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Monday

Psalm 43 4 Then | will go to the altar of God,

Send Out Your Light and Your Truth to God my exceeding joy,

43 Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause and | will praise you with the lyre,
against an ungodly people, 0 God, my God.

from the deceitful and unjust man 5 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
deliver me! and why are you in turmoil within me?

2 For you are the God in whom | take refuge; Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
why have you rejected me? my salvation and my God.

Why do | go about mourning

because of the oppression of the enemy?
3 Send out your light and your truth;

let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy hill

and to your dwelling!

Deuteronomy 5:1-21

The Ten Commandments

5 And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the rules that | speak in your hearing today,
and you shall learn them and be careful to do them. 2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3 Not with our fathers
did the Lord make this covenant, but with us, who are all of us here alive today. 4 The Lord spoke with you face to face at the
mountain, out of the midst of the fire, 5 while | stood between the Lord and you at that time, to declare to you the word of

the Lord. For you were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up into the mountain. He said:

6 “‘l am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

7 ““You shall have no other gods before me.

8 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 9 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for | the Lord your God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

11 ““You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
12 “‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your
work, 14 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter
or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your
gates, that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 15 You shall remember that you were a slave in the
land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore

the Lord your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

16 ““Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may go well
with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

17 ““You shall not murder.

18 “’And you shall not commit adultery.

19 ““And you shall not steal.

20 ““And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

21 ““And you shall not covet your neighbor's wife. And you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, or his male servant, or
his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.’
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Matthew 8:18-34

The Cost of Following Jesus

18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side. 19 And a scribe came up and said to him,
“Teacher, | will follow you wherever you go.” 20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 21 Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22 And Jesus
said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

Jesus Calms a Storm

23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat
was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are

perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea,

and there was a great calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”

Jesus Heals Two Men with Demons

28 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the
tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 29 And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have
you come here to torment us before the time?” 30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them. 31 And the
demons begged him, saying, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs.” 32 And he said to them, “Go.” So they came out
and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters. 33 The
herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And
behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Third Petition

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be
done among us also.

How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our
sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His
Word and faith until we die.

This is His good and gracious will.



Tuesday

Psalm 44
Come to Our Help
To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the Sons of Korah.
44 0 God, we have heard with our ears,
our fathers have told us,
what deeds you performed in their days,
in the days of old:
2 you with your own hand drove out the nations,
but them you planted;
you afflicted the peoples,
but them you set free;
3 for not by their own sword did they win the land,
nor did their own arm save them,
but your right hand and your arm,
and the light of your face,
for you delighted in them.
4 You are my King, O God;
ordain salvation for Jacob!
5 Through you we push down our foes;

through your name we tread down those who rise up against us.

6 For not in my bow do | trust,
nor can my sword save me.
7 But you have saved us from our foes
and have put to shame those who hate us.
8 In God we have boasted continually,
and we will give thanks to your name forever. Selah
9 But you have rejected us and disgraced us
and have not gone out with our armies.

10 You have made us turn back from the foe,
and those who hate us have gotten spoil.
11 You have made us like sheep for slaughter
and have scattered us among the nations.

Deuteronomy 5:22-6:9

12 You have sold your people for a trifle,
demanding no high price for them.
13 You have made us the taunt of our neighbors,
the derision and scorn of those around us.
14 You have made us a byword among the nations,
a laughingstock among the peoples.
15 All day long my disgrace is before me,
and shame has covered my face
16 at the sound of the taunter and reviler,
at the sight of the enemy and the avenger.
17 All this has come upon us,
though we have not forgotten you,
and we have not been false to your covenant.
18 Our heart has not turned back,
nor have our steps departed from your way;
19 yet you have broken us in the place of jackals
and covered us with the shadow of death.
20 If we had forgotten the name of our God
or spread out our hands to a foreign god,
21 would not God discover this?
For he knows the secrets of the heart.
22 Yet for your sake we are killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.
23 Awake! Why are you sleeping, O Lord?
Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever!
24 Why do you hide your face?
Why do you forget our affliction and oppression?
25 For our soul is bowed down to the dust;
our belly clings to the ground.
26 Rise up; come to our help!
Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love!

