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Monday

Psalm 7 9 Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end,
In You Do | Take Refuge and may you establish the righteous—
A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the Lord concerning the You who test the minds and hearts,
words of Cush, a Benjaminite. O righteous God!
7 O Lord my God, in you do | take refuge; 10 My shield is with God,
save me from all my pursuers and deliver me, who saves the upright in heart.
2 lest like a lion they tear my soul apart, 11 God is a righteous judge,
rending it in pieces, with none to deliver. and a God who feels indignation every day.
3 0 Lord my God, if | have done this, 12 If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword;
if there is wrong in my hands, he has bent and readied his bow;
4 if | have repaid my friend with evil 13 he has prepared for him his deadly weapons,
or plundered my enemy without cause, making his arrows fiery shafts.
5 let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it, 14 Behold, the wicked man conceives evil
and let him trample my life to the ground and is pregnant with mischief
and lay my glory in the dust. Selah and gives birth to lies.
6 Arise, O Lord, in your anger; 15 He makes a pit, digging it out,
lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies; and falls into the hole that he has made.
awake for me; you have appointed a judgment. 16 His mischief returns upon his own head,
7 Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered about you; and on his own skull his violence descends.
over it return on high. 17 I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness,
8 The Lord judges the peoples; and | will sing praise to the name of the Lord, the Most High.

judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness
and according to the integrity that is in me.

1 Kings 5:1-18

5 Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that they had anointed him king in place of his father, for
Hiram always loved David. 2 And Solomon sent word to Hiram, 3 “You know that David my father could not build a house for the
name of the Lord his God because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until the Lord put them under the soles
of his feet. 4 But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side. There is neither adversary nor misfortune. 5 And so | intend
to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord said to David my father, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne in
your place, shall build the house for my name.” 6 Now therefore command that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. And my servants
will join your servants, and | will pay you for your servants such wages as you set, for you know that there is no one among us who
knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.”

7 As soon as Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly and said, “Blessed be the Lord this day, who has given to David
a wise son to be over this great people.” 8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have heard the message that you have sent to me.
I am ready to do all you desire in the matter of cedar and cypress timber. 9 My servants shall bring it down to the sea from Lebanon,
and | will make it into rafts to go by sea to the place you direct. And | will have them broken up there, and you shall receive it. And
you shall meet my wishes by providing food for my household.” 10 So Hiram supplied Solomon with all the timber of cedar and
cypress that he desired, 11 while Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 cors of wheat as food for his household, and 20,000 cors of beaten
oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year. 12 And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him. And there was peace
between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty.

13 King Solomon drafted forced labor out of all Israel, and the draft numbered 30,000 men. 14 And he sent them to Lebanon,
10,000 a month in shifts. They would be a month in Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was in charge of the

draft. 15 Solomon also had 70,000 burden-bearers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hill country, 16 besides Solomon's 3,300 chief
officers who were over the work, who had charge of the people who carried on the work. 17 At the king's command they quarried
out great, costly stones in order to lay the foundation of the house with dressed stones. 18 So Solomon's builders and Hiram's build-
ers and the men of Gebal did the cutting and prepared the timber and the stone to build the house.
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2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17

23 But | call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that | refrained from coming again to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over
your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith.

2 For | made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you. 2 For if | cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one
whom | have pained? 3 And | wrote as | did, so that when | came | might not suffer pain from those who should have made me re-
joice, for | felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4 For | wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of
heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that | have for you.

Forgive the Sinner

5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of you. 6 For
such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be over-
whelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So | beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why | wrote, that | might test you and

know whether you are obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, | also forgive. Indeed, what | have forgiven, if | have
forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not
ignorant of his designs.

Triumph in Christ

12 When | came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, 13 my spirit was not at
rest because | did not find my brother Titus there. So | took leave of them and went on to Macedonia.

14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the
knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who
are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these

things? 17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God
we speak in Christ.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Fourth

What does such baptizing with water indicate?

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and
that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.



