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Monday

Psalm 1 that yields its fruit in its season,

Book One and its leaf does not wither.

The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked In all that he does, he prospers.

1 Blessed is the man 4 The wicked are not so,
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

nor stands in the way of sinners, 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 6 for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
and on his law he meditates day and night. but the way of the wicked will perish.

3 Heiis like a tree
planted by streams of water

2 Samuel 7:1-17

The Lord's Covenant with David

7 Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan
the prophet, “See now, | dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all
that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.”

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build
me a house to dwell in? 6 | have not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but |
have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where | have moved with all the people of Israel, did | speak a
word with any of the judges of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, | took you from the pas-
ture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And | have been with you wherever you went and
have cut off all your enemies from before you. And | will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the

earth. 10 And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be dis-
turbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that | appointed judges over my people
Israel. And | will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a

house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come
from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and | will establish the throne of his king-
dom forever. 14 | will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, | will discipline him with the rod of
men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as | took it from Saul, whom | put away
from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.”” 17 In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.
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1 Corinthians 9:24-10:22

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete
exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So | do not run aimlessly; | do
not box as one beating the air. 27 But | discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others | myself should

be disqualified.

Warning Against Idolatry

10 For | do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink.
For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not
pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

6 Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as some of them
were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were
destroyed by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to
them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let any-
one who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful,
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may
be able to endure it.

14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 | speak as to sensible people; judge for yourselves what | say. 16 The cup of blessing
that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of

Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Consider the people of
Israel: are not those who eat the sacrifices participants in the altar? 19 What do | imply then? That food offered to idols is anything,
or that an idol is anything? 20 No, | imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to God. | do not want you to be
participants with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the
Lord and the table of demons. 22 Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?

The Lord’s Prayer

The Sixth Petition

And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world,
and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are
attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.



Tuesday

Psalm 2

The Reign of the Lord's Anointed

2 Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying,

3 “Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.

5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,

6 “As for me, | have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”

2 Samuel 7:18-29
David's Prayer of Gratitude

7 1 will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
today | have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vesse
10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11 Serve the Lord with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
12 Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

1.7

18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am |, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought
me thus far? 19 And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God. You have spoken also of your servant's house for a great
while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord God! 20 And what more can David say to you? For you know your servant,
O Lord God! 21 Because of your promise, and according to your own heart, you have brought about all this greatness, to make your
servant know it. 22 Therefore you are great, O Lord God. For there is none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all
that we have heard with our ears. 23 And who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to be
his people, making himself a name and doing for them great and awesome things by driving out before your people, whom you
redeemed for yourself from Egypt, a nation and its gods? 24 And you established for yourself your people Israel to be your people
forever. And you, O Lord, became their God. 25 And now, O Lord God, confirm forever the word that you have spoken concerning
your servant and concerning his house, and do as you have spoken. 26 And your name will be magnified forever, saying, ‘The Lord of
hosts is God over Israel,” and the house of your servant David will be established before you. 27 For you, O Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel, have made this revelation to your servant, saying, ‘l will build you a house.” Therefore your servant has found courage to pray
this prayer to you. 28 And now, O Lord God, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your
servant. 29 Now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may continue forever before you. For you,
O Lord God, have spoken, and with your blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.”
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1 Corinthians 10:23-11:16

Do All to the Glory of God

23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things build up. 24 Let no one seek his own
good, but the good of his neighbor. 25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of
conscience. 26 For “the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof.” 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are
disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 28 But if someone says to
you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for the sake of
conscience— 29 | do not mean your conscience, but his. For why should my liberty be determined by someone else's

conscience? 30 If | partake with thankfulness, why am | denounced because of that for which | give thanks?

31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the
church of God, 33 just as | try to please everyone in everything | do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may
be saved.

11 Be imitators of me, as | am of Christ.

Head Coverings

2 Now | commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the traditions even as | delivered them to you. 3 But |
want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every
man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head, 5 but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head
uncovered dishonors her head, since it is the same as if her head were shaven. 6 For if a wife will not cover her head, then she should
cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought
not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man. 8 For man was not made from woman,
but woman from man. 9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. 10 That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of
authority on her head, because of the angels. 11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of

woman; 12 for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all things are from God. 13 Judge for yourselves:
is it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a
disgrace for him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 If anyone is inclined to
be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Seventh Petition

