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Monday

Psalm 90

Book Four

From Everlasting to Everlasting

A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.

90 Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

3 You return man to dust
and say, “Return, O children of man!”

4 For a thousand years in your sight
are but as yesterday when it is past,
or as a watch in the night.

5 You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning:

6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
in the evening it fades and withers.

7 For we are brought to an end by your anger;
by your wrath we are dismayed.

8 You have set our iniguities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.

Ecclesiastes 9:1-17
Death Comes to All

9 For all our days pass away under your wrath;
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.
10 The years of our life are seventy,
or even by reason of strength eighty;
yet their span is but toil and trouble;
they are soon gone, and we fly away.
11 Who considers the power of your anger,
and your wrath according to the fear of you?
12 So teach us to number our days
that we may get a heart of wisdom.
13 Return, O Lord! How long?
Have pity on your servants!
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,
and for as many years as we have seen evil.
16 Let your work be shown to your servants,
and your glorious power to their children.
17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and establish the work of our hands upon us;
yes, establish the work of our hands!

9 But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is
love or hate, man does not know; both are before him. 2 It is the same for all, since the same event happens to the righteous and
the wicked, to the good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the
good one is, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun,

that the same event happens to all. Also, the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts while they
live, and after that they go to the dead. 4 But he who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead li-
on, 5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is
forgotten. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy have already perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is done
under the sun.

Enjoy Life with the One You Love

7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved what you do.

8 Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head.

9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you under the sun, because that is

your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for
there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.

Wisdom Better Than Folly

11 Again | saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the
intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time and chance happen to them all. 12 For man does not know his time. Like
fish that are taken in an evil net, and like birds that are caught in a snare, so the children of man are snared at an evil time, when it
suddenly falls upon them.
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13 I have also seen this example of wisdom under the sun, and it seemed great to me. 14 There was a little city with few men in it,
and a great king came against it and besieged it, building great siegeworks against it. 15 But there was found in it a poor, wise man,
and he by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that poor man. 16 But | say that wisdom is better than might,
though the poor man's wisdom is despised and his words are not heard.

17 The words of the wise heard in quiet are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools.

John 9:24-41

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a
sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner | do not know. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” 26 They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to

him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not
from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him
out.

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And
who is he, sir, that | may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said,
“Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this world, that those who do not see may see,

and those who see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also

blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.

Introduction to the 10 Commandments
As the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a Simple Way to His Household



Tuesday

Psalm 91 and see the recompense of the wicked.
My Refuge and My Fortress 9 Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—
91 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High the Most High, who is my refuge—
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
2 | will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, no plague come near your tent.
my God, in whom | trust.” 11 For he will command his angels concerning you
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler to guard you in all your ways.
and from the deadly pestilence. 12 On their hands they will bear you up,
4 He will cover you with his pinions, lest you strike your foot against a stone.
and under his wings you will find refuge; 13 You will tread on the lion and the adder;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.
5 You will not fear the terror of the night, 14 “Because he holds fast to me in love, | will deliver him;
nor the arrow that flies by day, | will protect him, because he knows my name.
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 15 When he calls to me, | will answer him;
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. I will be with him in trouble;
7 A thousand may fall at your side, | will rescue him and honor him.
ten thousand at your right hand, 16 With long life | will satisfy him
but it will not come near you. and show him my salvation.”

8 You will only look with your eyes

Ecclesiastes 10:1-20
Dead flies make the perfumer's ointment give off a stench;
so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.
2 A wise man's heart inclines him to the right,
but a fool's heart to the left.
3 Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense,
and he says to everyone that he is a fool.
4 If the anger of the ruler rises against you, do not leave your place,
for calmness will lay great offenses to rest.
5 There is an evil that | have seen under the sun, as it were an error proceeding from the ruler: 6 folly is set in many high places, and
the rich sit in a low place. 7 | have seen slaves on horses, and princes walking on the ground like slaves.
8 He who digs a pit will fall into it,
and a serpent will bite him who breaks through a wall.
9 He who quarries stones.is hurt by them,
and he who splits logs is endangered by them.
10 If the iron is blunt, and one does not sharpen the edge,
he must use more strength,
but wisdom helps one to succeed.
11 if the serpent bites before it is charmed,
there is no advantage to the charmer.
12 The words of a wise man's mouth win him favor,
but the lips of a fool consume him,
13 The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness,
and the end of his talk is evil madness.
14 A fool multiplies words,
though no man knows what is to be,
and who can tell him what will be after him?
15 The toil of a fool wearies him,
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for he does not know the way to the city.

16 Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child,
and your princes feast in the morning!

17 Happy are you, O land, when your king is the son of the nobility,
and your princes feast at the proper time,
for strength, and not for drunkenness!

18 Through sloth the roof sinks in,
and through indolence the house leaks.

19 Bread is made for laughter,
and wine gladdens life, .
and money answers everything.

20 Even in your thoughts, do not curse the king,
nor in your bedroom curse the rich,

for a bird of the air will carry your voice,
or some winged creature tell the matter.

