FAMILY HOME
DEVOTIONS

August 3-9, 2026

\
oTa

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS

2012 Sullivan Trail, Easton, PA 18040
! (P) 610-253-1625 (E) faithicms@outlook.com
ket (V) faithlcms.com (F) facebook.com/faithlcmseaston




Monday

Psalm 140 7 O Lord, my Lord, the strength of my salvation,
Deliver Me, O Lord, from Evil Men you have covered my head in the day of battle.
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 8 Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the wicked,;
140 Deliver me, O Lord, from evil men; do not further their evil plot, or they will be exalted! Selah
preserve me from violent men, 9 As for the head of those who surround me,
2 who plan evil things in their heart let the mischief of their lips overwhelm them!
and stir up wars continually. 10 Let burning coals fall upon them!
3 They make their tongue sharp as a serpent's, Let them be cast into fire,
and under their lips is the venom of asps. Selah into miry pits, no more to rise!
4 Guard me, O Lord, from the hands of the wicked; 11 Let not the slanderer be established in the land;
preserve me from violent men, let evil hunt down the violent man speedily!
who have planned to trip up my feet. 12 I know that the Lord will maintain the cause of the afflicted,
5 The arrogant have hidden a trap for me, and will execute justice for the needy.
and with cords they have spread a net; 13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks to your name;
beside the way they have set snares for me. Selah the upright shall dwell in your presence.

6 | say to the Lord, You are my God;
give ear to the voice of my pleas for mercy, O Lord!

1 Samuel 17:48-18:9
48 When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philis-
tine. 49 And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank
into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground.
50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. There was no sword
in the hand of David. 51 Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him
and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled. 52 And the men of Israel and Judah
rose with a shout and pursued the Philistines as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron, so that the wounded Philistines fell on the way
from Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron. 53 And the people of Israel came back from chasing the Philistines, and they plundered
their camp. 54 And David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.
55 As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is this
youth?” And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, | do not know.” 56 And the king said, “Inquire whose son the boy is.” 57 And as
soon as David returned from the striking down of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the
Philistine in his hand. 58 And Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?” And David answered, “l am the son of your serv-
ant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”
David and Jonathan's Friendship
18 As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his
own soul. 2 And Saul took him that day and would not let him return to his father's house. 3 Then Jonathan made a covenant with
David, because he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, and
his armor, and even his sword and his bow and his belt. 5 And David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent him, so that
Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul's servants.
Saul's Jealousy of David
6 As they were coming home, when David returned from striking down the Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel,
singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with musical instruments. 7 And the women sang
to one another as they celebrated,
“Saul has struck down his thousands,

and David his ten thousands.”
8 And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they
have ascribed thousands, and what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 And Saul eyed David from that day on.
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Acts 27:9-26

9 Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous because even the Fast was already over, Paul advised

them, 10 saying, “Sirs, | perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our
lives.” 11 But the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12 And because the
harbor was not suitable to spend the winter in, the majority decided to put out to sea from there, on the chance that somehow they
could reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete, facing both southwest and northwest, and spend the winter there.

The Storm at Sea

13 Now when the south wind blew gently, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor and sailed along
Crete, close to the shore. 14 But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, struck down from the land. 15 And when the ship
was caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along. 16 Running under the lee of a small island called
Cauda, we managed with difficulty to secure the ship's boat. 17 After hoisting it up, they used supports to undergird the ship. Then,
fearing that they would run aground on the Syrtis, they lowered the gear, and thus they were driven along. 18 Since we were violent-
ly storm-tossed, they began the next day to jettison the cargo. 19 And on the third day they threw the ship's tackle overboard with
their own hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved
was at last abandoned.

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood up among them and said, “Men, you should have listened to me and
not have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury and loss. 22 Yet now | urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life
among you, but only of the ship. 23 For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom | belong and whom | wor-
ship, 24 and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with
you.” 25 So take heart, men, for | have faith in God that it will be exactly as | have been told. 26 But we must run aground on some
island.”

The Ninth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or get it in
a way which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.



