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Monday

Psalm 19
The Law of the Lord Is Perfect
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.
19 The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.

the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes;

9 the fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever;

the rules of the Lord are true,
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey

and drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can discern his errors?
Declare me innocent from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me!
Then | shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

4 Their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;

2 Kings 4:38-5:8

Elisha Purifies the Deadly Stew

38 And Elisha came again to Gilgal when there was a famine in the land. And as the sons of the prophets were sitting before him, he said to
his servant, “Set on the large pot, and boil stew for the sons of the prophets.” 39 One of them went out into the field to gather herbs, and
found a wild vine and gathered from it his lap full of wild gourds, and came and cut them up into the pot of stew, not knowing what they
were. 40 And they poured out some for the men to eat. But while they were eating of the stew, they cried out, “O man of God, there is
death in the pot!” And they could not eat it. 41 He said, “Then bring flour.” And he threw it into the pot and said, “Pour some out for the
men, that they may eat.” And there was no harm in the pot.

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his
sack. And Elisha said, “Give to the men, that they may eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can | set this before a hundred men?” So he re-
peated, “Give them to the men, that they may eat, for thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.”” 44 So he set it before them.
And they ate and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.

Naaman Healed of Leprosy

5 Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in high favor, because by him the Lord had
given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 2 Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a little girl
from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the
prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4 So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the girl from the
land of Israel.” 5 And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and | will send a letter to the king of Israel.”

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothing. 6 And he brought the letter to
the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that | have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his
leprosy.” 7 And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am | God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends
word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”

8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your
clothes? Let him come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.”

Ephesians 6:1-24

Children and Parents

6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a prom-
ise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Bondservants and Masters

5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-
service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the
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Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is
free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and

that there is no partiality with him.

The Whole Armor of God

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth,
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of

peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which | am an ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as |
ought to speak.

Final Greetings

21 So that you also may know how | am and what | am doing, Tychicus the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you every-
thing. 22 | have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts.

23 Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus
Christ with love incorruptible.

Table of Duties

To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers

The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not
given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his
children obey him with proper respect. 1 Tim. 3:2-4

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 1 Tim. 3:6

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those
who oppose it. Titus 1:9

What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors

The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14

Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A
man reaps what he sows. Gal. 6:6-7

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For
the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 1 Tim. 5:17-18

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the
highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 1 Thess. 5:12-13

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work
will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Heb. 13:17

Of Civil Government

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities
that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you
want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But
if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the
wrong-doer. Rom. 13:1-4

Of Citizens

Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. Matt. 22:21

It is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why you pay
taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay
taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Rom. 13:5-7

| urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:1-3

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good. Titus 3:1

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to gover-
nors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 1 Peter 2:13-14



Tuesday

Psalm 20 May the Lord fulfill all your petitions!
Trust in the Name of the Lord Our God 6 Now | know that the Lord saves his anointed;
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. he will answer him from his holy heaven
20 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble! with the saving might of his right hand.
May the name of the God of Jacob protect you! 7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
2 May he send you help from the sanctuary but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.
and give you support from Zion! 8 They collapse and fall,
3 May he remember all your offerings but we rise and stand upright.
and regard with favor your burnt sacrifices! Selah 9 O Lord, save the king!
4 May he grant you your heart's desire May he answer us when we call.

and fulfill all your plans!
5 May we shout for joy over your salvation,
and in the name of our God set up our banners!

2 Kings 5:9-27

9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's house. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11 But Naaman was angry
and went away, saying, “Behold, | thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord his
God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants came near and
said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and
be clean’?” 14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his
flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Gehazi's Greed and Punishment

15 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him. And he said, “Behold, | know
that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from your servant.” 16 But he said, “As the Lord lives,
before whom I stand, | will receive none.” And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 17 Then Naaman said, “If not, please let there
be given to your servant two mule loads of earth, for from now on your servant will not offer burnt offering or sacrifice to any god
but the Lord. 18 In this matter may the Lord pardon your servant: when my master goes into the house of Rimmon to worship
there, leaning on my arm, and | bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when | bow myself in the house of Rimmon, theLord pardon
your servant in this matter.” 19 He said to him, “Go in peace.”

