
Policies and Procedures

Definition of Gifted and Talented Students

Gifted and Talented students in Amherst Independent School District shall be defined as those students who, by virtue of outstanding mental abilities, are capable of high performance and demonstrate above-average achievement or potential in general intellectual ability and specific subject matter aptitude.

Mission Statement

The mission of Amherst ISD is to strategically provide a well-rounded educational program to ensure each child has equal opportunity to reach his or her academic potential.  The school board recognizes that some students possess, or are capable of possessing, extraordinary learning ability.  These students come from all socioeconomic, cultural, and ethnic backgrounds.  The needs of these students will be met by challenges in the regular classroom, in various instructional settings with specialized instruction and through continued identification of gifted and talented students. 

The school board asserts the following: 
· - Curricular modifications as described in our comprehensive program guide will occur in the regular classroom to provide continuous levels of challenge for all students 
· - In addition to the regular classroom, a range of instructional settings will be available for specialized instruction 
· - Ongoing identification of gifted and talented children as well as appropriate services will occur to meet unique learning needs.

The mission of Amherst Independent School District Gifted and Talented program is to identify and serve students who are gifted in general intellectual ability. These students are defined as those who possess outstanding academic abilities or those who are capable of high academic performance.



Program Organization

Program Design

Amherst Independent School District is dedicated to providing educational opportunities that meet the needs of all students within the district. Amherst Independent School District will address the needs of gifted students in grades 
K-12 in accordance with The Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted and Talented Students.

Students in Grades K-5 will be clustered in regular classrooms. This program structure will allow for interaction among their peers, as well as other gifted learners.  The program will allow for teachers to adjust the pace and depth of learning in specific content areas, as well as provide teachers to adjust the pace and depth of learning in specific content areas, as well as provide emphasis on higher level and creative and critical thinking skills.  Identified Gifted and Talented students shall be served in the regular classroom and via clustered student experiences.  Teaching will focus on higher level thinking experiences and activities to challenge, stimulate creativity, and encourage critical thinking. 
At the junior high level, enrichment courses are offered in the core academic subjects.  

Staff Development

Teachers who provide instruction and services that are a part of the program for gifted students will have a minimum of thirty hours of staff development. Including nature and needs of gifted/talented students, assessing student needs, and curriculum and instruction for gifted students.  Teacher must receive a yearly update. Teachers may take the six-hour yearly update if they have had the thirty-hour staff development within three years. Thereafter, teachers who provide instruction and services that are a part of the program for gifted students will receive a minimum of six hours annually of professional development in gifted education.






Identification Procedures

Referral

Although students may be referred at any time, there will be one formal referral period per school year designated in the fall.  The fall referral/screening is for placement in the Gifted and Talented Program the same school year. Nominations may be made by teachers, parents, or other interested persons.

Information about referral will be sent to all students in both English and Spanish.  This information can also be found on the school website, www.amherstisd.com

Parental Consent

The District shall obtain written parental consent before any special testing or individual assessment is conducted as part of the screening and identification process.  All student information collected during the screening and identification process shall be an educational record, subject to the protections set out in polities at Amherst Independent School District.

Assessment Process

The Board approved program for the gifted and talented shall establish criteria to identify gifted and talented and shall ensure the fair assessment of students with special needs such as the culturally different, the economically disadvantaged, and students with disabilities.

Data collected through both quantitative and qualitative assessments shall be measured against the criteria approved by the Board to determine individual eligibility for the program.  Assessment tools may include, but are not limited to, the following: achievement tests, intelligence tests, creativity tests, behavioral checklists completed by teacher, student/parent conferences, and available student work products. (See Profile.)  Assessment will consist of no less than three different measures.  Amherst Independent School District reserves the right to reassess students when they move from elementary, junior high and high school.



Selection Process

A district selection committee shall evaluate each nominated/referred student according to the established criteria and shall identify those students for whom placement in the gifted and talented program is the most appropriate educational setting.  The committee shall be composed of at least three professional educators who have received training in the nature and needs of gifted students, as required by law, and shall be established at each campus.

The District shall provide written notification to parents of students who qualify for services through the District’s gifted and talented program.  Participation in any program or services provided for gifted students shall be voluntary and the District shall obtain written permission from the parents before placing a student in a gifted program.

Student Transfer Policy

When a student identified as gifted by a previous school district enrolls in the District, the student will be placed in the District’s program for gifted and talented students.  The scores from the previous school will be requested.  Amherst Independent School District reserves the right to reassess transfer students.

Appeals Policy

A parent or student may appeal any final decision of the selection committee regarding selection for or exit from the gifted program.  Appeals shall be made first to the selection committee.  Any subsequent appeals shall be made in accordance with district appeal policy.

Furlough Policy

A furlough does not indicate a permanent exiting of G/T services. Furloughs can be utilized for a variety of extenuating circumstances.  A student may be granted a furlough from services for various issues such as over-commitment, family concerns, serious illness, or any other circumstances which would inhibit or curtail the student’s performance in G/T services. The furlough may also be used prior to a formal exit from the program for those students who are unable to maintain satisfactory performances within the learning opportunities of Gifted /Talented services.  A furlough is arranged to meet the individual needs of the student.
Exit Process

Student needs shall be monitored by the district. If the selection committee determines that it is in the best interest of the student and a furlough has been ineffective, students may be excited from the program. If a student or parent requests removal from the program, the selection committee shall meet with the parent and student before honoring the request. Once a student is exited from services, he/she must adhere to the identification procedures and exhibit educational need to be readmitted.

Program Evaluation

The District shall annually evaluate the effectiveness of the District’s gifted program.  The results of the evaluation shall be used to modify and update the District Improvement Plan. The district will include parents in the evaluation process and shall share the information with Board members, administrators, teachers, counselors, students in the gifted and talented program, and the community.

Community Awareness

The district will make information about the District’s gifted and talented program available to parents and community members.
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