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Monday

Psalm 61
For the director of music. With stringed instruments. Of David.
1 Hear my cry, O God;
listen to my prayer.
2 From the ends of the earth | call to you,
| call as my heart grows faint;
lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
3 For you have been my refuge,
a strong tower against the foe.
4 | long to dwell in your tent forever
and take refuge in the shelter of your wings.
5 For you, God, have heard my vows;
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.
6 Increase the days of the king’s life,
his years for many generations.
7 May he be enthroned in God'’s presence forever;
appoint your love and faithfulness to protect him.
8 Then | will ever sing in praise of your name
and fulfill my vows day after day.

Deuteronomy 28:1-22

Blessings for Obedience

28 “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments that | command you today,
the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake
you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God. 3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. 4 Blessed
shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of
your flock. 5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you
be when you go out.

7 “The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you. They shall come out against you one way and
flee before you seven ways. 8 The Lord will command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you undertake. And he will
bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 9 The Lord will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn
to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord your God and walk in his ways. 10 And all the peoples of the earth shall see that
you are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be afraid of you. 11 And the Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the
fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your ground, within the land that the Lord swore to your
fathers to give you. 12 The Lord will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season and to
bless all the work of your hands. And you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13 And the Lord will make you the
head and not the tail, and you shall only go up and not down, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which |
command you today, being careful to do them, 14 and if you do not turn aside from any of the words that | command you today, to
the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

Curses for Disobedience

15 “But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that |
command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you. 16 Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed
shall you be in the field. 17 Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18 Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the
fruit of your ground, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 19 Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed
shall you be when you go out.

20 “The Lord will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and perish
quickly on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken me. 21 The Lord will make the pestilence stick to you until
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he has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 22 The Lord will strike you with wasting disease and
with fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought and with blight and with mildew. They shall pursue you until you perish.

Matthew 18:1-20

Who Is the Greatest?

18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he
put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to

sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.
Temptations to Sin

7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation
comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away.
It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father
who is in heaven. 12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it
more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.

If Your Brother Sins Against You

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your
brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”

The Sacrament of the Altar

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?

These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and
salvation are given us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.



Tuesday

Psalm 62
My Soul Waits for God Alone
To the choirmaster: according to Jeduthun. A Psalm of David.
62 For God alone my soul waits in silence;
from him comes my salvation.
2 He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; | shall not be greatly shaken.
3 How long will all of you attack a man
to batter him,
like a leaning wall, a tottering fence?
4 They only plan to thrust him down from his high position.
They take pleasure in falsehood.
They bless with their mouths,
but inwardly they curse. Selah
5 For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
for my hope is from him.
6 He only is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; | shall not be shaken.

7 On God rests my salvation and my glory;
my mighty rock, my refuge is God.
8 Trust in him at all times, O people;
pour out your heart before him;
God is a refuge for us. Selah
9 Those of low estate are but a breath;
those of high estate are a delusion;
in the balances they go up;
they are together lighter than a breath.
10 Put no trust in extortion;
set no vain hopes on robbery;
if riches increase, set not your heart on them.
11 Once God has spoken;
twice have | heard this:
that power belongs to God,
12 and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.
For you will render to a man
according to his work.

Deuteronomy 29:1-29

The Covenant Renewed in Moab

29 These are the words of the covenant that the Lord commanded Moses to make with the people of Israel in the land of Moab,
besides the covenant that he had made with them at Horeb.

2 And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: “You have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to
Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 3 the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders. 4 But to
this day the Lord has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear. 5 | have led you forty years in the
wilderness. Your clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn off your feet. 6 You have not eaten bread, and
you have not drunk wine or strong drink, that you may know that | am the Lord your God. 7 And when you came to this place, Sihon
the king of Heshbon and Og the king of Bashan came out against us to battle, but we defeated them. 8 We took their land and gave it
for an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of the Manassites. 9 Therefore keep the words of this covenant
and do them, that you may prosper in all that you do.

10 “You are standing today, all of you, before the Lord your God: the heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers, all the men
of Israel, 11 your little ones, your wives, and the sojourner who is in your camp, from the one who chops your wood to the one who
draws your water, 12 so that you may enter into the sworn covenant of the Lord your God, which the Lord your God is making with
you today, 13 that he may establish you today as his people, and that he may be your God, as he promised you, and as he swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 14 It is not with you alone that | am making this sworn covenant, 15 but with
whoever is standing here with us today before the Lord our God, and with whoever is not here with us today.