But when Naaman had gone from him a short distance, 20 Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, “See, my master has
spared this Naaman the Syrian, in not accepting from his hand what he brought. As the Lord lives, | will run after him and get
something from him.” 21 So Gehazi followed Naaman. And when Naaman saw someone running after him, he got down from the
chariot to meet him and said, “Is all well?” 22 And he said, “All is well. My master has sent me to say, ‘There have just now come to
me from the hill country of Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets. Please give them a talent of silver and two changes
of clothing.”” 23 And Naaman said, “Be pleased to accept two talents.” And he urged him and tied up two talents of silver in two
bags, with two changes of clothing, and laid them on two of his servants. And they carried them before Gehazi. 24 And when he
came to the hill, he took them from their hand and put them in the house, and he sent the men away, and they departed. 25 He
went in and stood before his master, and Elisha said to him, “Where have you been, Gehazi?” And he said, “Your servant went
nowhere.” 26 But he said to him, “Did not my heart go when the man turned from his chariot to meet you? Was it a time to accept
money and garments, olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male servants and female servants? 27 Therefore the leprosy of
Naaman shall cling to you and to your descendants forever.” So he went out from his presence a leper, like snow.
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Philippians 1:1-20

Greeting

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving and Prayer

3 | thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are
all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my

witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and

more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day
of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

The Advance of the Gospel

12 | want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become
known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers,
having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that | am put
here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my
imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.

To Live Is Christ

Yes, and | will rejoice, 19 for | know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my
deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always
Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.

Table of Duties

To Husbands

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as
heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 1 Peter 3:7

Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. Col. 3:19

To Wives

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. Eph. 5:22

They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if
you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 1 Peter 3:5-6

To Parents
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Eph. 6:4

To Children
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and your mother” —which is the first commandment with
a promise—“that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Eph. 6:1-3



Wednesday

Psalm 21
The King Rejoices in the Lord's Strength
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.
21 O Lord, in your strength the king rejoices,
and in your salvation how greatly he exults!
2 You have given him his heart's desire
and have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah
3 For you meet him with rich blessings;
you set a crown of fine gold upon his head.

8 Your hand will find out all your enemies;
your right hand will find out those who hate you.
9 You will make them as a blazing oven
when you appear.
The Lord will swallow them up in his wrath,
and fire will consume them.
10 You will destroy their descendants from the earth,
and their offspring from among the children of man.
11 Though they plan evil against you,

though they devise mischief, they will not succeed.
12 For you will put them to flight;

you will aim at their faces with your bows.
13 Be exalted, O Lord, in your strength!

We will sing and praise your power.

4 He asked life of you; you gave it to him,
length of days forever and ever.
5 His glory is great through your salvation;
splendor and majesty you bestow on him.
6 For you make him most blessed forever;
you make him glad with the joy of your presence.
7 For the king trusts in the Lord,
and through the steadfast love of the Most High he shall not
be moved.

2 Kings 6:1-23

The Axe Head Recovered

6 Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “See, the place where we dwell under your charge is too small for us. 2 Let us go to
the Jordan and each of us get there a log, and let us make a place for us to dwell there.” And he answered, “Go.” 3 Then one of
them said, “Be pleased to go with your servants.” And he answered, “l will go.” 4 So he went with them. And when they came to the
Jordan, they cut down trees. 5 But as one was felling a log, his axe head fell into the water, and he cried out, “Alas, my master! It
was borrowed.” 6 Then the man of God said, “Where did it fall?” When he showed him the place, he cut off a stick and threw it in
there and made the iron float. 7 And he said, “Take it up.” So he reached out his hand and took it.

Horses and Chariots of Fire

8 Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took counsel with his servants, saying, “At such and such a place shall
be my camp.” 9 But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are
going down there.” 10 And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so
that he saved himself there more than once or twice.

11 And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his servants and said to them, “Will
you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?” 12 And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet
who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13 And he said, “Go and see where he is, that |
may send and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” 14 So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and
they came by night and surrounded the city.

15 When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was all
around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us
are more than those who are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” So

the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha. 18 And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, “Please strike this people with
blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of Elisha. 19 And Elisha said to them, “This is not the
way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and | will bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to Samaria.

20 As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may see.” So the Lord opened their
eyes and they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. 21 As soon as the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My
father, shall I strike them down? Shall | strike them down?” 22 He answered, “You shall not strike them down. Would you strike
down those whom you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set bread and water before them, that they may
eat and drink and go to their master.” 23 So he prepared for them a great feast, and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them
away, and they went to their master. And the Syrians did not come again on raids into the land of Israel.
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Philippians 1:21-2:11

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose |
cannot tell. 23 1 am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in
the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with you all, for

your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you
again.

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, | may hear of

you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in
anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29 For it has
been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the

same conflict that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

Christ's Example of Humility

2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and

sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his
own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of

a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Table of Duties

To Workers of All Kinds

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only
to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if
you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is
slave or free. Eph. 6:5-8

To Employers and Supervisors
Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that He who is both their Master and yours is in
heaven, and there is no favoritism with Him. Eph. 6:9

To Youth

Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another,
because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’'s mighty hand, that He
may lift you up in due time. 1 Peter 5:5-6

To Widows
The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.
But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5-6

To Everyone

The commandments ... are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Rom. 13:9
| urge ... that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone. 1 Tim. 2:1

Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall fare.
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Psalm 22
Why Have You Forsaken Me?