Tuesday

Psalm 141 Yet my prayer is continually against their evil deeds.
Give Ear to My Voice 6 When their judges are thrown over the cliff,
A Psalm of David. then they shall hear my words, for they are pleasant.
141 O Lord, | call upon you; hasten to me! 7 As when one plows and breaks up the earth,
Give ear to my voice when | call to you! so shall our bones be scattered at the mouth of Sheol.
2 Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, 8 But my eyes are toward you, O God, my Lord;
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! in you | seek refuge; leave me not defenseless!
3 Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; 9 Keep me from the trap that they have laid for me
keep watch over the door of my lips! and from the snares of evildoers!
4 Do not let my heart incline to any evil, 10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets,
to busy myself with wicked deeds while | pass by safely.

in company with men who work iniquity,
and let me not eat of their delicacies!

5 Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness;
let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head;
let my head not refuse it.

1 Samuel 18:10-30

10 The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he raved within his house while David was playing the lyre, as he
did day by day. Saul had his spear in his hand. 11 And Saul hurled the spear, for he thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” But David
evaded him twice.

12 Saul was afraid of David because the Lord was with him but had departed from Saul. 13 So Saul removed him from his presence
and made him a commander of a thousand. And he went out and came in before the people. 14 And David had success in all his
undertakings, for the Lord was with him. 15 And when Saul saw that he had great success, he stood in fearful awe of him. 16 But all
Israel and Judah loved David, for he went out and came in before them.

David Marries Michal

17 Then Saul said to David, “Here is my elder daughter Merab. | will give her to you for a wife. Only be valiant for me and fight

the Lord's battles.” For Saul thought, “Let not my hand be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against him.” 18 And
David said to Saul, “Who am |, and who are my relatives, my father's clan in Israel, that | should be son-in-law to the king?” 19 But at
the time when Merab, Saul's daughter, should have been given to David, she was given to Adriel the Meholathite for a wife.

20 Now Saul's daughter Michal loved David. And they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 21 Saul thought, “Let me give her to him,
that she may be a snare for him and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” Therefore Saul said to David a second
time, “You shall now be my son-in-law.” 22 And Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to David in private and say, ‘Behold, the king
has delight in you, and all his servants love you. Now then become the king's son-in-law.”” 23 And Saul's servants spoke those words
in the ears of David. And David said, “Does it seem to you a little thing to become the king's son-in-law, since | am a poor man and
have no reputation?” 24 And the servants of Saul told him, “Thus and so did David speak.” 25 Then Saul said, “Thus shall you say to
David, ‘The king desires no bride-price except a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, that he may be avenged of the king's
enemies.”” Now Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 26 And when his servants told David these words, it
pleased David well to be the king's son-in-law. Before the time had expired, 27 David arose and went, along with his men, and killed
two hundred of the Philistines. And David brought their foreskins, which were given in full number to the king, that he might become
the king's son-in-law. And Saul gave him his daughter Michal for a wife. 28 But when Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with
David, and that Michal, Saul's daughter, loved him, 29 Saul was even more afraid of David. So Saul was David's enemy continually.
30 Then the commanders of the Philistines came out to battle, and as often as they came out David had more success than all the
servants of Saul, so that his name was highly esteemed.
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27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors suspected that
they were nearing land. 28 So they took a sounding and found twenty fathoms. A little farther on they took a sounding again and
found fifteen fathoms. 29 And fearing that we might run on the rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day
to come. 30 And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship's boat into the sea under pretense of
laying out anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be
saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship's boat and let it go.

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have continued in
suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 34 Therefore | urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not a
hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” 35 And when he had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the
presence of all he broke it and began to eat. 36 Then they all were encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37 (We were in all
276 persons in the ship.) 38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea.

The Shipwreck

39 Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on which they planned if possible to
run the ship ashore. 40 So they cast off the anchors and left them in the sea, at the same time loosening the ropes that tied the
rudders. Then hoisting the foresail to the wind they made for the beach. 41 But striking a reef, they ran the vessel aground. The bow
stuck and remained immovable, and the stern was being broken up by the surf. 42 The soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any
should swim away and escape. 43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those
who could swim to jump overboard first and make for the land, 44 and the rest on planks or on pieces of the ship. And so it was

that all were brought safely to land.

The Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that

belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, workers, or animals,
or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty.



Wednesday

Psalm 142 51 cry to you, O Lord;
You Are My Refuge | say, “You are my refuge,
A Maskil of David, when he was in the cave. A Prayer. my portion in the land of the living.”
142 With my voice | cry out to the Lord; 6 Attend to my cry,
with my voice | plead for mercy to the Lord. for | am brought very low!
2 | pour out my complaint before him; Deliver me from my persecutors,
I tell my trouble before him. for they are too strong for me!
3 When my spirit faints within me, 7 Bring me out of prison,
you know my way! that | may give thanks to your name!
In the path where | walk The righteous will surround me,
they have hidden a trap for me. for you will deal bountifully with me.

