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Monday

Psalm 113 6 who looks far down

Who Is like the Lord Our God? on the heavens and the earth?

113 Praise the Lord! 7 He raises the poor from the dust

Praise, O servants of the Lord, and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
praise the name of the Lord! 8 to make them sit with princes,

2 Blessed be the name of the Lord with the princes of his people.
from this time forth and forevermore! 9 He gives the barren woman a home,

3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, making her the joyous mother of children.
the name of the Lord is to be praised! Praise the Lord!

4 The Lord is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens!

5 Who is like the Lord our God,
who is seated on high,

Joshua 4:1-24

Twelve Memorial Stones from the Jordan

4 When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Take twelve men from the people, from each
tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place where
the priests' feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.”” 4 Then Josh-
ua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them,
“Pass on before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, ac-
cording to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sigh among you. When your children ask in time to
come, ‘What do those stones mean to you? 7 then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of
the covenant of the Lord. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the
people of Israel a memorial forever.”

8 And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the
number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the Lord told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where
they lodged and laid them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of
the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the
midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses
had commanded Joshua.

The people passed over in haste. 11 And when all the people had finished passing over, the ark of the Lord and the priests passed
over before the people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over armed before the
people of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 ready for war passed over before the Lord for battle, to the plains of
Jericho. 14 On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe
of Moses, all the days of his life.

15 And the Lord said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So
Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of

the Lord came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters of the
Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before.

19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped at Gilgal on the east border of
Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of
Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let your children
know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.” 23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you
passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the
earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”
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Acts 9:23-43

Saul Escapes from Damascus

23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates
day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering
him in a basket.

Saul in Jerusalem

26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe
that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen
the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among
them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were
seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. Andwalking in the fear of the Lord
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

The Healing of Aeneas

32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man
named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and
make your bed.” And immediately he rose. 35 And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.
Dorcas Restored to Life

36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of chari-
ty. 37 In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her inan upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter
rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and
showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down
and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And
he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became known
throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.

Baptism First
What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 28:19)



Tuesday

Psalm 114
Tremble at the Presence of the Lord
114 When Israel went out from Egypt,
the house of Jacob from a people of strange language,
2 Judah became his sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.
3 The sea looked and fled;
Jordan turned back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams,
the hills like lambs.
5 What ails you, O sea, that you flee?
O Jordan, that you turn back?
6 O mountains, that you skip like rams?
O hills, like lambs?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 who turns the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of water.

Joshua 5:1-6:5

The New Generation Circumcised

5 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by
the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had crossed over, their

hearts melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of Israel.

2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of Israel a second time.” 3 So Joshua made flint
knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. 4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males
of the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way after they had come out of

Egypt. 5 Though all the people who came out had been circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness
after they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6 For the people of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, until all
the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished, because they did not obey the voice of the Lord; the Lord swore to
them that he would not let them see the land that the Lord had sworn to their fathers to give to us, a land flowing with milk and
honey. 7 So it was their children, whom he raised up in their place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because
they had not been circumcised on the way.

8 When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they remained in their places in the camp until they were healed. 9 And
the Lord said to Joshua, “Today | have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to
this day.

First Passover in Canaan

10 While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening
on the plains of Jericho. 11 And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes
and parched grain. 12 And the manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. And there was no longer manna for
the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

The Commander of the Lord's Army

13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before him with his drawn sword
in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” 14 And he said, “No; but | am the
commander of the army of the Lord. Now | have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him,
“What does my lord say to his servant?” 15 And the commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your
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feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

The Fall of Jericho

6 Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, and none came in. 2 And the Lord said
to Joshua, “See, | have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all the
men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. 4 Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before
the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 And when they
make a long blast with the ram's horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout,
and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.”

Acts 10:1-17

Peter and Cornelius

10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared
God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day he
saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it,
Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa and
bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who
spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those who attended him, 8 and having
related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa.

Peter's Vision

9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to

pray. 10 And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the
heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all
kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By
no means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second

time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.
17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, behold, the men who were sent by
Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon's house, stood at the gate

Baptism Second

What benefits does Baptism give?

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and
promises of God declare.

