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Monday 

1 Samuel 12:1-25 
Samuel's Farewell Address 
12 And Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have obeyed your voice in all that you have said to me and have made a king over 
you. 2 And now, behold, the king walks before you, and I am old and gray; and behold, my sons are with you. I have walked before 
you from my youth until this day. 3 Here I am; testify against me before the Lord and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? 
Or whose donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe to 
blind my eyes with it? Testify against me and I will restore it to you.” 4 They said, “You have not defrauded us or oppressed us or 
taken anything from any man's hand.” 5 And he said to them, “The Lord is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, 
that you have not found anything in my hand.” And they said, “He is witness.” 
6 And Samuel said to the people, “The Lord is witness, who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your fathers up out of the land 
of Egypt. 7 Now therefore stand still that I may plead with you before the Lord concerning all the righteous deeds of the Lord that 
he performed for you and for your fathers. 8 When Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your fathers 
cried out to the Lord and the Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this 
place. 9 But they forgot the Lord their God. And he sold them into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of Hazor, and into 
the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab. And they fought against them. 10 And they cried out to 
the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned, because we have forsaken the Lord and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But 
now deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve you.’ 11 And the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak and Jephthah 
and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived in safety. 12 And when you saw 
that Nahash the king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ when the Lord your 
God was your king. 13 And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you have asked; behold, the Lord has set a king 
over you. 14 If you will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, and if 
both you and the king who reigns over you will follow the Lord your God, it will be well. 15 But if you will not obey the voice of 
the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you and your king. 16 Now 
therefore stand still and see this great thing that the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon 
the Lord, that he may send thunder and rain. And you shall know and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the 
sight of the Lord, in asking for yourselves a king.” 18 So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that 
day, and all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 
19 And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die, for we have added to all 
our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.” 20 And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do 
not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside after empty things that can-
not profit or deliver, for they are empty. 22 For the Lord will not forsake his people, for his great name's sake, because it has 
pleased the Lord to make you a people for himself. 23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by 
ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the right way. 24 Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all 
your heart. For consider what great things he has done for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you 
and your king.” 
 

Psalm 134 
Come, Bless the Lord 
A Song of Ascents. 
134 Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 
    who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 
2 Lift up your hands to the holy place 
    and bless the Lord! 
3 May the Lord bless you from Zion, 
    he who made heaven and earth! 
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Acts 22:30-23:11 
Paul Before the Council 
30 But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was being accused by the Jews, he unbound him and commanded 
the chief priests and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul down and set him before them. 
23 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all good conscience up to this 
day.” 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God is 
going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me 
to be struck?” 4 Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God's high priest?” 5 And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he 
was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.’” 
6 Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a 
Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 7 And when he had 
said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that 
there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 Then a great clamor arose, and some of the 
scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and contended sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke 
to him?” 10 And when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the 
soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring him into the barracks. 
11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so 
you must testify also in Rome.” 
 
 

The Third Commandment 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly 
hear and learn it.  



Tuesday 

1 Samuel 13:1-18 
Saul Fights the Philistines 
13 Saul lived for one year and then became king, and when he had reigned for two years over Israel, 2 Saul chose three thousand 
men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan 
in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent home, every man to his tent. 3 Jonathan defeated the garrison of the 
Philistines that was at Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the 
Hebrews hear.” 4 And all Israel heard it said that Saul had defeated the garrison of the Philistines, and also that Israel had become a 
stench to the Philistines. And the people were called out to join Saul at Gilgal. 
5 And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen and troops like the sand on 
the seashore in multitude. They came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that 
they were in trouble (for the people were hard pressed), the people hid themselves in caves and in holes and in rocks and in tombs 
and in cisterns, 7 and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul was still at Gilgal, and all the 
people followed him trembling. 
Saul's Unlawful Sacrifice 
8 He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering from 
him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as 
he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, 
“What have you done?” And Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the 
days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at 
Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the Lord.’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to 
Saul, “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the Lord your God, with which he commanded you. For then 

