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Monday

Psalm 67 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
Make Your Face Shine upon Us for you judge the peoples with equity
To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. and guide the nations upon earth. Selah
67 May God be gracious to us and bless us 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;

and make his face to shine upon us, Selah let all the peoples praise you!
2 that your way may be known on earth, 6 The earth has yielded its increase;

your saving power among all nations. God, our God, shall bless us.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 7 God shall bless us;

let all the peoples praise you! let all the ends of the earth fear him!

Jeremiah 1:1-19

1 The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word
of the Lord came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, and until the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah, the son of Josiah, king of

Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the fifth month.

The Call of Jeremiah

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying,

5 “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;

| appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6 Then | said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, | do not know how to speak, for | am only a youth.” 7 But the Lord said to me,

“Do not say, ‘l am only a youth’;

for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,

and whatever | command you, you shall speak.

8 Do not be afraid of them,

for | am with you to deliver you,

declares the Lord.”

9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me,

“Behold, | have put my words in your mouth.

10 See, | have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to break down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”

11 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” And | said, “I see an almond branch.” 12 Then

the Lord said to me, “You have seen well, for | am watching over my word to perform it.”

13 The word of the Lord came to me a second time, saying, “What do you see?” And | said, “I see a boiling pot, facing away from the
north.” 14 Then the Lord said to me, “Out of the north disaster shall be let loose upon all the inhabitants of the land. 15 For
behold, | am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of the north, declares the Lord, and they shall come, and every one shall set his
throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, against all its walls all around and against all the cities of Judah. 16 And | will
declare my judgments against them, for all their evil in forsaking me. They have made offerings to other gods and worshiped the
works of their own hands. 17 But you, dress yourself for work; arise, and say to them everything that | command you. Do not be
dismayed by them, lest | dismay you before them. 18 And |, behold, | make you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, and bronze
walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the people of the land. 19 They will fight against
you, but they shall not prevail against you, for | am with you, declares the Lord, to deliver you.”



November 2

Matthew 21:23-46
The Authority of Jesus Challenged
23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By
what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one
question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you by what authority | do these things. 25 The baptism of John, from
where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John
was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do
these things.
The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 29 And he
answered, ‘I will not,” but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said the same. And he
answered, ‘I will, sir,” but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, |
say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you
did not afterward change your minds and believe him.
The Parable of the Tenants
33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it
and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill
him and have his inheritance.” 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore the owner
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death
and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
“‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,

and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43 Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although
they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

Christian Questions with Their Answers 1-9

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.



Tuesday

Psalm 68
God Shall Scatter His Enemies
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song.
68 God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered;
and those who hate him shall flee before him!
2 As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away;
as wax melts before fire,
so the wicked shall perish before God!
3 But the righteous shall be glad;
they shall exult before God;
they shall be jubilant with joy!
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts;
his name is the Lord;
exult before him!
5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.
6 God settles the solitary in a home;
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,
but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.
7 O God, when you went out before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness, Selah
8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain,
before God, the One of Sinai,
before God, the God of Israel.
9 Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad;
you restored your inheritance as it languished;
10 your flock found a dwelling in it;
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy.
11 The Lord gives the word;
the women who announce the news are a great host:
12 “The kings of the armies—they flee, they flee!”
The women at home divide the spoil—
13 though you men lie among the sheepfolds—
the wings of a dove covered with silver,
its pinions with shimmering gold.
14 When the Almighty scatters kings there,
let snow fall on Zalmon.
15 O mountain of God, mountain of Bashan;
O many-peaked mountain, mountain of Bashan!

16 Why do you look with hatred, O many-peaked mountain,

at the mount that God desired for his abode,
yes, where the Lord will dwell forever?
17 The chariots of God are twice ten thousand,
thousands upon thousands;
the Lord is among them; Sinai is now in the sanctuary.

