FAMILY HOME
DEVOTIONS

June 8-14, 2026

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS

2012 Sullivan Trail, Easton, PA 18040
(P) 610-253-1625 (E) faithlcms@outlook.com
lDEUREEl (W) faithlems.com  (F} facebook.com/faithicmseaston




Monday

Psalm 96

Worship in the Splendor of Holinass

95 Oh sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earthl

2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
telf of his salvation from day to day.

3 Peclare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples|

4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be feared above all gods.

5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.

6 Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength)

Proverbs 5:1-23
Warning Agalnst Adubtery
5 My son, be attentive to my wisdom;
incline your ear to my understanding,
2 that you may keep discretion,
and your lips may guard knowiedge.
3 For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey,
and her speech Is smoother than oil,
4 but In the end she is bitter as wermwood,
sharp as a two-adged sword.
5 Her feet go down to death;
her steps follow the path to Sheal;
6 she does not ponder the path of life;
her ways wander, and she does not know it.
7 And now, O sons, listen to ime,
and do not depart from the words of my mouth.
8 Keep your way far from her,
and do not go near the door of her house,
9 fest you give your honor to others
and your years to the merciless,
10 lest strangers take their fill of your strength,
and your labors go to the house of a foreigner,
11 and at the end of your life you groan,
when your flash and body are consumed,
12 and you say, “How | hated discipline,
and my heart despised reprocf
13 1 did not listen to the voice of my teachers
or Incline my ear to my instructors,
14 1am at the brink of utter ruin
in the assembled congregation.”
15 Drink water from your own cistern,

8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come Into his courts|

9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
tremble before him, all the earthl

10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.”

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills It;

12 let the field exult, and everything in itl

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy

13 before the Lord, for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth,

He will judge the worid in righteousness,
and the peocples In his faithfulness.
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flowing water from your own well,

16 Should your springs be scattered abroad,
streams of water in the streats?

17 Let them be for yourself atone,
and not for strangers with you.

18 Let your fountain be hlessed,
anhd rejolce In the wife of your youth,

18 alovely deer, a graceful doe.

l.et her breasts fill you at all imes with delight;
be intoxicated always in her love,

20 Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman
and embrace the bosom of an adulteress?

21 For a man's ways are before the eyes of the Lord,
and he ponders all his paths.

22 The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him,
and he Is held fast in the cords of his sin.

23 He dies for lack of discipline,
anhd because of his great folly he is led astray.

John 12;20-36a

Some Greeks Seek Jesus

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were soma Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in
Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and toid Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified, 24 Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life
in this warld will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will my servant be also. If
anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up

27 "Now Is my sout troubled. And what shall | say? ‘Father, save me front this hour'? But for this purpose | have come to this

hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that
stood there and heard It sald that It had thundered. Others said, “An ange! has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, "This voice has
come for your sake, not mine. 31 Now Is the judgment of this world; now will the ruter of this world be cast out. 32 And |, when | am
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show by what lind of death he was going to die. 34 So the
crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35 So Jesus sald to them, “The light fs among you for a little while [onger. Walk while you have the
light, lest darkness overtake you. The cne who walks In the darkness does not know where he is going, 36 While you have the light,
believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”

The Unbelief of the People

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from tham,

6th Commandment and meaning
The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may lead a pure and decent life in words and deeds, and each fove and honor his
spouse.




Tuesday

Psalm 97
The Lord Relgns
97 The Lord reigns, let the earth rejolce;
let the many coastlands be glad]
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;

righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.

3 Fire goes before him
and burns up his adversaries all around.

4 His lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.

5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
before tha Lord of all the earth.

