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Monday

Psalm 25 11 For your name's sake, O Lord,
Teach Me Your Paths pardon my guilt, for it is great.
Of David. 12 Who is the man who fears the Lord?
25 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose.
2 0 my God, in you | trust; 13 His soul shall abide in well-being,
let me not be put to shame; and his offspring shall inherit the land.
let not my enemies exult over me. 14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; and he makes known to them his covenant.
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 15 My eyes are ever toward the Lord,
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
teach me your paths. 16 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for | am lonely and afflicted.
for you are the God of my salvation; 17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged;
for you | wait all the day long. bring me out of my distresses.
6 Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, 18 Consider my affliction and my trouble,
for they have been from of old. and forgive all my sins.
7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 19 Consider how many are my foes,
according to your steadfast love remember me, and with what violent hatred they hate me.
for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 20 Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!
8 Good and upright is the Lord; Let me not be put to shame, for | take refuge in you.
therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 21 May integrity and uprightness preserve me,
9 He leads the humble in what is right, for | wait for you.
and teaches the humble his way. 22 Redeem Israel, O God,
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, out of all his troubles.

for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

2 Chronicles 33:1-25

Manasseh Reigns in Judah

33 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2 And he did what was evil
in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord drove out before the people of Israel. 3 For he
rebuilt the high places that his father Hezekiah had broken down, and he erected altars to the Baals, and made Asheroth, and
worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. 4 And he built altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, “In
Jerusalem shall my name be forever.” 5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of

the Lord. 6 And he burned his sons as an offering in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, and used fortune-telling and omens and
sorcery, and dealt with mediums and with necromancers. He did much evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking him to

anger. 7 And the carved image of the idol that he had made he set in the house of God, of which God said to David and to Solomon
his son, “In this house, and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, | will put my name forever, 8 and | will no
more remove the foot of Israel from the land that | appointed for your fathers, if only they will be careful to do all that | have
commanded them, all the law, the statutes, and the rules given through Moses.” 9 Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem astray, to do more evil than the nations whom the Lord destroyed before the people of Israel.

Manasseh's Repentance

10 The Lord spoke to Manasseh and to his people, but they paid no attention. 11 Therefore the Lord brought upon them the
commanders of the army of the king of Assyria, who captured Manasseh with hooks and bound him with chains of bronze and
brought him to Babylon. 12 And when he was in distress, he entreated the favor of the Lord his God and humbled himself greatly
before the God of his fathers. 13 He prayed to him, and God was moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and brought him again
to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the Lord was God.

14 Afterward he built an outer wall for the city of David west of Gihon, in the valley, and for the entrance into the Fish Gate, and
carried it around Ophel, and raised it to a very great height. He also put commanders of the army in all the fortified cities in

Judah. 15 And he took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of the Lord, and all the altars that he had built on the
mountain of the house of the Lord and in Jerusalem, and he threw them outside of the city. 16 He also restored the altar of

the Lord and offered on it sacrifices of peace offerings and of thanksgiving, and he commanded Judah to serve the Lord, the God of



September 14

Israel. 17 Nevertheless, the people still sacrificed at the high places, but only to the Lord their God.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer to his God, and the words of the seers who spoke to him in the name of

the Lord, the God of Israel, behold, they are in the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 19 And his prayer, and how God was moved by his
entreaty, and all his sin and his faithlessness, and the sites on which he built high places and set up the Asherim and the images,
before he humbled himself, behold, they are written in the Chronicles of the Seers. 20 So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in his house, and Amon his son reigned in his place.

Amon's Reign and Death

21 Amon was twenty-two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. 22 And he did what was evil in
the sight of the Lord, as Manasseh his father had done. Amon sacrificed to all the images that Manasseh his father had made, and
served them. 23 And he did not humble himself before the Lord, as Manasseh his father had humbled himself, but this Amon
incurred guilt more and more. 24 And his servants conspired against him and put him to death in his house. 25 But the people of the
land struck down all those who had conspired against King Amon. And the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his place.

Colossians 1:24-2:7

Paul's Ministry to the Church

24 Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his
body, that is, the church, 25 of which | became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to
make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God
chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in
Christ. 29 For this | toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.

2 For | want you to know how great a struggle | have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to

face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and
the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 | say this in
order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For though | am absent in body, yet | am with you in spirit, rejoicing to
see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ.