Tuesday

Psalm 8 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
How Majestic Is Your Name and crowned him with glory and honor.
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
8 O Lord, our Lord, you have put all things under his feet,
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 7 all sheep and oxen,
You have set your glory above the heavens. and also the beasts of the field,
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
you have established strength because of your foes, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
to still the enemy and the avenger. 90 Lord, our Lord,
3 When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4 what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?

1 Kings 7:51-8:21

51 Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the Lord was finished. And Solomon brought in the things that David his
father had dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the vessels, and stored them in the treasuries of the house of the Lord.

The Ark Brought into the Temple

8 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the fathers' houses of the people of
Israel, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. 2 And
all the men of Israel assembled to King Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 3 And all the elders
of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. 4 And they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tent of meeting, and all the holy
vessels that were in the tent; the priests and the Levites brought them up. 5 And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel,
who had assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or
numbered. 6 Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the
Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that
the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. 8 And the poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the Holy
Place before the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day. 9 There was nothing in the
ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses put there at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the people of Israel, when
they came out of the land of Egypt. 10 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 11 so
that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.

Solomon Blesses the Lord

12 Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. 13 | have indeed built you an exalted house, a place
for you to dwell in forever.” 14 Then the king turned around and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel
stood. 15 And he said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to
David my father, saying, 16 ‘Since the day that | brought my people Israel out of Egypt, | chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel in
which to build a house, that my name might be there. But | chose David to be over my people Israel.” 17 Now it was in the heart of
David my father to build a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 18 But the Lord said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was
in your heart to build a house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart. 19 Nevertheless, you shall not build the house, but
your son who shall be born to you shall build the house for my name.” 20 Now the Lord has fulfilled his promise that he made. For |
have risen in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and | have built the house for the
name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 21 And there | have provided a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the Lord that he
made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.”
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2 Corinthians 3:1-18

Ministers of the New Covenant

3 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You
yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show that you are a
letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets

of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as
coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but
of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face
because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if there was
glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10 Indeed, in this case, what once had
glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to an end came with
glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.

12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not
gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a
veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

Confession - What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor
as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.



Wednesday

Psalm 9
| Will Recount Your Wonderful Deeds
To the choirmaster: according to Muth-labben. A Psalm of
David.
9 | will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart;
| will recount all of your wonderful deeds.
2 | will be glad and exult in you;
| will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
3 When my enemies turn back,
they stumble and perish before your presence.
4 For you have maintained my just cause;
you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment.
5 You have rebuked the nations; you have made the wicked
perish;
you have blotted out their name forever and ever.
6 The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins;
their cities you rooted out;
the very memory of them has perished.
7 But the Lord sits enthroned forever;
he has established his throne for justice,
8 and he judges the world with righteousness;
he judges the peoples with uprightness.
9 The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,
a stronghold in times of trouble.
10 And those who know your name put their trust in you,
for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.

1 Kings 8:22-63
Solomon's Prayer of Dedication

11 Sing praises to the Lord, who sits enthroned in Zion!
Tell among the peoples his deeds!
12 For he who avenges blood is mindful of them;
he does not forget the cry of the afflicted.
13 Be gracious to me, O Lord!
See my affliction from those who hate me,
O you who lift me up from the gates of death,
14 that | may recount all your praises,
that in the gates of the daughter of Zion
I may rejoice in your salvation.
15 The nations have sunk in the pit that they made;
in the net that they hid, their own foot has been caught.
16 The Lord has made himself known; he has executed judgment;
the wicked are snared in the work of their own
hands. Higgaion. Selah
17 The wicked shall return to Sheol,
all the nations that forget God.
18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten,
and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever.
19 Arise, O Lord! Let not man prevail;
let the nations be judged before you!
20 Put them in fear, O Lord!
Let the nations know that they are but men! Selah

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward

heaven, 23 and said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing
steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart; 24 you have kept with your servant David my father what you
declared to him. You spoke with your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 25 Now therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for
your servant David my father what you have promised him, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only
your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.” 26 Now therefore, O God of Israel, let your
word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant David my father.

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that |
have built! 28 Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O Lord my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your
servant prays before you this day, 29 that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My
name shall be there,” that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 30 And listen to the plea of your servant
and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.