To the choirmaster: according to The Doe of the Dawn. A Psalm of

David.
22 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of

my groaning?
2 O my God, | cry by day, but you do not answer,
and by night, but | find no rest.
3 Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4 In you our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and you delivered them.
5 To you they cried and were rescued;
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
6 But | am a worm and not a man,
scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
7 All who see me mock me;
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
8 “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him;

16 For dogs encompass me;
a company of evildoers encircles me;
they have pierced my hands and feet—
17 | can count all my bones—
they stare and gloat over me;
18 they divide my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.
19 But you, O Lord, do not be far off!
O you my help, come quickly to my aid!
20 Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the power of the dog!
21 Save me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!
22 | will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation | will praise you:
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
24 For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted,

and he has not hidden his face from him,
but has heard, when he cried to him.

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows | will perform before those who fear him.

26 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the Lord!

May your hearts live forever!

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the Lord,

and all the families of the nations
shall worship before you.

28 For kingship belongs to the Lord,
and he rules over the nations.

29 All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep himself alive.

30 Posterity shall serve him;
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;

31 they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people

yet unborn, that he has done it.

let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”
9 Yet you are he who took me from the womb;
you made me trust you at my mother's breasts.
10 On you was | cast from my birth,
and from my mother's womb you have been my God.
11 Be not far from me,
for trouble is near,
and there is none to help.
12 Many bulls encompass me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me;
13 they open wide their mouths at me,
like a ravening and roaring lion.
14 1 am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
it is melted within my breast;
15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.

2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29

Jehu Anointed King of Israel

9 Then Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and said to him, “Tie up your garments, and take this flask of oil in your
hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 2 And when you arrive, look there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. And go in and have him
rise from among his fellows, and lead him to an inner chamber. 3 Then take the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus says

the Lord, | anoint you king over Israel.” Then open the door and flee; do not linger.”

4 So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 And when he came, behold, the commanders of the army were in
council. And he said, “I have a word for you, O commander.” And Jehu said, “To which of us all?” And he said, “To you, O commander.” 6 So
he arose and went into the house. And the young man poured the oil on his head, saying to him, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, |
anoint you king over the people of the Lord, over Israel. 7 And you shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, so that | may avenge on
Jezebel the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord. 8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and
I will cut off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel. 9 And | will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and none shall bury her.” Then
he opened the door and fled.

11 When Jehu came out to the servants of his master, they said to him, “Is all well? Why did this mad fellow come to you?” And he said to
them, “You know the fellow and his talk.” 12 And they said, “That is not true; tell us now.” And he said, “Thus and so he spoke to me, saying,
‘Thus says the Lord, | anoint you king over Israel.”” 13 Then in haste every man of them took his garment and put it under him on the

bare steps, and they blew the trumpet and proclaimed, “Jehu is king.”
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Jehu Strikes Down the Prophets of Baal

18 Then Jehu assembled all the people and said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu will serve him much. 19 Now therefore call to me
all the prophets of Baal, all his worshipers and all his priests. Let none be missing, for | have a great sacrifice to offer toBaal. Whoever is
missing shall not live.” But Jehu did it with cunning in order to destroy the worshipers of Baal. 20 And Jehu ordered, “Sanctify a solemn
assembly for Baal.” So they proclaimed it. 21 And Jehu sent throughout all Israel, and all the worshipers of Baal came, so that there was not a
man left who did not come. And they entered the house of Baal, and the house of Baal was filled from one end to the other. 22 He said to him
who was in charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out the vestments for all the worshipers of Baal.” So he brought out the vestments for

them. 23 Then Jehu went into the house of Baal with Jehonadab the son of Rechab, and he said to the worshipers of Baal, “Search, and see
that there is no servant of the Lord here among you, but only the worshipers of Baal.” 24 Then they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt
offerings.

Now Jehu had stationed eighty men outside and said, “The man who allows any of those whom | give into your hands to escape shall forfeit
his life.” 25 So as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to the guard and to the officers, “Go in and strike them
down; let not a man escape.” So when they put them to the sword, the guard and the officers cast them out and went into the inner room of
the house of Baal, 26 and they brought out the pillar that was in the house of Baal and burned it. 27 And they demolished the pillar of Baal,
and demolished the house of Baal, and made it a latrine to this day.