22 “These words the Lord spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness,
with a loud voice; and he added no more. And he wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me. 23 And as soon as you
heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of
your tribes, and your elders. 24 And you said, ‘Behold, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard his
voice out of the midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with man, and man still live. 25 Now therefore why should we
die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of the Lord our God any more, we shall die. 26 For who is there of all
flesh, that has heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we have, and has still lived? 27 Go near and hear
all that the Lord our God will say, and speak to us all that the Lord our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it

28 “And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the Lord said to me, ‘I have heard the words of this people, which
they have spoken to you. They are right in all that they have spoken. 29 Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and
to keep all my commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants forever! 30 Go and say to them, “Return
to your tents.” 31 But you, stand here by me, and | will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and the rules that you
shall teach them, that they may do them in the land that | am giving them to possess.” 32 You shall be careful therefore to do as
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the Lord your God has commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33 You shall walk in all the way that
the Lord your God has commanded you, that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land
that you shall possess.

The Greatest Commandment

6 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the Lord your God commanded me to teach you, that you may
do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your
son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which | command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may
be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as
the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.

4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. 6 And these words that | command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.9 You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Matthew 9:1-17

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

9 And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. 2 And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a
bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3 And behold, some of the
scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your
hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins” —he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7 And he rose and went
home. 8 When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.

Jesus Calls Matthew

9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose
and followed him.

10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his
disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and
sinners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

A Question About Fasting

14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” 15 And Jesus
said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is
taken away from them, and then they will fast. 16 No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears away
from the garment, and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is
spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”

The Lord’s Prayer

The Fourth Petition

Give us this day our daily bread.

What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this
petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food,
drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout
and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors,
and the like.



Wednesday

Psalm 45

Your Throne, O God, Is Forever

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. A Maskil of the Sons
of Korah; a love song.

45 My heart overflows with a pleasing theme;

8 your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia.
From ivory palaces stringed instruments make you glad;
9 daughters of kings are among your ladies of honor;
at your right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir.
10 Hear, O daughter, and consider, and incline your ear:

| address my verses to the king; forget your people and your father's house,
my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe. 11 and the king will desire your beauty.

2 You are the most handsome of the sons of men; Since he is your lord, bow to him.
grace is poured upon your lips; 12 The people of Tyre will seek your favor with gifts,
therefore God has blessed you forever. the richest of the people.

3 Gird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one, 13 All glorious is the princess in her chamber, with robes
in your splendor and majesty! interwoven with gold.

4 In your majesty ride out victoriously 14  In many-colored robes she is led to the king,
with her virgin companions following behind her.

15 With joy and gladness they are led along
as they enter the palace of the king.

16 In place of your fathers shall be your sons;
you will make them princes in all the earth.

17 1 will cause your name to be remembered in all generations;
therefore nations will praise you forever and ever.

for the cause of truth and meekness and righteousness;

let your right hand teach you awesome deeds!
5 Your arrows are sharp

in the heart of the king's enemies;

the peoples fall under you.
6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.

The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness;
7 you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions;

Deuteronomy 6:10-35

10 “And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
you—with great and good cities that you did not build, 11 and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that
you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12 then take care lest you
forget the Lord, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13 It is the Lord your God you shall fear. Him
you shall serve and by his name you shall swear. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are around you—
15 for the Lord your God in your midst is a jealous God—Ilest the anger of the Lord your God be kindled against you, and he destroy
you from off the face of the earth.

16 “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. 17 You shall diligently keep the commandments of
the Lord your God, and his testimonies and his statutes, which he has commanded you. 18 And you shall do what is right and good
in the sight of the Lord, that it may go well with you, and that you may go in and take possession of the good land that

the Lord swore to give to your fathers 19 by thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the Lord has promised.

20 “When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules that

the Lord our God has commanded you?’ 21 then you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And

the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 And the Lord showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt
and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 23 And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give
us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. 24 And the Lord commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord our

God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 25 And it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful
to do all this commandment before the Lord our God, as he has commanded us.’
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Matthew 9:18-38

A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed

18 While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but
come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 And Jesus rose and followed him, with his disciples. 20 And behold, a

woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touchedthe fringe of his

garment, 21 for she said to herself, “If | only touch his garment, | will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take
heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. 23 And when Jesus came to the ruler's
house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And
they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose. 26 And
the report of this went through all that district.

