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Monday

Psalm 128 4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed

Blessed Is Everyone Who Fears the Lord who fears the Lord.

A Song of Ascents. 5 The Lord bless you from Zion!

128 Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
who walks in his ways! all the days of your life!

2 You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; 6 May you see your children's children!
you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you. Peace be upon Israel!

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
within your house;

your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.

1 Samuel 3:1-21

The Lord Calls Samuel

3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord in the presence of Eli. And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was
no frequent vision.

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3 The lamp of
God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was.

4 Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here | am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did
not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.

6 And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did
not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to
him.

8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say,

‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.”” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant

hears.” 11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, | am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who hears it
will tingle. 12 On that day | will fulfill against Eli all that | have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 And | declare
to him that | am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he
did not restrain them. 14 Therefore | swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or
offering forever.”

15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to

Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here | am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do
not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told
him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the Lord. Let him do what seems good to him.”

19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beershe-
ba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the Lord. 21 And the Lord appeared again at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed
himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord.

Acts 16:1-22

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas

16 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but
his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him,
and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a

Greek. 4 As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached
by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in num-
bers daily.
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6 And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia.7 And
when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, passing by
Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

The Conversion of Lydia

11 So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there

to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days. 13 And on
the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and
spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of
purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she
was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house
and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

Paul and Silas in Prison

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much
gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to
you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the
spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace
before the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing
our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking
them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods.

Christian Questions with Their Answers 1-9

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament
Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.



Tuesday

Psalm 129 he has cut the cords of the wicked.

They Have Afflicted Me from My Youth 5 May all who hate Zion

A Song of Ascents. be put to shame and turned backward!

129 “Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth” — 6 Let them be like the grass on the housetops,
let Israel now say— which withers before it grows up,

2 “Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth, 7 with which the reaper does not fill his hand
yet they have not prevailed against me. nor the binder of sheaves his arms,

3 The plowers plowed upon my back; 8 nor do those who pass by say,
they made long their furrows.” “The blessing of the Lord be upon you!

4 The Lord is righteous; We bless you in the name of the Lord!”

1 Samuel 4:1-22

The Philistines Capture the Ark

4 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.

Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped at Ebenezer, and the Philistines encamped at Aphek. 2 The
Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the Philistines, who killed about four
thousand men on the field of battle. 3 And when the people came to the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated
us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh, that it may come among us and
save us from the power of our enemies.” 4 So the people sent to Shiloh and brought from there the ark of the covenant of

the Lord of hosts, who is enthroned on the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the
covenant of God.

5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel gave a mighty shout, so that the earth

resounded. 6 And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shouting, they said, “What does this great shouting in the camp of the
Hebrews mean?” And when they learned that the ark of the Lord had come to the camp, 7 the Philistines were afraid, for they said,
“A god has come into the camp.” And they said, “Woe to us! For nothing like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who can
deliver us from the power of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with every sort of plague in the
wilderness. 9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines, lest you become slaves to the Hebrews as they have been to you; be men and
fight.”

10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every man to his home. And there was a very great slaughter, for
thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel fell. 11 And the ark of God was captured, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.
The Death of Eli

12 A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line and came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes torn and with dirt on his

head. 13 When he arrived, Eli was sitting on his seat by the road watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the
man came into the city and told the news, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the sound of the outcry, he said, “What is this
uproar?” Then the man hurried and came and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old and his eyes were set so that he could
not see. 16 And the man said to Eli, “l am he who has come from the battle; | fled from the battle today.” And he said, “How did it go,
my son?” 17 He who brought the news answered and said, “Israel has fled before the Philistines, and there has also been a great
defeat among the people. Your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been captured.” 18 As soon as
he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over backward from his seat by the side of the gate, and his neck was broken and he died, for
the man was old and heavy. He had judged Israel forty years.

19 Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to give birth. And when she heard the news that the ark of
God was captured, and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed and gave birth, for her pains came upon

her. 20 And about the time of her death the women attending her said to her, “Do not be afraid, for you have borne a son.” But she
did not answer or pay attention. 21 And she named the child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel!” because the ark
of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she said, “The glory has departed from

Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.”
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Acts 16:23-40

23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them

safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

The Philippian Jailer Converted

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were
opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and
Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he
took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 34 Then he
brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in
God.

35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the jailer reported these words to Paul,
saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have
beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and do they now throw us out
secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported these words to the magistrates, and they were
afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and asked
them to leave the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged
them and departed.

Christian Questions with Their Answers 10-15

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood
for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.



Wednesday

Psalm 130 5 | wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
My Soul Waits for the Lord and in his word | hope;
A Song of Ascents. 6 my soul waits for the Lord
130 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! more than watchmen for the morning,
2 O Lord, hear my voice! more than watchmen for the morning.
Let your ears be attentive 7 O Israel, hope in the Lord!

to the voice of my pleas for mercy! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, and with him is plentiful redemption.