16 “You know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came through the midst of the nations through which you

passed. 17 And you have seen their detestable things, their idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, which were among

them. 18 Beware lest there be among you a man or woman or clan or tribe whose heart is turning away today from the Lord our God
to go and serve the gods of those nations. Beware lest there be among you a root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit, 19 one who,
when he hears the words of this sworn covenant, blesses himself in his heart, saying, ‘I shall be safe, though | walk in the
stubbornness of my heart.” This will lead to the sweeping away of moist and dry alike. 20 The Lord will not be willing to forgive him,
but rather the anger of the Lord and his jealousy will smoke against that man, and the curses written in this book will settle upon
him, and the Lord will blot out his name from under heaven. 21 And the Lord will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for
calamity, in accordance with all the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. 22 And the next generation, your children
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who rise up after you, and the foreigner who comes from a far land, will say, when they see the afflictions of that land and the
sicknesses with which the Lord has made it sick— 23 the whole land burned out with brimstone and salt, nothing sown and nothing
growing, where no plant can sprout, an overthrow like that of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew
in his anger and wrath— 24 all the nations will say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land? What caused the heat of this great
anger?’ 25 Then people will say, ‘It is because they abandoned the covenant of the Lord, the God of their fathers, which he made with
them when he brought them out of the land of Egypt, 26 and went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom they had
not known and whom he had not allotted to them. 27 Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against this land, bringing upon it
all the curses written in this book, 28 and the Lord uprooted them from their land in anger and fury and great wrath, and cast them
into another land, as they are this day.’

29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we
may do all the words of this law.

Matthew 18:21-35

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven

times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began
to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him
the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and | will pay you.” 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants
saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then
his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your

brother from your heart.”

The Sacrament of the Altar

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins.” These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has
exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.”



Wednesday

Psalm 63 6 when | remember you upon my bed,
My Soul Thirsts for You and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 7 for you have been my help,
63 O God, you are my God; earnestly | seek you; and in the shadow of your wings | will sing for joy.
my soul thirsts for you; 8 My soul clings to you;
my flesh faints for you, your right hand upholds me.
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 9 But those who seek to destroy my life
2 So | have looked upon you in the sanctuary, shall go down into the depths of the earth;
beholding your power and glory. 10 they shall be given over to the power of the sword;
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, they shall be a portion for jackals.
my lips will praise you. 11 But the king shall rejoice in God;
4 S0 | will bless you as long as | live; all who swear by him shall exult,
in your name | will lift up my hands. for the mouths of liars will be stopped.

5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food,
and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips,

Deuteronomy 30:1-20

Repentance and Forgiveness

30 “And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which | have set before you, and you call them to mind
among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, 2 and return to the Lord your God, you and your children, and obey
his voice in all that | command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, 3 then the Lord your God will restore your
fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you. 4 If
your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there he will take

you. 5 And the Lord your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed, that you may possess it. And he will make you
more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 6 And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your
offspring, so that you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 7 And the Lord your
God will put all these curses on your foes and enemies who persecuted you. 8 And you shall again obey the voice of the Lord and
keep all his commandments that | command you today. 9 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all the work of
your hand, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your cattle and in the fruit of your ground. For the Lord will again take
delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers, 10 when you obey the voice of the Lord your God, to keep his
commandments and his statutes that are written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul.

The Choice of Life and Death

11 “For this commandment that | command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you
should say, “‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that
you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you.
It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.

15 “See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that |
command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and
his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession
of it. 17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 | declare
to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and
possess. 19 | call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and curse.
Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him,
for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, to give them.”
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Matthew 19:1-15

Teaching About Divorce

19 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the

Jordan. 2 And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.

3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you
not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate
of divorce and to send her away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives,
but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And | say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another,
commits adultery.”

10 The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 11 But he said to them, “Not
everyone can receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there
are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the
kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”

Let the Children Come to Me

13 Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus
said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And he laid his hands
on them and went away.

The Sacrament of the Altar

Who receives this sacrament worthily?

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in
these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts
to believe.



Psalm 64

Hide Me from the Wicked

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

64 Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint;
preserve my life from dread of the enemy.

Thursday

6 They search out injustice,

saying, “We have accomplished a diligent search.”
For the inward mind and heart of a man are deep.