Which are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned.” (Mark 16:16)



Wednesday

Psalm 115 10 O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord!
To Your Name Give Glory He is their help and their shield.
115 Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, 11 You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord!
for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness! He is their help and their shield.
2 Why should the nations say, 12 The Lord has remembered us; he will bless us;
“Where is their God?” he will bless the house of Israel;
3 Our God is in the heavens; he will bless the house of Aaron;
he does all that he pleases. 13 he will bless those who fear the Lord,
4 Their idols are silver and gold, both the small and the great.
the work of human hands. 14 May the Lord give you increase,
5 They have mouths, but do not speak; you and your children!
eyes, but do not see. 15 May you be blessed by the Lord,
6 They have ears, but do not hear; who made heaven and earth!
noses, but do not smell. 16 The heavens are the Lord's heavens,
7 They have hands, but do not feel; but the earth he has given to the children of man.
feet, but do not walk; 17 The dead do not praise the Lord,
and they do not make a sound in their throat. nor do any who go down into silence.
8 Those who make them become like them; 18 But we will bless the Lord
so do all who trust in them. from this time forth and forevermore.
9 O Israel, trust in the Lord! Praise the Lord!

He is their help and their shield.

Joshua 6:6-27

6 So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant and let seven priests bear seven
trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord.” 7 And he said to the people, “Go forward. March around the city and let the
armed men pass on before the ark of the Lord.”

8 And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns before the Lord went
forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord following them. 9 The armed men were walking before the
priests who were blowing the trumpets, and the rear guard was walking after the ark, while the trumpets blew continually. 10 But
Joshua commanded the people, “You shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until
the day | tell you to shout. Then you shall shout.” 11 So he caused the ark of the Lord to circle the city, going about it once. And they
came into the camp and spent the night in the camp.

12 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13 And the seven priests bearing the seven
trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord walked on, and they blew the trumpets continually. And the armed men were
walking before them, and the rear guard was walking after the ark of the Lord, while the trumpets blew continually. 14 And the
second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they did for six days.

15 On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. It was
only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. 16 And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trum-
pets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city. 17 And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted
to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the messen-
gers whom we sent. 18 But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you
take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. 19 But all silver and
gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of the Lord.” 20 So the people shout-
ed, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the
wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. 21 Then

they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the
sword.
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22 But to the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, “Go into the prostitute's house and bring out from there the woman
and all who belong to her, as you swore to her.” 23 So the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab and her
father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. And they brought all her relatives and put them outside the camp of
Israel. 24 And they burned the city with fire, and everything in it. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron, they
put into the treasury of the house of the Lord. 25 But Rahab the prostitute and her father's household and all who belonged to her,
Joshua saved alive. And she has lived in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.
26 Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying, “Cursed before the Lord be the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho.
“At the cost of his firstborn

shall he lay its foundation,
and at the cost of his youngest son

shall he set up its gates.”
27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.

Acts 10:18-33

18 and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging there. 19 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the
Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation, for | have
sent them.” 21 And Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your com-

ing?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation,
was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he invited them in to be
his guests.

The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24 And on the following day
they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter entered,
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; | too am a man.” 27 And
as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it
is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that | should not call any person common or
unclean. 29 So when | was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you sent for me.”

30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, | was praying in my house at the ninth hour, and behold, a man stood before
me in bright clothing 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send
therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.” 33 So | sent for
you at once, and you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you have
been commanded by the Lord.”

Baptism Third

How can water do such great things?

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this word of
God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a
life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,
so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus
3:5-8)



Psalm 116
| Love the Lord
116 | love the Lord, because he has heard

Thursday

10 | believed, even when | spoke:
“I am greatly afflicted”;
11 I said in my alarm,

“All mankind are liars.”

12 What shall | render to the Lord
for all his benefits to me?

13 | will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord,

my voice and my pleas for mercy.
2 Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore | will call on him as long as | live.
3 The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish. 141 will pay my vows to the Lord
4 Then | called on the name of the Lord: in the presence of all his people.
“0 Lord, | pray, deliver my soul!” 15 Precious in the sight of the Lord
5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; is the death of his saints.
our God is merciful. 16 O Lord, | am your servant;
| am your servant, the son of your maidservant.
You have loosed my bonds.
17 1 will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. and call on the name of the Lord.
8 For you have delivered my soul from death, 18 1 will pay my vows to the Lord
my eyes from tears, in the presence of all his people,
my feet from stumbling; 19 in the courts of the house of the Lord,
9 | will walk before the Lord in your midst, O Jerusalem.
in the land of the living. Praise the Lord!