O Lord, who could stand? 8 And he will redeem Israel
4 But with you there is forgiveness, from all his iniquities.

that you may be feared.

1 Samuel 5:1-6:16

The Philistines and the Ark

5 When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 Then the Philistines took the ark of God and
brought it into the house of Dagon and set it up beside Dagon. 3 And when the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, behold, Dagon had
fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the Lord. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4 But when they rose
early on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the Lord, and the head of Dagon and
both his hands were lying cut off on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. 5 This is why the priests of Dagon and all who
enter the house of Dagon do not tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

6 The hand of the Lord was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified and afflicted them with tumors, both Ashdod and its
territory. 7 And when the men of Ashdod saw how things were, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for his
hand is hard against us and against Dagon our god.” 8 So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines and said, “What
shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?” They answered, “Let the ark of the God of Israel be brought around to Gath.” So they brought
the ark of the God of Israel there. 9 But after they had brought it around, the hand of the Lord was against the city, causing a very great
panic, and he afflicted the men of the city, both young and old, so that tumors broke out on them. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron.
But as soon as the ark of God came to Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought around to us the ark of the God of Israel to
kill us and our people.” 11 They sent therefore and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines and said, “Send away the ark of the God
of Israel, and let it return to its own place, that it may not kill us and our people.” For there was a deathly panic throughout the whole

city. The hand of God was very heavy there. 12 The men who did not die were struck with tumors, and the cry of the city went up to heaven.
The Ark Returned to Israel

6 The ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines seven months. 2 And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said,
“What shall we do with the ark of the Lord? Tell us with what we shall send it to its place.” 3 They said, “If you send away the ark of the God
of Israel, do not send it empty, but by all means return him a guilt offering. Then you will be healed, and it will be known to you why his
hand does not turn away from you.” 4 And they said, “What is the guilt offering that we shall return to him?” They answered, “Five

golden tumors and five golden mice, according to the number of the lords of the Philistines, for the same plague was on all of you and on
your lords. 5 So you must make images of your tumors and images of your mice that ravage the land, and give glory to the God of Israel.
Perhaps he will lighten his hand from off you and your gods and your land. 6 Why should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians

and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? After he had dealt severely with them, did they not send the people away, and they departed? 7 Now
then, take and prepare a new cart and two milk cows on which there has never come a yoke, and yoke the cows to the cart, but take their
calves home, away from them. 8 And take the ark of the Lord and place it on the cart and put in a box at its side the figures of gold, which
you are returning to him as a guilt offering. Then send it off and let it go its way 9 and watch. If it goes up on the way to its own land, to Beth
-shemesh, then it is he who has done us this great harm, but if not, then we shall know that it is not his hand that struck us; it happened to
us by coincidence.”

10 The men did so, and took two milk cows and yoked them to the cart and shut up their calves at home. 11 And they put the ark of

the Lord on the cart and the box with the golden mice and the images of their tumors. 12 And the cows went straight in the direction

of Beth-shemesh along one highway, lowing as they went. They turned neither to the right nor to the left, and the lords of the Philistines
went after them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh. 13 Now the people of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley.
And when they lifted up their eyes and saw the ark, they rejoiced to see it. 14 The cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh and
stopped there. A great stone was there. And they split up the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the Lord. 15 And
the Levites took down the ark of the Lord and the box that was beside it, in which were the golden figures, and set them upon the great
stone. And the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices on that day to the Lord. 16 And when the five lords of
the Philistines saw it, they returned that day to Ekron.
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Acts 18:1-28

Paul in Corinth

18 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3 and because he was of the same
trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to
persuade Jews and Greeks.

5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And
when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! | am innocent. From
now on | will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was
next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the
Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking
and do not be silent, 10 for | am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for | have many in this city who are my people.” 11 And he
stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man
is persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a
matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, | would have reason to accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of questions about
words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. | refuse to be a judge of these things.” 16 And he drove them from the

tribunal. 17 And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any
of this.

Paul Returns to Antioch

18 After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila.

At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow. 19 And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there, but he himself went into the
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined. 21 But on taking leave of them he
said, “I will return to you if God wills,” and he set sail from Ephesus.

22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch. 23 After spending some time there,
he departed and went from one place to the next through the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.

Apollos Speaks Boldly in Ephesus

24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25 He had been
instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew
only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and
explained to him the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the
disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in
public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

Christian Questions with Their Answers 16-20

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that.
Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone,
and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, encouragement,
and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should
believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and
remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.

Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or
without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and devout Dr.
Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six:
“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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Psalm 131 2 But | have calmed and quieted my soul,
| Have Calmed and Quieted My Soul like a weaned child with its mother;
A Song of Ascents. Of David. like a weaned child is my soul within me.
131 O Lord, my heart is not lifted up; 3 O Israel, hope in the Lord
my eyes are not raised too high; from this time forth and forevermore.

| do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.

