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Psalm 73
Book Three
God Is My Strength and Portion Forever
A Psalm of Asaph.
73 Truly God is good to Israel,
to those who are pure in heart.
2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled,
my steps had nearly slipped.
3 For | was envious of the arrogant
when | saw the prosperity of the wicked.
4 For they have no pangs until death;
their bodies are fat and sleek.
5 They are not in trouble as others are;

they are not stricken like the rest of mankind.

6 Therefore pride is their necklace;
violence covers them as a garment.
7 Their eyes swell out through fatness;
their hearts overflow with follies.
8 They scoff and speak with malice;
loftily they threaten oppression.
9 They set their mouths against the heavens,
and their tongue struts through the earth.
10 Therefore his people turn back to them,
and find no fault in them.
11 And they say, “How can God know?
Is there knowledge in the Most High?”
12 Behold, these are the wicked;
always at ease, they increase in riches.
13 All in vain have | kept my heart clean
and washed my hands in innocence.
14 For all the day long | have been stricken
and rebuked every morning.

Jeremiah 22:1-23

Monday

15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,”
I would have betrayed the generation of your children.
16 But when | thought how to understand this,
it seemed to me a wearisome task,
17 until I went into the sanctuary of God;
then I discerned their end.
18 Truly you set them in slippery places;
you make them fall to ruin.
19 How they are destroyed in a moment,
swept away utterly by terrors!
20 Like a dream when one awakes,
O Lord, when you rouse yourself, you despise them as phan-
toms.
21 When my soul was embittered,
when | was pricked in heart,
22 | was brutish and ignorant;
| was like a beast toward you.
23 Nevertheless, | am continually with you;
you hold my right hand.
24 You guide me with your counsel,
and afterward you will receive me to glory.
25 Whom have | in heaven but you?
And there is nothing on earth that | desire besides you.
26 My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
27 For behold, those who are far from you shall perish;
you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you.
28 But for me it is good to be near God;
| have made the Lord God my refuge,
that | may tell of all your works.

22 Thus says the Lord: “Go down to the house of the king of Judah and speak there this word, 2 and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord,
O king of Judah, who sits on the throne of David, you, and your servants, and your people who enter these gates. 3 Thus says the
Lord: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or
violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you will indeed obey this
word, then there shall enter the gates of this house kings who sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they and
their servants and their people. 5 But if you will not obey these words, | swear by myself, declares the Lord, that this house shall
become a desolation. 6 For thus says the Lord concerning the house of the king of Judah:

“You are like Gilead to me, like the summit of Lebanon, yet surely | will make you a desert, an uninhabited city.

7 1 will prepare destroyers against you, each with his weapons, and they shall cut down your choicest cedars and cast them into the

fire.

8 ““And many nations will pass by this city, and every man will say to his neighbor, “Why has the Lord dealt thus with this great
city?” 9 And they will answer, “Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God and worshiped other gods and

mn

served them.

10 Weep not for him who is dead, nor grieve for him, but weep bitterly for him who goes away, for he shall return no more

to see his native land.
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Message to the Sons of Josiah

11 For thus says the Lord concerning Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah, who reigned instead of Josiah his father, and who went

away from this place: “He shall return here no more, 12 but in the place where they have carried him captive, there shall he die, and

he shall never see this land again.”

13 “Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by injustice, who makes his neighbor serve him for

nothing and does not give him his wages,

14 who says, ‘I will build myself a great house with spacious upper rooms,” who cuts out windows for it, paneling it with cedar and

painting it with vermilion.

15 Do you think you are a king because you compete in cedar? Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and righteousness?
Then it was well with him.

16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well. Is not this to know me? declares the Lord.

17 But you have eyes and heart only for your dishonest gain, for shedding innocent blood, and for practicing oppression and

violence.”

18 Therefore thus says the Lord concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: “They shall not lament for him, saying,
‘Ah, my brother!” or ‘Ah, sister!” They shall not lament for him, saying, ‘Ah, lord!’ or ‘Ah, his majesty!’