4 Look to the right and see:

there is none who takes notice of me;
no refuge remains to me;

no one cares for my soul.

1 Samuel 19:1-24

Saul Tries to Kill David

19 And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David. But Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted much in
David. 2 And Jonathan told David, “Saul my father seeks to kill you. Therefore be on your guard in the morning. Stay in a secret
place and hide yourself. 3 And | will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and | will speak to my father
about you. And if | learn anything | will tell you.” 4 And Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the
king sin against his servant David, because he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds have brought good to you. 5 For he
took his life in his hand and he struck down the Philistine, and the Lord worked a great salvation for all Israel. You saw it, and
rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood by killing David without cause?” 6 And Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan.
Saul swore, “As the Lord lives, he shall not be put to death.” 7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan reported to him all these
things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as before.

8 And there was war again. And David went out and fought with the Philistines and struck them with a great blow, so that they fled
before him. 9 Then a harmful spirit from the Lord came upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his spear in his hand. And David was
playing the lyre. 10 And Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he eluded Saul, so that he struck the spear into the
wall. And David fled and escaped that night.

11 Saul sent messengers to David's house to watch him, that he might kill him in the morning. But Michal, David's wife, told him, “If
you do not escape with your life tonight, tomorrow you will be killed.” 12 So Michal let David down through the window, and he
fled away and escaped. 13 Michal took an image and laid it on the bed and put a pillow of goats' hair at its head and covered it with
the clothes. 14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, “He is sick.” 15 Then Saul sent the messengers to see David,
saying, “Bring him up to me in the bed, that | may kill him.” 16 And when the messengers came in, behold, the image was in the
bed, with the pillow of goats' hair at its head. 17 Saul said to Michal, “Why have you deceived me thus and let my enemy go, so that
he has escaped?” And Michal answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go. Why should I kill you?"”

18 Now David fled and escaped, and he came to Samuel at Ramah and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel
went and lived at Naioth. 19 And it was told Saul, “Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.” 20 Then Saul sent messengers to take
David, and when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as head over them, the Spirit of God
came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 21 When it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they also
prophesied. And Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they also prophesied. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah and came
to the great well that is in Secu. And he asked, “Where are Samuel and David?” And one said, “Behold, they are at Naioth

in Ramah.” 23 And he went there to Naioth in Ramah. And the Spirit of God came upon him also, and as he went he prophesied
until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 24 And he too stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay naked all
that day and all that night. Thus it is said, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”
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Acts 28:1-15

Paul on Malta

28 After we were brought safely through, we then learned that the island was called Malta. 2 The native people showed us

unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had begun to rain and was cold. 3 When Paul had gathered a
bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand. 4 When the native people
saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though he has escaped from the
sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 He, however, shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They were
waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to

him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god.

7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, named Publius, who received us and
entertained us hospitably for three days. 8 It happened that the father of Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited
him and prayed, and putting his hands on him, healed him. 9 And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who
had diseases also came and were cured. 10 They also honored us greatly, and when we were about to sail, they put on board
whatever we needed.

Paul Arrives at Rome

11 After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island, a ship of Alexandria, with the twin godsas a

figurehead. 12 Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13 And from there we made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium.
And after one day a south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found brothers and were invited
to stay with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. 15 And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as the
Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage.

The Close of the Commandments

What does God say about all these commandments?

He says, “I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation
of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My commandments.”

(Ex. 20: 5-6)

What does this mean? God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do
anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.



Thursday

Psalm 143
My Soul Thirsts for You
A Psalm of David.
143 Hear my prayer, O Lord;
give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
2 Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
3 For the enemy has pursued my soul;
he has crushed my life to the ground;
he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead.

Hide not your face from me,
lest | be like those who go down to the pit.
8 Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,
forin you | trust.
Make me know the way | should go,
for to you I lift up my soul.
9 Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord!
| have fled to you for refuge.
10 Teach me to do your will,
for you are my God!
Let your good Spirit lead me

on level ground!
11 For your name's sake, O Lord, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
12 And in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies,
and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul,
for | am your servant.

