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Monday

Psalm 78:37-53
37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him;
they were not faithful to his covenant.
38 Yet he, being compassionate,
atoned for their iniquity
and did not destroy them;
he restrained his anger often
and did not stir up all his wrath.
39 He remembered that they were but flesh,
a wind that passes and comes not again.
40 How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness
and grieved him in the desert!
41 They tested God again and again
and provoked the Holy One of Israel.
42 They did not remember his power|[e]
or the day when he redeemed them from the foe,
43 when he performed his signs in Egypt
and his marvels in the fields of Zoan.
44 He turned their rivers to blood,

45 He sent among them swarms of flies, which devoured them,
and frogs, which destroyed them.
46 He gave their crops to the destroying locust
and the fruit of their labor to the locust.
47 He destroyed their vines with hail
and their sycamores with frost.
48 He gave over their cattle to the hail
and their flocks to thunderbolts.
49 He let loose on them his burning anger,
wrath, indignation, and distress,
a company of destroying angels.
50 He made a path for his anger;
he did not spare them from death,
but gave their lives over to the plague.
51 He struck down every firstborn in Egypt,
the firstfruits of their strength in the tents of Ham.
52 Then he led out his people like sheep
and guided them in the wilderness like a flock.
53 He led them in safety, so that they were not afraid,

so that they could not drink of their streams. but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.

Numbers 14:26-45

26 And the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 27 “How long shall this wicked congregation grumble against me? | have
heard the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against me. 28 Say to them, ‘As | live, declares the Lord, what you
have said in my hearing | will do to you: 29 your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your number, listed in the cen-
sus from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against me, 30 not one shall come into the land where | swore that |
would make you dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little ones, who you said would
become a prey, | will bring in, and they shall know the land that you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in
this wilderness. 33 And your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years and shall suffer for your faithlessness, until
the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 34 According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty
days, a year for each day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.’ 35 |, the Lord, have spoken.
Surely this will | do to all this wicked congregation who are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full
end, and there they shall die.”

36 And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the congregation grumble against him by bring-
ing up a bad report about the land— 37 the men who brought up a bad report of the land—died by plague before the Lord. 38 Of
those men who went to spy out the land, only Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive.

Israel Defeated in Battle

39 When Moses told these words to all the people of Israel, the people mourned greatly. 40 And they rose early in the morning and
went up to the heights of the hill country, saying, “Here we are. We will go up to the place that the Lord has promised, for we have
sinned.” 41 But Moses said, “Why now are you transgressing the command of the Lord, when that will not succeed? 42 Do not go
up, for the Lord is not among you, lest you be struck down before your enemies. 43 For there the Amalekites and the Canaanites
are facing you, and you shall fall by the sword. Because you have turned back from following the Lord, the Lord will not be with
you.” 44 But they presumed to go up to the heights of the hill country, although neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor
Moses departed out of the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and defeat-
ed them and pursued them, even to Hormah.
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Luke 18:35-19:10

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar

35 As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36 And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what
this meant. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 38 And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And
those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on

me!” 40 And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he asked him, 41 “What do you
want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 42 And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made
you well.” 43 And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave
praise to God.

Jesus and Zacchaeus

19 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and
was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So
he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for | must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and
came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man whois a
sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods | give to the poor. And if | have defrauded
anyone of anything, | restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

What do you believe according to these words?

| believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular when they exclude openly unre-
pentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid
and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.
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Psalm 78:54-72
54 And he brought them to his holy land,
to the mountain which his right hand had won.

63 Fire devoured their young men,
and their young women had no marriage song.
64 Their priests fell by the sword,

and their widows made no lamentation.
65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep,
like a strong man shouting because of wine.
66 And he put his adversaries to rout;
he put them to everlasting shame.
67 He rejected the tent of Joseph;
he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,
68 but he chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion, which he loves.
69 He built his sanctuary like the high heavens,
like the earth, which he has founded forever.
70 He chose David his servant
and took him from the sheepfolds;
71 from following the nursing ewes he brought him
to shepherd Jacob his people,
Israel his inheritance.
72 With upright heart he shepherded them
and guided them with his skillful hand.