19 With the burial of a donkey he shall be buried, dragged and dumped beyond the gates of Jerusalem.”

20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out, and lift up your voice in Bashan; cry out from Abarim, for all your lovers are destroyed.

21 | spoke to you in your prosperity, but you said, ‘l will not listen.” This has been your way from your youth, that you have not

obeyed my voice.

22 The wind shall shepherd all your shepherds, and your lovers shall go into captivity; then you will be ashamed and confounded
because of all your evil.

23 O inhabitant of Lebanon, nested among the cedars, how you will be pitied when pangs come upon you, pain as of a woman in

labor!”

Matthew 25:1-13

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you,
go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.” 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, | do not know you.” 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.

The Ten Commandments

The Third Commandment

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly
hear and learn it.



Tuesday

Psalm 74
Arise, O God, Defend Your Cause
A Maskil of Asaph.
74 O God, why do you cast us off forever?
Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of your pasture?
2 Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old,
which you have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage!
Remember Mount Zion, where you have dwelt.
3 Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins;
the enemy has destroyed everything in the sanctuary!
4 Your foes have roared in the midst of your meeting place;
they set up their own signs for signs.
5 They were like those who swing axes
in a forest of trees.
6 And all its carved wood
they broke down with hatchets and hammers.
7 They set your sanctuary on fire;
they profaned the dwelling place of your name,
bringing it down to the ground.
8 They said to themselves, “We will utterly subdue them”;
they burned all the meeting places of God in the land.
9 We do not see our signs;
there is no longer any prophet,
and there is none among us who knows how long.
10 How long, O God, is the foe to scoff?
Is the enemy to revile your name forever?
11 Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand?
Take it from the fold of your garment and destroy them!

Jeremiah 23:1-20
The Righteous Branch

12 Yet God my King is from of old,
working salvation in the midst of the earth.
13 You divided the sea by your might;
you broke the heads of the sea monsters on the waters.
14 You crushed the heads of Leviathan;
you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness.
15 You split open springs and brooks;
you dried up ever-flowing streams.
16 Yours is the day, yours also the night;
you have established the heavenly lights and the sun.
17 You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth;
you have made summer and winter.
18 Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy scoffs,
and a foolish people reviles your name.
19 Do not deliver the soul of your dove to the wild beasts;
do not forget the life of your poor forever.
20 Have regard for the covenant,
for the dark places of the land are full of the habitations of
violence.
21 Let not the downtrodden turn back in shame;
let the poor and needy praise your name.
22 Arise, O God, defend your cause;
remember how the foolish scoff at you all the day!
23 Do not forget the clamor of your foes,
the uproar of those who rise against you, which goes up
continually!

23 “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the
God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. Behold, | will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the Lord. 3 Then | will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the countries where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply.
4 | will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing,
declares the Lord.
5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.
And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’
7 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when they shall no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who brought up the
people of Israel out of the land of Egypt,” 8 but ‘As the Lord lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of
the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.” Then they shall dwell in their own land.”
Lying Prophets
9 Concerning the prophets:
My heart is broken within me; all my bones shake; | am like a drunken man, like a man overcome by wine, because of the Lord

and because of his holy words.
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10 For the land is full of adulterers; because of the curse the land mourns, and the pastures of the wilderness are dried up. Their
course is evil, and their might is not right.

11 “Both prophet and priest are ungodly; even in my house | have found their evil, declares the Lord.

12 Therefore their way shall be to them like slippery paths in the darkness, into which they shall be driven and fall, for | will bring
disaster upon them in the year of their punishment, declares the Lord.

13 In the prophets of Samaria | saw an unsavory thing: they prophesied by Baal and led my people Israel astray.

14 But in the prophets of Jerusalem | have seen a horrible thing: they commit adultery and walk in lies; they strengthen the hands of
evildoers, so that no one turns from his evil; all of them have become like Sodom to me, and its inhabitants like Gomorrah.”

15 Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts concerning the prophets: “Behold, | will feed them with bitter food and give them poisoned
water to drink, for from the prophets of Jerusalem ungodliness has gone out into all the land.”

16 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They
speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. 17 They say continually to those who despise the word of the Lord,
‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.””

