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Psalm 55
Cast Your Burden on the Lord

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Maskil of David.

55 Give ear to my prayer, O God,
and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy!
2 Attend to me, and answer me;
| am restless in my complaint and | moan,
3 because of the noise of the enemy,
because of the oppression of the wicked.
For they drop trouble upon me,
and in anger they bear a grudge against me.
4 My heart is in anguish within me;
the terrors of death have fallen upon me.
5 Fear and trembling come upon me,
and horror overwhelms me.
6 And | say, “Oh, that | had wings like a dove!
| would fly away and be at rest;
7 yes, | would wander far away;
I would lodge in the wilderness; Selah
8 | would hurry to find a shelter
from the raging wind and tempest.”
9 Destroy, O Lord, divide their tongues;
for | see violence and strife in the city.
10 Day and night they go around it
on its walls,
and iniquity and trouble are within it;
11 ruinisin its midst;
oppression and fraud
do not depart from its marketplace.
12 For it is not an enemy who taunts me—
then | could bear it;

it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—

then I could hide from him.
13 But it is you, a man, my equal,
my companion, my familiar friend.

Deuteronomy 18:1-22
Provision for Priests and Levites

Monday

14 We used to take sweet counsel together;
within God's house we walked in the throng.
15 Let death steal over them;
let them go down to Sheol alive;
for evil is in their dwelling place and in their heart.
16 But | call to God,
and the Lord will save me.
17 Evening and morning and at noon
| utter my complaint and moan,
and he hears my voice.
18 He redeems my soul in safety
from the battle that | wage,
for many are arrayed against me.
19 God will give ear and humble them,
he who is enthroned from of old, Selah
because they do not change
and do not fear God.
20 My companion stretched out his hand against his friends;
he violated his covenant.
21 His speech was smooth as butter,
yet war was in his heart;
his words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.
22 Cast your burden on the Lord,
and he will sustain you;
he will never permit
the righteous to be moved.
23 But you, O God, will cast them down
into the pit of destruction;
men of blood and treachery
shall not live out half their days.
But I will trust in you.

18 “The Levitical priests, all the tribe of Levi, shall have no portion or inheritance with Israel. They shall eat the Lord's food
offerings as their inheritance. 2 They shall have no inheritance among their brothers; the Lord is their inheritance, as he promised
them. 3 And this shall be the priests' due from the people, from those offering a sacrifice, whether an ox or a sheep: they shall give
to the priest the shoulder and the two cheeks and the stomach. 4 The firstfruits of your grain, of your wine and of your oil, and the
first fleece of your sheep, you shall give him. 5 For the Lord your God has chosen him out of all your tribes to stand and minister in
the name of the Lord, him and his sons for all time.

6 “And if a Levite comes from any of your towns out of all Israel, where he lives—and he may come when he desires—to the place
that the Lord will choose, 7 and ministers in the name of the Lord his God, like all his fellow Levites who stand to minister there
before the Lord, 8 then he may have equal portions to eat, besides what he receives from the sale of his patrimony.

Abominable Practices
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9 “When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those
nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices
divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer 11 or a charmer or a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires of
the dead, 12 for whoever does these things is an abomination to the Lord. And because of these abominations the Lord your God is
driving them out before you. 13 You shall be blameless before the Lord your God, 14 for these nations, which you are about to
dispossess, listen to fortune-tellers and to diviners. But as for you, the Lord your God has not allowed you to do this.

A New Prophet like Moses

15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—

16 just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of
the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest | die.” 17 And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 |
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them
all that I command him. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, | myself will require it of
him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that | have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the
name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.” 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the Lord has not
spoken?’— 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that
the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.

Matthew 14:22-36

Jesus Walks on the Water

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but
the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch
of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said,
“Itis a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried
out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you

are the Son of God.”

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret

34 And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place recognized him, they sent
around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick 36 and implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his
garment. And as many as touched it were made well.

Confession

Which are these?

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker?
Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your
words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?



Tuesday

Psalm 56 8 You have kept count of my tossings;

In God | Trust put my tears in your bottle.

To the choirmaster: according to The Dove on Far-off Terebinths. Are they not in your book?

A Miktam of David, when the Philistines seized him in Gath. 9 Then my enemies will turn back

56 Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; in the day when | call.
all day long an attacker oppresses me; This I know, that God is for me.

