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Monday

Psalm 83
O God, Do Not Keep Silence
A Song. A Psalm of Asaph.
83 O God, do not keep silence;
do not hold your peace or be still, O God!
2 For behold, your enemies make an uproar;
those who hate you have raised their heads.
3 They lay crafty plans against your people;
they consult together against your treasured ones.
4 They say, “Come, let us wipe them out as a nation;
let the name of Israel be remembered no more!”
5 For they conspire with one accord;
against you they make a covenant—
6 the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites,
Moab and the Hagrites,
7 Gebal and Ammon and Amalek,
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;
8 Asshur also has joined them;
they are the strong arm of the children of Lot. Selah

10 who were destroyed at En-dor,
who became dung for the ground.
11 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,
12 who said, “Let us take possession for ourselves
of the pastures of God.”
13 O my God, make them like whirling dust,
like chaff before the wind.
14 As fire consumes the forest,
as the flame sets the mountains ablaze,
15 so may you pursue them with your tempest
and terrify them with your hurricane!
16 Fill their faces with shame,
that they may seek your name, O Lord.
17 Let them be put to shame and dismayed forever;
let them perish in disgrace,
18 that they may know that you alone,
whose name is the Lord,
are the Most High over all the earth.

9 Do to them as you did to Midian,
as to Sisera and Jabin at the river Kishon,

Numbers 22:1-20

Balak Summons Balaam

22 Then the people of Israel set out and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho. 2 And Balak the son of Zippor
saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3 And Moab was in great dread of the people, because they were many. Moab was
overcome with fear of the people of Israel. 4 And Moab said to the elders of Midian, “This horde will now lick up all that is around
us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.” So Balak the son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at that time, 5 sent messengers to
Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the people of Amaw, to call him, saying, “Behold, a people
has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are dwelling opposite me. 6 Come now, curse this people for me,
since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps | shall be able to defeat them and drive them from the land, for | know that he whom you
bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”

7 So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination in their hand. And they came to Balaam and
gave him Balak's message. 8 And he said to them, “Lodge here tonight, and | will bring back word to you, as the Lord speaks to me.”
So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam. 9 And God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these men with you?” 10 And Balaam
said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, saying, 11 ‘Behold, a people has come out of Egypt, and it co-
vers the face of the earth. Now come, curse them for me. Perhaps | shall be able to fight against them and drive them out.”” 12 God
said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them. You shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.” 13 So Balaam rose in the morning
and said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your own land, for the Lord has refused to let me go with you.” 14 So the princes of Moab
rose and went to Balak and said, “Balaam refuses to come with us.”

15 Once again Balak sent princes, more in number and more honorable than these. 16 And they came to Balaam and said to him,
“Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: ‘Let nothing hinder you from coming to me, 17 for | will surely do you great honor, and whatever
you say to me | will do. Come, curse this people for me.”” 18 But Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak, “Though Balak
were to give me his house full of silver and gold, | could not go beyond the command of the Lord my God to do less or more. 19 So
you, too, please stay here tonight, that | may know what more the Lord will say to me.” 20 And God came to Balaam at night and
said to him, “If the men have come to call you, rise, go with them; but only do what | tell you.”

Luke 22:1-23

The Plot to Kill Jesus

22 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. 2 And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking
how to put him to death, for they feared the people.

Judas to Betray Jesus

3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. 4 He went away and conferred with the chief
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priests and officers how he might betray him to them. 5 And they were glad, and agreed to give him money. 6 So he consented and
sought an opportunity to betray him to them in the absence of a crowd.

The Passover with the Disciples

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, say-

ing, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” 9 They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10 He said to
them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he en-
ters 11 and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where | may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ 12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 13 And they went and found it just as he had told
them, and they prepared the Passover.

Institution of the Lord's Supper

14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat
this Passover with you before | suffer. 16 For | tell you | will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup,
and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For | tell you that from now on I will not drink of
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten,
saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21 But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with
me on the table. 22 For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23 And they
began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this.