18 For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and to hear his word, or who has paid attention to his word and
listened?

19 Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked.

20 The anger of the Lord will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days you will
understand it clearly.

Matthew 25:14-30

The Parable of the Talents

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.
18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing
five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, | have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’
22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, | have made two
talents more.” 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over
much. Enter into the joy of your master.” 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be
a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so | was afraid, and | went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.” 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that
| reap where | have not sown and gather where | scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and at my coming | should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has
the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even
what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’

The Ten Commandments

The Fourth Commandment

Honor your father and your mother.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor
them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.
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Psalm 75 6 For not from the east or from the west
God Will Judge with Equity and not from the wilderness comes lifting up,
To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Psalm of 7 but it is God who executes judgment,
Asaph. A Song. putting down one and lifting up another.
75 We give thanks to you, O God; 8 For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup
we give thanks, for your name is near. with foaming wine, well mixed,
We recount your wondrous deeds. and he pours out from it,
2 “At the set time that | appoint and all the wicked of the earth
| will judge with equity. shall drain it down to the dregs.
3 When the earth totters, and all its inhabitants, 9 But | will declare it forever;
it is | who keep steady its pillars. Selah I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.
4 | say to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’ 10 All the horns of the wicked | will cut off,
and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your horn; but the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up.

5 do not lift up your horn on high,
or speak with haughty neck.””

Jeremiah 23:21-40
21 “I did not send the prophets,

yet they ran;
| did not speak to them,

yet they prophesied.
22 But if they had stood in my council,

then they would have proclaimed my words to my people,
and they would have turned them from their evil way,

and from the evil of their deeds.
23 “Am | a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God far away? 24 Can a man hide himself in secret places so that | cannot see
him? declares the Lord. Do | not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord. 25 | have heard what the prophets have said who
prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, | have dreamed!” 26 How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets
who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27 who think to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the
dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the Lord. 29 Is not
my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 30 Therefore, behold, | am against the
prophets, declares the Lord, who steal my words from one another. 31 Behold, | am against the prophets, declares the Lord, who
use their tongues and declare, ‘declares the Lord.” 32 Behold, | am against those who prophesy lying dreams, declares the Lord, and
who tell them and lead my people astray by their lies and their recklessness, when | did not send them or charge them. So they do
not profit this people at all, declares the Lord.
33 “When one of this people, or a prophet or a priest asks you, ‘What is the burden of the Lord?’ you shall say to them, ‘You are the
burden, and I will cast you off, declares the Lord.” 34 And as for the prophet, priest, or one of the people who says, ‘The burden of
the Lord,” | will punish that man and his household. 35 Thus shall you say, every one to his neighbor and every one to his brother,
‘What has the Lord answered?’ or ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 36 But ‘the burden of the Lord’ you shall mention no more, for the
burden is every man's own word, and you pervert the words of the living God, the Lord of hosts, our God. 37 Thus you shall say to
the prophet, ‘What has the Lord answered you?’ or “‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 38 But if you say, ‘The burden of the Lord,’” thus
says the Lord, ‘Because you have said these words, “The burden of the Lord,” when | sent to you, saying, “You shall not say, ‘The
burden of the Lord,”” 39 therefore, behold, | will surely lift you up and cast you away from my presence, you and the city that | gave
to you and your fathers. 40 And | will bring upon you everlasting reproach and perpetual shame, which shall not be forgotten.””
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Matthew 25:31-46

The Final Judgment

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be
gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For | was hungry and you gave me food, |
was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you
visited me, | was in prison and you came to me.” 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?