2 my enemies trample on me all day long, 10 In God, whose word | praise,
for many attack me proudly. in the Lord, whose word | praise,

3 When | am afraid, 11 in God I trust; | shall not be afraid.
| put my trust in you. What can man do to me?

4 In God, whose word | praise, 12 | must perform my vows to you, O God;
in God | trust; | shall not be afraid. I will render thank offerings to you.
What can flesh do to me? 13 For you have delivered my soul from death,

5 All day long they injure my cause; yes, my feet from falling,
all their thoughts are against me for evil. that | may walk before God

6 They stir up strife, they lurk; in the light of life.

they watch my steps,
as they have waited for my life.
7 For their crime will they escape?
In wrath cast down the peoples, O God!

Deuteronomy 19:1-20

Laws Concerning Cities of Refuge

19 “When the Lord your God cuts off the nations whose land the Lord your God is giving you, and you dispossess them and dwell in
their cities and in their houses, 2 you shall set apart three cities for yourselves in the land that the Lord your God is giving you to
possess. 3 You shall measure the distances and divide into three parts the area of the land that the Lord your God gives you as a
possession, so that any manslayer can flee to them.

4 “This is the provision for the manslayer, who by fleeing there may save his life. If anyone kills his neighbor unintentionally without
having hated him in the past— 5 as when someone goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood, and his hand swings the axe
to cut down a tree, and the head slips from the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies—he may flee to one of these cities
and live, 6 lest the avenger of blood in hot anger pursue the manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and strike him
fatally, though the man did not deserve to die, since he had not hated his neighbor in the past. 7 Therefore | command you, You shall
set apart three cities. 8 And if the Lord your God enlarges your territory, as he has sworn to your fathers, and gives you all the land
that he promised to give to your fathers— 9 provided you are careful to keep all this commandment, which | command you today, by
loving the Lord your God and by walking ever in his ways—then you shall add three other cities to these three, 10 lest innocent blood
be shed in your land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance, and so the guilt of bloodshed be upon you.

11 “But if anyone hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and attacks him and strikes him fatally so that he dies, and he flees into
one of these cities, 12 then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there, and hand him over to the avenger of blood, so
that he may die. 13 Your eye shall not pity him, but you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, so that it may be well with
you.

Property Boundaries

14 “You shall not move your neighbor's landmark, which the men of old have set, in the inheritance that you will hold in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you to possess.

Laws Concerning Witnesses
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15 “A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has
committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 16 If a malicious witness arises
to accuse a person of wrongdoing, 17 then both parties to the dispute shall appear before the Lord, before the priests and the judges
who are in office in those days. 18 The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his brother
falsely, 19 then you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 20 And the

rest shall hear and fear, and shall never again commit any such evil among you.

Matthew 15:1-20
Traditions and Commandments
15 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For
they do not wash their hands when they eat.” 3 He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of
your tradition? 4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,” and, “Whoever reviles father or mother must surely
die.” 5 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is given to God,” 6 he need not
honor his father.” So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God. 7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of
you, when he said:
8 “This people honors me with their lips,

but their heart is far from me;
9 in vain do they worship me,

teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.”
What Defiles a Person
10 And he called the people to him and said to them, “Hear and understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a
person, but what comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person.” 12 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will
be rooted up. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to
him, “Explain the parable to us.” 16 And he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes
into the mouth passes into the stomach and is expelled? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this
defiles a person. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person. But to eat with unwashed hands does not defile anyone.”

Confession

What is the Office of the Keys?

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners,
but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.



Wednesday

Psalm 57
Let Your Glory Be over All the Earth
To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy.
A Miktam of David, when he fled from Saul, in the cave.
57 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,
for in you my soul takes refuge;
in the shadow of your wings | will take refuge,
till the storms of destruction pass by.
2 | cry out to God Most High,
to God who fulfills his purpose for me.
3 He will send from heaven and save me;

6 They set a net for my steps;
my soul was bowed down.
They dug a pit in my way,
but they have fallen into it themselves. Selah
7 My heart is steadfast, O God,
my heart is steadfast!
I will sing and make melody!
8 Awake, my glory!
Awake, O harp and lyre!
| will awake the dawn!
9 | will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;

| will sing praises to you among the nations.

10 For your steadfast love is great to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.

11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Let your glory be over all the earth!

he will put to shame him who tramples on me. Selah
God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness!
4 My soul is in the midst of lions;
| lie down amid fiery beasts—
the children of man, whose teeth are spears and arrows,
whose tongues are sharp swords.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Let your glory be over all the earth!