1 Samuel 8:1-22

Israel Demands a King

8 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his
second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes
and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your
sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when
they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people
in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 According to all
the deeds that they have done, from the day | brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods,
so they are also doing to you. 9 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king
who shall reign over them.”

Samuel's Warning Against Kings

10 So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking for a king from him. 11 He said, “These will be the ways
of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run
before his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his
ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your
daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give
them to his servants. 15 He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his

servants. 16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them
to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your
king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”

The Lord Grants Israel's Request

19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be
like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all
the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and make
them a king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”
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Acts 21:15-36

15 After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 And some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us, bringing us to
the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge.

Paul Visits James

17 When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 18 On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and

all the elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through
his ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are
among the Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the law, 21 and they have been told about you that you teach
all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or walk according to our
customs. 22 What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do therefore what we tell you. We have four
men who are under a vow; 24 take these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they may shave
their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in
observance of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter with our judgment that they should
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual

immorality.” 26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself along with them and went into the temple, giving
notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering presented for each one of them.

Paul Arrested in the Temple

27 When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid
hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the
law and this place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29 For they had previously
seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the city
was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were

shut. 31 And as they were seeking to kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He at
once took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating
Paul. 33 Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. He inquired who he was and what
he had done. 34 Some in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn the facts because of the
uproar, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 35 And when he came to the steps, he was actually carried by the soldiers
because of the violence of the crowd, 36 for the mob of the people followed, crying out, “Away with him!”

The Ten Commandments
And God spoke all these words, saying, "l am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery.



Psalm 132

The Lord Has Chosen Zion

A Song of Ascents.

132 Remember, O Lord, in David's favor,
all the hardships he endured,

2 how he swore to the Lord
and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob,

Friday

11 The Lord swore to David a sure oath
from which he will not turn back:
“One of the sons of your body
| will set on your throne.
12 If your sons keep my covenant
and my testimonies that | shall teach them,
their sons also forever

shall sit on your throne.”
13 For the Lord has chosen Zion;

he has desired it for his dwelling place:
14 “This is my resting place forever;

here | will dwell, for | have desired it.
15 | will abundantly bless her provisions;

| will satisfy her poor with bread.

3 “l will not enter my house
or get into my bed,
4 | will not give sleep to my eyes
or slumber to my eyelids,
5 until I find a place for the Lord,
a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.”
6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah;
we found it in the fields of Jaar. 16 Her priests | will clothe with salvation,
7 “Let us go to his dwelling place; and her saints will shout for joy.
let us worship at his footstool!” 17 There | will make a horn to sprout for David;
| have prepared a lamp for my anointed.
18 His enemies | will clothe with shame,
but on him his crown will shine.”

8 Arise, O Lord, and go to your resting place,
you and the ark of your might.

9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness,
and let your saints shout for joy.

10 For the sake of your servant David,
do not turn away the face of your anointed one.

1 Samuel 8:1-2

Israel Demands a King

8 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his
second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes
and perverted justice.

4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your
sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when
they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people
in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 According to all
the deeds that they have done, from the day | brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods,
so they are also doing to you. 9 Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king
who shall reign over them.”

Samuel's Warning Against Kings

10 So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking for a king from him. 11 He said, “These will be the ways
of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run be-
fore his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his
ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daugh-
ters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to
his servants. 15 He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16 He will
take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He
will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you
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have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”

The Lord Grants Israel's Request

19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be
like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard all the
words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the Lord. 22 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and make them a
king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.”

Acts 21:15-36

15 After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 And some of the disciples from Caesarea went with us, bringing us to
the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge.

Paul Visits James

17 When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 18 On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and

all the elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through
his ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are
among the Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the law, 21 and they have been told about you that you teach
all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or walk according to our cus-
toms. 22 What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do therefore what we tell you. We have four
men who are under a vow; 24 take these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they may shave
their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in ob-
servance of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter with our judgment that they should abstain
from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.” 26 Then
Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself along with them and went into the temple, giving notice when the days of
purification would be fulfilled and the offering presented for each one of them.

Paul Arrested in the Temple

27 When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid
hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the
law and this place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29 For they had previously
seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the city
was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were

shut. 31 And as they were seeking to kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He at
once took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating
Paul. 33 Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. He inquired who he was and what
he had done. 34 Some in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn the facts because of the up-
roar, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 35 And when he came to the steps, he was actually carried by the soldiers be-
cause of the violence of the crowd, 36 for the mob of the people followed, crying out, “Away with him!”

The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.