39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one
of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For
| was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 | was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them,
saying, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” 46 And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The Ten Commandments

The Fifth Commandment

You shall not murder.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support
him in every physical need.
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Psalm 76 6 At your rebuke, O God of Jacob,
Who Can Stand Before You? both rider and horse lay stunned.
To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm of 7 But you, you are to be feared!
Asaph. A Song. Who can stand before you
76 In Judah God is known; when once your anger is roused?
his name is great in Israel. 8 From the heavens you uttered judgment;
2 His abode has been established in Salem, the earth feared and was still,
his dwelling place in Zion. 9 when God arose to establish judgment,
3 There he broke the flashing arrows, to save all the humble of the earth. Selah
the shield, the sword, and the weapons of war. Selah 10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise you;
4 Glorious are you, more majestic the remnant of wrath you will put on like a belt.
than the mountains full of prey. 11 Make your vows to the Lord your God and perform them;
5 The stouthearted were stripped of their spoil; let all around him bring gifts
they sank into sleep; to him who is to be feared,
all the men of war 12 who cuts off the spirit of princes,
were unable to use their hands. who is to be feared by the kings of the earth.

Jeremiah 25:1-18

Seventy Years of Captivity

25 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of
Judah (that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 3 “For twenty-three years, from the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah,
to this day, the word of the Lord has come to me, and | have spoken persistently to you, but you have not listened. 4 You have
neither listened nor inclined your ears to hear, although the Lord persistently sent to you all his servants the prophets, 5 saying,
‘Turn now, every one of you, from his evil way and evil deeds, and dwell upon the land that the Lord has given to you and your
fathers from of old and forever. 6 Do not go after other gods to serve and worship them, or provoke me to anger with the work of
your hands. Then | will do you no harm.” 7 Yet you have not listened to me, declares the Lord, that you might provoke me to anger
with the work of your hands to your own harm.

8 “Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Because you have not obeyed my words, 9 behold, | will send for all the tribes of the north,
declares the Lord, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and | will bring them against this land and its
inhabitants, and against all these surrounding nations. | will devote them to destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and an
everlasting desolation. 10 Moreover, | will banish from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the grinding of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 11 This whole land shall become a
ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12 Then after seventy years are completed, | will
punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the Lord, making the land an
everlasting waste. 13 | will bring upon that land all the words that | have uttered against it, everything written in this book, which
Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations. 14 For many nations and great kings shall make slaves even of them, and | will
recompense them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.”

The Cup of the Lord's Wrath

15 Thus the Lord, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the nations to
whom | send you drink it. 16 They shall drink and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that | am sending among them.”

17 So | took the cup from the Lord's hand, and made all the nations to whom the Lord sent me drink it: 18 Jerusalem and the cities
of Judah, its kings and officials, to make them a desolation and a waste, a hissing and a curse, as at this day;
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Matthew 26:1-19

The Plot to Kill Jesus

26 When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2 “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and
the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and
plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar
among the people.”

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of very
expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant,
saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to
them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but
you will not always have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly, | say to
you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”

Judas to Betray Jesus

14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if | deliver
him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray him.
The Passover with the Disciples

17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat
the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. | will keep the
Passover at your house with my disciples.”” 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

The Ten Commandments

The Sixth Commandment

You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and
husband and wife love and honor each other.
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Psalm 77
In the Day of Trouble | Seek the Lord

To the choirmaster: according to Jeduthun. A Psalm of Asaph.

77 | cry aloud to God,
aloud to God, and he will hear me.
2 In the day of my trouble | seek the Lord;
in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying;
my soul refuses to be comforted.
3 When | remember God, | moan;
when | meditate, my spirit faints. Selah
4 You hold my eyelids open;
| am so troubled that | cannot speak.
5 | consider the days of old,
the years long ago.
6 | said, “Let me remember my song in the night;
let me meditate in my heart.”
Then my spirit made a diligent search:
7 “Will the Lord spurn forever,
and never again be favorable?
8 Has his steadfast love forever ceased?
Are his promises at an end for all time?
9 Has God forgotten to be gracious?
Has he in anger shut up his compassion?” Selah
10 Then I said, “I will appeal to this,
to the years of the right hand of the Most High.”