Deuteronomy 20:1-20

Laws Concerning Warfare

20 “When you go out to war against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and an army larger than your own, you shall not be
afraid of them, for the Lord your God is with you, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 2 And when you draw near to the
battle, the priest shall come forward and speak to the people 3 and shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel, today you are drawing near for
battle against your enemies: let not your heart faint. Do not fear or panic or be in dread of them, 4 for the Lord your God is he who
goes with you to fight for you against your enemies, to give you the victory.’ 5 Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying, ‘Is
there any man who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and
another man dedicate it. 6 And is there any man who has planted a vineyard and has not enjoyed its fruit? Let him go back to his
house, lest he die in the battle and another man enjoy its fruit. 7 And is there any man who has betrothed a wife and has not taken
her? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man take her.” 8 And the officers shall speak further to the
people, and say, ‘Is there any man who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go back to his house, lest he make the heart of his
fellows melt like his own.” 9 And when the officers have finished speaking to the people, then commanders shall be appointed at
the head of the people.

10 “When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to it. 11 And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to
you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you. 12 But if it makes no peace with you,
but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. 13 And when the Lord your God gives it into your hand, you shall put all its
males to the sword, 14 but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as
plunder for yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the Lord your God has given you. 15 Thus you shall do
to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not cities of the nations here. 16 But in the cities of these peoples that

the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, 17 but you shall devote them to
complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as

the Lord your God has commanded, 18 that they may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have
done for their gods, and so you sin against the Lord your God.
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19 “When you besiege a city for a long time, making war against it in order to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by wielding an axe
against them. You may eat from them, but you shall not cut them down. Are the trees in the field human, that they should be
besieged by you? 20 Only the trees that you know are not trees for food you may destroy and cut down, that you may build
siegeworks against the city that makes war with you, until it falls.

Matthew 15:21-39

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman

21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that
region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he
did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24 He
answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help

me.” 26 And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for
you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

Jesus Heals Many

29 Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 30 And great
crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet,
and he healed them, 31 so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and
the blind seeing. And they glorified the God of Israel.

Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand

32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because they have been with me now three days
and have nothing to eat. And | am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the disciples said to him,
“Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?” 34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves
do you have?” They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven
loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. 37 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who ate
were four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the
region of Magadan.

Confession

Where is this written?

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23)



Thursday

Psalm 58 7 Let them vanish like water that runs away;

God Who Judges the Earth when he aims his arrows, let them be blunted.

To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam of 8 Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime,

David. like the stillborn child who never sees the sun.

58 Do you indeed decree what is right, you gods? 9 Sooner than your pots can feel the heat of thorns,
Do you judge the children of man uprightly? whether green or ablaze, may he sweep them away!

2 No, in your hearts you devise wrongs; 10 The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance;
your hands deal out violence on earth. he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked.

3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; 11 Mankind will say, “Surely there is a reward for the
they go astray from birth, speaking lies. righteous;

4 They have venom like the venom of a serpent, surely there is a God who judges on earth.”

like the deaf adder that stops its ear,

5 so that it does not hear the voice of charmers
or of the cunning enchanter.

6 O God, break the teeth in their mouths;
tear out the fangs of the young lions, O Lord!

Deuteronomy 21:1-23

Atonement for Unsolved Murders

21 “If in the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess someone is found slain, lying in the open country, and it is not
known who killed him, 2 then your elders and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure the distance to the surrounding
cities. 3 And the elders of the city that is nearest to the slain man shall take a heifer that has never been worked and that has not
pulled in a yoke. 4 And the elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a valley with running water, which is neither plowed nor
sown, and shall break the heifer's neck there in the valley. 5 Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come forward, for the Lord your
God has chosen them to minister to him and to bless in the name of the Lord, and by their word every dispute and every assault
shall be settled. 6 And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was
broken in the valley, 7 and they shall testify, ‘Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. 8 Accept atonement,
O Lord, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst of your people
Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.” 9 So you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, when you do what is
right in the sight of the Lord.

Marrying Female Captives

10 “When you go out to war against your enemies, and the Lord your God gives them into your hand and you take them

captive, 11 and you see among the captives a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 12 and you bring her
home to your house, she shall shave her head and pare her nails. 13 And she shall take off the clothes in which she was captured
and shall remain in your house and lament her father and her mother a full month. After that you may go in to her and be her
husband, and she shall be your wife. 14 But if you no longer delight in her, you shall let her go where she wants. But you shall not
sell her for money, nor shall you treat her as a slave, since you have humiliated her.