31 “If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath and comes and swears his oath before your altar in this house, 32 then
hear in heaven and act and judge your servants, condemning the guilty by bringing his conduct on his own head, and vindicating the
righteous by rewarding him according to his righteousness.

33 “When your people Israel are defeated before the enemy because they have sinned against you, and if they turn again to you and
acknowledge your name and pray and plead with you in this house, 34 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and
bring them again to the land that you gave to their fathers.

35 “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your
name and turn from their sin, when you afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel,

when you teach them the good way in which they should walk, and grant rain upon your land, which you have given to your people as an
inheritance.

37 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or caterpillar, if their enemy besieges them in the land at
their gates, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, 38 whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel,
each knowing the affliction of his own heart and stretching out his hands toward this house, 39 then hear in heaven your dwelling place and
forgive and act and render to each whose heart you know, according to all his ways (for you, you only, know the hearts of all the children of
mankind), 40 that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our fathers.

41 “Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far country for your name's sake 42 (for they shall hear of
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your great name and your mighty hand, and of your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this house, 43 hear in heaven your
dwelling place and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name
and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that this house that | have built is called by your name.

44 “If your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way you shall send them, and they pray to the Lord toward the city that
you have chosen and the house that | have built for your name, 45 then hear in heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause.
46 “If they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you are angry with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are
carried away captive to the land of the enemy, far off or near, 47 yet if they turn their heart in the land to which they have been carried
captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their captors, saying, ‘We have sinned and have acted perversely and wickedly,” 48 if
they repent with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray to you toward their
land, which you gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen, and the house that | have built for your name, 49 then hear in heaven
your dwelling place their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause 50 and forgive your people who have sinned against you, and all their
transgressions that they have committed against you, and grant them compassion in the sight of those who carried them captive, that they
may have compassion on them 51 (for they are your people, and your heritage, which you brought out of Egypt, from the midst of the iron
furnace). 52 Let your eyes be open to the plea of your servant and to the plea of your people Israel, giving ear to them whenever they call to
you. 53 For you separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be your heritage, as you declared through Moses your servant,
when you brought our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord God.”

Solomon's Benediction

54 Now as Solomon finished offering all this prayer and plea to the Lord, he arose from before the altar of the Lord, where he had knelt with
hands outstretched toward heaven. 55 And he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 56 “Blessed be

the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not one word has failed of all his good promise, which he
spoke by Moses his servant. 57 The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. May he not leave us or forsake us, 58 that he

may incline our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments, his statutes, and his rules, which he commanded our
fathers. 59 Let these words of mine, with which I have pleaded before the Lord, be near to the Lord our God day and night, and may he
maintain the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel, as each day requires, 60 that all the peoples of the earth may know

that the Lord is God; there is no other. 61 Let your heart therefore be wholly true to the Lord our God, walking in his statutes and keeping his
commandments, as at this day.”

Solomon's Sacrifices

62 Then the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the Lord. 63 Solomon offered as peace offerings to the Lord 22,000 oxen and
120,000 sheep. So the king and all the people of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord.

2 Corinthians 4:1-18

The Light of the Gospel

4 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways.
We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to
everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God. 5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus'

sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Treasure in Jars of Clay

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always
being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in
us, but life in you.

13 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so | spoke,” we also believe, and so we
also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15 For it
is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

Confession - What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we
should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.
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Psalm 10
Why Do You Hide Yourself?
10 Why, O Lord, do you stand far away?
Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?
2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor;
let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised.
3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul,

and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the Lord.

4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him;
all his thoughts are, “There is no God.”
5 His ways prosper at all times;
your judgments are on high, out of his sight;
as for all his foes, he puffs at them.
6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved;
throughout all generations | shall not meet adversity.”
7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression;
under his tongue are mischief and iniquity.
8 He sits in ambush in the villages;
in hiding places he murders the innocent.
His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless;

10 The helpless are crushed, sink down,
and fall by his might.
11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten,
he has hidden his face, he will never see it.”
12 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up your hand;
forget not the afflicted.
13 Why does the wicked renounce God
and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”?
14 But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation,
that you may take it into your hands;
to you the helpless commits himself;
you have been the helper of the fatherless.
15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer;
call his wickedness to account till you find none.
16 The Lord is king forever and ever;
the nations perish from his land.
17 O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted;
you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear
18 to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed,
so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.