Jehu Reigns in Israel

28 Thus Jehu wiped out Baal from Israel. 29 But Jehu did not turn aside from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to
sin—that is, the golden calves that were in Bethel and in Dan.

Philippians 2:12-30

Lights in the World

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ |
may be proud that | did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if | am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

Timothy and Epaphroditus

19 | hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that | too may be cheered by news of you. 20 For | have no one like him, who will
be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy's proven
worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the gospel. 23 | hope therefore to send him just as soon as | see how it will go with
me, 24 and | trust in the Lord that shortly | myself will come also.

25 | have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger

and minister to my need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was
ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest | should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 | am the more
eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that | may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with all
joy, and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service to me.

Christian Questions with Their Answers: 1-9

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament
Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.
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Psalm 23

The Lord Is My Shepherd

A Psalm of David.

23 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

5 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
3 Herestores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness forever.
for his name's sake.
4 Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

2 Chronicles 29:1-24

Hezekiah Reigns in Judah

29 Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name
was Abijah the daughter of Zechariah. 2 And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that David his father had
done.

Hezekiah Cleanses the Temple

3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the Lord and repaired them. 4 He brought in
the priests and the Levites and assembled them in the square on the east 5 and said to them, “Hear me, Levites! Now consecrate
yourselves, and consecrate the house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and carry out the filth from the Holy Place. 6 For our
fathers have been unfaithful and have done what was evil in the sight of the Lord our God. They have forsaken him and have turned
away their faces from the habitation of the Lord and turned their backs. 7 They also shut the doors of the vestibule and put out the
lamps and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings in the Holy Place to the God of Israel. 8 Therefore the wrath of

the Lord came on Judah and Jerusalem, and he has made them an object of horror, of astonishment, and of hissing, as you see with
your own eyes. 9 For behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives are in captivity for
this. 10 Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the Lord, the God of Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn away from
us. 11 My sons, do not now be negligent, for the Lord has chosen you to stand in his presence, to minister to him and to be his
ministers and make offerings to him.”

12 Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the Kohathites; and of the sons

of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; and of the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the son
of Joah; 13 and of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel; and of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; 14 and of the sons
of Heman, Jehuel and Shimei; and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 15 They gathered their brothers and consecrated
themselves and went in as the king had commanded, by the words of the Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord. 16 The priests
went into the inner part of the house of the Lord to cleanse it, and they brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the
temple of the Lord into the court of the house of the Lord. And the Levites took it and carried it out to the brook Kidron. 17 They
began to consecrate on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they came to the vestibule of the Lord.
Then for eight days they consecrated the house of the Lord, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished. 18 Then they
went in to Hezekiah the king and said, “We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils,
and the table for the showbread and all its utensils. 19 All the utensils that King Ahaz discarded in his reign when he was faithless,
we have made ready and consecrated, and behold, they are before the altar of the Lord.”

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship

20 Then Hezekiah the king rose early and gathered the officials of the city and went up to the house of the Lord. 21 And they
brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats for a sin offering for the kingdom and for the sanctuary and for
Judah. And he commanded the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the Lord. 22 So they slaughtered the bulls,
and the priests received the blood and threw it against the altar. And they slaughtered the rams, and their blood was thrown
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against the altar. And they slaughtered the lambs, and their blood was thrown against the altar. 23 Then the goats for the sin offering
were brought to the king and the assembly, and they laid their hands on them, 24 and the priests slaughtered them and made a sin
offering with their blood on the altar, to make atonement for all Israel. For the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin
offering should be made for all Israel.

Philippians 3:1-21

Righteousness Through Faith in Christ

3 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.

2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who
worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though | myself have reason for
confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth
day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, |
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that | may
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means
possible | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Straining Toward the Goal

12 Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me
his own. 13 Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us
who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to
what we have attained.

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of
whom | have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their
god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it

we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables
him even to subject all things to himself.

Christian Questions with Their Answers: 10-15

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood
for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.
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Psalm 24 6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,
The King of Glory who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah
A Psalm of David. 7 Lift up your heads, O gates!
24 The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
the world and those who dwell therein, that the King of glory may come in.
2 for he has founded it upon the seas 8 Who is this King of glory?
and established it upon the rivers. The Lord, strong and mighty,
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? the Lord, mighty in battle!
And who shall stand in his holy place? 9 Lift up your heads, O gates!
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, And lift them up, O ancient doors,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false that the King of glory may come in.
and does not swear deceitfully. 10 Who is this King of glory?
5 He will receive blessing from the Lord The Lord of hosts,
and righteousness from the God of his salvation. he is the King of glory! Selah

2 Chronicles 31:1-21

Hezekiah Organizes the Priests

31 Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present went out to the cities of Judah and broke in pieces the pillars and cut
down the Asherim and broke down the high places and the altars throughout all Judah and Benjamin, and in Ephraim and Manas-
seh, until they had destroyed them all. Then all the people of Israel returned to their cities, every man to his possession.