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men

27 And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” 28 When he
entered the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that | am able to do this?” They said to him,
“Yes, Lord.” 29 Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” 30 And their eyes were opened.
And Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one knows about it.” 31 But they went away and spread his fame through all that
district.

Jesus Heals a Man Unable to Speak

32 As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute was brought to him. 33 And when the demon had been
cast out, the mute man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees
said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.”

The Harvest Is Plentiful, the Laborers Few

35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are

few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

The Lord’s Prayer

The Fifth Petition

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.

What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of
them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to
us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to
those who sin against us.



Thursday

Psalm 46
God Is Our Fortress
To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According
to Alamoth. A Song.
46 God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth give way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
3 though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

7 The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
10 “Be still, and know that | am God.
| will be exalted among the nations,
| will be exalted in the earth!”
11 The Lord of hosts is with us;

the holy habitation of the Most High. the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah
5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;

God will help her when morning dawns.
6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;

he utters his voice, the earth melts.

Deuteronomy 7:1-19

A Chosen People

7 “When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations
before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven

nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2 and when the Lord your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then
you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 3 You shall not
intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your
sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be kindled against you, and he would destroy

you quickly. 5 But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down
their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire.

6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession,
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that
the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves you and is
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand

generations, 10 and repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack with one who hates him. He
will repay him to his face. 11 You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that | command
you today.

12 “And because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the Lord your God will keep with you the covenant and the
steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. 13 He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. He will also bless the fruit of your
womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock, in
the land that he swore to your fathers to give you. 14 You shall be blessed above all peoples. There shall not be male or female
barren among you or among your livestock. 15 And the Lord will take away from you all sickness, and none of the evil diseases of
Egypt, which you knew, will he inflict on you, but he will lay them on all who hate you. 16 And you shall consume all the peoples
that the Lord your God will give over to you. Your eye shall not pity them, neither shall you serve their gods, for that would be a
snare to you.
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17 “If you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How can | dispossess them?’ 18 you shall not be afraid of them but you
shall remember what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19 the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, the
wonders, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the Lord your God brought you out. So will the Lord your God do to
all the peoples of whom you are afraid.

Matthew 10:1-23

The Twelve Apostles

10 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease
and every affliction. 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 8 Heal the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper
for your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 11 And whatever town
or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not receive
you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 15 Truly, | say to you, it will be
more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.

Persecution Will Come

16 “Behold, | am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of men,
for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings for
my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or
what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your
Father speaking through you. 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against
parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. 23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, | say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns
of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Sixth Petition

And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world,
and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are
attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.
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Psalm 47 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises!
God Is King over All the Earth Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 7 For God is the King of all the earth;
47 Clap your hands, all peoples! sing praises with a psalm!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 8 God reigns over the nations;
2 For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, God sits on his holy throne.
a great king over all the earth. 9 The princes of the peoples gather
3 He subdued peoples under us, as the people of the God of Abraham.
and nations under our feet. For the shields of the earth belong to God;
4 He chose our heritage for us, he is highly exalted!

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah
5 God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Deuteronomy 8:1-20

Remember the Lord Your God

8 “The whole commandment that | command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and
possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers. 2 And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you
would keep his commandments or not. 3 And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not
know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty

years. 5 Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. 6 So you shall keep the
commandments of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines
and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you
will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 And you shall eat and be full, and you
shall bless the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.

11 “Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which | command
you today, 12 lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, 13 and when your herds and
flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart be lifted up, and

you forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15 who led you through the
great and terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought you
water out of the flinty rock, 16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you
and test you, to do you good in the end. 17 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me
this wealth.” 18 You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his
covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19 And if you forget the Lord your God and go after other gods and serve
them and worship them, | solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. 20 Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish
before you, so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the Lord your God.
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24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the
servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household.

Have No Fear

26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27 What I tell you in
the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear not,
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will acknowledge
before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, | also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.

Not Peace, but a Sword

34 “Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For | have come to set
a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's
enemies will be those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

Rewards

40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41 The one who receives a prophet
because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous
person will receive a righteous person's reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is
a disciple, truly, | say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

The Lord’s Prayer

The Seventh Petition

But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean? We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and
soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley
of sorrow to Himself in heaven.



Psalm 48

Zion, the City of Our God

A Song. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah.