Saturday

Psalm 133 on the beard of Aaron,
When Brothers Dwell in Unity running down on the collar of his robes!
A Song of Ascents. Of David. 3 It is like the dew of Hermon,
133 Behold, how good and pleasant it is which falls on the mountains of Zion!
when brothers dwell in unity! For there the Lord has commanded the blessing,
2 It is like the precious oil on the head, life forevermore.

running down on the beard,

1 Samuel 9:1-27

Saul Chosen to Be King

9 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite,
a man of wealth. 2 And he had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man among the people of
Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.

3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul's father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son, “Take one of the young men with you, and arise, go
and look for the donkeys.” 4 And he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed through the land of Shalishah, but they
did not find them. And they passed through the land of Shaalim, but they were not there. Then they passed through the land of
Benjamin, but did not find them.

5 When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him, “Come, let us go back, lest my father cease to
care about the donkeys and become anxious about us.” 6 But he said to him, “Behold, there is a man of God in this city, and he is a
man who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” 7 Then
Saul said to his servant, “But if we go, what can we bring the man? For the bread in our sacks is gone, and there is no present to
bring to the man of God. What do we have?” 8 The servant answered Saul again, “Here, | have with me a quarter of a shekel of
silver, and | will give it to the man of God to tell us our way.” 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said,
“Come, let us go to the seer,” for today's “prophet” was formerly called a seer.) 10 And Saul said to his servant, “Well said; come, let
us go.” So they went to the city where the man of God was.

11 As they went up the hill to the city, they met young women coming out to draw water and said to them, “Is the seer

here?” 12 They answered, “He is; behold, he is just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city, because the people have
a sacrifice today on the high place. 13 As soon as you enter the city you will find him, before he goes up to the high place to eat. For
the people will not eat till he comes, since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now go up, for you
will meet him immediately.” 14 So they went up to the city. As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel coming out toward
them on his way up to the high place.

15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed to Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow about this time | will send to you a man from
the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my people from the hand of the
Philistines. For | have seen my people, because their cry has come to me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is the
man of whom | spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my people.” 18 Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell me
where is the house of the seer?” 19 Samuel answered Saul, “l am the seer. Go up before me to the high place, for today you shall
eat with me, and in the morning | will let you go and will tell you all that is on your mind. 20 As for your donkeys that were lost
three days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been found. And for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for
you and for all your father's house?” 21 Saul answered, “Am | not a Benjaminite, from the least of the tribes of Israel? And is not my
clan the humblest of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to me in this way?”

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall and gave them a place at the head of those who had
been invited, who were about thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion | gave you, of which I said to you,
‘Put it aside.”” 24 So the cook took up the leg and what was on it and set them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was kept is
set before you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you might eat with the guests.”

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25 And when they came down from the high place into the city, a bed was spread for Saulon the
roof, and he lay down to sleep. 26 Then at the break of dawn Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that | may send you on your
way.” So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel went out into the street.

27 As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to pass on before us, and when he has
passed on, stop here yourself for a while, that | may make known to you the word of God.”
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Acts 21:37-22:16

Paul Speaks to the People

37 As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, “May | say something to you?” And he said, “Do you
know Greek? 38 Are you not the Egyptian, then, who recently stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand men of the Assassins

out into the wilderness?” 39 Paul replied, “l am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no obscure city. | beg you, permit me to
speak to the people.” 40 And when he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the steps, motioned with his hand to the people.
And when there was a great hush, he addressed them in the Hebrew language, saying:

22 “Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that | now make before you.”

2 And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew language, they became even more quiet. And he said:

3 “l'am aJew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of
the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day. 4 | persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to
prison both men and women, 5 as the high priest and the whole council of elders can bear me witness. From them | received letters
to the brothers, and | journeyed toward Damascus to take those also who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be
punished.

6 “As | was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. 7 And | fell to
the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ 8 And | answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he
said to me, ‘l am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.” 9 Now those who were with me saw the light but did not under-
stand the voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10 And | said, ‘What shall | do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into
Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.” 11 And since | could not see because of the brightness of
that light, | was led by the hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus.

12 “And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to me, and standing
by me said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.” And at that very hour | received my sight and saw him. 14 And he said, ‘The God
of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth; 15 for you will be a wit-
ness for him to everyone of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your
sins, calling on his name.’

The Second Commandment

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but
call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.



Sunday

Psalm 125 lest the righteous stretch out
The Lord Surrounds His People their hands to do wrong.
A Song of Ascents. 4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good,
125 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, and to those who are upright in their hearts!
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways
2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, the Lord will lead away with evildoers!
so the Lord surrounds his people, Peace be upon Israel!

from this time forth and forevermore.
3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest
on the land allotted to the righteous,

Deut. 7:6-9

6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession,
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that
the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves you and is keep-
ing the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house
of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,

Matt. 13:44-52

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field.

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.

The Parable of the Net

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was

full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

New and Old Treasures

51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.
18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.
19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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