Table of Duties: Pastors to Citizens

To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers

The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well
and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 1 Tim. 3:2-4

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 1 Tim. 3:6

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute
those who oppose it. Titus 1:9

What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors

The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 1 Cor. 9:14

Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be
mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Gal. 6:6-7

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teach-
ing. For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” 1 Tim. 5:17
-18

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them
in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 1 Thess. 5:12—-13

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. Heb. 13:17

Of Civil Government

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The au-
thorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those
who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is
God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an
agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrong-doer. Rom, 13:1-4

Of Citizens

Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. Matt. 22:21

It is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is also why
you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone what you owe him: If you
owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. Rom. 13:5-7

| urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authori-
ty, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:1-3
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good. Titus 3:1

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 1 Peter 2:13-14



Tuesday

Psalm 84
My Soul Longs for the Courts of the Lord
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of the
Sons of Korah.
84 How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts!
2 My soul longs, yes, faints
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and flesh sing for joy
to the living God.
3 Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
my King and my God.
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise! Selah
5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Numbers 22:21-23:3

6 As they go through the Valley of Baca
they make it a place of springs;
the early rain also covers it with pools.
7 They go from strength to strength;
each one appears before God in Zion.
8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah
9 Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed!
10 For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
the Lord bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does he withhold
from those who walk uprightly.
12 O Lord of hosts,
blessed is the one who trusts in you!

21 So Balaam rose in the morning and saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab.

Balaam's Donkey and the Angel

22 But God's anger was kindled because he went, and the angel of the Lord took his stand in the way as his adversary. Now he was
riding on the donkey, and his two servants were with him. 23 And the donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road, with a
drawn sword in his hand. And the donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the field. And Balaam struck the donkey, to
turn her into the road. 24 Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on either

side. 25 And when the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she pushed against the wall and pressed Balaam's foot against the wall. So
he struck her again. 26 Then the angel of the Lord went ahead and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn either
to the right or to the left. 27 When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam. And Balaam's anger was
kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 28 Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What
have | done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a fool
of me. | wish I had a sword in my hand, for then | would kill you.” 30 And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am | not your donkey, on
which you have ridden all your life ong to this day? Is it my habit to treat you this way?” And he said, “No.”

31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, with his drawn sword in his
hand. And he bowed down and fell on his face. 32 And the angel of the Lord said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these
three times? Behold, | have come out to oppose you because your way is perverse before me. 33 The donkey saw me and turned
aside before me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, surely just now | would have killed you and let her

live.” 34 Then Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for | did not know that you stood in the road against me. Now
therefore, if it is evil in your sight, | will turn back.” 35 And the angel of the Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but speak only
the word that | tell you.” So Balaam went on with the princes of Balak.

36 When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went out to meet him at the city of Moab, on the border formed by the Arnon, at
the extremity of the border. 37 And Balak said to Balaam, “Did | not send to you to call you? Why did you not come to me? Am | not
able to honor you?” 38 Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, | have come to you! Have | now any power of my own to speak anything? The
word that God puts in my mouth, that must | speak.” 39 Then Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 40 And
Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent for Balaam and for the princes who were with him.

41 And in the morning Balak took Balaam and brought him up to Bamoth-baal, and from there he saw a fraction of the people.
Balaam's First Oracle
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23 And Balaam said to Balak, “Build for me here seven altars, and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams.” 2 Balak did as
Balaam had said. And Balak and Balaam offered on each altar a bull and a ram. 3 And Balaam said to Balak, “Stand beside your burnt
offering, and | will go. Perhaps the Lord will come to meet me, and whatever he shows me | will tell you.” And he went to a bare
height,

Luke 19:11-28

Who Is the Greatest?

24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And he said to them, “The kings of
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather,

let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at
table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But | am among you as the one who serves.

28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and | assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial

31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but | have prayed for you that your
faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33 Peter said to him, “Lord, | am ready to go with you
both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you
know me.”

Scripture Must Be Fulfilled in Jesus

35 And he said to them, “When | sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you lack anything?” They said,
“Nothing.” 36 He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. And let the one who has
no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For | tell you that this Scripture must be fulfilled in me: ‘And he was numbered with the trans-
gressors.” For what is written about me has its fulfillment.” 38 And they said, “Look, Lord, here are two swords.” And he said to

them, “It is enough.”