John 10:1-21

| Am the Good Shepherd

10 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a
robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and
he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep
follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and rob-
bers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 | am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find
pasture, 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 | am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does hot own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 | am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father
knows me and | know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. | must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves

me, because | lay down my life that | may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have
authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again. This charge | have received from my Father.”

19 There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is insane; why
listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the
blind?”

1st Commandment and meaning
The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.
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Psalm 92
How Great Are Your Works
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath.
92 It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
2 to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
and your faithfulness by night,
3 to the music of the lute and the harp,
to the melody of the lyre.
4 For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work;
at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
5 How great are your works, O Lord!
Your thoughts are very deep!
6 The stupid man cannot know;
the fool cannot understand this:
7 that though the wicked sprout like grass
and all evildoers flourish,
they are doomed to destruction forever;

Ecclesiastes 11:1-10
Cast Your Bread upon the Waters
11 Cast your bread upon the waters,
for you will find it after many days.
2 Give a portion to seven, or even to eight,

for you know not what disaster may happen on earth.

3 If the clouds are full of rain,

they empty themselves on the earth,
and if a tree falls to the south or to the north,

in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.
4 He who observes the wind will not sow,

and he who regards the clouds will not reap.

5 As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with child, so you do not know the work of

God who makes everything.

6 In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that or

whether both alike will be good.

7 Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.
8 So if a person lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that

comes is vanity.

9 Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. Walk in the ways of your heart

8 butyou, O Lord, are on high forever.
9 For behold, your enemies, O Lord,
for behold, your enemies shall perish;
all evildoers shall be scattered.
10 But you have exalted my horn like that of the wild ox;
you have poured over me fresh oil.
11 My eyes have seen the downfall of my enemies;
my ears have heard the doom of my evil assailants.
12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13 They are planted in the house of the Lord;
they flourish in the courts of our God.
14 They still bear fruit in old age;
they are ever full of sap and green,
15 to declare that the Lord is upright;
he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.

and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things God will bring you into judgment.
10 Remove vexation from your heart, and put away pain from your body, for youth and the dawn of life are vanity.
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John 10:22-42

| and the Father Are One

22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colon-
nade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “} told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in my Father's name bear
witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them,
and they follow me. 28 | give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Fa-
ther, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 | and the Father
are one.”

31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I| have shown you many good works from the Father; for
which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you

but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you
are gods’? 35 If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him

whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because | said, ‘l am the Son of God’? 37 If | am not
doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if | do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works,
that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and | am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he es-
caped from their hands.

40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing at first, and there he remained. 41 And many
came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.” 42 And many believed in him
there.

2nd Commandment and meaning
The Second Commandment
You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not curse, swear, use witchcraft, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in
every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.
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Psalm 93
The Lord Reigns
93 The Lord reigns; he is robed in majesty;
the Lord is robed; he has put on strength as his belt.
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved.
2 Your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.
3 The floods have lifted up, O Lord,
the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods lift up their roaring.
4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters,
mightier than the waves of the sea,
the Lord on high is mighty!
5 Your decrees are very trustworthy;
holiness befits your house,
O Lord, forevermore.

Ecclesiastes 12:1-14

Remember Your Creator in Your Youth

12 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say,
“I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after
the rain, 3 in the day when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because they are
few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed, 4 and the doors on the street are shut—when the sound of the grinding
is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low— 5 they are afraid also of what is high,
and terrors are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails, because man is going to
his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets— 6 before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or the
pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7 and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit
returns to God who gave it. 8 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; all is vanity.

Fear God and Keep His Commandments

9 Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with
great care. 10 The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he wrote words of truth. )
11 The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. 12 My
son, beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh.

13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God
will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.
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John 11:1-16

The Death of Lazarus

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 it was Mary who anointed the Lord
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom
you love isill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.”

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were
just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But itanyone walks in the night, he stumbles, be-
cause the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken
him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they
thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake | am glad that |
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.”

3rd Commandment and meaning
The Third Commandment
You shall sanctify the holy day.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred, and gladly hear and
learn it. :
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Psalm 94
The Lord Will Not Forsake His People
94 O Lord, God of vengeance,
O God of vengeance, shine forth!
2 Rise up, O judge of the earth;
repay to the proud what they deserve!
3 0 Lord, how long shall the wicked,
how long shall the wicked exult?
4 They pour out their arrogant words;
all the evildoers boast.
5 They crush your people, O Lord,
and afflict your heritage.
6 They kill the widow and the sojourner,
and murder the fatherless;
7 and they say, “The Lord does not see;
the God of Jacob does not perceive.”
8 Understand, O dullest of the people!
Fools, when will you be wise?
9 He who planted the ear, does he not hear?
He who formed the eye, does he not see?
10 He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke?
He who teaches man knowledge—
11 the Lord—knows the thoughts of man,
that they are but a breath.
12 Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O Lord,
and whom you teach out of your law,

Proverbs 1:8-33
The Enticement of Sinners

13 to give him rest from days of trouble,
until a pit is dug for the wicked.