Alive in Christ

6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

Introduction to the Ten Commandments
As the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a Simple Way to His Household



Tuesday

Psalm 26 6 | wash my hands in innocence

| Will Bless the Lord and go around your altar, O Lord,

Of David. 7 proclaiming thanksgiving aloud,

26 Vindicate me, O Lord, and telling all your wondrous deeds.
for I have walked in my integrity, 8 O Lord, | love the habitation of your house
and | have trusted in the Lord without wavering. and the place where your glory dwells.

2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 9 Do not sweep my soul away with sinners,
test my heart and my mind. nor my life with bloodthirsty men,

3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 10 in whose hands are evil devices,
and | walk in your faithfulness. and whose right hands are full of bribes.

41 do not sit with men of falsehood, 11 But as for me, | shall walk in my integrity;
nor do | consort with hypocrites. redeem me, and be gracious to me.

5 | hate the assembly of evildoers, 12 My foot stands on level ground;
and | will not sit with the wicked. in the great assembly | will bless the Lord.

2 Chronicles 34:1-33

Josiah Reigns in Judah

34 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 And he did what was right in
the eyes of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David his father; and he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 3 For in the
eighth year of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he began to
purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved and the metal images. 4 And they chopped down the
altars of the Baals in his presence, and he cut down the incense altars that stood above them. And he broke in pieces the Asherim
and the carved and the metal images, and he made dust of them and scattered it over the graves of those who had sacrificed to
them. 5 He also burned the bones of the priests on their altars and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 6 And in the cities of Manasseh,
Ephraim, and Simeon, and as far as Naphtali, in their ruins all around, 7 he broke down the altars and beat the Asherim and the
images into powder and cut down all the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

The Book of the Law Found

8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the land and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and
Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the Lord his God. 9 They came
to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of
the threshold, had collected from Manasseh and Ephraim and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin and
from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 And they gave it to the workmen who were working in the house of the Lord. And the
workmen who were working in the house of the Lord gave it for repairing and restoring the house. 11 They gave it to the carpenters
and the builders to buy quarried stone, and timber for binders and beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to

ruin. 12 And the men did the work faithfully. Over them were set Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari, and
Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to have oversight. The Levites, all who were skillful with instruments of
music, 13 were over the burden-bearers and directed all who did work in every kind of service, and some of the Levites were scribes
and officials and gatekeepers.

14 While they were bringing out the money that had been brought into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of
the Law of the Lord given through Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of
the Law in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan brought the book to the king, and further
reported to the king, “All that was committed to your servants they are doing. 17 They have emptied out the money that was found
in the house of the Lord and have given it into the hand of the overseers and the workmen.” 18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the
king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it before the king.

19 And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes. 20 And the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of
Shaphan, Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, 21 “Go, inquire of the Lord for me
and for those who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been found. For great is the wrath of
the Lord that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the Lord, to do according to all that is written in this
book.”
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Huldah Prophesies Disaster

22 So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, son of
Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter) and spoke to her to that effect. 23 And she said
to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent you to me, 24 Thus says the Lord, Behold, | will bring disaster
upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book that was read before the king of

Judah. 25 Because they have forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the
works of their hands, therefore my wrath will be poured out on this place and will not be quenched. 26 But to the king of Judah, who
sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have
heard, 27 because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you heard his words against this place and its
inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before me and have torn your clothes and wept before me, | also have heard you,
declares the Lord. 28 Behold, | will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall
not see all the disaster that | will bring upon this place and its inhabitants.”” And they brought back word to the king.

29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 And the king went up to the house of the Lord,
with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the priests and the Levites, all the people both great and small. And
he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that had been found in the house of the Lord. 31 And the

king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord and to keep his commandments and his
testimonies and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were written in this

book. 32 Then he made all who were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according
to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. 33 And Josiah took away all the abominations from all the territory that belonged to
the people of Israel and made all who were present in Israel serve the Lord their God. All his days they did not turn away from
following the Lord, the God of their fathers.

Colossians 2:8-23

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental
spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled in
him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,

by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our

trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the

cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

Let No One Disqualify You

16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a
Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one disqualify you, insisting on
asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, 19 and not holding
fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that
is from God.

20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to
regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch” 22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according

to human precepts and teachings? 23 These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism
and severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.

The Ten Commandments

The First Commandment

You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.



Psalm 27

The Lord Is My Light and My Salvation

Of David.

27 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall | be afraid?