6 The heavens proclalm his righteousness,
and all the peoples see his glory.

7 All worshipers of images are put to shame,
who make their boast in worthless idols;

Proverhs 8:1-21
The Blessings of Wisdom
8 Does not wisdom call?
Does not understanding raise her voice?
2 On the helghts beside the way,
at the crossroads she takes her stand;
3 beside the gates in front of the town,
at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud:
4 “Toyou, O men, | cail,
and my cry is to the children of man.
5 O simple ones, learn prudence;
O fools, learn sense.
6 Hear, for 1 wiil speak noble things,
and from my lips will come what is right,
7 for my mouth will utter truth;
wickedness is an abomination to my lips.
8 All the words of my mouth are righteous;
there Is nothing twisted or crooked In them.
9 They are all straight te him who understands,
and right to those who find knowledge.
19 Take my Instruction instead of silver,
and knowledge rather than choice gold,
11 for wisdom Is batter than jewels,
and all that you may desire cannot compare with her.
12 “}, wisdom, dwell with prudence,
and | find knowledge and discretion.
13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil,
Pride and arrogance and the way of evil
and perverted speech | hate.
14 | have counsel and sound wisdom;
| have insight; [ have strength.

worship him, all you gods|
8 Zion hears and is glad,
and the daughters of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O Lord.
9 For you, D Lord, are most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.
10 O you who fove the Lord, hate evifl
He preserves the lives of his salnts;
he delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
11 Light is sown for the righteous,
and joy for the upright in heart,
12 Rejoice in the Lord, © you righteous,
and give thanks 1o his holy namel
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15 By me kings reign,
and rulers decree what is just;
16 by me princes rule,
and nobles, all who govern justly.
17 1love those who love me,
and those who seek me diligently find me,
18 Riches and honor are with me,
enduring wealth and righteousness,
19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold,
and my yield than choice silver.
20 F walk in the way of righteousness,
in the paths of justice,
21 granting an Inheritance to those who love me,
and filling their treasuries.

John 12:36h-50
36 While you have the light, believe In the light, that you may become sons of light.”
The Unbelief of the People
When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they
still did not belleve in him, 38 so that the word spoken by the prophet fsalah might be fuifilled:
"L ord, who has believed what he heard from us,

and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isalah said,
40 “He has blinded their eyes

and hardened their heart,
lest they see with their eyas,

and understand with their heart, and turn,

and 1 would heal them.”
41 Isalah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities helieved in him,
but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory
that comes from man mere than the glory that comes from God.
Jesus Came to Save the World
44 And Jesus cried cut and said, “Whoever believes in me, believes not in me but in him who sent me. 45 And whoever sees me sees
him who sent me. 46 1 have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 47 If any-
one hears my words and does not keep them, | do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world, 48 The
one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that | have spoken will judge him on the last day. 49 For |
have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to
speak, 50 And | know that his commandment is eternal life. What | say, therefore, | say as the Father has told me.”

7th Commandment and meaning
The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not take our neighbor’'s meney or property, nor get them with bad products or
deals, but help him to Improve and protect his property and business.




Wednesday

Psalm 98
Make a Joyful Nolise to the Lord
A Psalm,
98 Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2 The Lord has made known hls salvation;

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of ksrael,

All the ends of the earth have seen
tha salvation of our God.,

4 Make a joyfui nolse to the Lord, all the earth;

Proverbs 8:22-36
22 “The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of old.
23 Apes ago | was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24 When there were no depths | was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
25 Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, | was brought forth,
26 before he had made the earth with its fields,
or the first of the dust of the world.
27 When he established the heavens, | was there;
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28 when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
29 when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
30 then | was beside him, like a master workman,
and | was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
31 rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the children of man.
32 “And now, O sons, fisten to me:
blessed are those who keep my ways,
33 Hear Instruction and be wise,
and do not neglect it.
34 Blessed is the one who listens to me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting beside my doors.
35 For whoever finds me finds life
and obtains favor from the Lord,
36 but he who fails to find me injures himself;
all wha hate me love death.”

break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
5 Sing pralses to the Lord with the iyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melodyl
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful nolse before the King, the Lordi
7 Let the sea roar, and ail that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it}
8 Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
9 hefore the Lord, for he comes
to judge the earth.
He wili judge the worfd with rightecusness,
and the pecples with equity,
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John 13:1-20

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

13 Now before the Feast of the Passaver, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devll had already put it into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given ali things into his hands, and that he had come
from God and was geing back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his
waist, 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What | am doing you
o not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered
him, “if | do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head{” 10 Jesus said te him, “The one who has bathed does not nead to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean.

And you are clean, but not avery one of you.” 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are
clean.”

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he sald to them, “Do you understand what |
have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so L am. 14 If F then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For | have given you an example, that you also should do just as 1 have done
to you. 16 Truly, truly, | say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent

him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 | am not speaking of all of you; | know whom | have chosen.