9 he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket;
he lurks that he may seize the poor;
he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net.

1 Kings 9:1-10:13

The Lord Appears to Solomon

9 As soon as Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord and the king's house and all that Solomon desired to

build, 2 the Lord appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 And the Lord said to him, “I have heard your
prayer and your plea, which you have made before me. | have consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my name there
forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 4 And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father walked, with
integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that | have commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, 5 then | will
establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as | promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man on the throne of

Israel.” 6 But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my commandments and my statutes that | have set
before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, 7 then | will cut off Israel from the land that | have given them, and the house
that | have consecrated for my name | will cast out of my sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 8 And this
house will become a heap of ruins. Everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to
this land and to this house?’ 9 Then they will say, ‘Because they abandoned the Lord their God who brought their fathers out of the land of
Egypt and laid hold on other gods and worshiped them and served them. Therefore the Lord has brought all this disaster on them.””
Solomon's Other Acts

10 At the end of twenty years, in which Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the Lord and the king's house, 11 and Hiram king of
Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress timber and gold, as much as he desired, King Solomon gave to Hiram twenty cities in the
land of Galilee. 12 But when Hiram came from Tyre to see the cities that Solomon had given him, they did not please him. 13 Therefore he
said, “What kind of cities are these that you have given me, my brother?’ So they are called the land of Cabul to this day. 14 Hiram had sent
to the king 120 talents of gold.

15 And this is the account of the forced labor that King Solomon drafted to build the house of the Lord and his own house and the Millo and
the wall of Jerusalem and Hazor and Megiddo and Gezer 16 (Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and captured Gezer and burned it with fire,
and had killed the Canaanites who lived in the city, and had given it as dowry to his daughter, Solomon's wife; 17 so Solomon rebuilt Gezer)
and Lower Beth-horon 18 and Baalath and Tamar in the wilderness, in the land of Judah, 19 and all the store cities that Solomon had,

and the cities for his chariots, and the cities for his horsemen, and whatever Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all
the land of his dominion. 20 All the people who were left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, who
were not of the people of Israel— 21 their descendants who were left after them in the land, whom the people of Israel were unable to
devote to destruction—these Solomon drafted to be slaves, and so they are to this day. 22 But of the people of Israel Solomon made no
slaves. They were the soldiers, they were his officials, his commanders, his captains, his chariot commanders and his horsemen.

23 These were the chief officers who were over Solomon's work: 550 who had charge of the people who carried on the work.

24 But Pharaoh's daughter went up from the city of David to her own house that Solomon had built for her. Then he built the Millo.
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25 Three times a year Solomon used to offer up burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar that he built to the Lord, making offerings
with it before the Lord. So he finished the house.

26 King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. 27 And Hiram

sent with the fleet his servants, seamen who were familiar with the sea, together with the servants of Solomon. 28 And they went to Ophir
and brought from there gold, 420 talents, and they brought it to King Solomon.

The Queen of Sheba

10 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to test him with hard

questions. 2 She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. And when
she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. 3 And Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the
king that he could not explain to her. 4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had huilt, 5 the
food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he
offered at the house of the Lord, there was no more breath in her.

6 And she said to the king, “The report was true that | heard in my own land of your words and of your wisdom, 7 but | did not believe the
reports until | came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that |
heard. 8 Happy are your men! Happy are your servants, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! 9 Blessed be the Lord your
God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel! Because the Lord loved Israel forever, he has made you king, that you may
execute justice and righteousness.” 10 Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, and a very great quantity of spices and precious stones.
Never again came such an abundance of spices as these that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

11 Moreover, the fleet of Hiram, which brought gold from Ophir, brought from Ophir a very great amount of almug wood and precious
stones. 12 And the king made of the almug wood supports for the house of the Lord and for the king's house, also lyres and harps for the
singers. No such almug wood has come or been seen to this day.