55 He drove out nations before them;
he apportioned them for a possession
and settled the tribes of Israel in their tents.

56 Yet they tested and rebelled against the Most High God
and did not keep his testimonies,

57 but turned away and acted treacherously like their fathers;
they twisted like a deceitful bow.

58 For they provoked him to anger with their high places;
they moved him to jealousy with their idols.

59 When God heard, he was full of wrath,
and he utterly rejected Israel.

60 He forsook his dwelling at Shiloh,
the tent where he dwelt among mankind,

61 and delivered his power to captivity,
his glory to the hand of the foe.

62 He gave his people over to the sword
and vented his wrath on his heritage.

Numbers 16:1-22

Korah's Rebellion

16 Now Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons
of Reuben, took men. 2 And they rose up before Moses, with a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the congregation, cho-
sen from the assembly, well-known men. 3 They assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron and said to
them, “You have gone too far! For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do
you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?” 4 When Moses heard it, he fell on his face, 5 and he said to Korah and all his
company, “In the morning the Lord will show who is his,[a] and who is holy, and will bring him near to him. The one whom he
chooses he will bring near to him. 6 Do this: take censers, Korah and all his company; 7 put fire in them and put incense on them
before the Lord tomorrow, and the man whom the Lord chooses shall be the holy one. You have gone too far, sons of Levi!” 8 And
Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 is it too small a thing for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the
congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself, to do service in the tabernacle of the Lord and to stand before the congregation
to minister to them, 10 and that he has brought you near him, and all your brothers the sons of Levi with you? And would you seek
the priesthood also? 11 Therefore it is against the Lord that you and all your company have gathered together. What is Aaron that
you grumble against him?”

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and they said, “We will not come up. 13 Is it a small thing that you
have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you must also make yourself a prince
over us? 14 Moreover, you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vine-
yards. Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up.” 15 And Moses was very angry and said to the Lord, “Do not
respect their offering. | have not taken one donkey from them, and | have not harmed one of them.”

16 And Moses said to Korah, “Be present, you and all your company, before the Lord, you and they, and Aaron, tomor-

row. 17 And let every one of you take his censer and put incense on it, and every one of you bring before the Lord his censer, 250
censers; you also, and Aaron, each his censer.” 18 So every man took his censer and put fire in them and laid incense on them and
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stood at the entrance of the tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19 Then Korah assembled all the congregation against them at
the entrance of the tent of meeting. And the glory of the Lord appeared to all the congregation.

20 And the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 21 “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that | may consume
them in a moment.” 22 And they fell on their faces and said, “O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and will you
be angry with all the congregation?”

Luke 19:11-28

The Parable of the Ten Minas

11 As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the
kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 12 He said therefore, “A nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a king-
dom and then return. 13 Calling ten of his servants,[a] he gave them ten minas,[b] and said to them, ‘Engage in business until |

come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.” 15 When he
returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to be called to him, that he
might know what they had gained by doing business. 16 The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas
more.” 17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant![c] Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority
over ten cities.” 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five minas.” 19 And he said to him, ‘And you are to be
over five cities.” 20 Then another came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which | kept laid away in a handkerchief; 21 for | was afraid
of you, because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.” 22 He said to him, ‘I will
condemn you with your own words, you wicked servant! You knew that | was a severe man, taking what | did not deposit and reaping
what | did not sow? 23 Why then did you not put my money in the bank, and at my coming | might have collected it with inter-

est?’ 24 And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who has the ten minas.” 25 And they said
to him, ‘Lord, he has ten minas!’ 26 ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, even what
he has will be taken away. 27 But as for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here

and slaughter them before me.””

The Triumphal Entry

28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

What is the Sacrament of the Altar
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat
and to drink.