Psalm 135 
Your Name, O Lord, Endures Forever 
135 Praise the Lord! 
Praise the name of the Lord, 
    give praise, O servants of the Lord, 
2 who stand in the house of the Lord, 
    in the courts of the house of our God! 
3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
    sing to his name, for it is pleasant! 
4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself, 
    Israel as his own possession. 
5 For I know that the Lord is great, 
    and that our Lord is above all gods. 
6 Whatever the Lord pleases, he does, 
    in heaven and on earth, 
    in the seas and all deeps. 
7 He it is who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth, 
    who makes lightnings for the rain 
    and brings forth the wind from his storehouses. 
8 He it was who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 
    both of man and of beast; 
9 who in your midst, O Egypt, 
    sent signs and wonders 
    against Pharaoh and all his servants; 
10 who struck down many nations 

    and killed mighty kings, 
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
    and Og, king of Bashan, 
    and all the kingdoms of Canaan, 
12 and gave their land as a heritage, 
    a heritage to his people Israel. 
13 Your name, O Lord, endures forever, 
    your renown, O Lord, throughout all ages. 
14 For the Lord will vindicate his people 
    and have compassion on his servants. 
15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 
    the work of human hands. 
16 They have mouths, but do not speak; 
    they have eyes, but do not see; 
17 they have ears, but do not hear, 
    nor is there any breath in their mouths. 
18 Those who make them become like them; 
    so do all who trust in them. 
19 O house of Israel, bless the Lord! 
    O house of Aaron, bless the Lord! 
20 O house of Levi, bless the Lord! 
    You who fear the Lord, bless the Lord! 
21 Blessed be the Lord from Zion, 
    he who dwells in Jerusalem! 
Praise the Lord! 
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the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought 
out a man after his own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what 
the Lord commanded you.” 15 And Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal. The rest of the people went up after Saul to meet the 
army; they went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin. 
And Saul numbered the people who were present with him, about six hundred men. 16 And Saul and Jonathan his son and the people 
who were present with them stayed in Geba of Benjamin, but the Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17 And raiders came out of the 
camp of the Philistines in three companies. One company turned toward Ophrah, to the land of Shual; 18 another company turned 
toward Beth-horon; and another company turned toward the border that looks down on the Valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness. 
 

Acts 23:12-35 
A Plot to Kill Paul 
12 When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13 There 
were more than forty who made this conspiracy. 14 They went to the chief priests and elders and said, “We have strictly bound 
ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we have killed Paul. 15 Now therefore you, along with the council, give notice to the tribune 
to bring him down to you, as though you were going to determine his case more exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he 
comes near.” 
16 Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, so he went and entered the barracks and told Paul. 17 Paul called one of the 
centurions and said, “Take this young man to the tribune, for he has something to tell him.” 18 So he took him and brought him to 
the tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner called me and asked me to bring this young man to you, as he has something to say to 
you.” 19 The tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?” 20 And he 
said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire somewhat 
more closely about him. 21 But do not be persuaded by them, for more than forty of their men are lying in ambush for him, who have 
bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him. And now they are ready, waiting for your 
consent.” 22 So the tribune dismissed the young man, charging him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of these things.” 
Paul Sent to Felix the Governor 
23 Then he called two of the centurions and said, “Get ready two hundred soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two hundred 
spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night. 24 Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely 
to Felix the governor.” 25 And he wrote a letter to this effect: 
26 “Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. 27 This man was seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by 
them when I came upon them with the soldiers and rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28 And desiring to 
know the charge for which they were accusing him, I brought him down to their council. 29 I found that he was being accused about 
questions of their law, but charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 30 And when it was disclosed to me that there 
would be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to state before you what they have against 
him.” 
31 So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by night to Antipatris. 32 And on the next day they 
returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go on with him. 33 When they had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the 
governor, they presented Paul also before him. 34 On reading the letter, he asked what province he was from. And when he 
learned that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.” And he commanded him to be 
guarded in Herod's praetorium. 
 
 

The Fourth Commandment 
Honor your father and your mother. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor 
them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them.  



Wednesday 

1 Samuel 14:47-15:9 
Saul Fights Israel's Enemies 
47 When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, against Moab, against the 
Ammonites, against Edom, against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. 48 And he 
did valiantly and struck the Amalekites and delivered Israel out of the hands of those who plundered them. 
49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchi-shua. And the names of his two daughters were these: the name of the 
firstborn was Merab, and the name of the younger Michal. 50 And the name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam the daughter of 
Ahimaaz. And the name of the commander of his army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul's uncle. 51 Kish was the father of Saul, and 
Ner the father of Abner was the son of Abiel. 
52 There was hard fighting against the Philistines all the days of Saul. And when Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant man, he 
attached him to himself. 
The Lord Rejects Saul 
15 And Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel; now therefore listen to the words of 
the Lord. 2 Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I have noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing them on the way when they came up 
out of Egypt. 3 Now go and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and 
woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’” 
4 So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand men on foot, and ten thousand men of 
Judah. 5 And Saul came to the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the valley. 6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart; go down 
from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the people of Israel when they came up 