Jeremiah 3:6-4:2
Faithless Israel Called to Repentance

18 You ascended on high,
leading a host of captives in your train
and receiving gifts among men,
even among the rebellious, that the Lord God may dwell there.
19 Blessed be the Lord,
who daily bears us up;
God is our salvation. Selah
20 Our God is a God of salvation,
and to God, the Lord, belong deliverances from death.
21 But God will strike the heads of his enemies,
the hairy crown of him who walks in his guilty ways.
22 The Lord said,
“I will bring them back from Bashan,
| will bring them back from the depths of the sea,
23 that you may strike your feet in their blood,
that the tongues of your dogs may have their portion from the foe.”
24 Your procession is seen, O God,
the procession of my God, my King, into the sanctuary—
25 the singers in front, the musicians last,
between them virgins playing tambourines:
26 “Bless God in the great congregation,
the Lord, O you who are of Israel's fountain!”
27 There is Benjamin, the least of them, in the lead,
the princes of Judah in their throng,
the princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali.
28 Summon your power, O God,
the power, O God, by which you have worked for us.
29 Because of your temple at Jerusalem
kings shall bear gifts to you.
30 Rebuke the beasts that dwell among the reeds,
the herd of bulls with the calves of the peoples.
Trample underfoot those who lust after tribute;
scatter the peoples who delight in war.
31 Nobles shall come from Egypt;
Cush shall hasten to stretch out her hands to God.
32 O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God;
sing praises to the Lord, Selah
33 to him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens;
behold, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.
34 Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel,
and whose power is in the skies.
35 Awesome is God from his sanctuary;
the God of Israel—he is the one who gives power and strength to his
people.
Blessed be God!

6 The Lord said to me in the days of King Josiah: “Have you seen what she did, that faithless one, Israel, how she went up on every high hill
and under every green tree, and there played the whore? 7 And | thought, ‘After she has done all this she will return to me,’ but she did not
return, and her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, | had sent her away with a
decree of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore. 9 Because she took her whoredom
lightly, she polluted the land, committing adultery with stone and tree. 10 Yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to

me with her whole heart, but in pretense, declares the Lord.”

11 And the Lord said to me, “Faithless Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah. 12 Go, and proclaim these words
toward the north, and say, “‘Return, faithless Israel, declares the Lord. | will not look on you in anger, for | am merciful, declares the Lord; |

will not be angry forever.
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13 Only acknowledge your guilt, that you rebelled against the Lord your God and scattered your favors among foreigners under every green
tree, and that you have not obeyed my voice, declares the Lord.

14 Return, O faithless children, declares the Lord; for | am your master; | will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and | will bring
you to Zion.

15 “‘And | will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. 16 And when you have
multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those days, declares the Lord, they shall no more say, “The ark of the covenant of the Lord.” It shall
not come to mind or be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again. 17 At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of

the Lord, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the Lord in Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil
heart. 18 In those days the house of Judah shall join the house of Israel, and together they shall come from the land of the north to the land
that | gave your fathers for a heritage.

19 “‘I said, How | would set you among my sons, and give you a pleasant land, a heritage most beautiful of all nations. And | thought you
would call me, My Father, and would not turn from following me.

20 Surely, as a treacherous wife leaves her husband, so have you been treacherous to me, O house of Israel, declares the Lord.””

21 A voice on the bare heights is heard, the weeping and pleading of Israel's sons because they have perverted their way; they have forgotten
the Lord their God.

22 “Return, O faithless sons; | will heal your faithlessness.” “Behold, we come to you, for you are the Lord our God.

23 Truly the hills are a delusion, the orgies on the mountains. Truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel.

24 “But from our youth the shameful thing has devoured all for which our fathers labored, their flocks and their herds, their sons and their
daughters. 25 Let us lie down in our shame, and let our dishonor cover us. For we have sinned against the Lord our God, we and our fathers,
from our youth even to this day, and we have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God.”

4 “If you return, O Israel, declares the Lord, to me you should return.

If you remove your detestable things from my presence, and do not waver,

2 and if you swear, ‘As the Lord lives,” in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, then nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall
they glory.”

Matthew 22:1-22

The Parable of the Wedding Feast

22 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his
son, 3 and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants,
saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is
ready. Come to the wedding feast.”” 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized
his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and
burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main
roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.” 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found,
both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how
did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot
and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Paying Taxes to Caesar

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians,
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not
swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice,

said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus said to

them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

Christian Questions with Their Answers 10-15

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood for me.
11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.

12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.