4 Therefore my spirit faints within me;
my heart within me is appalled.
5 1 remember the days of old;
| meditate on all that you have done;
| ponder the work of your hands.
6 | stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Selah
7 Answer me quickly, O Lord!
My spirit fails!

1 Samuel 20:1-23

Jonathan Warns David

20 Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah and came and said before Jonathan, “What have | done? What is my guilt? And what is my
sin before your father, that he seeks my life?” 2 And he said to him, “Far from it! You shall not die. Behold, my father does nothing
either great or small without disclosing it to me. And why should my father hide this from me? It is not so.” 3 But David vowed
again, saying, “Your father knows well that | have found favor in your eyes, and he thinks, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be
grieved.’ But truly, as the Lord lives and as your soul lives, there is but a step between me and death.” 4 Then Jonathan said to
David, “Whatever you say, | will do for you.” 5 David said to Jonathan, “Behold, tomorrow is the new moon, and | should not fail to
sit at table with the king. But let me go, that | may hide myself in the field till the third day at evening. 6 If your father misses me at
all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked leave of me to run to Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the clan.” 7 If
he says, ‘Good! it will be well with your servant, but if he is angry, then know that harm is determined by him. 8 Therefore deal
kindly with your servant, for you have brought your servant into a covenant of the Lord with you. But if there is guilt in me, kill me
yourself, for why should you bring me to your father?” 9 And Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! If | knew that it was determined by
my father that harm should come to you, would | not tell you?” 10 Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me if your father
answers you roughly?” 11 And Jonathan said to David, “Come, let us go out into the field.” So they both went out into the field.

12 And Jonathan said to David, “The Lord, the God of Israel, be witness! When | have sounded out my father, about this time
tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if he is well disposed toward David, shall I not then send and disclose it to you? 13 But should it
please my father to do you harm, the Lord do so to Jonathan and more also if | do not disclose it to you and send you away, that you
may go in safety. May the Lord be with you, as he has been with my father. 14 If | am still alive, show me the steadfast love of

the Lord, that I may not die; 15 and do not cut off your steadfast love from my house forever, when the Lord cuts off every one of
the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” 16 And Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David,

saying, “May the Lord take vengeance on David's enemies.” 17 And Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him, for he
loved him as he loved his own soul.

18 Then Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow is the new moon, and you will be missed, because your seat will be empty. 19 On the
third day go down quickly to the place where you hid yourself when the matter was in hand, and remain beside the stone
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heap. 20 And | will shoot three arrows to the side of it, as though | shot at a mark. 21 And behold, | will send the boy, saying, ‘Go, find
the arrows.” If | say to the boy, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you, take them,” then you are to come, for, as the Lord lives, it is
safe for you and there is no danger. 22 But if | say to the youth, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond you,’ then go, for the Lord has sent you
away. 23 And as for the matter of which you and | have spoken, behold, the Lord is between you and me forever.”

Acts 28:16-31
16 And when we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him.
Paul in Rome
17 After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they had gathered, he said to them, “Brothers, though |
had done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet | was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of
the Romans. 18 When they had examined me, they wished to set me at liberty, because there was no reason for the death penalty in
my case. 19 But because the Jews objected, | was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though | had no charge to bring against my
nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, | have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is because of the hope of Israel that | am
wearing this chain.” 21 And they said to him, “We have received no letters from Judea about you, and none of the brothers coming
here has reported or spoken any evil about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what your views are, for with regard to this sect
we know that everywhere it is spoken against.”
23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he
expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from
the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among themselves, they
departed after Paul had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:
26 “‘Go to this people, and say,
“You will indeed hear but never understand,

and you will indeed see but never perceive.”
27 For this people's heart has grown dull,

and with their ears they can barely hear,

and their eyes they have closed;
lest they should see with their eyes

and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart

and turn, and | would heal them.
28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”
30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