But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean? We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and
soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley
of sorrow to Himself in heaven.
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Psalm 3 5| lay down and slept;
Save Me, O My God | woke again, for the Lord sustained me.
A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son. 6 | will not be afraid of many thousands of people
3 0 Lord, how many are my foes! who have set themselves against me all around.
Many are rising against me; 7 Arise, O Lord!
2 many are saying of my soul, Save me, O my God!
“There is no salvation for him in God.” Selah For you strike all my enemies on the cheek;
3 But you, O Lord, are a shield about me, you break the teeth of the wicked.
my glory, and the lifter of my head. 8 Salvation belongs to the Lord;
4 | cried aloud to the Lord, your blessing be on your people! Selah

and he answered me from his holy hill. Selah

2 Samuel 11:1-27

David and Bathsheba

11 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they
ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's house, that he saw
from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said,
“Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So David sent messengers and took her, and she came
to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. 5 And the
woman conceived, and she sent and told David, “l am pregnant.”

6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked
how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your
house and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king's house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But Uriah
slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10 When they told David,
“Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your
house?” 11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
camping in the open field. Shall | then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives,
I will not do this thing.” 12 Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow | will send you back.” So Uriah
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 And David invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he made him
drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront
of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and die.” 16 And as Joab was besieging the city,
he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men. 17 And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab,
and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all the news
about the fighting. 19 And he instructed the messenger, “When you have finished telling all the news about the fighting to the

king, 20 then, if the king's anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that they
would shoot from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on him
from the wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is
dead also.”
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22 So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23 The messenger said to David, “The men
gained an advantage over us and came out against us in the field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the gate. 24 Then the
archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead

also.” 25 David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do not let this matter displease you, for the sword devours now
one and now another. Strengthen your attack against the city and overthrow it.” And encourage him.”

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her husband. 27 And when the mourning was
over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done
displeased the Lord.

1 Corinthians 11:17-34

The Lord's Supper

17 But in the following instructions | do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the

worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, | hear that there are divisions among you. And | believe it in
part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come
together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another
gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have
nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall | commend you in this? No, | will not.

23 For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took

bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of

me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he
comes.

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and
blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have
died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that
we may not be condemned along with the world.

33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another— 34 if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home—so that
when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things | will give directions when | come.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Conclusion

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.* Amen.

What does this mean? This means that | should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by
Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.”



Thursday

Psalm 4

Answer Me When | Call

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm of Da-
vid.

4 Answer me when | call, O God of my righteousness!

4 Be angry, and do not sin;

ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. Selah
5 Offer right sacrifices,

and put your trust in the Lord.
6 There are many who say, “Who will show us some good?

Lift up the light of your face upon us, O Lord!”
7 You have put more joy in my heart

than they have when their grain and wine abound.
8 In peace | will both lie down and sleep;

for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.

You have given me relief when | was in distress.
Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!
2 O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame?
How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? Selah
3 But know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself;
the Lord hears when I call to him.

2 Samuel 12:1-25

Nathan Rebukes David

12 And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the
other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had
bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and
lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of
his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man
who had come to him.” 5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the
man who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no
pity.”

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘l anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you
out of the hand of Saul. 8 And | gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your arms and gave you the house of
Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, | would add to you as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to
do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have
despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.” 11 Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, | will raise up evil against
you out of your own house. And | will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your
wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but | will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.”” 13 David said to
Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not

die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.” 15 Then
Nathan went to his house.

David's Child Dies

And the Lord afflicted the child that Uriah's wife bore to David, and he became sick. 16 David therefore sought God on behalf of the
child. And David fasted and went in and lay all night on the ground. 17 And the elders of his house stood beside him, to raise him
from the ground, but he would not, nor did he eat food with them. 18 On the seventh day the child died. And the servants of David
were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they said, “Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not
listen to us. How then can we say to him the child is dead? He may do himself some harm.” 19 But when David saw that his servants
were whispering together, David understood that the child was dead. And David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” They said,
“He is dead.” 20 Then David arose from the earth and washed and anointed himself and changed his clothes. And he went into the
house of the Lord and worshiped. He then went to his own house. And when he asked, they set food before him, and he
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ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this thing that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive;
but when the child died, you arose and ate food.” 22 He said, “While the child was still alive, | fasted and wept, for | said, “‘Who knows
whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?” 23 But now he is dead. Why should | fast? Can | bring him back
again? | shall go to him, but he will not return to me.”

Solomon's Birth

24 Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her, and she bore a son, and he called his

name Solomon. And the Lord loved him 25 and sent a message by Nathan the prophet. So he called his name Jedidiah, because of
the Lord.