13 And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, whatever she asked besides what was given her by the bounty of King
Solomon. So she turned and went back to her own land with her servants.

2 Corinthians 5:1-21

Our Heavenly Dwelling

5 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be
found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has
given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by
faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so
that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

The Ministry of Reconciliation

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and | hope it is known also to your
conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to
answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died
for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their
sake died and was raised.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we
regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.

Confession - Which are these?

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker?
Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your
words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?



Friday

Psalm 11 4 The Lord is in his holy temple;

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple the Lord's throne is in heaven;

To the choirmaster. Of David. his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.

11 In the Lord | take refuge; 5 The Lord tests the righteous,

how can you say to my soul, but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.
Flee like a bird to your mountain, 6 Let him rain coals on the wicked;

2 for behold, the wicked bend the bow; fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their
they have fitted their arrow to the string cup.
to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 7 For the Lord is righteous;

3 if the foundations are destroyed, he loves righteous deeds;
what can the righteous do? the upright shall behold his face.

1 Kings 11:1-26

Solomon Turns from the Lord

11 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian,
and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage
with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in

love. 3 He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart.4 For when Solomon was
old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was the heart of Da-
vid his father. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammo-
nites. 6 So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and did not wholly follow the Lord, as David his father had

done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammo-
nites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8 And so he did for all his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.
The Lord Raises Adversaries

9 And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to
him twice 10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he did not keep what

the Lord commanded. 11 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this has been your practice and you have not kept my cove-
nant and my statutes that | have commanded you, | will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. 12 Yet for
the sake of David your father | will not do it in your days, but | will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However, | will not tear
away all the kingdom, but | will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that | have
chosen.”

14 And the Lord raised up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite. He was of the royal house in Edom. 15 For when Da-
vid was in Edom, and Joab the commander of the army went up to bury the slain, he struck down every male in Edom 16 (for Joab
and all Israel remained there six months, until he had cut off every male in Edom). 17 But Hadad fled to Egypt, together with certain
Edomites of his father's servants, Hadad still being a little child. 18 They set out from Midian and came to Paran and took men with
them from Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house and assigned him an allowance of food and
gave him land. 19 And Hadad found great favor in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him in marriage the sister of his own wife,
the sister of Tahpenes the queen. 20 And the sister of Tahpenes bore him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's
house. And Genubath was in Pharaoh's house among the sons of Pharaoh. 21 But when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with
his fathers and that Joab the commander of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Let me depart, that | may go to my own
country.” 22 But Pharaoh said to him, “What have you lacked with me that you are now seeking to go to your own country?” And
he said to him, “Only let me depart.”

23 God also raised up as an adversary to him, Rezon the son of Eliada, who had fled from his master Hadadezer king of Zo-

bah. 24 And he gathered men about him and became leader of a marauding band, after the killing by David. And they went to Da-
mascus and lived there and made him king in Damascus. 25 He was an adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon, doing harm as
Hadad did. And he loathed Israel and reigned over Syria.

26 Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow, al-

so lifted up his hand against the king.



August 28

2 Corinthians 6:1-18
6 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says,
“In a favorable time | listened to you,

and in a day of salvation | have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be
found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy
Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the
left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.
11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide open. 12 You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your
own affections. 13 In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also.
The Temple of the Living God
14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has
light with darkness? 15 What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 16 What agree-
ment has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said,
“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,

and | will be their God,

and they shall be my people.
17 Therefore go out from their midst,

and be separate from them, says the Lord,
and touch no unclean thing;

then | will welcome you,
18 and | will be a father to you,

and you shall be sons and daughters to me,
says the Lord Almighty.”

Confession - What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners,
but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not repent.



Saturday

Psalm 12 5 “Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan,
The Faithful Have Vanished I will now arise,” says the Lord;
To the choirmaster: according to The Sheminith. A Psalm of “I'will place him in the safety for which he longs.”
David. 6 The words of the Lord are pure words,
12 Save, O Lord, for the godly one is gone; like silver refined in a furnace on the ground,
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of purified seven times.
man. 7 You, O Lord, will keep them;
2 Everyone utters lies to his neighbor; you will guard us from this generation forever.
with flattering lips and a double heart they speak. 8 On every side the wicked prowl,
3 May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, as vileness is exalted among the children of man.

the tongue that makes great boasts,
4 those who say, “With our tongue we will prevail,
our lips are with us; who is master over us?”