Jeremiah 26:1-19
Jeremiah Threatened with Death

11 | will remember the deeds of the Lord;
yes, | will remember your wonders of old.
12 | will ponder all your work,
and meditate on your mighty deeds.
13 Your way, O God, is holy.
What god is great like our God?
14 You are the God who works wonders;
you have made known your might among the peoples.
15 You with your arm redeemed your people,
the children of Jacob and Joseph. Selah
16 When the waters saw you, O God,
when the waters saw you, they were afraid;
indeed, the deep trembled.
17 The clouds poured out water;
the skies gave forth thunder;
your arrows flashed on every side.
18 The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
your lightnings lighted up the world;
the earth trembled and shook.
19 Your way was through the sea,
your path through the great waters;
yet your footprints were unseen.
20 You led your people like a flock
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

26 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the Lord: 2 “Thus says the Lord:
Stand in the court of the Lord's house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the Lord all the
words that | command you to speak to them; do not hold back a word. 3 It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil
way, that | may relent of the disaster that | intend to do to them because of their evil deeds. 4 You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the
Lord: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my law that | have set before you, 5 and to listen to the words of my servants the
prophets whom | send to you urgently, though you have not listened, 6 then | will make this house like Shiloh, and | will make this
city a curse for all the nations of the earth.””

7 The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the Lord. 8 And when
Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets
and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9 Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This house
shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house
of the Lord.

10 When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king's house to the house of the Lord and took their seat
in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the Lord. 11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the
people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own
ears.”
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12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and this city
all the words you have heard. 13 Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the
Lord will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14 But as for me, behold, | am in your hands. Do with me as
seems good and right to you. 15 Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and
upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.”
Jeremiah Spared from Death
16 Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, “This man does not deserve the sentence of death, for he
has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God.” 17 And certain of the elders of the land arose and spoke to all the assembled
people, saying, 18 “Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and said to all the people of Judah: ‘Thus
says the Lord of hosts,
“‘Zion shall be plowed as a field;

Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins,

and the mountain of the house a wooded height.’
19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Did he not fear the Lord and entreat the favor of the Lord, and did not
the Lord relent of the disaster that he had pronounced against them? But we are about to bring great disaster upon ourselves.”

Matthew 26:20-35

20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, | say to you, one of you will
betray me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has
dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who would betray him, answered,
“Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have said so.”

Institution of the Lord's Supper

26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my
body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 | tell you | will not drink again of this fruit of the vine
until that day when | drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial

30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because
of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” 32 But after | am raised up, |
will go before you to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, | will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said
to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even if | must
die with you, | will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.

The Ten Commandments

The Seventh Commandment

You shall not steal.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any
dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.
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Psalm 78:1-36

Tell the Coming Generation

A Maskil of Asaph.

78 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth!

2 | will open my mouth in a parable;
| will utter dark sayings from of old,

3 things that we have heard and known,
that our fathers have told us.

4 We will not hide them from their children,
but tell to the coming generation

the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might,
and the wonders that he has done.

5 He established a testimony in Jacob
and appointed a law in Israel,

which he commanded our fathers
to teach to their children,

6 that the next generation might know them,
the children yet unborn,

and arise and tell them to their children,

7 so that they should set their hope in God

and not forget the works of God,
but keep his commandments;

8 and that they should not be like their fathers,
a stubborn and rebellious generation,

a generation whose heart was not steadfast,
whose spirit was not faithful to God.

9 The Ephraimites, armed with the bow,
turned back on the day of battle.

10 They did not keep God's covenant,
but refused to walk according to his law.

11 They forgot his works
and the wonders that he had shown them.

12 In the sight of their fathers he performed wonders
in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.

13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it,
and made the waters stand like a heap.

14 In the daytime he led them with a cloud,
and all the night with a fiery light.

15 He split rocks in the wilderness
and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep.

16 He made streams come out of the rock
and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

17 Yet they sinned still more against him,
rebelling against the Most High in the desert.

18 They tested God in their heart
by demanding the food they craved.
19 They spoke against God, saying,
“Can God spread a table in the wilderness?
20 He struck the rock so that water gushed out
and streams overflowed.
Can he also give bread
or provide meat for his people?”