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

39 And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40 And when he came

to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw,
and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be
done.” 43 And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly;
and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disci-
ples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into
temptation.”

Table of Duties: Husbands to Children

To Husbands

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as
heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 1 Peter 3:7

Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. Col. 3:19

To Wives

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. Eph. 5:22

They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if
you do what is right and do not give way to fear. 1 Peter 3:5-6

To Parents

Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Eph. 6:4

To Children ‘

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and your mother”—which is the first commandment with
a promise—"“that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Eph. 6:1-3



Wednesday

Psalm 85 7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
Revive Us Again and grant us your salvation.
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
85 Lord, you were favorable to your land; for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. but let them not turn back to folly.
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
you covered all their sin. Selah that glory may dwell in our land.
3 You withdrew all your wrath; 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
you turned from your hot anger. righteousness and peace kiss each other.
4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 11 Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and put away your indignation toward us! and righteousness looks down from the sky.
5 Will you be angry with us forever? 12 Yes, the Lord will give what is good,
Will you prolong your anger to all generations? and our land will yield its increase.
6 Will you not revive us again, 13 Righteousness will go before him
that your people may rejoice in you? and make his footsteps a way.

Numbers 23:4-28
4 and God met Balaam. And Balaam said to him, “I have arranged the seven altars and | have offered on each altar a bull and a
ram.” 5 And the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth and said, “Return to Balak, and thus you shall speak.” 6 And he returned to him,
and behold, he and all the princes of Moab were standing beside his burnt offering. 7 And Balaam took up his discourse and said,
“From Aram Balak has brought me,

the king of Moab from the eastern mountains:
‘Come, curse Jacob for me,

and come, denounce Israel!’
8 How can | curse whom God has not cursed?

How can | denounce whom the Lord has not denounced?
9 For from the top of the crags | see him,

from the hills | behold him;
behold, a people dwelling alone,

and not counting itself among the nations!
10 Who can count the dust of Jacob

or number the fourth part of Israel?
Let me die the death of the upright,

and let my end be like his!”
11 And Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? | took you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have done nothing but
bless them.” 12 And he answered and said, “Must | not take care to speak what the Lord puts in my mouth?”
Balaam's Second Oracle
13 And Balak said to him, “Please come with me to another place, from which you may see them. You shall see only a fraction of
them and shall not see them all. Then curse them for me from there.” 14 And he took him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pis-
gah, and built seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 15 Balaam said to Balak, “Stand here beside your burnt offer-
ing, while | meet the Lord over there.” 16 And the Lord met Balaam and put a word in his mouth and said, “Return to Balak, and
thus shall you speak.” 17 And he came to him, and behold, he was standing beside his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab with
him. And Balak said to him, “What has the Lord spoken?” 18 And Balaam took up his discourse and said,
“Rise, Balak, and hear;

give ear to me, O son of Zippor:
19 God is not man, that he should lie,

or a son of man, that he should change his mind.
Has he said, and will he not do it?

Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?
20 Behold, | received a command to bless:

he has blessed, and | cannot revoke it.
21 He has not beheld misfortune in Jacob,

nor has he seen trouble in Israel.
The Lord their God is with them,

and the shout of a king is among them.
22 God brings them out of Egypt

and is for them like the horns of the wild ox.
23 For there is no enchantment against Jacob,
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no divination against Israel;
now it shall be said of Jacob and Israel,

‘What has God wrought!’
24 Behold, a people! As a lioness it rises up

and as a lion it lifts itself;
it does not lie down until it has devoured the prey

and drunk the blood of the slain.”
25 And Balak said to Balaam, “Do not curse them at all, and do not bless them at all.” 26 But Balaam answered Balak, “Did | not tell
you, ‘All that the Lord says, that | must do’?” 27 And Balak said to Balaam, “Come now, | will take you to another place. Perhaps it will
please God that you may curse them for me from there.” 28 So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, which overlooks the desert.

‘Luke 22:47-71

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

47 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to
Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 And when those who were
around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the
high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said
to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber,
with swords and clubs? 53 When | was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour,

and the power of darkness.”