7 But God shoots his arrow at them;

they are wounded suddenly.
8 They are brought to ruin, with their own tongues turned against them;
all who see them will wag their heads.
9 Then all mankind fears;
they tell what God has brought about
and ponder what he has done.
10 Let the righteous one rejoice in the Lord
and take refuge in him!
Let all the upright in heart exult!

2 Hide me from the secret plots of the wicked,
from the throng of evildoers,
3 who whet their tongues like swords,
who aim bitter words like arrows,
4 shooting from ambush at the blameless,
shooting at him suddenly and without fear.
5 They hold fast to their evil purpose;
they talk of laying snares secretly,
thinking, “Who can see them?”

Deuteronomy 31:1-29

Joshua to Succeed Moses

31 So Moses continued to speak these words to all Israel. 2 And he said to them, “l am 120 years old today. | am no longer able to go out
and come in. The Lord has said to me, ‘You shall not go over this Jordan.” 3 The Lord your God himself will go over before you. He will
destroy these nations before you, so that you shall dispossess them, and Joshua will go over at your head, as the Lord has spoken. 4 And
the Lord will do to them as he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when he destroyed them. 5 And the Lord will
give them over to you, and you shall do to them according to the whole commandment that | have commanded you. 6 Be strong and
courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.”

7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people into
the land that the Lord has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall put them in possession of it. 8 It is the Lord who goes before
you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”

The Reading of the Law

9 Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders
of Israel. 10 And Moses commanded them, “At the end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast of

Booths, 11 when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all Israel
in their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn
to fear the Lord your God, and be careful to do all the words of this law, 13 and that their children, who have not known it, may hear and
learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as you live in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.”

Joshua Commissioned to Lead Israel

14 And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, the days approach when you must die. Call Joshua and present yourselves in the tent of meeting,
that | may commission him.” And Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the tent of meeting. 15 And the Lord appeared in
the tent in a pillar of cloud. And the pillar of cloud stood over the entrance of the tent.

16 And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers. Then this people will rise and whore after the foreign
gods among them in the land that they are entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that | have made with them. 17 Then
my anger will be kindled against them in that day, and | will forsake them and hide my face from them, and they will be devoured. And
many evils and troubles will come upon them, so that they will say in that day, ‘Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not
among us?’ 18 And | will surely hide my face in that day because of all the evil that they have done, because they have turned to other gods.
19 “Now therefore write this song and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against
the people of Israel. 20 For when | have brought them into the land flowing with milk and honey, which | swore to give to their fathers, and
they have eaten and are full and grown fat, they will turn to other gods and serve them, and despise me and break my covenant. 21 And
when many evils and troubles have come upon them, this song shall confront them as a witness (for it will live unforgotten in the mouths of
their offspring). For | know what they are inclined to do even today, before | have brought them into the land that | swore to give.” 22 So
Moses wrote this song the same day and taught it to the people of Israel.

23 And the Lord commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and said, “Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the people of Israel into the
land that | swore to give them. | will be with you.”

24 When Moses had finished writing the words of this law in a book to the very end, 25 Moses commanded the Levites who carried the ark
of the covenant of the Lord, 26 “Take this Book of the Law and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may
be there for a witness against you. 27 For | know how rebellious and stubborn you are. Behold, even today while | am yet alive with you, you
have been rebellious against the Lord. How much more after my death! 28 Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes and your officers,
that | may speak these words in their ears and call heaven and earth to witness against them. 29 For | know that after my death you will
surely act corruptly and turn aside from the way that | have commanded you. And in the days to come evil will befall you, because you will
do what is evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking him to anger through the work of your hands.”
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16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father
in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven

times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to
settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with
his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with
me, and | will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But
when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to
choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay
you.” 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.

Table of Duties

To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers

The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not
given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his
children obey him with proper respect. 1 Tim. 3:2-4

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 1 Tim. 3:6

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those
who oppose it. Titus 1:9

What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors

The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14

Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A
man reaps what he sows. Gal. 6:6-7

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For
the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 1 Tim. 5:17-18

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the
highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 1 Thess. 5:12-13

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their
work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Heb. 13:17

Of Civil Government

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities
that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted,
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do
you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrong-doer. Rom. 13:1-4

Of Citizens

Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. Matt. 22:21

It is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you
pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes,
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Rom. 13:5-7

| urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority,
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:1-3

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good. Titus 3:1

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 1 Peter 2:13-14



Friday

Psalm 65

O God of Our Salvation

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song.