But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.” 191 am telling you this now, before it takes
place, that when it does take place you may believe that | am he. 20 Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever recelves the ane | send re-
ceives me, and whoever recelves me receives the one who sent me.”

8th Commandment and meaning
The Eighth Commandment
You shall not bear false withess against your neighbor.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not deceitfully belie, betray, slander, or defame our neighbor, but defend him,
«think and> speak well of him, and put the best construction on everything.\




Thursday

Psalm 99 Holy is hel
The Lord Our God Is Holy 6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
99 The Lord reigns; iet the peoples trembiel Samuel also was among those who called upon his name.
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! They called to the tord, and he answered them.
2 The Lord is great in Zion; 7 In the piliar of the cloud he spoke to them;
he Is exalted over all the peoples. they kept his testimonies
3 Let them praise your great and awesome namel and the statute that he gave them.
Holy is hel : 8 C Lord owr God, you answered them;
4 The King in his might loves justice. you were a forgiving God to them,
You have established equity; but an avenger of their wrongdoings.
you have executed Justice 9 Exalt the tord our God,
and righteousness in Jacob, and worship at his holy mountain;
5 Exalt the Lord our God; far the Lord our God is holy!

worship at his footstooll

Proverbs 9:1-18
The Way of Wisdom
9 Wisdom has buiit her house;
she has hewn her seven pillars,
2 She has staughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine;
she has also set her table,
3 She has sent out her young women to call
from the highest places in the town,
4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here
To him who lacks sense she says,
5 “Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine | have mixed,
§ Leave your simple ways, and live,
ahd walk in the way of insight.”
7 Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse,
ahd he who reproves a wicked man incurs Injury,
8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you;
reprove a wise man, and he will love you,
9 Give Instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser;
teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning.
10 The fear of the Lord is the baginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.
11 For by me your days will be multiplied,
and years will be added to your life.
12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself;
1f you scoff, you alone will bear it.
The Way of Folly
13 The woman Folly is loud;
she ts seductive and knows nothing,
14 She sits at the door of her house;
she takes a seat on the highest places of the town,

In
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15 calling to those who pass by,
who are going straight on their way,
16 “Whoever Is simple, let him turn n herel”
And to him who lacks sense she says,
17 “Stolen water Is sweet,
and bread eaten In secret is pleasant.”
18 But he does not know that the dead are there,
that her guests are in the depths of Sheol,

John 13:21-38

Cne of You Will Betray Me

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled i his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, | say to you, one of you will betray

me.” 22 The discipies looked at one ancther, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at
table at Jesus' side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking, 25 So that disciple, leaning back
against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, "It is he to whom [ will give this marsel of bread when | have dipped
it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave It to Judas, the son of Simon iscarlot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan
entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickiy.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he said this to

him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he
should glve something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

A New Commandment

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God Is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, Ged
will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once, 33 Little children, yet a little while | am with you. You will seek me, and Just as |
said to the Jews, so now | also say to you, ‘Where | am going you cannot come.” 34 A new commandment | give to you, that you love
orte another: just as F have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where | am going you carnot follow me now, but you
will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? { witl lay down my life for you." 38 Jesus an-
swered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, | say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.

9th Commandment and meaning
The Ninth Cemmandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not craftily seek to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house, or cbtain it by a
show ¢of justice and: right, or any other means, but help and be of service to him In keeping it.




Friday

Psalm 100
His Steadfast Love Endures Forever
A Psalm for giving thanks,
100 Make a Joyful noise to the Lord, all the earthl
2 Serve the Lord with gladnessl
Come Into his presence with singingl
3 Know that the Lord, he Is God|
itis he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praisel
Give thanks to him; bless his name]
5 For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to ali generations,