Peter Denies Jesus

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And
when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant
girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying,
“Woman, | do not know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, |
am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he toois a
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, | do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the
rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to

him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly.

Jesus Is Mocked

63 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. 64 They also blindfolded him and kept ask-
ing him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” 65 And they said many other things against him, blaspheming him.

Jesus Before the Council

66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests and scribes. And they led him
away to their council, and they said, 67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if |
ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70 So they
all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that | am.” 71 Then they said, “What further testimony do we
need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”

Table of Duties: Workers to Everyone

To Workers of All Kinds

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not
only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly,
as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether
he is slave or free. Eph. 6:5-8

To Employers and Supervisors

Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that He who is both their Master and yours is in
heaven, and there is no favoritism with Him. Eph. 6:9

To Youth

Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another,
because, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He
may lift you up in due time. 1 Peter 5:5-6

To Widows

The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.
But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives. 1 Tim. 5:5-6

To Everyone

The commandments ... are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Rom. 13:9

| urge ... that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone. 1 Tim. 2:1

Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall fare.



Thursday

Psalm 86

Great Is Your Steadfast Love

A Prayer of David.

86 Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me,
for I am poor and needy.

2 Preserve my life, for | am godly;

save your servant, who trusts in you—you are my God.

3 Be gracious to me, O Lord,
for to you do | cry all the day.
4 Gladden the soul of your servant,
for to you, O Lord, do.I lift up my soul.
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.
6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;
listen to my plea for grace.
7 In the day of my trouble | call upon you,
for you answer me.
8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord,
nor are there any works like yours.
9 All the nations you have made shall come
and worship before you, O Lord,

Numbers 24:1-25
Balaam's Third Oracle

and shall glorify your name.
10 For you are great and do wondrous things;
you alone are God.
11 Teach me your way, O Lord,
that | may walk in your truth;
unite my heart to fear your name.
12 | give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
and | will glorify your name forever.
13 For great is your steadfast love toward me;
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
14 O God, insolent men have risen up against me;
a band of ruthless men seeks my life,
and they do not set you before them.
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me;
give your strength to your servant,
and save the son of your maidservant.
17 Show me a sign of your favor,
that those who hate me may see and be put to shame
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

24 When Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he did not go, as at other times, to look for omens, but set his face
toward the wilderness. 2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe. And the Spirit of God came upon

him, 3 and he took up his discourse and said, “The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, the oracle of the man whose eye is opened,

4 the oracle of him who hears the words of God, who sees the vision of the Almighty, falling down with his eyes uncovered: 5 How
lovely are your tents, O Jacob, your encampments, O Israel! 6 Like palm groves that stretch afar, like gardens beside a river, like
aloes that the Lord has planted, like cedar trees beside the waters. 7 Water shall flow from his buckets, and his seed shall be in
many waters; his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 8 God brings him out of Egypt and is for him like
the horns of the wild ox; he shall eat up the nations, his adversaries, and shall break their bones in pieces and pierce them through
with his arrows. 9 He crouched, he lay down like a lion and like a lioness; who will rouse him up? Blessed are those who bless you,
and cursed are those who curse you.” 10 And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he struck his hands together. And Balak
said to Balaam, “I called you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have blessed them these three times. 11 Therefore now flee to
your own place. | said, ‘I will certainly honor you,” but the Lord has held you back from honor.” 12 And Balaam said to Balak, “Did |
not tell your messengers whom you sent to me, 13 ‘If Balak should give me his house full of silver and gold, | would not be able to
go beyond the word of the Lord, to do either good or bad of my own will. What the Lord speaks, that will | speak’? 14 And now,
behold, I am going to my people. Come, | will let you know what this people will do to your people in the latter days.”