Wednesday

Psalm 69
Save Me, O God
To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. Of David.
69 Save me, O God!
For the waters have come up to my neck.
2 I sink in deep mire,
where there is no foothold;
| have come into deep waters,
and the flood sweeps over me.
3 1 am weary with my crying out;
my throat is parched.
My eyes grow dim
with waiting for my God.
4 More in number than the hairs of my head
are those who hate me without cause;
mighty are those who would destroy me,
those who attack me with lies.
What | did not steal
must | now restore?
5 0 God, you know my folly;
the wrongs | have done are not hidden from you.
6 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me,
O Lord God of hosts;
let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me,
O God of Israel.
7 For it is for your sake that | have borne reproach,
that dishonor has covered my face.
8 | have become a stranger to my brothers,
an alien to my mother's sons.
9 For zeal for your house has consumed me,
and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.
10 When | wept and humbled my soul with fasting,
it became my reproach.
11 When | made sackcloth my clothing,
| became a byword to them.
12 | am the talk of those who sit in the gate,
and the drunkards make songs about me.
13 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.
At an acceptable time, O God,
in the abundance of your steadfast love answer me in your saving
faithfulness.
14 Deliver me
from sinking in the mire;
let me be delivered from my enemies
and from the deep waters.
15 Let not the flood sweep over me,
or the deep swallow me up,
or the pit close its mouth over me.

Jeremiah 5:1-19

Jerusalem Refused to Repent

16 Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.
17 Hide not your face from your servant,
for | am in distress; make haste to answer me.
18 Draw near to my soul, redeem me;
ransom me because of my enemies!
19 You know my reproach,
and my shame and my dishonor;
my foes are all known to you.
20 Reproaches have broken my heart,
so that | am in despair.
I looked for pity, but there was none,
and for comforters, but | found none.
21 They gave me poison for food,
and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.
22 Let their own table before them become a snare;
and when they are at peace, let it become a trap.
23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see,
and make their loins tremble continually.
24 Pour out your indignation upon them,
and let your burning anger overtake them.
25 May their camp be a desolation;
let no one dwell in their tents.
26 For they persecute him whom you have struck down,
and they recount the pain of those you have wounded.
27 Add to them punishment upon punishment;
may they have no acquittal from you.
28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living;
let them not be enrolled among the righteous.
29 But | am afflicted and in pain;
let your salvation, O God, set me on high!
30 | will praise the name of God with a song;
I will magnify him with thanksgiving.
31 This will please the Lord more than an ox
or a bull with horns and hoofs.
32 When the humble see it they will be glad;
you who seek God, let your hearts revive.
33 For the Lord hears the needy
and does not despise his own people who are prisoners.
34 Let heaven and earth praise him,
the seas and everything that moves in them.
35 For God will save Zion
and build up the cities of Judah,
and people shall dwell there and possess it;
36 the offspring of his servants shall inherit it,
and those who love his name shall dwell in it.

5 Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, look and take note! Search her squares to see if you can find a man, one who does
justice and seeks truth, that | may pardon her. 2 Though they say, “As the Lord lives,” yet they swear falsely. 3 O Lord, do not your eyes look
for truth? You have struck them down, but they felt no anguish; you have consumed them, but they refused to take correction. They have

made their faces harder than rock; they have refused to repent.

4 Then | said, “These are only the poor; they have no sense; for they do not know the way of the Lord, the justice of their God. 5 | will go to
the great and will speak to them, for they know the way of the Lord, the justice of their God.” But they all alike had broken the yoke; they

had burst the bonds.
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6 Therefore a lion from the forest shall strike them down; a wolf from the desert shall devastate them. A leopard is watching their cities;
everyone who goes out of them shall be torn in pieces, because their transgressions are many, their apostasies are great.
7 “How can | pardon you? Your children have forsaken me and have sworn by those who are no gods. When | fed them to the full,

they committed adultery and trooped to the houses of whores. 8 They were well-fed, lusty stallions, each neighing for his neighbor's wife.
9 Shall I not punish them for these things? declares the Lord; and shall I not avenge myself on a nation such as this?

10 “Go up through her vine rows and destroy, but make not a full end; strip away her branches, for they are not the Lord's. 11 For the house of
Israel and the house of Judah have been utterly treacherous to me, declares the Lord. 12 They have spoken falsely of the Lord and have said,
‘He will do nothing; no disaster will come upon us, nor shall we see sword or famine. 13 The prophets will become wind; the word is not in
them. Thus shall it be done to them!””

The Lord Proclaims Judgment

14 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of hosts: “Because you have spoken this word, behold, | am making my words in your mouth a fire,
and this people wood, and the fire shall consume them. 15 Behold, | am bringing against you a nation from afar, O house of Israel, declares
the Lord. It is an enduring nation; it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language you do not know, nor can you understand what they say.
16 Their quiver is like an open tomb; they are all mighty warriors. 17 They shall eat up your harvest and your food; they shall eat up your sons
and your daughters; they shall eat up your flocks and your herds; they shall eat up your vines and your fig trees; your fortified cities in which
you trust they shall beat down with the sword.” 18 “But even in those days, declares the Lord, | will not make a full end of you. 19 And when
your people say, ‘Why has the Lord our God done all these things to us?’ you shall say to them, ‘As you have forsaken me and served foreign
gods in your land, so you shall serve foreigners in a land that is not yours.””