2 When evildoers assail me
to eat up my flesh,

my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.

3 Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;

though war arise against me,
yet | will be confident.

4 One thing have | asked of the Lord,
that will | seek after:

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord
and to inquire in his temple.

5 For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;

he will lift me high upon a rock.
6 And now my head shall be lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and | will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;
| will sing and make melody to the Lord.

2 Chronicles 35:1-25
Josiah Keeps the Passover

Wednesday

7 Hear, O Lord, when | cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me!

8 You have said, “Seek my face.”

My heart says to you,

“Your face, Lord, do | seek.”

9 Hide not your face from me.

Turn not your servant away in anger,
O you who have been my help.

Cast me not off; forsake me not,

O God of my salvation!

10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me,
but the Lord will take me in.

11 Teach me your way, O Lord,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.

12 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries;
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they breathe out violence.

13 | believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living!

14 Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!

35 Josiah kept a Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem. And they slaughtered the Passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the first
month. 2 He appointed the priests to their offices and encouraged them in the service of the house of the Lord. 3 And he said to the
Levites who taught all Israel and who were holy to the Lord, “Put the holy ark in the house that Solomon the son of David, king of
Israel, built. You need not carry it on your shoulders. Now serve the Lord your God and his people Israel. 4 Prepare

yourselves according to your fathers' houses by your divisions, as prescribed in the writing of David king of Israel and the document
of Solomon his son. 5 And stand in the Holy Place according to the groupings of the fathers' houses of your brothers the lay people,
and according to the division of the Levites by fathers' household. 6 And slaughter the Passover lamb, and consecrate yourselves,
and prepare for your brothers, to do according to the word of the Lord by Moses.”

7 Then Josiah contributed to the lay people, as Passover offerings for all who were present, lambs and young goats from the flock to
the number of 30,000, and 3,000 bulls; these were from the king's possessions. 8 And his officials contributed willingly to the
people, to the priests, and to the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, the chief officers of the house of God, gave to the priests for
the Passover offerings 2,600 Passover lambs and 300 bulls. 9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel his brothers, and
Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to the Levites for the Passover offerings 5,000 lambs and young

goats and 500 bulls.

10 When the service had been prepared for, the priests stood in their place, and the Levites in their divisions according to the king's
command. 11 And they slaughtered the Passover lamb, and the priests threw the blood that they received from them while the
Levites flayed the sacrifices. 12 And they set aside the burnt offerings that they might distribute them according to the groupings of
the fathers' houses of the lay people, to offer to the Lord, as it is written in the Book of Moses. And so they did with the

bulls. 13 And they roasted the Passover lamb with fire according to the rule; and they boiled the holy offerings in pots, in cauldrons,
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and in pans, and carried them quickly to all the lay people. 14 And afterward they prepared for themselves and for the priests,
because the priests, the sons of Aaron, were offering the burnt offerings and the fat parts until night; so the Levites prepared for
themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron. 15 The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their place according to the command of
David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and the gatekeepers were at each gate. They did not need to depart from
their service, for their brothers the Levites prepared for them.

16 So all the service of the Lord was prepared that day, to keep the Passover and to offer burnt offerings on the altar of the Lord,
according to the command of King Josiah. 17 And the people of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that time, and the Feast
of Unleavened Bread seven days. 18 No Passover like it had been kept in Israel since the days of Samuel the prophet. None of the
kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as was kept by Josiah, and the priests and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel who were
present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover was kept.

Josiah Killed in Battle

20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Egypt went up to fight at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and
Josiah went out to meet him. 21 But he sent envoys to him, saying, “What have we to do with each other, king of Judah? | am not
coming against you this day, but against the house with which | am at war. And God has commanded me to hurry. Cease opposing
God, who is with me, lest he destroy you.” 22 Nevertheless, Josiah did not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to fight
with him. He did not listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to fight in the plain of Megiddo. 23 And the archers
shot King Josiah. And the king said to his servants, “Take me away, for | am badly wounded.” 24 So his servants took him out of the
chariot and carried him in his second chariot and brought him to Jerusalem. And he died and was buried in the tombs of his

fathers. All Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 25 Jeremiah also uttered a lament for Josiah; and all the singing men and singing
women have spoken of Josiah in their laments to this day. They made these a rule in Israel; behold, they are written in the Laments.

Colossians 3:1-25

Put On the New Self

3 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in

God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is

idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But

now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but
Christ is all, and in all.