21 Therefore, when the Lord heard, he was full of wrath;

a fire was kindled against Jacob;
his anger rose against Israel,
22 because they did not believe in God
and did not trust his saving power.
23 Yet he commanded the skies above
and opened the doors of heaven,
24 and he rained down on them manna to eat
and gave them the grain of heaven.
25 Man ate of the bread of the angels;
he sent them food in abundance.
26 He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens,
and by his power he led out the south wind;
27 he rained meat on them like dust,
winged birds like the sand of the seas;
28 he let them fall in the midst of their camp,
all around their dwellings.
29 And they ate and were well filled,
for he gave them what they craved.
30 But before they had satisfied their craving,
while the food was still in their mouths,
31 the anger of God rose against them,
and he killed the strongest of them
and laid low the young men of Israel.
32 In spite of all this, they still sinned;
despite his wonders, they did not believe.
33 So he made their days vanish like a breath,
and their years in terror.

34 When he killed them, they sought him;
they repented and sought God earnestly.
35 They remembered that God was their rock,

the Most High God their redeemer.
36 But they flattered him with their mouths;
they lied to him with their tongues.
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Jeremiah 29:1-19

Jeremiah's Letter to the Exiles

29 These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the
priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 This was after King
Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the metal workers had
departed from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom
Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: 4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to
all the exiles whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may
bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and
pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not
let your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9 for it is a lie
that they are prophesying to you in my name; | did not send them, declares the Lord.

10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will visit you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and
bring you back to this place. 11 For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me,
when you seek me with all your heart. 14 | will be found by you, declares the Lord, and | will restore your fortunes and gather you
from all the nations and all the places where | have driven you, declares the Lord, and | will bring you back to the place from which |
sent you into exile.

15 “Because you have said, ‘The Lord has raised up prophets for us in Babylon,” 16 thus says the Lord concerning the king who sits on
the throne of David, and concerning all the people who dwell in this city, your kinsmen who did not go out with you into exile:

17 ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, behold, | am sending on them sword, famine, and pestilence, and | will make them like vile figs that
are so rotten they cannot be eaten. 18 | will pursue them with sword, famine, and pestilence, and will make them a horror to all the
kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, a terror, a hissing, and a reproach among all the nations where | have driven them, 19 because
they did not pay attention to my words, declares the Lord, that | persistently sent to you by my servants the prophets, but you would
not listen, declares the Lord.’

Matthew 26:36-56

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while | go over there and pray.”

37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul
is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying,
“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed,
“My Father, if this cannot pass unless | drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes
were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to
the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief
priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the man; seize him.”

49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came
to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out
his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword
back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that | cannot appeal to my Father, and he will
at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55 At
that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day | sat
in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples left him and fled.

The Ten Commandments

The Eighth Commandment

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt
his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.
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Psalm 90:1-12 6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
Book Four in the evening it fades and withers.
From Everlasting to Everlasting 7 For we are brought to an end by your anger;
A Prayer of Moses, the man of God. by your wrath we are dismayed.
90 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 8 You have set our iniquities before you,
in all generations. our secret sins in the light of your presence.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 9 For all our days pass away under your wrath;
or ever you had formed the earth and the world, we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 10 The years of our life are seventy,
3 You return man to dust or even by reason of strength eighty;
and say, “Return, O children of man!” yet their span is but toil and trouble;
4 For a thousand years in your sight they are soon gone, and we fly away.
are but as yesterday when it is past, 11 Who considers the power of your anger,
or as a watch in the night. and your wrath according to the fear of you?
5 You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, 12 So teach us to number our days
like grass that is renewed in the morning: that we may get a heart of wisdom.

Zephaniah 1:7-16

The Day of the Lord Is Near

7 Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.

8 And on the day of the Lord's sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king's sons and all who array themselves in foreign
attire.

9 On that day | will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master's house with violence and
fraud.

10 “On that day,” declares the Lord, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from
the hills.

11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off.

12 At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their hearts,
‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he doill.”

13 Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though
they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.”

14 The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; the mighty man cries
aloud there.

15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness,

16 aday of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.

Matthew 25:14-30

The Parable of the Talents

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two
talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a
long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, | have made five talents more.” 21 His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into
the joy of your master.” 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents;
here, | have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
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over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward,
saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so | was
afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.” 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and
slothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not sown and gather where | scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have in-
vested my money with the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance.
But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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