2 And Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the priests and of the Levites, division by division, each according to his service, the
priests and the Levites, for burnt offerings and peace offerings, to minister in the gates of the camp of the Lord and to give thanks
and praise. 3 The contribution of the king from his own possessions was for the burnt offerings: the burnt offerings of morning and
evening, and the burnt offerings for the Sabbaths, the new moons, and the appointed feasts, as it is written in the Law of

the Lord. 4 And he commanded the people who lived in Jerusalem to give the portion due to the priests and the Levites, that they
might give themselves to the Law of the Lord. 5 As soon as the command was spread abroad, the people of Israel gave in abun-
dance the firstfruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field. And they brought in abundantly the tithe of every-
thing. 6 And the people of Israel and Judah who lived in the cities of Judah also brought in the tithe of cattle and sheep, and the
tithe of the dedicated things that had been dedicated to the Lord their God, and laid them in heaps. 7 In the third month they began
to pile up the heaps, and finished them in the seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they
blessed the Lord and his people Israel. 9 And Hezekiah questioned the priests and the Levites about the heaps. 10 Azariah the chief
priest, who was of the house of Zadok, answered him, “Since they began to bring the contributions into the house of the Lord, we
have eaten and had enough and have plenty left, for the Lord has blessed his people, so that we have this large amount left.”

11 Then Hezekiah commanded them to prepare chambers in the house of the Lord, and they prepared them. 12 And they faithfully
brought in the contributions, the tithes, and the dedicated things. The chief officer in charge of them was Conaniah the Levite,

with Shimei his brother as second, 13 while Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath, and Benai-
ah were overseers assisting Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by the appointment of Hezekiah the king and Azariah the chief officer
of the house of God. 14 And Kore the son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the east gate, was over the freewill offerings to God, to
apportion the contribution reserved for the Lord and the most holy offerings. 15 Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and
Shecaniah were faithfully assisting him in the cities of the priests, to distribute the portions to their brothers, old and young alike, by
divisions, 16 except those enrolled by genealogy, males from three years old and upward—all who entered the house of the Lord as
the duty of each day required—for their service according to their offices, by their divisions. 17 The enrollment of the priests was
according to their fathers' houses; that of the Levites from twenty years old and upward was according to their offices, by their
divisions. 18 They were enrolled with all their little children, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, the whole assembly, for
they were faithful in keeping themselves holy. 19 And for the sons of Aaron, the priests, who were in the fields of common land
belonging to their cities, there were men in the several cities who were designated by name to distribute portions to every male
among the priests and to everyone among the Levites who was enrolled.

20 Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did what was good and right and faithful before the Lord his God. 21 And every
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work that he undertook in the service of the house of God and in accordance with the law and the commandments, seeking his God,
he did with all his heart, and prospered.

Philippians 4:1-23

4 Therefore, my brothers, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

Exhortation, Encouragement, and Prayer

2 | entreat Euodia and | entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, | ask you also, true companion, help these women, who have
labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of
life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not
be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to

God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is com-
mendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have

learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

God's Provision

10 | rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but
you had no opportunity. 11 Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned, in whatever situation | am, to be content. 12|
know how to be brought low, and | know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty
and hunger, abundance and need. 13 | can do all things through him who strengthens me.

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left
Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me
help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that | seek the gift, but | seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18 | have received full
payment, and more. | am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice accepta-
ble and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God
and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Final Greetings

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's
household.

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Christian Questions with Their Answers: 16-20

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, encour-
agement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.
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Psalm 103:1-12 7 He made known his ways to Moses,

Bless the Lord, O My Soul his acts to the people of Israel.

Of David. 8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

103 Bless the Lord, O my soul, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
and all that is within me, 9 He will not always chide,
bless his holy name! nor will he keep his anger forever.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,
and forget not all his benefits, nor repay us according to our iniquities.

3 who forgives all your iniquity, 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
who heals all your diseases, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

4 who redeems your life from the pit, 12 as far as the east is from the west,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

5 who satisfies you with good

so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.
6 The Lord works righteousness

and justice for all who are oppressed.

Gen. 50:15-21

God's Good Purposes

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the
evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to
Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”” And now, please forgive the
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of

God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive,
as they are today. 21 So do not fear; | will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

Matt. 18:21-35

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven
times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he
began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, implor-
ing him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him
and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hun-
dred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the

debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 34 And in
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

Continued
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17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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