Inheritance Rights of the Firstborn

15 “If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, and
if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved, 16 then on the day when he assigns his possessions as an inheritance to his sons, he may
not treat the son of the loved as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn, 17 but he shall
acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of his
strength. The right of the firstborn is his.
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18 “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and, though they
discipline him, will not listen to them, 19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his
city at the gate of the place where he lives, 20 and they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This our son is stubborn and rebellious; he
will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. So you
shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear.

A Man Hanged on a Tree Is Cursed

22 “And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his body shall not
remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land
that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance.

Matthew 16:1-12

The Pharisees and Sadducees Demand Signs

16 And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered

them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.” 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the
sky is red and threatening.” You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the

times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them
and departed.

The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees

5 When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 7 And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no

bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no
bread? 9 Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you
gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 11 How is it that you fail to
understand that | did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that
he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Confession

What do you believe according to these words?

| believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular when they exclude openly
unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as
valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.
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Psalm 59
Deliver Me from My Enemies

To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam of
David, when Saul sent men to watch his house in order to kill him.

59 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God;
protect me from those who rise up against me;
2 deliver me from those who work evil,
and save me from bloodthirsty men.
3 For behold, they lie in wait for my life;
fierce men stir up strife against me.
For no transgression or sin of mine, O Lord,
4 for no fault of mine, they run and make ready.
Awake, come to meet me, and see!
5 You, Lord God of hosts, are God of Israel.
Rouse yourself to punish all the nations;
spare none of those who treacherously plot evil. Selah
6 Each evening they come back,
howling like dogs
and prowling about the city.
7 There they are, bellowing with their mouths
with swords in their lips—
for “Who,” they think, “will hear us?”
8 But you, O Lord, laugh at them;
you hold all the nations in derision.
9 O my Strength, | will watch for you,
for you, O God, are my fortress.

Deuteronomy 24:10-25:10

10 My God in his steadfast love will meet me;
God will let me look in triumph on my enemies.
11 Kill them not, lest my people forget;
make them totter by your power and bring them down,
O Lord, our shield!
12 For the sin of their mouths, the words of their lips,
let them be trapped in their pride.
For the cursing and lies that they utter,
13 consume them in wrath;
consume them till they are no more,
that they may know that God rules over Jacob
to the ends of the earth. Selah
14 Each evening they come back,
howling like dogs
and prowling about the city.
15 They wander about for food
and growl if they do not get their fill.
16 But | will sing of your strength;
I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning.
For you have been to me a fortress
and a refuge in the day of my distress.
17 O my Strength, | will sing praises to you,
for you, O God, are my fortress,
the God who shows me steadfast love.

10 “When you make your neighbor a loan of any sort, you shall not go into his house to collect his pledge. 11 You shall stand
outside, and the man to whom you make the loan shall bring the pledge out to you. 12 And if he is a poor man, you shall not sleep
in his pledge. 13 You shall restore to him the pledge as the sun sets, that he may sleep in his cloak and bless you. And it shall be
righteousness for you before the Lord your God.

14 “You shall not oppress a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or one of the sojourners who
are in your land within your towns. 15 You shall give him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor and counts
on it), lest he cry against you to the Lord, and you be guilty of sin.

16 “Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to death because of their fathers. Each one
shall be put to death for his own sin.

17 “You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the fatherless, or take a widow's garment in pledge, 18 but you shall
remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there; therefore | command you to do this.

19 “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you beat
your olive trees, you shall not go over them again. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 21 When you gather
the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 22 You shall
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore | command you to do this.

25 “If there is a dispute between men and they come into court and the judges decide between them, acquitting the innocent and
condemning the guilty, 2 then if the guilty man deserves to be beaten, the judge shall cause him to lie down and be beaten in his
presence with a number of stripes in proportion to his offense. 3 Forty stripes may be given him, but not more, lest, if one should go
on to beat him with more stripes than these, your brother be degraded in your sight.
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4 “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.