65 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion,
and to you shall vows be performed.

2 O you who hear prayer,
to you shall all flesh come.

3 When iniquities prevail against me,
you atone for our transgressions.

4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near,
to dwell in your courts!

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
the holiness of your temple!

5 By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,
O God of our salvation,

the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the farthest seas;

6 the one who by his strength established the mountains,
being girded with might;

7 who stills the roaring of the seas,

8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at

your signs.

You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout

for joy.
9 You visit the earth and water it;
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide their grain,
for so you have prepared it.
10 You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
11 You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

the roaring of their waves,
the tumult of the peoples,

Deuteronomy 31:30-32:27
The Song of Moses
30 Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the assembly of Israel:
32 “Give ear, O heavens, and | will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my mouth.
2 May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, like gentle rain upon the tender grass, and like showers upon the herb.
3 For | will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God!
4 “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice.
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.
5 They have dealt corruptly with him; they are no longer his children because they are blemished; they are a crooked and twisted generation.
6 Do you thus repay the Lord, you foolish and senseless people? Is not he your father, who created you, who made you and established you?
7 Remember the days of old; consider the years of many generations; ask your father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell
you.
8 When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the
number of the sons of God.
9 But the Lord's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage.
10 “He found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the wilderness; he encircled him, he cared for him, he kept him as the apple of
his eye.
11 Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions,
12 the Lord alone guided him, no foreign god was with him.
13 He made him ride on the high places of the land, and he ate the produce of the field, and he suckled him with honey out of the
rock, and oil out of the flinty rock.
14 Curds from the herd, and milk from the flock, with fat of lambs, rams of Bashan and goats, with the very finest of the wheat—
and you drank foaming wine made from the blood of the grape.
15 “But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked; you grew fat, stout, and sleek; then he forsook God who made him and scoffed at the Rock of his
salvation.
16 They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods; with abominations they provoked him to anger.
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17 They sacrificed to demons that were not God, to gods they had never known, to new gods that had come recently, whom your fathers had
never dreaded.
18 You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you, and you forgot the God who gave you birth.
19 “The Lord saw it and spurned them, because of the provocation of his sons and his daughters.
20 And he said, ‘I will hide my face from them; | will see what their end will be, for they are a perverse generation, children in whom is no
faithfulness.
21 They have made me jealous with what is no god; they have provoked me to anger with their idols. So | will make them jealous with those
who are no people; | will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.
22 For a fire is kindled by my anger, and it burns to the depths of Sheol, devours the earth and its increase, and sets on fire the foundations of
the mountains.
23 ““And | will heap disasters upon them; | will spend my arrows on them;
24 they shall be wasted with hunger, and devoured by plague and poisonous pestilence; | will send the teeth of beasts against them,

with the venom of things that crawl in the dust.
25 Outdoors the sword shall bereave, and indoors terror, for young man and woman alike, the nursing child with the man of gray hairs.
26 | would have said, “I will cut them to pieces; | will wipe them from human memory,”
27 had I not feared provocation by the enemy, lest their adversaries should misunderstand, lest they should say, “Our hand is triumphant, it
was not the Lord who did all this.””

Matthew 20:1-16

Laborers in the Vineyard

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing
with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give you.” 5 So they went. Going out again about
the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard

too.” 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with
the last, up to the first.” 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired
first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the
master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a

denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you. 15 Am | not allowed to do what | choose
with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Table of Duties

To Husbands

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with
you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 1 Peter 3:7

Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. Col. 3:19

To Wives

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. Eph. 5:22

They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do
what is right and do not give way to fear. 1 Peter 3:5-6

To Parents
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Eph. 6:4

To Children
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and your mother” —which is the first commandment with a
promise—“that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Eph. 6:1-3



Saturday

Psalm 66
How Awesome Are Your Deeds
To the choirmaster. A Song. A Psalm.
66 Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
2 sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise!
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!

So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.

4 All the earth worships you

and sings praises to you;

they sing praises to your name.” Selah
5 Come and see what God has done:

11 You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
12 you let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.
13 | will come into your house with burnt offerings;
I will perform my vows to you,
14 that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when | was in trouble.
15 | will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and | will tell what he has done for my soul.
17 | cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.
18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19 But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me!

he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
6 He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
There did we rejoice in him,
7 who rules by his might forever,
whose eyes keep watch on the nations—
let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah
8 Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
9 who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
10 For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.