The Creed - The First Article: Creation

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean? | believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all
my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house
and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all | have. He richly and daily provides me with all that | need to support this body
and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
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Psalm 144 9 I will sing a new song to you, O God;
My Rock and My Fortress upon a ten-stringed harp | will play to you,
Of David. 10 who gives victory to kings,
144 Blessed be the Lord, my rock, who rescues David his servant from the cruel sword.
who trains my hands for war, 11 Rescue me and deliver me
and my fingers for battle; from the hand of foreigners,
2 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, whose mouths speak lies
my stronghold and my deliverer, and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.
my shield and he in whom | take refuge, 12 May our sons in their youth
who subdues peoples under me. be like plants full grown,
3 0 Lord, what is man that you regard him, our daughters like corner pillars
or the son of man that you think of him? cut for the structure of a palace;
4 Man is like a breath; 13 may our granaries be full,
his days are like a passing shadow. providing all kinds of produce;
5 Bow your heavens, O Lord, and come down! may our sheep bring forth thousands
Touch the mountains so that they smoke! and ten thousands in our fields;
6 Flash forth the lightning and scatter them; 14 may our cattle be heavy with young,
send out your arrows and rout them! suffering no mishap or failure in bearing;
7 Stretch out your hand from on high; may there be no cry of distress in our streets!
rescue me and deliver me from the many waters, 15 Blessed are the people to whom such blessings fall!
from the hand of foreigners, Blessed are the people whose God is the Lord!

8 whose mouths speak lies
and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

1 Samuel 20:24-42

24 So David hid himself in the field. And when the new moon came, the king sat down to eat food. 25 The king sat on his seat, as at
other times, on the seat by the wall. Jonathan sat opposite, and Abner sat by Saul's side, but David's place was empty.

26 Yet Saul did not say anything that day, for he thought, “Something has happened to him. He is not clean; surely he is not

clean.” 27 But on the second day, the day after the new moon, David's place was empty. And Saul said to Jonathan his son, “Why
has not the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today?” 28 Jonathan answered Saul, “David earnestly asked leave of
me to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, ‘Let me go, for our clan holds a sacrifice in the city, and my brother has commanded me to be
there. So now, if | have found favor in your eyes, let me get away and see my brothers.’ For this reason he has not come to the
king's table.”

30 Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You son of a perverse, rebellious woman, do I not know
that you have chosen the son of Jesse to your own shame, and to the shame of your mother's nakedness? 31 For as long as the son
of Jesse lives on the earth, neither you nor your kingdom shall be established. Therefore send and bring him to me, for he shall
surely die.” 32 Then Jonathan answered Saul his father, “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?” 33 But Saul hurled
his spear at him to strike him. So Jonathan knew that his father was determined to put David to death. 34 And Jonathan rose from
the table in fierce anger and ate no food the second day of the month, for he was grieved for David, because his father had dis-
graced him.

35 In the morning Jonathan went out into the field to the appointment with David, and with him a little boy. 36 And he said to his
boy, “Run and find the arrows that | shoot.” As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. 37 And when the boy came to the place
of the arrow that Jonathan had shot, Jonathan called after the boy and said, “Is not the arrow beyond you?” 38 And Jonathan called
after the boy, “Hurry! Be quick! Do not stay!” So Jonathan's boy gathered up the arrows and came to his master. 39 But the boy
knew nothing. Only Jonathan and David knew the matter. 40 And Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy and said to him, “Go and
carry them to the city.” 41 And as soon as the boy had gone, David rose from beside the stone heap and fell on his face to the
ground and bowed three times. And they kissed one another and wept with one another, David weeping the most. 42 Then Jona-
than said to David, “Go in peace, because we have sworn both of us in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord shall be between me
and you, and between my offspring and your offspring, forever.”” And he rose and departed, and Jonathan went into the city.
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Corinthians 1:1-25
Greeting
1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,
2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every
place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanksgiving
4| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were
enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are
not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Divisions in the Church
10 | appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but
that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there
is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What | mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I fol-
low Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 |
thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I
did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send
me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
Christ the Wisdom and Power of God
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is
written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we
preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

The Creed - The Second Article: Redemption

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heav-
en and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean? | believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Vir-
gin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that |
may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He
is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.



Saturday

Psalm 145
Great Is the Lord
A Song of Praise. Of David.
145 | will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day | will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.
4 One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.
5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, | will meditate.
6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and | will declare your greatness.
7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your saints shall bless you!
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power,

1 Samuel 24:1-22
David Spares Saul's Life

12 to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
[The Lord is faithful in all his words
and kind in all his works.]
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open your hand;
you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways
and kind in all his works.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
19 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him;
he also hears their cry and saves them.
20 The Lord preserves all who love him,
but all the wicked he will destroy.
21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord,
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

24 When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, “Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.” 2 Then Saul
took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek David and his men in front of the Wildgoats' Rocks.3 And he
came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were
sitting in the innermost parts of the cave. 4 And the men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which the Lord said to you,

‘Behold, | will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to you.

m

Then David arose and stealthi-

ly cut off a corner of Saul's robe. 5 And afterward David's heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Saul's robe. 6 He said
to his men, “The Lord forbid that | should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to put out my hand against him, seeing he
is the Lord's anointed.” 7 So David persuaded his men with these words and did not permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up

and left the cave and went on his way.