Laws Concerning Levirate Marriage

5 “If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be married outside the family
to a stranger. Her husband's brother shall go in to her and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to

her. 6 And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother, thathis name may not be blotted out of
Israel. 7 And if the man does not wish to take his brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say,
‘My husband's brother refuses to perpetuate his brother's name in Israel; he will not perform the duty of a husband's brother to
me.” 8 Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him, and if he persists, saying, ‘l do not wish to take her,’ 9 then his
brother's wife shall go up to him in the presence of the elders and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face. And she shall answer
and say, ‘So shall it be done to the man who does not build up his brother's house.” 10 And the name of his house shall be called in
Israel, “The house of him who had his sandal pulled off’

Matthew 16:13-28

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man

is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to
them, “But who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And |
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 | will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow

me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, | say to you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Sacrament of the Altar

What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat
and to drink.
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Psalm 60
He Will Tread Down Our Foes
To the choirmaster: according to Shushan Eduth.
A Miktam of David; for instruction; when he strove with
Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, and when Joab on
his return struck down twelve thousand of Edom in the
Valley of Salt.
60 O God, you have rejected us, broken our defenses;
you have been angry; oh, restore us.
2 You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open;
repair its breaches, for it totters.
3 You have made your people see hard things;
you have given us wine to drink that made us stagger.
4 You have set up a banner for those who fear you,
that they may flee to it from the bow. Selah
5 That your beloved ones may be delivered,
give salvation by your right hand and answer us!

Deuteronomy 25:17-26:19

6 God has spoken in his holiness:
“With exultation | will divide up Shechem
and portion out the Vale of Succoth.
7 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine;
Ephraim is my helmet;
Judah is my scepter.
8 Moab is my washbasin;
upon Edom | cast my shoe;
over Philistia | shout in triumph.”
9 Who will bring me to the fortified city?
Who will lead me to Edom?
10 Have you not rejected us, O God?
You do not go forth, O God, with our armies.
11 Oh, grant us help against the foe,
for vain is the salvation of man!
12 With God we shall do valiantly;
it is he who will tread down our foes

17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you came out of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you on the way when you were
faint and weary, and cut off your tail, those who were lagging behind you, and he did not fear God. 19 Therefore when the Lord your
God has given you rest from all your enemies around you, in the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to
possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget.

Offerings of Firstfruits and Tithes

26 “When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in
it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the Lord your God is giving
you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the Lord your God will choose, to make his name to dwell
there. 3 And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the Lord your God that | have
come into the land that the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.” 4 Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it
down before the altar of the Lord your God.

5 “And you shall make response before the Lord your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and
sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6 And the Egyptians treated us harshly
and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7 Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and
saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. 9 And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with
milk and honey. 10 And behold, now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O Lord, have given me.” And you shall set
it down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God. 11 And you shall rejoice in all the good that the Lord your
God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.

12 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your produce in the third year, which is the year of tithing, giving it to the Levite,
the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat within your towns and be filled, 13 then you shall say before

the Lord your God, ‘I have removed the sacred portion out of my house, and moreover, | have given it to the Levite, the sojourner,
the fatherless, and the widow, according to all your commandment that you have commanded me. | have not transgressed any of
your commandments, nor have | forgotten them. 14 | have not eaten of the tithe while | was mourning, or removed any of it while |
was unclean, or offered any of it to the dead. | have obeyed the voice of the Lord my God. | have done according to all that you have
commanded me. 15 Look down from your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless your people Israel and the ground that you have
given us, as you swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.’
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16 “This day the Lord your God commands you to do these statutes and rules. You shall therefore be careful to do them with all your
heart and with all your soul. 17 You have declared today that the Lord is your God, and that you will walk in his ways, and keep his
statutes and his commandments and his rules, and will obey his voice. 18 And the Lord has declared today that you are a people for
his treasured possession, as he has promised you, and that you are to keep all his commandments, 19 and that he will set you in
praise and in fame and in honor high above all nations that he has made, and that you shall be a people holy to the Lord your God, as
he promised.”

Matthew 17:1-13

The Transfiguration

17 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by

themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And
behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you
wish, | will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to

him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise,
and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from
the dead.” 10 And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” 11 He answered, “Elijah does
come, and he will restore all things. 12 But | tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him
whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was
speaking to them of John the Baptist.

The Sacrament of the Altar

Where is this written?

The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write:Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
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Psalm 46 7 The Lord of hosts is with us;
God Is Our Fortress the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah
To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According 8 Come, behold the works of the Lord,
to Alamoth. A Song. how he has brought desolations on the earth.
46 God is our refuge and strength, 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
a very present help in trouble. he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth give way, he burns the chariots with fire.
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 10 “Be still, and know that | am God.
3 though its waters roar and foam, I will be exalted among the nations,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah I will be exalted in the earth!”
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 11 The Lord of hosts is with us;
the holy habitation of the Most High. the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.

6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

Rev. 14:6-7

The Messages of the Three Angels

6 Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every
nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

John 8:31-36

The Truth Will Set You Free

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in
the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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