Psalm 136 
His Steadfast Love Endures Forever 
136 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
4 to him who alone does great wonders, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
5 to him who by understanding made the heavens, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
6 to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
7 to him who made the great lights, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8 the sun to rule over the day, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9 the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
10 to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
11 and brought Israel out from among them, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
12 with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
13 to him who divided the Red Sea in two, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
14 and made Israel pass through the midst of it, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
16 to him who led his people through the wilderness, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
17 to him who struck down great kings, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
18 and killed mighty kings, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
20 and Og, king of Bashan, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
21 and gave their land as a heritage, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
22 a heritage to Israel his servant, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
23 It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
24 and rescued us from our foes, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
25 he who gives food to all flesh, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
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out of Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 7 And Saul defeated the Amalekites from Havilah as far as Shur, 
which is east of Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive and devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of 
the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened calves and the lambs, 
and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was despised and worthless they devoted to destruction. 
 

Acts 24:1-23 
Paul Before Felix at Caesarea 
24 And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the 
governor their case against Paul. 2 And when he had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: 
“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this 
nation, 3 in every way and everywhere we accept this with all gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to 
hear us briefly. 5 For we have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a 
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him. 8 By examining him yourself you 
will be able to find out from him about everything of which we accuse him.” 
9 The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things were so. 
10 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: 
“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense. 11 You can verify that it is not 
more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a 
crowd, either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to you what they now bring up against 
me. 14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing 
everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there 
will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. 16 So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and 
man. 17 Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings. 18 While I was doing this, they found 
me purified in the temple, without any crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— 19 they ought to be here before you and to make 
an accusation, should they have anything against me. 20 Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I 
stood before the council, 21 other than this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the 
resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.’” 
Paul Kept in Custody 
22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide 
your case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in custody but have some liberty, and that none of his 
friends should be prevented from attending to his needs. 
 
 

The Fifth Commandment 
You shall not murder. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support 
him in every physical need.  



Thursday 

1 Samuel 15:10-35 
10 The word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me and has 
not performed my commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the Lord all night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet 
Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and 
passed on and went down to Gilgal.” 13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be you to the Lord. I have 
performed the commandment of the Lord.” 14 And Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing 
of the oxen that I hear?” 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God, and the rest we have devoted to destruction.” 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! 
I will tell you what the Lord said to me this night.” And he said to him, “Speak.” 
17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you 
king over Israel. 18 And the Lord sent you on a mission and said, ‘Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight 
against them until they are consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you pounce on the spoil and 
do what was evil in the sight of the Lord?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the Lord. I have gone on the 
mission on which the Lord sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I have devoted the Amalekites to 
destruction. 21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to 
the Lord your God in Gilgal.” 22 And Samuel said, 
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
    as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
    and to listen than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination, 
    and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 
    he has also rejected you from being king.” 
24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the 
people and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may bow before 
the Lord.” 26 And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you. For you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has 
rejected you from being king over Israel.” 27 As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 28 And 
Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better 

Psalm 137 
How Shall We Sing the Lord's Song? 
137 By the waters of Babylon, 
    there we sat down and wept, 
    when we remembered Zion. 
2 On the willows there 
    we hung up our lyres. 
3 For there our captors 
    required of us songs, 
and our tormentors, mirth, saying, 
    “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
4 How shall we sing the Lord's song 
    in a foreign land? 
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
    let my right hand forget its skill! 

6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, 
    if I do not remember you, 
if I do not set Jerusalem 
    above my highest joy! 
7 Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites 
    the day of Jerusalem, 
how they said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, 
    down to its foundations!” 
8 O daughter of Babylon, doomed to be destroyed, 
    blessed shall he be who repays you 
    with what you have done to us! 
9 Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones 
    and dashes them against the rock! 
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than you. 29 And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.” 30 Then he said, 
“I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before 
the Lord your God.” 31 So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the Lord. 
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag said, “Surely the 
bitterness of death is past.” 33 And Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among 
women.” And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 
34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day 
of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel. 
 

Acts 24:24-25:12 
24 After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ 
Jesus. 25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away 
for the present. When I get an opportunity I will summon you.” 26 At the same time he hoped that money would be given him by 
Paul. So he sent for him often and conversed with him. 27 When two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. 
And desiring to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison. 
Paul Appeals to Caesar 
25 Now three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the chief priests and the 
principal men of the Jews laid out their case against Paul, and they urged him, 3 asking as a favor against Paul that he summon him to 
Jerusalem—because they were planning an ambush to kill him on the way. 4 Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea and 
that he himself intended to go there shortly. 5 “So,” said he, “let the men of authority among you go down with me, and if there is 
anything wrong about the man, let them bring charges against him.” 
6 After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the next day he took his seat on the 
tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7 When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, 
bringing many and serious charges against him that they could not prove. 8 Paul argued in his defense, “Neither against the law of 
the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I committed any offense.” 9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said 
to Paul, “Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these charges before me?” 10 But Paul said, “I am standing before 
Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. 11 If then I am a 
wrongdoer and have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their 
charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with his council, 
answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.” 
 