Deuteronomy 32:28-52

28 “For they are a nation void of counsel, and there is no understanding in them.

29 If they were wise, they would understand this; they would discern their latter end!

30 How could one have chased a thousand, and two have put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had given
them up?

31 For their rock is not as our Rock; our enemies are by themselves.

32 For their vine comes from the vine of Sodom and from the fields of Gomorrah; their grapes are grapes of poison; their clusters are bitter;
33 their wine is the poison of serpents and the cruel venom of asps.

34 “Is not this laid up in store with me, sealed up in my treasuries?

35 Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip;

for the day of their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly.”

36 For the Lord will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants, when he sees that their power is gone and there is none
remaining, bond or free.

37 Then he will say, ‘Where are their gods, the rock in which they took refuge,

38 who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offering? Let them rise up and help you; let them be your protection!
39 “’See now that |, even |, am he, and there is no god beside me; | kill and | make alive; | wound and | heal; and there is none that can
deliver out of my hand.

40 For | lift up my hand to heaven and swear, As | live forever,

41 if | sharpen my flashing sword and my hand takes hold on judgment, | will take vengeance on my adversaries and will repay those who
hate me.

42 | will make my arrows drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour flesh— with the blood of the slain and the captives, from the long-
haired heads of the enemy.’

43 “Rejoice with him, O heavens; bow down to him, all gods, for he avenges the blood of his children and takes vengeance on his
adversaries. He repays those who hate him and cleanses his people's land.”

44 Moses came and recited all the words of this song in the hearing of the people, he and Joshua the son of Nun. 45 And when Moses had
finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 46 he said to them, “Take to heart all the words by which | am warning you today, that you
may command them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law. 47 For it is no empty word for you, but your
very life, and by this word you shall live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.”
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48 That very day the Lord spoke to Moses, 49 “Go up this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, opposite
Jericho, and view the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the people of Israel for a possession. 50 And die on the mountain which you go up,
and be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother died in Mount Hor and was gathered to his people, 51 because you broke faith with
me in the midst of the people of Israel at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, and because you did not treat me as holy in
the midst of the people of Israel. 52 For you shall see the land before you, but you shall not go there, into the land that | am giving to the
people of Israel.”

Matthew 20:17-34

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time

17 And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them, 18 “See, we are going up to
Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him
over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.”

A Mother's Request

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for something. 21 And he
said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in
your kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | am to drink?” They said to
him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for
those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus
called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over

them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among
you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men

29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when
they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be
silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you
want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34 And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they
recovered their sight and followed him.

Table of Duties

To Workers of All Kinds

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win
their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were
serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free. Eph.
6:5-8

To Employers and Supervisors
Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that He who is both their Master and yours is in heaven,
and there is no favoritism with Him. Eph. 6:9

To Youth

Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in
due time. 1 Peter 5:5-6

To Widows
The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the
widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5-6

To Everyone

The commandments ... are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Rom. 13:9
| urge ... that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone. 1 Tim. 2:1

Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall fare.
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Psalm 149 5 Let the godly exult in glory;
Sing to the Lord a New Song let them sing for joy on their beds.
149 Praise the Lord! 6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats
Sing to the Lord a new song, and two-edged swords in their hands,
his praise in the assembly of the godly! 7 to execute vengeance on the nations
2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker; and punishments on the peoples,
let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 8 to bind their kings with chains
3 Let them praise his name with dancing, and their nobles with fetters of iron,
making melody to him with tambourine and lyre! 9 to execute on them the judgment written!
4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; This is honor for all his godly ones.
he adorns the humble with salvation. Praise the Lord!
Rev. 7:2-17

2 Then | saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to
the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until
we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 4 And | heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every
tribe of the sons of Israel:
512,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,
12,000 from the tribe of Gad,
6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher,
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,
12,000 from the tribe of Levi,
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.
A Great Multitude from Every Nation
9 After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our
God forever and ever! Amen.”
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?’ 14 |
said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God,

and serve him day and night in his temple;

and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;

the sun shall not strike them,

nor any scorching heat.
17 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
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Matt. 5:1-12

The Sermon on the Mount

5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.

The Beatitudes

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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