Balaam's Final Oracle

15 And he took up his discourse and said, “The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, the oracle of the man whose eye is opened, 16 the
oracle of him who hears the words of God, and knows the knowledge of the Most High, who sees the vision of the Almighty, falling
down with his eyes uncovered: 17 | see him, but not now; | behold him, but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter
shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the forehead of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth. 18 Edom shall be dispossessed; Seir
also, his enemies, shall be dispossessed. Israel is doing valiantly. 19 And one from Jacob shall exercise dominion and destroy the
survivors of cities!” 20 Then he looked on Amalek and took up his discourse and said, “Amalek was the first among the nations, but
its end is utter destruction.” 21 And he looked on the Kenite, and took up his discourse and said, “Enduring is your dwelling place,
and your nest is set in the rock. 22 Nevertheless, Kain shall be burned when Asshur takes you away captive.” 23 And he took up his
discourse and said, “Alas, who shall live when God does this? 24  But ships shall come from Kittim and shall afflict Asshur and Eber;
and he too shall come to utter destruction.” 25 Then Balaam rose and went back to his place, And Balak also went his way.
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Luke 23:1-25

Jesus Before Pilate .

23 Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this
man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 And Pilate asked
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the
crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” 5 But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from
Galilee even to this place.”

Jesus Before Herod

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction,
he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long
desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at
some length, but he made no answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And Herod with his
soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pi-

late. 12 And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.
13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one
who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, 1 did not find this man guilty of any of your charges
against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16 | will there-
fore punish and release him.”

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified

18 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for
an insurrection started in the city and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21 but they kept
shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving
death. | will therefore punish and release him.” 23 But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And
their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into
prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.

Christian Questions with their Answers: 1-9

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. I am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.



Friday

Psalm 87, 88
Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. A Song.
87 On the holy mount stands the city he founded;
2 the Lord loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.
3 Glorious things of you are spoken,
O city of God. Selah
4 Among those who know me | mention Rahab and Babylon;
behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush—
“This one was born there,” they say.
5 And of Zion it shall be said,
“This one and that one were born in her”;
for the Most High himself will establish her.
6 The Lord records as he registers the peoples,
“This one was born there.” Selah
7 Singers and dancers alike say,
“All my springs are in you.”

| Cry Out Day and Night Before You
A Song. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. To the choirmaster:
according to Mahalath Leannoth. A Maskil of Heman the
Ezrahite.
88 O Lord, God of my salvation,
I cry out day and night before you.
2 Let my prayer come before you;
incline your ear to my cry!
3 For my soul is full of troubles,
and my life draws near to Sheol.
41 am counted among those who go down to the pit;
| am a man who has no strength,

Numbers 27:12-23
Joshua to Succeed Moses

5 like one set loose among the dead,
like the slain that lie in the grave,
like those whom you remember no more,
for they are cut off from your hand.
6 You have put me in the depths of the pit,
in the regions dark and deep.
7 Your wrath lies heavy upon me,
and you overwhelm me with all your waves. Selah
8 You have caused my companions to shun me;
you have made me a horror to them.
| am shut in so that | cannot escape;
9 my eye grows dim through sorrow,
Every day | call upon you, O Lord;
| spread out my hands to you.
10 Do you work wonders for the dead?
Do the departed rise up to praise you? Selah
11 Is your steadfast love declared in the grave,
or your faithfulness in Abaddon?
12 Are your wonders known in the darkness,
or your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?
13 But I, O Lord, cry to you;
in the morning my prayer comes before you.
14 O Lord, why do you cast my soul away?
Why do you hide your face from me?
15 Afflicted and close to death from my youth up,
| suffer your terrors; | am helpless.
16 Your wrath has swept over me;
your dreadful assaults destroy me.
17 They surround me like a flood all day long;
they close in on me together.
18 You have caused my beloved and my friend to shun me;
my companions have become darkness.