 

The Sixth Commandment 
You shall not commit adultery. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, and 
husband and wife love and honor each other.  



Friday 

1 Samuel 16:1-23 
David Anointed King 
16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn 
with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare 
to you.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and 
said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves, and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed is before him.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samu-
el. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not 
chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, 
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And he sent 
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is 
he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon Da-
vid from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 
David in Saul's Service 
14 Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the Lord tormented him. 15 And Saul's servants said to 
him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting you. 16 Let our lord now command your servants who are before you to 
seek out a man who is skillful in playing the lyre, and when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will play it, and you will be 
well.” 17 So Saul said to his servants, “Provide for me a man who can play well and bring him to me.” 18 One of the young men 
answered, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of war, prudent in 
speech, and a man of good presence, and the Lord is with him.” 19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me 
David your son, who is with the sheep.” 20 And Jesse took a donkey laden with bread and a skin of wine and a young goat and sent 
them by David his son to Saul. 21 And David came to Saul and entered his service. And Saul loved him greatly, and he became his 
armor-bearer. 22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor in my 
sight.” 23 And whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was 
refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him. 
 

Psalm 138 
Give Thanks to the Lord 
Of David. 
138 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
    before the gods I sing your praise; 
2 I bow down toward your holy temple 
    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness, 
    for you have exalted above all things 
    your name and your word. 
3 On the day I called, you answered me; 
    my strength of soul you increased. 
4 All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord, 
    for they have heard the words of your mouth, 

5 and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, 
    for great is the glory of the Lord. 
6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, 
    but the haughty he knows from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
    you preserve my life; 
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 
    and your right hand delivers me. 
8 The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; 
    your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. 
    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 
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Acts 25:13-27 
Paul Before Agrippa and Bernice 
13 Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived at Caesarea and greeted Festus. 14 And as they stayed 
there many days, Festus laid Paul's case before the king, saying, “There is a man left prisoner by Felix, 15 and when I was at Jerusa-
lem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews laid out their case against him, asking for a sentence of condemnation against 
him. 16 I answered them that it was not the custom of the Romans to give up anyone before the accused met the accusers face to 
face and had opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge laid against him. 17 So when they came together here, I made 
no delay, but on the next day took my seat on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought. 18 When the accusers stood up, they 
brought no charge in his case of such evils as I supposed. 19 Rather they had certain points of dispute with him about their own reli-
gion and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul asserted to be alive. 20 Being at a loss how to investigate these ques-
tions, I asked whether he wanted to go to Jerusalem and be tried there regarding them. 21 But when Paul had appealed to be kept in 
custody for the decision of the emperor, I ordered him to be held until I could send him to Caesar.” 22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I 
would like to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” said he, “you will hear him.” 
23 So on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered the audience hall with the military tribunes and 
the prominent men of the city. Then, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 And Festus said, “King Agrippa and all who 
are present with us, you see this man about whom the whole Jewish people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that 
he ought not to live any longer. 25 But I found that he had done nothing deserving death. And as he himself appealed to the emperor, 
I decided to go ahead and send him. 26 But I have nothing definite to write to my lord about him. Therefore I have brought him be-
fore you all, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that, after we have examined him, I may have something to write. 27 For it 
seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to indicate the charges against him.” 
 
 

The Seventh Commandment 
You shall not steal. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any 
dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.  



Saturday 

1 Samuel 17:1-19 
David and Goliath 
17 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle. And they were gathered at Socoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped 
between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2 And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered, and encamped in the Valley of 
Elah, and drew up in line of battle against the Philistines. 3 And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel 
stood on the mountain on the other side, with a valley between them. 4 And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a 
champion named Goliath of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was 
armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 And he had bronze armor on his legs, 
and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, and his spear's head 
weighed six hundred shekels of iron. And his shield-bearer went before him. 8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why 
have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and 
let him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and 
kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” 10 And the Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of Israel this day. Give me a man, 
that we may fight together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 
12 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, named Jesse, who had eight sons. In the days of Saul the man 
was already old and advanced in years. 13 The three oldest sons of Jesse had followed Saul to the battle. And the names of his three 
sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14 David was the young-
est. The three eldest followed Saul, 15 but David went back and forth from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Bethlehem. 16 For forty 