1 Corinthians 12:1-13

Spiritual Gifts

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were
led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore | want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever
says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties
of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according
to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to

another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one
individually as he wills.

One Body with Many Members

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one
Spirit.

The Sacrament of Baptism

First

What is Baptism?

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 28:19)
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Psalm 5 8 Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness
Lead Me in Your Righteousness because of my enemies;
To the choirmaster: for the flutes. A Psalm of David. make your way straight before me.
5 Give ear to my words, O Lord; 9 For there is no truth in their mouth;
consider my groaning. their inmost self is destruction;
2 Give attention to the sound of my cry, their throat is an open grave;
my King and my God, they flatter with their tongue.
for to you do | pray. 10 Make them bear their guilt, O God;
3 0 Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; let them fall by their own counsels;
in the morning | prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out,
4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; for they have rebelled against you.
evil may not dwell with you. 11 But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;
5 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; let them ever sing for joy,
you hate all evildoers. and spread your protection over them,
6 You destroy those who speak lies; that those who love your name may exult in you.
the Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 12 For you bless the righteous, O Lord;
7 But |, through the abundance of your steadfast love, you cover him with favor as with a shield.

will enter your house.
| will bow down toward your holy temple
in the fear of you.

1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35

David in His Old Age

1 Now King David was old and advanced in years. And although they covered him with clothes, he could not get warm. 2 Therefore
his servants said to him, “Let a young woman be sought for my lord the king, and let her wait on the king and be in his service. Let
her lie in your arms, that my lord the king may be warm.” 3 So they sought for a beautiful young woman throughout all the territory
of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The young woman was very beautiful, and she was of
service to the king and attended to him, but the king knew her not.

15 So Bathsheba went to the king in his chamber (now the king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was attending to the
king). 16 Bathsheba bowed and paid homage to the king, and the king said, “What do you desire?” 17 She said to him, “My lord, you
swore to your servant by the Lord your God, saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne.” 18 And
now, behold, Adonijah is king, although you, my lord the king, do not know it. 19 He has sacrificed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep
in abundance, and has invited all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army, but Solomon your
servant he has not invited. 20 And now, my lord the king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, to tell them who shall sit on the throne of
my lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with his fathers, that | and my son Solo-
mon will be counted offenders.”

22 While she was still speaking with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. 23 And they told the king, “Here is Nathan the prophet.”
And when he came in before the king, he bowed before the king, with his face to the ground. 24 And Nathan said, “My lord the
king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne’? 25 For he has gone down this day and has sacri-
ficed oxen, fattened cattle, and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king's sons, the commanders of the army, and Abiathar
the priest. And behold, they are eating and drinking before him, and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!’ 26 But me, your servant, and
Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and your servant Solomon he has not invited. 27 Has this thing been brought
about by my lord the king and you have not told your servants who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?”
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Solomon Anointed King

28 Then King David answered, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So she came into the king's presence and stood before the king. 29 And the
king swore, saying, “As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my soul out of every adversity, 30 as | swore to you by the Lord, the God of
Israel, saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place,” even so will | do this day.” 31 Then
Bathsheba bowed with her face to the ground and paid homage to the king and said, “May my lord King David live forever!”

32 King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada.” So they came before the
king. 33 And the king said to them, “Take with you the servants of your lord and have Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and
bring him down to Gihon. 34 And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet there anoint him king over Israel. Then blow the trum-
pet and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ 35 You shall then come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne, for he shall be
king in my place. And | have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.”

1 Corinthians 12:14-31

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body,
each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one
body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the con-
trary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable
we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts
do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in
the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one mem-
ber is honored, all rejoice together.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, sec-

ond prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all
interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts.

And | will show you a still more excellent way.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Second

What benefits does Baptism give?

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and
promises of God declare.

Which are these words and promises of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned.” (Mark 16:16)
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Psalm 6 6 1 am weary with my moaning;
O Lord, Deliver My Life every night | flood my bed with tears;
To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments; according to The I drench my couch with my weeping.
Sheminith. A Psalm of David. 7 My eye wastes away because of grief;
6 O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, it grows weak because of all my foes.
nor discipline me in your wrath. 8 Depart from me, all you workers of evil,
2 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for | am languishing; for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping.
heal me, O Lord, for my bones are troubled. 9 The Lord has heard my plea;
3 My soul also is greatly troubled. the Lord accepts my prayer.
But you, O Lord—how long? 10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled;
4 Turn, O Lord, deliver my life; they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment.

save me for the sake of your steadfast love.
5 For in death there is no remembrance of you;
in Sheol who will give you praise?