Matthew 22:23-46

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection

23 The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question, 24 saying, “Teacher, Moses
said, ‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother.” 25 Now there were seven
brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no offspring left his wife to his brother. 26 So too the second and third, down to the
seventh. 27 After them all, the woman died. 28 In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her.”

29 But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was
said to you by God: 32 ‘l am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the

living.” 33 And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching.

The Great Commandment

34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Whose Son Is the Christ?

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, 42 saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son
is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,

44 “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until | put your enemies under your feet”’?

45 If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46 And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask
him any more questions.

Christian Questions with Their Answers 16-20

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that.
Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone,
and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, encouragement,
and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should
believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and
remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.

Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or
without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and devout Dr.
Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six:
“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”



Thursday

Psalm 70 4 May all who seek you

To the choirmaster. Of David, for the memorial offering. rejoice and be glad in you!

70 Make haste, O God, to deliver me! May those who love your salvation
O Lord, make haste to help me! say evermore, “God is great!”

2 Let them be put to shame and confusion 5 But | am poor and needy;
who seek my life! hasten to me, O God!

Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor You are my help and my deliverer;
who delight in my hurt! O Lord, do not delay!

3 Let them turn back because of their shame
who say, “Aha, Aha!”

Jeremiah 7:1-29

Evil in the Land

7 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, and proclaim there this word, and say,
Hear the word of the Lord, all you men of Judah who enter these gates to worship the Lord. 3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God
of Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and | will let you dwell in this place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This is the
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.’

5 “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with another, 6 if you do not oppress the
sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own
harm, 7 then | will let you dwell in this place, in the land that | gave of old to your fathers forever.

8 “Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to

Baal, and go after other gods that you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my
name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? 11 Has this house, which is called by my

name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, | myself have seen it, declares the Lord. 12 Go now to my place that was in
Shiloh, where | made my name dwell at first, and see what | did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. 13 And now, because
you have done all these things, declares the Lord, and when | spoke to you persistently you did not listen, and when | called you,
you did not answer, 14 therefore | will do to the house that is called by my name, and in which you trust, and to the place that |
gave to you and to your fathers, as | did to Shiloh. 15 And | will cast you out of my sight, as | cast out all your kinsmen, all the
offspring of Ephraim.

16 “As for you, do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with me, for | will not hear

you. 17 Do you not see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The children gather wood, the
fathers kindle fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven. And they pour out drink offerings to other
gods, to provoke me to anger. 19 Is it | whom they provoke? declares the Lord. Is it not themselves, to their own

shame? 20 Therefore thus says the Lord God: Behold, my anger and my wrath will be poured out on this place, upon man and beast,
upon the trees of the field and the fruit of the ground; it will burn and not be quenched.”

21 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices, and eat the flesh. 22 For in the day
that | brought them out of the land of Egypt, | did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices. 23 But this command | gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and | will be your God, and you shall be my people. And walk in all the
way that | command you, that it may be well with you.” 24 But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own
counsels and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 25 From the day that your fathers came
out of the land of Egypt to this day, | have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. 26 Yet they did not
listen to me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers.

27 “So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you. You shall call to them, but they will not answer

you. 28 And you shall say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the Lord their God, and did not accept
discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off from their lips.

29 ““Cut off your hair and cast it away; raise a lamentation on the bare heights, for the Lord has rejected and forsaken the
generation of his wrath.
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Matthew 23:1-12

Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, 3 so do and observe
whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to

bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger.5 They do all their
deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of honor at
feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 8 But you are not
to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one
Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you shall
be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

The Ten Commandments
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household



Psalm 71
Forsake Me Not When My Strength Is Spent
71 Inyou, O Lord, do | take refuge;
let me never be put to shame!
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;
incline your ear to me, and save me!
3 Be to me a rock of refuge,
to which | may continually come;
you have given the command to save me,
for you are my rock and my fortress.
4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,
from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man.
5 For you, O Lord, are my hope,
my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
6 Upon you | have leaned from before my birth;
you are he who took me from my mother's womb.
My praise is continually of you.
7 | have been as a portent to many,
but you are my strong refuge.
8 My mouth is filled with your praise,
and with your glory all the day.
9 Do not cast me off in the time of old age;
forsake me not when my strength is spent.
10 For my enemies speak concerning me;
those who watch for my life consult together
11 and say, “God has forsaken him;
pursue and seize him,
for there is none to deliver him.”
12 O God, be not far from me;
O my God, make haste to help me!
13 May my accusers be put to shame and consumed;
with scorn and disgrace may they be covered
who seek my hurt.