Proverbs 10:1-23
The Proverbs of Selomon
10 The proverbs of Sclomon,
A wise son makes a glad father,
hut a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother,
2 Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit,
hut righteousness delivers from death.
3 The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry,
but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.
4 A stack hand causes poverty,
but the hand of the diligent makes rich.
5 He who gathers in summer is a prudent son,
but he who sleeps In harvest is a son who brings shame.
6 Blessings are on the head of the righteous,
but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence.
7 The memory of the righteous Is a blessing,
but the name of the wicked will rot.
8 The wise of heart will receive commandments,
but a babbling fool will come to ruin.
9 Whoever walks in integrity walks securely,
but he whao makes his ways crooked will be found out.
10 Whoever winks the eye causes trouble,
and a babbling fool will come to ruin.
11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life,
but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence,
12 Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all offenses.
13 On the lips of him who has understanding, wisdom is found,
but a rod is for the back of him who lacks sense.
14 The wise lay up knowledge,
but the mouth of a fool brings ruin near.
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15 A rich man's wealth is his strong city;
the poverty of the poor is their ruin,
16 The wage of the righteous leads to iife,
the gain of the wicked to sin.
17 Whoever heeds Instruction is on the path ta life,
but hie who rejects reproof leads others astray.
18 The one wha conceals hatred has lying lips,
and whoever utters slander is a fool.
19 When words are many, transgression is not lacking,
but whoever restrains his lips is prudent.
20 The tongue of the righteous is cheice silver;
the heart of the wicked is of little worth,
21 The lips of the righteous feed many,
but fools die for lack of sense,
22 The blassing of the Lord makes rich,
and he adds no sorrow with it
23 Delng wrong is like a joke to a fool,
but wisdom is pleasure to a man of understanding.

John 14:1-17

t Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life

14 "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a placs for you, | will come again and will take
you to myself, that where | am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where | am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “l am the way, and tha truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. 7 if you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it Is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long, and you
still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not be-
liave that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father
who dwells In me does his works. 11 Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else beliave on account of the
works themselves.

12 “Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes In me will also do the works that § do; and greater works than these will he do, because
I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask

me anything in my name, | will do it.

Jesus Promises the Hely Spirit

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 6 And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, 17 aven the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he
dwells with you and will be in you,

10th Commandment and meaning

The Tenth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant,
or his matdservant, or his cattle, or anything that is his.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not turn, force, or entice away our neighbor’s wife, servants, or cattle, but urge
them to stay and <carefully: do their duty.




Saturday

Psaim 101

xxl Will Walk with Integrity

A Psalm of David,

101 I will sing of steadfast love and justice;
to you, O Lord, | will make muslc.

2 | will ponder the way that is blameless,
Oh when will you come to me?

I will walk with integrity of heart
within my house;

3 1will not set before my eyes
anything that is werthless.

| hate the work of those who fall away;
it shall not cling to me.

4 A perverse heart shall be far from me;
Fwill know nothing of evil,

5 Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly
{ will destroy.

Proverbs 13:1-25
13 A wise son hears his father's instruction,
but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.
2 From the fruit of his mouth a man eats what is good,
but the desire of the treacherous is for violence.
3 Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life;
he who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.
4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing,
while the soul of the diligent Is richly supplied.
5 The righteous hates falsehood,
hut the wicked brings shame and disgrace.
6§ Rightesusness guards him whose way Is blameless,
but sin overthrows the wicked.
7 Cne pretends to be rich, yet has nothing;
another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.
8 The ransom of a man's life is his wealth,
but a poor man hears no threat.
9 The light of the righteous rejoices,
hut the lamp of the wicked will be put out.
10 By insolence comes nothing but strife,
but with those who take advice is wisdom.
11 Wealth gained hastily will dwindle,
but whoever gathers littie by little will increasa it,
12 Hope deferrad makes the heart sick,
but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life,

13 Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself,
but he who reveres the commandment will be rewarded,

14 The teaching of the wise 1s a fountain of life,
that one may turn away from the snares of death.
15 Good sense wins favor,
but the way of the treacherous Is their ruin.