1 Kings 2:1-27

David's Instructions to Solomon

2 When David's time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, saying, 2 “| am about to go the way of all the earth. Be
strong, and show yourself a man, 3 and keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his com-
mandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherev-
er you turn, 4 that the Lord may establish his word that he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons pay close attention to their
way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’

5 “Moreover, you also know what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, how he dealt with the two commanders of the armies of Isra-
el, Abner the son of Ner, and Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed, avenging in time of peace for blood that had been shed in
war, and putting the blood of war on the belt around his waist and on the sandals on his feet. 6 Act therefore according to your
wisdom, but do not let his gray head go down to Sheol in peace. 7 But deal loyally with the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let
them be among those who eat at your table, for with such loyalty they met me when | fled from Absalom your brother. 8 And there
is also with you Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a grievous curse on the day when |
went to Mahanaim. But when he came down to meet me at the Jordan, | swore to him by the Lord, saying, ‘I will not put you to
death with the sword.” 9 Now therefore do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man. You will know what you ought to do to
him, and you shall bring his gray head down with blood to Sheol.”

The Death of David

10 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 11 And the time that David reigned over Israel was forty
years. He reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of David his father,
and his kingdom was firmly established.

Solomon's Reign Established

13 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, “Do you come peacefully?” He said,
“Peacefully.” 14 Then he said, “I have something to say to you.” She said, “Speak.” 15 He said, “You know that the kingdom was
mine, and that all Israel fully expected me to reign. However, the kingdom has turned about and become my brother's, for it was his
from the Lord. 16 And now | have one request to make of you; do not refuse me.” She said to him, “Speak.” 17 And he said, “Please
ask King Solomon—he will not refuse you—to give me Abishag the Shunammite as my wife.” 18 Bathsheba said, “Very well; | will
speak for you to the king.”
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19 So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him on behalf of Adonijah. And the king rose to meet her and bowed down to her.
Then he sat on his throne and had a seat brought for the king's mother, and she sat on his right. 20 Then she said, “I have one small
request to make of you; do not refuse me.” And the king said to her, “Make your request, my mother, for | will not refuse

you.” 21 She said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as his wife.” 22 King Solomon answered his moth-
er, “And why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also, for he is my older brother, and on his
side are Abiathar the priest and Joab the son of Zeruiah.” 23 Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, saying, “God do so to me and
more also if this word does not cost Adonijah his life! 24 Now therefore as the Lord lives, who has established me and placed me on
the throne of David my father, and who has made me a house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today.” 25 So King
Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and he struck him down, and he died.

26 And to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go to Anathoth, to your estate, for you deserve death. But | will not at this time put you
to death, because you carried the ark of the Lord God before David my father, and because you shared in all my father's afflic-

tion.” 27 So Solomon expelled Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, thus fulfilling the word of the Lord that he had spoken concern-
ing the house of Eli in Shiloh.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

The Way of Love

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if | have prophetic
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am
nothing. 3 If | give away all | have, and if | deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, | gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable
or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we
know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When | was a child, | spoke like a
child, I thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dim-
ly, but then face to face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Third

How can water do such great things?

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of
God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a
life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,
so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus
3:5-8)
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Psalm 138
Give Thanks to the Lord
Of David.
138 | give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods | sing your praise;
2 | bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love
and your faithfulness,
for you have exalted above all things
your name and your word.
3 On the day | called, you answered me;
my strength of soul you increased.
4 All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord,
for they have heard the words of your mouth,

Isaiah 51:1-6
The Lord's Comfort for Zion
51 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the Lord:
look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when | called him,
that | might bless him and multiply him.
3 For the Lord comforts Zion;
he comforts all her waste places
and makes her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4 “Give attention to me, my people,
and give ear to me, my nation;
for a law will go out from me,
and | will set my justice for a light to the peoples.
5 My righteousness draws near,
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will judge the peoples;
the coastlands hope for me,
and for my arm they wait.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and they who dwell in it will die in like manner;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my righteousness will never be dismayed.

5 and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord,
for great is the glory of the Lord.

6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly,
but the haughty he knows from afar.

7 Though | walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve my life;

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and your right hand delivers me.

8 The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.
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Matt. 16:13—- 20

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man

is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to

them, “But who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And |
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 | will give you the
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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