48 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised
in the city of our God!

His holy mountain, 2 beautiful in elevation,
is the joy of all the earth,

Mount Zion, in the far north,
the city of the great King.

3 Within her citadels God
has made himself known as a fortress.

Saturday

in the city of our God,
which God will establish forever. Selah
9 We have thought on your steadfast love, O God,
in the midst of your temple.
10 As your name, O God,
so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth.
Your right hand is filled with righteousness.
11 Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice
because of your judgments!
12 Walk about Zion, go around her,

number her towers,
13 consider well her ramparts,
5 As soon as they saw it, they were astounded; go through her citadels,
they were in panic; they took to flight. that you may tell the next generation
6 Trembling took hold of them there, 14 that this is God,
anguish as of a woman in labor. our God forever and ever.
7 By the east wind you shattered He will guide us forever.
the ships of Tarshish.
8 As we have heard, so have we seen
in the city of the Lord of hosts,

4 For behold, the kings assembled;
they came on together.

Deuteronomy 9:1-22

Not Because of Righteousness

9 “Hear, O Israel: you are to cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than you, cities great
and fortified up to heaven, 2 a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you have heard it said,
‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?’ 3 Know therefore today that he who goes over before you as a consuming fire is

the Lord your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them out and make them perish quickly, as
the Lord has promised you.

4 “Do not say in your heart, after the Lord your God has thrust them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that

the Lord has brought me in to possess this land,” whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is driving
them out before you. 5 Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land,
but because of the wickedness of these nations the Lord your God is driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm the
word that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

6 “Know, therefore, that the Lord your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a
stubborn people. 7 Remember and do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness. From the day you
came out of the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. 8 Even at Horeb you provoked
the Lord to wrath, and the Lord was so angry with you that he was ready to destroy you. 9 When | went up the mountain to receive
the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant that the Lord made with you, | remained on the mountain forty days and forty
nights. | neither ate bread nor drank water. 10 And the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and on
them were all the words that the Lord had spoken with you on the mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of the

assembly. 11 And at the end of forty days and forty nights the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the

covenant. 12 Then the Lord said to me, ‘Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people whom you have brought from Egypt have
acted corruptly. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that | commanded them; they have made themselves a metal image.’
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The Golden Calf

13 “Furthermore, the Lord said to me, ‘I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stubborn people. 14 Let me alone, that | may
destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven. And | will make of you a nation mightier and greater than they.” 15 So |
turned and came down from the mountain, and the mountain was burning with fire. And the two tablets of the covenant were in my
two hands. 16 And | looked, and behold, you had sinned against the Lord your God. You had made yourselves a golden calf. You had
turned aside quickly from the way that the Lord had commanded you. 17 So | took hold of the two tablets and threw them out of my
two hands and broke them before your eyes. 18 Then | lay prostrate before the Lord as before, forty days and forty nights. | neither
ate bread nor drank water, because of all the sin that you had committed, in doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke
him to anger. 19 For | was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure that the Lord bore against you, so that he was ready to destroy
you. But the Lord listened to me that time also. 20 And the Lord was so angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him. And |
prayed for Aaron also at the same time. 21 Then | took the sinful thing, the calf that you had made, and burned it with fire and
crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as dust. And | threw the dust of it into the brook that ran down from the
mountain.

22 “At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked the Lord to wrath.

Matthew 11:1-19
Messengers from John the Baptist
11 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.
2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who
is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings' houses. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is
written,
“‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’
11 Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept
it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
16 “But to what shall | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates,
17 ““We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.” 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they
say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”

The Lord’s Prayer

The Conclusion

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.* Amen.

What does this mean? This means that | should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by
Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.”



Sunday

Psalm 23 5 You prepare a table before me

The Lord Is My Shepherd in the presence of my enemies;

A Psalm of David. you anoint my head with oil;

23 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. my cup overflows.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
He leads me beside still waters. all the days of my life,

3 Herestores my soul. and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord

He leads me in paths of righteousness forever.

for his name's sake.
4 Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

Isaiah 25:6-9
6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
8 He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the Lord; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Matt. 22:1-14

The Parable of the Wedding Feast

22 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding
feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again
he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”” 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm,
another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and
he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you

find.” 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall
was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to

him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attend-
ants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of

teeth.” 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

Continued
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17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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