6 The Lord preserves the simple;
when | was brought low, he saved me.
7 Return, O my soul, to your rest;

Joshua 7:1-26

Israel Defeated at Ai

7 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the
tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the Lord burned against the people of Israel.

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And
the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about
two or three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So about three
thousand men went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of
their men and chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted
and became as water.

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord until the evening, he and the elders of
Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought this people over the Jordan at
all, to give us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord,
what can | say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! 9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will
hear of it and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And what will you do for your great name?”

The Sin of Achan

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant
that | commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own
belongings. 12 Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, be-
cause they have become devoted for destruction. | will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from among
you. 13 Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, God of Israel, “There
are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from
among you.” 14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought near by your tribes. And the tribe that the Lord takes by lot shall
come near by clans. And the clan that the Lord takes shall come near by households. And the household that the Lord takes shall
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come near man by man. 15 And he who is taken with the devoted things shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he
has transgressed the covenant of the Lord, and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.”

16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17 And he brought
near the clans of Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites man by man, and
Zabdi was taken. 18 And he brought near his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the
tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord God of Israel and give praise to him. And tell
me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 20 And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly | have sinned against the Lord God of
Israel, and this is what | did: 21 when | saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold
weighing 50 shekels, then | coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver under-
neath.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with the silver underneath. 23 And they
took them out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. And they laid them down before

the Lord. 24 And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his
sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of
Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with
stones. They burned them with fire and stoned them with stones. 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to
this day. Then the Lord turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.

Acts 10:34-48

Gentiles Hear the Good News

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism
that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him
to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of
the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of

sins through his name.”

The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles

44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the cir-
cumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For
they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.

Baptism Fourth

What does such baptizing with water indicate?

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and
that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.



Friday

Psalm 117
117 Praise the Lord, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
2 For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord!

Joshua 8:1-28

The Fall of Ai

8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, |
have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land. 2 And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to
Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its livestock you shall take as plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against the city, behind
it.”

3 So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And Joshua chose 30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them out by

night. 4 And he commanded them, “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against the city, behind it. Do not go very far from the city, but
all of you remain ready. 5 And I and all the people who are with me will approach the city. And when they come out against us just
as before, we shall flee before them. 6 And they will come out after us, until we have drawn them away from the city. For they will
say, ‘They are fleeing from us, just as before.” So we will flee before them. 7 Then you shall rise up from the ambush and seize the
city, for the Lord your God will give it into your hand. 8 And as soon as you have taken the city, you shall set the city on fire. You
shall do according to the word of the Lord. See, | have commanded you.” 9 So Joshua sent them out. And they went to the place of
ambush and lay between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent that night among the people.

10 Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to

Ai. 11 And all the fighting men who were with him went up and drew near before the city and encamped on the north side of Ai,
with a ravine between them and Ai. 12 He took about 5,000 men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the
city. 13 So they stationed the forces, the main encampment that was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Joshua
spent that night in the valley. 14 And as soon as the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people, the men of the city, hurried and went
out early to the appointed place toward the Arabah to meet Israel in battle. But he did not know that there was an ambush against
him behind the city. 15 And Joshua and all Israel pretended to be beaten before them and fled in the direction of the wilder-

ness. 16 So all the people who were in the city were called together to pursue them, and as they pursued Joshua they were drawn
away from the city. 17 Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. They left the city open and pursued Israel.
18 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai, for | will give it into your hand.” And Joshua
stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city. 19 And the men in the ambush rose quickly out of their place, and as
soon as he had stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the city and captured it. And they hurried to set the city on fire. 20 So
when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that,
for the people who fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. 21 And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush
had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, then they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. 22 And the
others came out from the city against them, so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel
struck them down, until there was left none that survived or escaped. 23 But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him near to
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24 When Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the open wilderness where they pursued them, and all of them to the
very last had fallen by the edge of the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck it down with the edge of the sword. 25 And all who
fell that day, both men and women, were 12,000, all the people of Ai. 26 But Joshua did not draw back his hand with which

he stretched out the javelin until he had devoted all the inhabitants of Ai to destruction. 27 Only the livestock and the spoil of that
city Israel took as their plunder, according to the word of the Lord that he commanded Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it
forever a heap of ruins, as it is to this day.