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and

patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.

Rules for Christian Households

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children,
obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become

discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers,
but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from
the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for
the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.

The Ten Commandments

The Second Commandment

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but
call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.



Psalm 28

The Lord Is My Strength and My Shield
Of David.

28 To you, O Lord, | call;

Thursday

5 Because they do not regard the works of the Lord
or the work of his hands,

he will tear them down and build them up no more.

6 Blessed be the Lord!

For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
7 The Lord is my strength and my shield;
in him my heart trusts, and | am helped;

my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if you be silent to me,
| become like those who go down to the pit.

2 Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, my heart exults,
when | cry to you for help, and with my song | give thanks to him.

when 1 lift up my hands 8 The Lord is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.

9 Oh, save your people and bless your heritage!
Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

toward your most holy sanctuary.
3 Do not drag me off with the wicked,
with the workers of evil,
who speak peace with their neighbors
while evil is in their hearts.
4 Give to them according to their work
and according to the evil of their deeds;
give to them according to the work of their hands;
render them their due reward.

2 Chronicles 36:1-23

Judah's Decline

36 The people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah and made him king in his father's place in Jerusalem. 2 Jehoahaz was twenty-
three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. 3 Then the king of Egypt deposed him in Jerusalem

and laid on the land a tribute of a hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother king over
Judah and Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But Neco took Jehoahaz his brother and carried him to Egypt.

5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the sight of
the Lord his God. 6 Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and bound him in chains to take him to

Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnezzar also carried part of the vessels of the house of the Lord to Babylon and put them in his palace in Babylon. 8 Now
the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and the abominations that he did, and what was found against him, behold, they are written in the Book of
the Kings of Israel and Judah. And Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

9 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in
the sight of the Lord. 10 In the spring of the year King Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him to Babylon, with the precious vessels of the
house of the Lord, and made his brother Zedekiah king over Judah and Jerusalem.

11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He did what was evil in the
sight of the Lord his God. He did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the Lord. 13 He also
rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to
the Lord, the God of Israel. 14 All the officers of the priests and the people likewise were exceedingly unfaithful, following all the
abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house of the Lord that he had made holy in Jerusalem.

15 The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people andon his
dwelling place. 16 But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of

the Lord rose against his people, until there was no remedy.

Jerusalem Captured and Burned

17 Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house of their
sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old man or aged. He gave them all into his hand. 18 And all the vessels of the
house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his princes, all these he
brought to Babylon. 19 And they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and
destroyed all its precious vessels. 20 He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him
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and to his sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land
had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.

The Proclamation of Cyrus

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: 23 “Thus says Cyrus king of
Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up.””

Colossians 4:1-18

4 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

Further Instructions

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door
for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which | am in prison— 4 that | may make it clear, which is how | ought to speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you
may know how you ought to answer each person.

Final Greetings

7 Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 | have sent him to
you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts, 9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful

and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here.

10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he
comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the
kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling
on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God. 13 For | bear him witness that he has worked
hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas. 15 Give my greetings to
the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. 16 And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in
the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry
that you have received in the Lord.”

18 1, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.

The Ten Commandments

The Third Commandment

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and
learn it.
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Psalm 29 6 He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf,
Ascribe to the Lord Glory and Sirion like a young wild ox.
A Psalm of David. 7 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.

8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth

29 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;

worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.

3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,

and strips the forests bare,
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;

the Lord, over many waters. the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.
11 May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!

4 The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

Nehemiah 1:1-2:10

Report from Jerusalem

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as | was in Susa the citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers,
came with certain men from Judah. And | asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and
concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble

and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”

Nehemiah's Prayer

4 As soon as | heard these words | sat down and wept and mourned for days, and | continued fasting and praying before the God of
heaven. 5 And | said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that | now
pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have
sinned against you. Even | and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the
commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the word that you commanded
your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, | will scatter you among the peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my
commandments and do them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there | will gather them and bring
them to the place that | have chosen, to make my name dwell there.” 10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have
redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to
the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight
of this man.”

Now | was cupbearer to the king.

Nehemiah Sent to Judah

2 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, | took up the wine and gave it to the
king. Now | had not been sad in his presence. 2 And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is
nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then | was very much afraid. 3 | said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my
face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 4 Then the king
said to me, “What are you requesting?” So | prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And | said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your
servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' graves, that | may rebuild it.” 6 And the
king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), “How long will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to
send me when | had given him a time. 7 And | said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the
province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until | come to Judah, 8 and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's
forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for
the house that I shall occupy.” And the king granted me what | asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.

Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem's Walls
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9 Then | came to the governors of the province Beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent with me
officers of the army and horsemen. 10 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant heard this, it displeased
them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel.

1 Timothy 1:1-20

Greeting

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,

2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

Warning Against False Teachers

3 As | urged you when | was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any
different doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the
stewardship from God that is by faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a
sincere faith. 6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 7 desiring to be teachers of the
law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.

8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the
lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for
murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary

to sound doctrine, 11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which | have been entrusted.

Christ Jesus Came to Save Sinners

12 | thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his

service, 13 though formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But | received mercy because | had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying
is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the

foremost. 16 But | received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

18 This charge | entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you
may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their

faith, 20 among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom | have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.

The Ten Commandments

The Fourth Commandment

Honor your father and your mother.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor
them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.
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Psalm 30 7 By your favor, O Lord,
Joy Comes with the Morning you made my mountain stand strong;
A Psalm of David. A song at the dedication of the temple. you hid your face;
30 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up I was dismayed.
and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 8 Toyou, O Lord, I cry,
2 0 Lord my God, | cried to you for help, and to the Lord | plead for mercy:
and you have healed me. 9 “What profit is there in my death,
3 O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; if I go down to the pit?
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. Will the dust praise you?
4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, Willit tell of your faithfulness?
and give thanks to his holy name. 10 Hear, O Lord, and be merciful to me!
5 For his anger is but for a moment, O Lord, be my helper!”
and his favor is for a lifetime. 11 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
Weeping may tarry for the night, you have loosed my sackcloth
but joy comes with the morning. and clothed me with gladness,
6 As for me, | said in my prosperity, 12 that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent.
“1 shall never be moved.” O Lord my God, | will give thanks to you forever!

Nehemiah 2:11-20; 4:1-6

11 So | went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 Then | arose in the night, | and a few men with me. And | told no one what
my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me but the one on which | rode. 13 | went out by night
by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the Dung Gate, and | inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were broken down and its
gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then | went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no room for the
animal that was under me to pass. 15 Then | went up in the night by the valley and inspected the wall, and | turned back and en-
tered by the Valley Gate, and so returned. 16 And the officials did not know where | had gone or what | was doing, and | had not yet
told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the work.

17 Then | said to them, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us build the wall
of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision.” 18 And | told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good,
and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, “Let us rise up and build.” So they strengthened their hands
for the good work. 19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they
jeered at us and despised us and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?” 20 Then | replied
to them, “The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and build, but you have no portion or right or
claim in Jerusalem.”

Opposition to the Work

4 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews. 2 And he
said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for them-
selves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and burned ones at
that?” 3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they are building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down
their stone walll” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give them up to be plun-
dered in a land where they are captives. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have
provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders.

6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.
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1 Timothy 2:1-15

Pray for All People

2 First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in
the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God,
and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimo-
ny given at the proper time. 7 For this | was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of
the Gentiles in faith and truth.

8 | desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; 9 likewise also that women
should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly
attire, 10 but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11 Let a woman learn quietly with all submis-
siveness. 12 | do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was
formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be
saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

The Ten Commandments

The Fifth Commandment

You shall not murder.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support
him in every physical need.



Psalm 27:1-9

The Lord Is My Light and My Salvation

Of David.

27 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall | be afraid?

2 When evildoers assail me
to eat up my flesh,

my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.

3 Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;

though war arise against me,
yet | will be confident.

4 One thing have | asked of the Lord,
that will | seek after:

that | may dwell in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord
and to inquire in his temple.

Isaiah 55:6—9

6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;

7 let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

Sunday

5 For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will lift me high upon a rock.
6 And now my head shall be lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and | will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;
| will sing and make melody to the Lord.
7 Hear, O Lord, when | cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me!
8 You have said, “Seek my face.”
My heart says to you,
“Your face, Lord, do | seek.”
9 Hide not your face from me.
Turn not your servant away in anger,
O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not,
O God of my salvation!

let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Matt. 20:1-16

Laborers in the Vineyard

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vine-

yard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give
you.” 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he
went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.” 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to

his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.” 9 And when those hired about the
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eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more,
but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But
he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you
and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you. 15 Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or do
you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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