8 Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, “My lord the king!” And when Saul looked behind him,
David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage. 9 And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men who
say, ‘Behold, David seeks your harm’? 10 Behold, this day your eyes have seen how the Lord gave you today into my hand in the
cave. And some told me to kill you, but | spared you. | said, ‘l will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the Lord's anoint-
ed.” 11 See, my father, see the corner of your robe in my hand. For by the fact that | cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill
you, you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands. | have not sinned against you, though you hunt my life to
take it. 12 May the Lord judge between me and you, may the Lord avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be against

you. 13 As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes wickedness.” But my hand shall not be against you. 14 After
whom has the king of Israel come out? After whom do you pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! 15 May the Lord therefore be
judge and give sentence between me and you, and see to it and plead my cause and deliver me from your hand.”
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16 As soon as David had finished speaking these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” And Saul lifted up his
voice and wept. 17 He said to David, “You are more righteous than |, for you have repaid me good, whereas | have repaid you

evil. 18 And you have declared this day how you have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me when the Lord put me into your
hands. 19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he let him go away safe? So may the Lord reward you with good for what you have done
to me this day. 20 And now, behold, | know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established inyour
hand. 21 Swear to me therefore by the Lord that you will not cut off my offspring after me, and that you will not destroy my name out
of my father's house.” 22 And David swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold.

Corinthians 1:26-2:16
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to
us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”
Proclaiming Christ Crucified
2 And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For |
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of pow-
er, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
Wisdom from the Spirit
6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to
pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rul-
ers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written,
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who
knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except
the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the
things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spir-
itual truths to those who are spiritual.
14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them
because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who
has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

The Creed - The Third Article: Sanctification

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean? | believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the
Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He
calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In
this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.



Sunday

Psalm 18:1-16
The Lord Is My Rock and My Fortress
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, the servant of
the Lord, who addressed the words of this song to
the Lord on the day when the Lord delivered him from
the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.
He said:
18 | love you, O Lord, my strength.
2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge,
my shield, and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold.
3| call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,
and | am saved from my enemies.
4 The cords of death encompassed me;
the torrents of destruction assailed me;
5 the cords of Sheol entangled me;
the snares of death confronted me.
6 In my distress | called upon the Lord;
to my God | cried for help.
From his temple he heard my voice,
and my cry to him reached his ears.
7 Then the earth reeled and rocked;
the foundations also of the mountains trembled
and quaked, because he was angry.

Job 38:4-18

4 “Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.

5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?

6 On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone,

7 when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb,

9 when | made clouds its garment
and thick darkness its swaddling band,

10 and prescribed limits for it
and set bars and doors,

11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stayed’?

12 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began,
and caused the dawn to know its place,

13 that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
and the wicked be shaken out of it?

8 Smoke went up from his nostrils,
and devouring fire from his mouth;
glowing coals flamed forth from him.
9 He bowed the heavens and came down;
thick darkness was under his feet.
10 He rode on a cherub and flew;
he came swiftly on the wings of the wind.
11 He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him,
thick clouds dark with water.
12 Out of the brightness before him
hailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds.
13 The Lord also thundered in the heavens,
and the Most High uttered his voice,
hailstones and coals of fire.
14 And he sent out his arrows and scattered them;
he flashed forth lightnings and routed them.
15 Then the channels of the sea were seen,
and the foundations of the world were laid bare
at your rebuke, O Lord,
at the blast of the breath of your nostrils.
16 He sent from on high, he took me;
he drew me out of many waters.
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14 It is changed like clay under the seal,
and its features stand out like a garment.
15 From the wicked their light is withheld,
and their uplifted arm is broken.
16 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
or walked in the recesses of the deep?
17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.

Matt. 14:22-33

Jesus Walks on the Water

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but
the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch
of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said,
“It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is |. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of
the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried
out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you

are the Son of God.”

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament
Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood
for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Faith Lutheran Church