Jeremiah 8:18-9:12
Jeremiah Grieves for His People

Friday

14 But | will hope continually
and will praise you yet more and more.
15 My mouth will tell of your righteous acts,
of your deeds of salvation all the day,
for their number is past my knowledge.
16 With the mighty deeds of the Lord God | will come;
I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.
17 O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
18 So even to old age and gray hairs,
0O God, do not forsake me,
until | proclaim your might to another generation,
your power to all those to come.
19 Your righteousness, O God,
reaches the high heavens.
You who have done great things,
O God, who is like you?
20 You who have made me see many troubles and calamities
will revive me again;
from the depths of the earth
you will bring me up again.
21 You will increase my greatness
and comfort me again.
22 | will also praise you with the harp
for your faithfulness, O my God;
I will sing praises to you with the lyre,
O Holy One of Israel.
23 My lips will shout for joy,
when | sing praises to you;
my soul also, which you have redeemed.
24 And my tongue will talk of your righteous help all the day long,
for they have been put to shame and disappointed
who sought to do me hurt.

18 My joy is gone; grief is upon me; my heart is sick within me. 19 Behold, the cry of the daughter of my people from the length and
breadth of the land: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King not in her?” “Why have they provoked me to anger with their carved
images and with their foreign idols?” 20 “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” 21 For the wound of the
daughter of my people is my heart wounded; | mourn, and dismay has taken hold on me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of the daughter of my people not been
restored? 9 Oh that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that | might weep day and night for the slain of the
daughter of my people! 2 Oh that | had in the desert a travelers' lodging place, that | might leave my people and go away from
them! For they are all adulterers, a company of treacherous men. 3 They bend their tongue like a bow; falsehood and not truth has
grown strong in the land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know me, declares the Lord.
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4 Let everyone beware of his neighbor, and put no trust in any brother, for every brother is a deceiver, and every neighbor goes
about as a slanderer. 5 Everyone deceives his neighbor, and no one speaks the truth; they have taught their tongue to speak lies; they
weary themselves committing iniquity. 6 Heaping oppression upon oppression, and deceit upon deceit, they refuse to know me,
declares the Lord. 7 Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: “Behold, | will refine them and test them, for what else can | do, because
of my people? 8 Their tongue is a deadly arrow; it speaks deceitfully; with his mouth each speaks peace to his neighbor, but in his
heart he plans an ambush for him. 9 Shall | not punish them for these things? declares the Lord, and shall | not avenge myself on a
nation such as this? 10 “I will take up weeping and wailing for the mountains, and a lamentation for the pastures of the wilderness,
because they are laid waste so that no one passes through, and the lowing of cattle is not heard; both the birds of the air and the
beasts have fled and are gone. 11 | will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, a lair of jackals, and | will make the cities of Judah a
desolation, without inhabitant.” 12 Who is the man so wise that he can understand this? To whom has the mouth of the Lord spoken,
that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined and laid waste like a wilderness, so that no one passes through?

Matthew 23:13-39

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter
yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. 15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and
land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple,
he is bound by his oath.” 17 You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? 18 And you
say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.” 19 You
blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by
everything on it. 21 And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. 22 And whoever swears by heaven
swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of
the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides,
straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed
and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but
within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the
righteous, 30 saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the
prophets.” 31 Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the
measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? 34 Therefore | send
you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues

and persecute from town to town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of

righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, |
say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.

Lament over Jerusalem

37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would |

have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left
to you desolate. 39 For | tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.””

The Ten Commandments

The First Commandment

You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.



Saturday

Psalm 72 12 For he delivers the needy when he calls,
Give the King Your Justice the poor and him who has no helper.
Of Solomon. 13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
72 Give the king your justice, O God, and saves the I.ives of th.e needy. o
and your righteousness to the royal son! 14 From op'pres'smn E{nd V|0Ie'nce.he.redeems their life,
2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and precious |s'the|r blood in his sight.
and your poor with justice! 15 Long may he live; . '
3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, may gold of Sheba be given to him!
and the hills, in righteousness! May prayer be made for him continually,
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, and blessings invoked for him aII_th_e day!
give deliverance to the children of the needy, 16 May there be abundance _Of grainin the land;
and crush the oppressor! on the top§ of the mountains may it wave;
5 May they fear you while the sun endures, may its fruit be like Lebgnon; N
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! and may people b|°55°f‘” in the cities
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like the.grass of the field!
like showers that water the earth! 17 May his name endure forever,
7 In his days may the righteous flourish, his fame continue as long as the sun!
and peace abound, till the moon be no more! May people be blessed in him,
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, all nations call him blessed!
and from the River to the ends of the earth! 18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
9 May desert tribes bow down before him, who alone dO.ES wo.ndrous things.
and his enemies lick the dust! 19 Blessed be his glorious name forever;
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands may the whole earth be filled with his glory!
render him tribute; Amenand Amen!
may the kings of Sheba and Seba 20 The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.
bring gifts!