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain of Abarim and see the land that | have given to the people of Israel. 13 When
you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, 14 because you rebelled against my word in
the wilderness of Zin when the congregation quarreled, failing to uphold me as holy at the waters before their eyes.” (These are the
waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 15 Moses spoke to the Lord, saying, 16 “Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of
all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation 17 who shall go out before them and come in before them, who shall lead them out
and bring them in, that the congregation of the Lord may not be as sheep that have no shepherd.” 18 So the Lord said to Moses,
“Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him. 19 Make him stand before Eleazar the priest
and all the congregation, and you shall commission him in their sight. 20 You shall invest him with some of your authority, that all
the congregation of the people of Israel may obey. 21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the
judgment of the Urim before the Lord. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the people
of Israel with him, the whole congregation.” 22 And Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took Joshua and made him stand
before Eleazar the priest and the whole congregation, 23 and he laid his hands on him and commissioned him as the Lord directed
through Moses.
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Luke 23:26-56

The Crucifixion

26 And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to
carry it behind Jesus. 27 And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting
for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your chil-
dren. 29 For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts
that never nursed!” 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,” and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when they came to the place that is called
The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed
at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen Onel” 36 The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourselfl” 38 There was also an inscription
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other re-
buked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we
are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The Death of Jesus

44 1t was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while the sun's light failed.
And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands | commit my
spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying,
“Certainly this man was innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place,
returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a
distance watching these things.

Jesus Is Buried

50 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous
man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where
no one had ever yet been laid. 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had come with
him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.
On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

Christian Questions with their Answers: 10-15

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His blood
for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me.



Saturday

Psalm 89
I Will Sing of the Steadfast Love of the Lord
A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.
89 1 will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord forever;
with my mouth | will make known your faithfulness to all gen-
erations.
2 For | said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever;
in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.”
3 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
| have sworn to David my servant:
4 ‘ will establish your offspring forever,
and build your throne for all generations.”” Selah
5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord?
Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord,
7 a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones,
and awesome above all who are around him?
8 O Lord God of hosts,
who is mighty as you are, O Lord,
with your faithfulness all around you?
9 You rule the raging of the sea;
when its waves rise, you still them.
10 You crushed Rahab like a carcass;
you scattered your enemies with your mighty arm.
11 The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours;
the world and all that is in it, you have founded them.
12 The north and the south, you have created them;
Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name.
13 You have a mighty arm;
strong is your hand, high your right hand.
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.
15 Blessed are the people who know the festal shout,
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,
16 who exult in your name all the day
and in your righteousness are exalted.
17 For you are the glory of their strength;
by your favor our horn is exalted.
18 For our shield belongs to the Lord,
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
19 Of old you spoke in a vision to your godly one, and said:
“I have granted help to one who is mighty;
| have exalted one chosen from the people.
20 | have found David, my servant;
with my holy oil | have anointed him,
21 so that my hand shall be established with him;
my arm also shall strengthen him.
22 The enemy shall not outwit him;
the wicked shall not humble him.
23 I will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.
24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him,
and in my name shall his horn be exalted.

Numbers 32:1-27
Reuben and Gad Settle in Gilead

25 | will set his hand on the sea
and his right hand on the rivers.
26 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’
27 And I will make him the firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.
28 My steadfast love | will keep for him forever,
and my covenant will stand firm for him.
29 | will establish his offspring forever
and his throne as the days of the heavens.
30 If his children forsake my law
and do not walk according to my rules,
31 if they violate my statutes
and do not keep my commandments,
32 then I will punish their transgression with the rod
and their iniquity with stripes,
33 but | will not remove from him my steadfast love
or be false to my faithfulness.
34 | will not violate my covenant
or alter the word that went forth from my lips.
35 Once for all | have sworn by my holiness;
| will not lie to David.
36 His offspring shall endure forever,
his throne as long as the sun before me.
37 Like the moon it shall be established forever,
a faithful witness in the skies.” Selah
38 But now you have cast off and rejected;
you are full of wrath against your anointed.
39 You have renounced the covenant with your servant;
you have defiled his crown in the dust.
40 You have breached all his walls;
you have laid his strongholds in ruins.
41 All who pass by plunder him;
he has become the scorn of his neighbors.
42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes;
you have made all his enemies rejoice.
43 You have also turned back the edge of his sword,
and you have not made him stand in battle,
44 You have made his splendor to cease
and cast his throne to the ground.
45 You have cut short the days of his youth;
you have covered him with shame. Selah
46 How long, O Lord? Will you hide yourself forever?
How long will your wrath burn like fire?
47 Remember how short my time is!
For what vanity you have created all the children of man!
48 What man can live and never see death?
Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah
49 Lord, where is your steadfast love of old,
which by your faithfulness you swore to David?
50 Remember, O Lord, how your servants are mocked,
and how | bear in my heart the insults of all the many nations,
51 with which your enemies mock, O Lord,
with which they mock the footsteps of your anointed.
52 Blessed be the Lord forever!
Amen and Amen.