Acts 11:1-18

Peter Reports to the Church

11 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So
when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with
them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision, some-
thing like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, |
observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And | heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and

eat.’ 8 But | said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But the voice answered a sec-
ond time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up again
into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesa-

rea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
man's house. 13 And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called
Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.” 15 As | began to speak, the Holy
Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was | that | could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God,
saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

Confession: What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor
as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
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Psalm 118
His Steadfast Love Endures Forever
118 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
3 Let the house of Aaron say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
4 Let those who fear the Lord say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
5 Out of my distress | called on the Lord;
the Lord answered me and set me free.
6 The Lord is on my side; | will not fear.
What can man do to me?
7 The Lord is on my side as my helper;
I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in man.
9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes.
10 All nations surrounded me;
in the name of the Lord | cut them off!
11 They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side;
in the name of the Lord | cut them off!
12 They surrounded me like bees;
they went out like a fire among thorns;
in the name of the Lord | cut them off!
13 I was pushed hard, so that | was falling,
but the Lord helped me.
14 The Lord is my strength and my song;
he has become my salvation.
15 Glad songs of salvation
are in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly,

Joshua 10:1-25
The Sun Stands Still

16 the right hand of the Lord exalts,
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!”
17 I shall not die, but | shall live,
and recount the deeds of the Lord.
18 The Lord has disciplined me severely,
but he has not given me over to death.
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that | may enter through them
and give thanks to the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord;
the righteous shall enter through it.
21 | thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Save us, we pray, O Lord!
O Lord, we pray, give us success!
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God,
and he has made his light to shine upon us.
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,
up to the horns of the altar!
28 You are my God, and | will give thanks to you;
you are my God; | will extol you.
29 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

10 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted it to destruction, doing to Ai and
its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among
them, 2 he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its
men were warriors. 3 So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of
Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come up to me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace with
Joshua and with the people of Israel.” 5 Then the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered their forces and went up with all their armies and encamped against
Gibeon and made war against it.

6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, “Do not relax your hand from your servants. Come up to us
quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill country are gathered against us.” 7 So Joshua
went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor. 8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not
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fear them, for | have given them into your hands. Not a man of them shall stand before you.” 9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly,
having marched up all night from Gilgal. 10 And the Lord threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them with a great blow at
Gibeon and chased them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 And as they fled
before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of Beth-horon, the Lord threw down large stones from heaven on them as far as
Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones than the sons of Israel killed with the sword.
12 At that time Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord gave the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the
sight of Israel,
“Sun, stand still at Gibeon,

and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”
13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped,

until the nation took vengeance on their enemies.
Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a whole
day. 14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the Lord heeded the voice of a man, for the Lord fought for Israel.
15 So Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.
Five Amorite Kings Executed
16 These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah. 17 And it was told to Joshua, “The five kings have been found,
hidden in the cave at Makkedah.” 18 And Joshua said, “Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave and set men by it to guard
them, 19 but do not stay there yourselves. Pursue your enemies; attack their rear guard. Do not let them enter their cities, for
the Lord your God has given them into your hand.” 20 When Joshua and the sons of Israel had finished striking them with a great
blow until they were wiped out, and when the remnant that remained of them had entered into the fortified cities, 21 then all the
people returned safe to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah. Not a man moved his tongue against any of the people of Israel.
22 Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings out to me from the cave.” 23 And they did so, and
brought those five kings out to him from the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish,
and the king of Eglon. 24 And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua summoned all the men of Israel and said to the
chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, “Come near; put your feet on the necks of these kings.” Then they came near and
put their feet on their necks. 25 And Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid or dismayed; be strong and courageous. For thus
the Lord will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.”

Acts 8:26-40

The Church in Antioch

19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and
Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to
Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who
believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Anti-

och. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast
purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 So Barna-
bas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the
church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by
the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29 So the disciples deter-
mined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by
the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Confession: What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we
should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.
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Psalm 145:1-14

Great Is the Lord

A Song of Praise. Of David.

145 | will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.

2 Every day | will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, | will meditate.

6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and | will declare your greatness.

7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

Zech. 9:9-12
The Coming King of Zion
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10 | will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.
10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,
and all your saints shall bless you!
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom
and tell of your power,
12 to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
[The Lord is faithful in all his words
and kind in all his works.]
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,

| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

Matt. 11:25-30
Come to Me, and | Will Give You Rest

25 At that time Jesus declared, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and
understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my

burden is light.”
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.
19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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