1 Kings 11:42-12:19

42 And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 43 And Solomon slept with his fathers and was
buried in the city of David his father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

Rehoboam's Folly

12 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king. 2 And as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat
heard of it (for he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 And they sent
and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to Rehoboam, 4 “Your father made our yoke heavy. Now
therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you.” 5 He said to them, “Go away for
three days, then come again to me.” So the people went away.

6 Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying,
“How do you advise me to answer this people?” 7 And they said to him, “If you will be a servant to this people today and serve
them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants forever.” 8 But he abandoned the
counsel that the old men gave him and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him. 9 And
he said to them, “What do you advise that we answer this people who have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your father put on
us’?” 10 And the young men who had grown up with him said to him, “Thus shall you speak to this people who said to you, ‘Your
father made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for us,” thus shall you say to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father's

thighs. 11 And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy yoke, | will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but |
will discipline you with scorpions.””

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, “Come to me again the third day.” 13 And the
king answered the people harshly, and forsaking the counsel that the old men had given him, 14 he spoke to them according to the
counsel of the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but | will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with
whips, but | will discipline you with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about
by the Lord that he might fulfill his word, which the Lord spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

The Kingdom Divided

16 And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, “What portion do we have in David?
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. To your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David.” So Israel went to their
tents. 17 But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. 18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram,
who was taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death with stones. And King Rehoboam hurried to mount his
chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.



August 29

2 Corinthians 7:1-16

7 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to com-
pletion in the fear of God.

Paul's Joy

2 Make room in your hearts for us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken advantage of no one.3 | do
not say this to condemn you, for | said before that you are in our hearts, to die together and to live together. 4 | am acting with great
boldness toward you; | have great pride in you; | am filled with comfort. In all our affliction, | am overflowing with joy.

5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear
within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the
comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that | rejoiced still
more. 8 For even if | made you grieve with my letter, | do not regret it—though | did regret it, for | see that that letter grieved you,
though only for a while. 9 As it is, | rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a
godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see
what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what
longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. 12 So although | wrote to
you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your
earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God. 13 Therefore we are comforted.

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you

all. 14 For whatever boasts | made to him about you, | was not put to shame. But just as everything we said to you was true, so also
our boasting before Titus has proved true. 15 And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers the obedience of you all,
how you received him with fear and trembling. 16 | rejoice, because | have complete confidence in you.

Confession - Where is this written?
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23).



Psalm 26
| Will Bless the Lord
Of David.
26 Vindicate me, O Lord,
for | have walked in my integrity,

and | have trusted in the Lord without wavering.

2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me;
test my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and | walk in your faithfulness.
4 | do not sit with men of falsehood,
nor do | consort with hypocrites.
5 I hate the assembly of evildoers,
and | will not sit with the wicked.

Jer. 15:15-21
15 O Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake | bear reproach.
16 Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.
17 | did not sit in the company of revelers,
nor did | rejoice;
| sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?
19 Therefore thus says the Lord:
“If you return, | will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,

you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,
but you shall not turn to them.

Sunday

6 | wash my hands in innocence
and go around your altar, O Lord,
7 proclaiming thanksgiving aloud,
and telling all your wondrous deeds.
8 O Lord, | love the habitation of your house
and the place where your glory dwells.
9 Do not sweep my soul away with sinners,
nor my life with bloodthirsty men,
10 in whose hands are evil devices,
and whose right hands are full of bribes.
11 But as for me, | shall walk in my integrity;
redeem me, and be gracious to me.
12 My foot stands on level ground;
in the great assembly | will bless the Lord.



August 30

20 And | will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
declares the Lord.
21 | will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

Matt. 16:21-28

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hin-
drance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow

me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, | say to you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament
Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.
10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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