32 Now the people of Reuben and the people of Gad had a very great number of livestock. And they saw the land of Jazer and the
land of Gilead, and behold, the place was a place for livestock. 2 So the people of Gad and the people of Reuben came and said to
Moses and to Eleazar the priest and to the chiefs of the congregation, 3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh,

Sebam, Nebo, and Beon, 4 the land that the Lord struck down before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock, and your
servants have livestock.” 5 And they said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants for a posses-

sion. Do not take us across the Jordan.”
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6 But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the people of Reuben, “Shall your brothers go to the war while you sit here? 7 Why will you
discourage the heart of the people of Israel from going over into the land that the Lord has given them? 8 Your fathers did this, when | sent
them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 9 For when they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of
the people of Israel from going into the land that the Lord had given them. 10 And the Lord's anger was kindled on that day, and he swore,
saying, 11 ‘Surely none of the men who came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land that | swore to give to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, because they have not wholly followed me, 12 none except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and
Joshua the son of Nun, for they have wholly followed the Lord.” 13 And the Lord's anger was kindled against Israel, and he made

them wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in the sight of the Lord was gone. 14 And behold, you
have risen in your fathers' place, a brood of sinful men, to increase still more the fierce anger of the Lord against Israell 15 For if you turn
away from following him, he will again abandon them in the wilderness, and you will destroy all this people.”

16 Then they came near to him and said, “We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock, and cities for our little ones, 17 but we will take up
arms, ready to go before the people of Israel, until we have brought them to their place. And our little ones shall live in the fortified cities
because of the inhabitants of the land. 18 We will not return to our homes until each of the people of Israel has gained his inher-

itance. 19 For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance has come to us on this side
of the Jordan to the east.” 20 So Moses said to them, “If you will do this, if you will take up arms to go before the Lord for the war, 21 and
every armed man of you will pass over the Jordan before the Lord, until he has driven out his enemies from before him 22 and the land is
subdued before the Lord; then after that you shall return and be free of obligation to the Lord and to Israel, and this land shall be your pos-
session before the Lord. 23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you

out. 24 Build cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep, and do what you have promised.” 25 And the people of Gad and the people
of Reuben said to Moses, “Your servants will do as my lord commands. 26 Our little ones, our wives, our livestock, and all our cattle shall
remaindthere in the cities of Gilead, 27 but your servants will pass over, every man who is armed for war, before the Lord to battle, as my
lord orders.”

Luke 24:1-27

The Resurrection

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this,
behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Gali-
lee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remem-
bered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene
and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.

On the Road to Emmaus

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with
each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went
with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with
each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to
him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our
chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed

us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a
vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said,
but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it
not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

v

Christian Questions with their Answers: 16-20

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do that.
Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ
alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19, What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, encourage-
ment, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he should
believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and
remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.

Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or
without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.
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Psalm 8 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
How Majestic Is Your Name and crowned him with glory and honor.
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
8 0 Lord, our Lord, you have put all things under his feet,
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 7 all sheep and oxen,
You have set your glory above the heavens, and also the beasts of the field,
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
you have established strength because of your foes, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
to still the enemy and the avenger. 90 Lord, our Lord,
3 When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4 what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?

Gen. 1:1-2:4a
The Creation of the World
1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from
the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first
day.
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God
made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was
s0. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was
s0. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each
according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was
evening and there was morning, the third day.
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs
and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it
was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day.
20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the
heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according
to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the
earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27 So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.
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28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, |
have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them
for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, | have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

The Seventh Day, God Rests

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,
because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman

4 These are the generations

of the heavens and the earth when they were created,

in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

Matt. 28:16-20

xxThe Great Commission

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him

they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on'earth has been given to
me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command,
encouragement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the
Galatians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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