Psalm 139 
Search Me, O God, and Know My Heart 
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 
139 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is high; I cannot attain it. 
7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
    Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
    If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
    and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light about me be night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light with you. 
13 For you formed my inward parts; 
    you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; 
    my soul knows it very well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 
in your book were written, every one of them, 
    the days that were formed for me, 
    when as yet there was none of them. 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 
    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 
    I awake, and I am still with you. 
19 Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! 
    O men of blood, depart from me! 
20 They speak against you with malicious intent; 
    your enemies take your name in vain. 
21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? 
    And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
22 I hate them with complete hatred; 
    I count them my enemies. 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
    Try me and know my thoughts! 
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting! 
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days the Philistine came forward and took his stand, morning and evening. 
17 And Jesse said to David his son, “Take for your brothers an ephah of this parched grain, and these ten loaves, and carry them 
quickly to the camp to your brothers. 18 Also take these ten cheeses to the commander of their thousand. See if your brothers are 
well, and bring some token from them.” 
19 Now Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 
 

Acts 26:1-23 
Paul's Defense Before Agrippa 
26 So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense: 
2 “I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am going to make my defense today against all the accusations of 
the Jews, 3 especially because you are familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews. Therefore I beg you to listen to me 
patiently. 
4 “My manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning among my own nation and in Jerusalem, is known by all the 
Jews. 5 They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that according to the strictest party of our religion I have lived 
as a Pharisee. 6 And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers, 7 to which our twelve 
tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope I am accused by Jews, O king! 8 Why is it 
thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? 
9 “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And I did so in Jerusalem. I 
not only locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast 
my vote against them. 11 And I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury 
against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities. 
Paul Tells of His Conversion 
12 “In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 At midday, O king, I saw on 
the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those who journeyed with me. 14 And when we had all 
fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you 
to kick against the goads.’ 15 And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But rise 
and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which 
you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, 17 delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom 
I am sending you 18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 
19 “Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jeru-
salem and throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in 
keeping with their repentance. 21 For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22 To this day I have had the 
help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses 
said would come to pass: 23 that the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light 
both to our people and to the Gentiles.” 
 
 

The Eighth Commandment 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt 
his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.  



Sunday 

Isaiah 55:1–5  
The Compassion of the Lord 
55 “Come, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 

Psalm 136:1–26 
His Steadfast Love Endures Forever 
136 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
4 to him who alone does great wonders, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
5 to him who by understanding made the heavens, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
6 to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
7 to him who made the great lights, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
8 the sun to rule over the day, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
9 the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
10 to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
11 and brought Israel out from among them, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
12 with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
13 to him who divided the Red Sea in two, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 

14 and made Israel pass through the midst of it, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
16 to him who led his people through the wilderness, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
17 to him who struck down great kings, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
18 and killed mighty kings, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
20 and Og, king of Bashan, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
21 and gave their land as a heritage, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
22 a heritage to Israel his servant, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
23 It is he who remembered us in our low estate, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
24 and rescued us from our foes, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever; 
25 he who gives food to all flesh, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 



4 Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 
    and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
 
 

Matt. 14:13–21  
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed 
their sick. 15 Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send 
the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to 
me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven 
and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And they 
all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21 And those who ate were about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. 

August 2 

Christian Questions with Their Answers 
Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament 
Christians may ask themselves these questions: 
1. Do you believe that you are a sinner? 
Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 
2. How do you know this? 
From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 
3. Are you sorry for your sins? 
Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 
His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23. 
5. Do you hope to be saved? 
Yes, that is my hope. 
6. In whom then do you trust? 
In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 
7. Who is Christ? 
The Son of God, true God and man. 
8. How many Gods are there? 
Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him? 
He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 
10. Did the Father also die for you? 
He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His 
blood for me. 
11. How do you know this? 
From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament. 

Continued 



12. What are the words of institution? 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament? 
Yes, I believe it. 
14. What convinces you to believe this? 
The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood. 
15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge? 
We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me. 
16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death? 
First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do 
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in 
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved. 
17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins? 
His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5. 
18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament? 
That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor. 
19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently? 
First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, 
encouragement, and promise are given. 
20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament? 
To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he 
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in 
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15–16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. 
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, 
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2. 
Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and 
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the 
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.” 

Christian Questions with Their Answers continued 