14 For the Lord will not forsake his people;
he will not abandon his heritage;

15 for justice will return to the righteous,
and all the upright in heart will follow it.
16 Who rises up for me against the wicked?

Who stands up for me against evildoers?
17 If the Lord had not been my help,
my soul would soon have lived in the land of silence.
18 When | thought, “My foot slips,”
your steadfast love, O Lord, held me up.
19 When the cares of my heart are many,
your consolations cheer my soul.
20 Can wicked rulers be allied with you,
those who frame injustice by statute?
21 They band together against the life of the righteous
and condemn the innocent to death.
22 But the Lord has become my stronghold,
and my God the rock of my refuge.
23 He will bring back on them their iniquity
and wipe them out for their wickedness;
the Lord our God will wipe them out.

8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching,
9 for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck.

10 My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.

11 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood; let us ambush the innocent without reason;
12 like Sheol let us swallow them alive, and whole, like those who go down to the pit;
13 we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our houses with plunder;

14 throw in your lot among us; we will all have one purse”—

15 my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from their paths,

16 for their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood.

17 For in vain is a net spread in the sight of any bird,

18 but these men lie in wait for their own blood; they set an ambush for their own lives.
19 Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.

The Call of Wisdom

20 Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets she raises her voice;
21 at the head of the noisy streets she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:

22 “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge?
23 If you turn at my reproof, behold, | will pour out my spirit to you; | will make my words known to you.
24 Because | have called and you refused to listen, have stretched out my hand and no one has heeded,
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25 because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof,

26 | also will laugh at your calamity; | will mock when terror strikes you,

27 when terror strikes you like a storm and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you.
28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently but will not find me.

29 Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord,

30 would have none of my counsel and despised all my reproof,

31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way, and have their fill of their own devices.

32 For the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them;

33 but whoever listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of disaster.”

John 11:17-37

| Am the Resurrection and the Life

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two
miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will give

you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

Jesus Weeps

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And
when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where
Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they fol-
lowed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you
laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

4th Commandment and meaning
The Fourth Commandment
You shall honor your father and your mother «that it may be well with you and you may live long upon the earth>.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not despise or anger our parents and masters, but give them honor, serve
them, obey them, and hold them in love and esteem.
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Psalm 95 7 For he is our God,
Let Us Sing Songs of Praise and we are the people of his pasture,
95 Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; and the sheep of his hand.
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Today, if you hear his voice,
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 8 donot harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
3 For the Lord is a great God, 9 when your fathers put me to the test
and a great King above all gods. and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 10 For forty years | loathed that generation
the heights of the mountains are his also. and said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart,
5 The sea is his, for he made it, and they have not known my ways.”
and his hands formed the dry land. 11Therefore | swore in my wrath,
6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; “They shall not enter my rest.”

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

Proverbs 3:5-24

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.

6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.

8 It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.

9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce;

10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.
11 My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline or be weary of his reproof,

12 for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.
Blessed Is the One Who Finds Wisdom

13 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding,

14 for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold.
15 She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.

16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

18 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessed.
19 The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens;
20 by his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew.

21 My son, do not lose sight of these—keep sound wisdom and discretion,

22 and they will be life for your soul and adornment for your neck.

23 Then you will walk on your way securely, and your foot will not stumble.

24 If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.
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John 11:38-57

Jesus Raises Lazarus

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the

stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four

days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone.
And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. 42 | knew that you always hear me, but | said

this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried
out with a foud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill Jesus

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are
we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come
and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation
should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the
nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day
on they made plans to put him to death.

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the region near the wilderness, to a town called
Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify them-
selves. 56 They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? That he will not
come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should
let them know, so that they might arrest him.

5th Commandment and meaning
The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and befriend him in every
bodily need [in every need and danger of life and body].



Sunday

Psalm 119:65-72
Teth
65 You have dealt well with your servant,
O Lord, according to your word.
66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge,
for | believe in your commandments.
67 Before | was afflicted | went astray,
but now | keep your word.
68 You are good and do good;
teach me your statutes.
69 The insolent smear me with lies,
but with my whole heart | keep your precepts;
70 their heart is unfeeling like fat,
but | delight in your law.
71 It is good for me that | was afflicted,
that | might learn your statutes.
72 The law of your mouth is better to me
than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

Hosea 5:15-6:6

15 1 will return again to my place,
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face,
and in their distress earnestly seek me.

Israel and Judah Are Unrepentant

6 “Come, let us return to the Lord;
for he has torn us, that he may heal us;
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.

2 After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.

3 Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord;
his going out is sure as the dawn;

he will come to us as the showers,
as the spring rains that water the earth.”

4 What shall | do with you, O Ephraim?

What shall | do with you, O Judah?

Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes early away.

5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;
| have slain them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.

6 For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.
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Matt. 9:9-13

Jesus Calls Matthew

9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose
and followed him.

10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his
disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sin-
ners?” 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and

learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For | came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor,

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a persen no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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