11 May all kings fall down before him,
all nations serve him!

Jeremiah 11:1-23

The Broken Covenant

11 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and speak to the men of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 3 You shall say to them, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Cursed be the man who does not hear the
words of this covenant 4 that | commanded your fathers when | brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace,
saying, Listen to my voice, and do all that | command you. So shall you be my people, and | will be your God, 5 that | may confirm the
oath that | swore to your fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this day.” Then | answered, “So be it, Lord.”
6 And the Lord said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: Hear the words of this
covenant and do them. 7 For | solemnly warned your fathers when | brought them up out of the land of Egypt, warning them
persistently, even to this day, saying, Obey my voice. 8 Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone walked in the
stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore | brought upon them all the words of this covenant, which | commanded them to do, but
they did not.”

9 Again the Lord said to me, “A conspiracy exists among the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have turned
back to the iniquities of their forefathers, who refused to hear my words. They have gone after other gods to serve them. The house
of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that | made with their fathers. 11 Therefore, thus says the Lord, Behold, |
am bringing disaster upon them that they cannot escape. Though they cry to me, | will not listen to them. 12 Then the cities of Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they make offerings, but they cannot save them in the time of
their trouble. 13 For your gods have become as many as your cities, O Judah, and as many as the streets of Jerusalem are the altars
you have set up to shame, altars to make offerings to Baal.

14 “Therefore do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their behalf, for | will not listen when they call to me in the
time of their trouble. 15 What right has my beloved in my house, when she has done many vile deeds? Can even sacrificial flesh
avert your doom? Can you then exult? 16 The Lord once called you ‘a green olive tree, beautiful with good fruit.” But with the roar of
a great tempest he will set fire to it, and its branches will be consumed. 17 The Lord of hosts, who planted you, has decreed disaster
against you, because of the evil that the house of Israel and the house of Judah have done, provoking me to anger by making
offerings to Baal.”
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18 The Lord made it known to me and | knew;
then you showed me their deeds.
19 But | was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
I did not know it was against me
they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name be remembered no more.”
20 But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously,
who tests the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have | committed my cause.
21 Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the men of Anathoth, who seek your life, and say, “Do not prophesy in the name of
the Lord, or you will die by our hand”— 22 therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: “Behold, | will punish them. The young men shall die
by the sword, their sons and their daughters shall die by famine, 23 and none of them shall be left. For | will bring disaster upon the
men of Anathoth, the year of their punishment.”

Matthew 24:1-28

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple

24 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. 2 But he
answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, | say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.”

Signs of the End of the Age

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be
the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will
come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,” and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that
you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.

9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. 10 And
then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many

astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the
end will come.

The Abomination of Desolation

15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader
understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take
what is in his house, 18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant
and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21 For then there
will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those days
had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone
says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!” or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform
great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, | have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you,
‘Look, he is in the wilderness,” do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,” do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the
vultures will gather.

The Ten Commandments

The Second Commandment

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but
call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.



Sunday

Psalm 70 rejoice and be glad in you!
To the choirmaster. Of David, for the memorial offering. May those who love your salvation
70 Make haste, O God, to deliver me! say evermore, “God is great!”

O Lord, make haste to help me! 5 But I am poor and needy;
2 Let them be put to shame and confusion hasten to me, O God!

who seek my life! You are my help and my deliverer;
Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor O Lord, do not delay!

who delight in my hurt!

3 Let them turn back because of their shame
who say, “Aha, Aha!”

4 May all who seek you

Amos 5:18-24
Let Justice Roll Down
18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why would you have the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, and not light,
19 asif a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21 “I hate, | despise your feasts,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps | will not listen.
24 But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Matt. 25:1-13
The Parable of the Ten Virgins

25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of
oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for
us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came,

and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, | do not know you.” 13 Watch therefore, for

you know neither the day nor the hour.
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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