Whoever has a haughty look and an arrogant heart
I will not endure.
6 | will look with favor on the faithful in the land,
that they may dwell with me;
he who watks in the way that Is blameless
shall minister to me,
7 No one who practices deceit
shall dwell in my house;
no one who utters lies
shall continue before my eyes,
8 Morning by morning | will destroy
all the wicked in the land,
cutting off alt the evildoers
from the city of the Lord.
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16 Every prudent man acts with knowledge,
but a fool flaunts his folly.
17 A wicked messenger falls into trouble,
but a fatthful envoy brings healing.
18 Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instruction,
but whoever heeds reproof is honored.
19 A desire fulfilied is sweet to the soul,
but to turn away from evil is an abomination to fools,
20 Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise,
but the companion of foois will suffer harm.
21 Disaster pursues sinners,
but the rightecus are rewarded with good.
22 A good man leaves an Inherltance to his children’s children,
but the sinner's wealth Is laid up for the righteous.
23 The fallow ground of the poor would yield much food,
but it Is swept away through injustice,
24 Whoever spares the rod hates his son,
but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.
25 The righteous has enough to satisfy his appetite,
but the belly of the wicked suffers want.

John 14:18-31

18 "I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you, 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, hut you will see

me. Because | live, you also will live. 20 in that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. 21 Whoever has
my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and { will fove him

and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas {not iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the
world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my werd, and my Father wil) love him, and we will come to him
and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not fove me does not keep my words, And the word that you hear is not mine but
the Father's who sent me.

25 "These things | have spoken to you while | am still with you. 26 But the Heiper, the Hely Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he will teach you ali things and bring to your remembrance all that 1 have sald to you. 27 Peace | leave with you; my peace §
give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afratd. 28 You heard me say
to you, 'l am geing away, and 1 will come to you’ f you loved me, you would have rejoiced, bacause | am golng to the Father, for the
Father is greater than 1. 29 And now | have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe, 30 | will no
longer falk much with you, for the ruler of this worid is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but 1 do as the Father has commanded
me, so that the world may know that | love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

Close of Commandments and meaning
What Does Gad Say about All These Comimandments?\,
Answer: He says:

| the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of
those who hate Me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My commandments. {Exodus 20:5-6)

What does this mean?
Answer: God threatens to punish all who sin against these commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not act contrary

to these commandments. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should aiso
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.
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Psalm 100
His Steadfast Love Endures Forever
A Psalm for giving thanks.
100 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
2 Serve the Lord with gladness|
Come info his presence with singing!
3 Know that the Lord, he is God}
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are hils people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise}
Give thanks to him; bless his namel
5 For the Lord is gooad;
his steadfast iove endures forever,
and his faithfulness to ali generations.

Ex. 19:2-8

x2 They szt out frem Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped
before the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to Goed. The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the
house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 *You yourselves have seen what 1 did to the Fgyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treas-
ured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shali be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These
are the words that you shall speak to the peopie of Israel”

7 50 Moses came and called the elders of the peogple and set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 8 All
the people answered together and sald, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses reparted the waords of the people to
the Lord.

Matt. 9:35-10:8 (9-20)

The Harvest Is Pientiful, the Labarers Few

35 And lesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in thelr synagogues and proclalming the gospel of the kingdom
and heallng every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion far them, because they were har-
assed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest Is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvast to send out laborers into his harvest.”

The Twelve Apostles

10 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every dis-
ease and every affliction. 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his broth-

er; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Jesus Sends Qut the Twelve Aposties

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samarttans, 6 but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom cf heaven is at hand.” 8 Heal the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or cop-
per for your belts, 10 no bag for your Journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. 11 And whatever
town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if
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the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it Is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not re-
ceive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town, 15 Truly, | say to you, it will
be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.

Persecution Will Come

16 “Behold, | am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves, 17 Beware of men,
for they will deliver you over to courts and fiog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings for
my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles, 19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or
what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you In that hour, 20 For it Is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your
Father speaking through you.

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who tntend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these guestions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. ] am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3, Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that Is my hope.

6. In whom then da you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who Is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His bload for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
hiood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, frem the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament,
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord fesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the discipies and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

in the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it te them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament In My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you balieve, then, that the true body and biood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it,

14, What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this Is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood,

15, What should we do when we eat His body and drink His bleod, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

Caontinued




Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

16, Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to belleve that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could da
that, Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serlous. Third, so we may find joy and comfortin
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18, Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to belleve that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19, What should admenish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20, But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person na better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see If he stilt has flesh and blood. Then he
should belleve what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he s stillin
the world, and remember that there will be ne lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5,
Third, he wifl certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2,

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr, Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serlous matter; for 5t. Paul writes to the
Galattans in chapter sbx: “Dao not be deceived: God cannot be mocked,”
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