Wednesday

Psalm 79 7 For they have devoured Jacob
How Long, O Lord? and laid waste his habitation.
A Psalm of Asaph. 8 Do not remember against us our former iniquities;[a]
79 O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; let your compassion come speedily to meet us,
they have defiled your holy temple; for we are brought very low.
they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 9 Help us, O God of our salvation,
2 They have given the bodies of your servants for the glory of your name;
to the birds of the heavens for food, deliver us, and atone for our sins,
the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the earth. for your name's sake!
3 They have poured out their blood like water 10 Why should the nations say,
all around Jerusalem, “Where is their God?”
and there was no one to bury them. Let the avenging of the outpoured blood of your servants
4 We have become a taunt to our neighbors, be known among the nations before our eyes!
mocked and derided by those around us. 11 Let the groans of the prisoners come before you;
5 How long, O Lord? Will you be angry forever? according to your great power, preserve those doomed to die!
Will your jealousy burn like fire? 12 Return sevenfold into the lap of our neighbors
6 Pour out your anger on the nations the taunts with which they have taunted you, O Lord!
that do not know you, 13 But we your people, the sheep of your pasture,
and on the kingdoms will give thanks to you forever;
that do not call upon your name! from generation to generation we will recount your praise.

Numbers 16:23-40

23 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Say to the congregation, Get away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”
25 Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. 26 And he spoke to the congregation,
saying, “Depart, please, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be swept away with all their
sins.” 27 So they got away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the door
of their tents, together with their wives, their sons, and their little ones. 28 And Moses said, “Hereby you shall know that

the Lord has sent me to do all these works, and that it has not been of my own accord. 29 If these men die as all men die, or if they
are visited by the fate of all mankind, then the Lord has not sent me. 30 But if the Lord creates something new, and the ground
opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into Sheol, then you shall know that
these men have despised the Lord.”

31 And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart. 32 And the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed them up, with their households and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 33 So they and all that
belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assem-
bly. 34 And all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up!” 35 And fire came out
from the Lord and consumed the 250 men offering the incense.

36 [a] Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 37 “Tell Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to take up the censers out of the blaze.
Then scatter the fire far and wide, for they have become holy. 38 As for the censers of these men who have sinned at the cost of
their lives, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they offered them before the Lord, and they be-
came holy. Thus they shall be a sign to the people of Israel.” 39 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who
were burned had offered, and they were hammered out as a covering for the altar, 40 to be a reminder to the people of Israel,

so that no outsider, who is not of the descendants of Aaron, should draw near to burn incense before the Lord, lest he become like
Korah and his company—as the Lord said to him through Moses.
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Luke 19:29-48

29 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into
the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.”” 32 So those who were sent went away and
found it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the

colt?” 34 And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set
Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way down the
Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that
they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And
some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the
very stones would cry out.”

Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things
that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a
barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children
within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of
prayer,” but you have made it a den of robbers.”

47 And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people were seeking to
destroy him, 48 but they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were hanging on his words.

Where is this written?

The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write:Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me.”
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Psalm 80
Restore Us, O God

To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. A Testimony. Of Asaph,

a Psalm.
80 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock.
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might
and come to save us!
3 Restore us,[a] O God;

it took deep root and filled the land.
10 The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches.
11 It sent out its branches to the sea
and its shoots to the River.[b]
12 Why then have you broken down its walls,
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?
13 The boar from the forest ravages it,
and all that move in the field feed on it.
14 Turn again, O God of hosts!
Look down from heaven, and see;

let your face shine, that we may be saved! have regard for this vine,
4 0 Lord God of hosts, 15 the stock that your right hand planted,

and for the son whom you made strong for yourself.
16 They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down;
may they perish at the rebuke of your face!
17 But let your hand be on the man of your right hand,
the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!
18 Then we shall not turn back from you;
give us life, and we will call upon your name!
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!
Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6 You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!
8 You brought a vine out of Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.
9 You cleared the ground for it;

Numbers 16:41-17:13

41 But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and against Aaron, saying, “You have
killed the people of the Lord.” 42 And when the congregation had assembled against Moses and against Aaron, they turned toward
the tent of meeting. And behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared. 43 And Moses and Aaron came to the
front of the tent of meeting, 44 and the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 45 “Get away from the midst of this congregation, that | may
consume them in a moment.” And they fell on their faces. 46 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer, and put fire on it from
off the altar and lay incense on it and carry it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for wrath has gone out
from the Lord; the plague has begun.” 47 So Aaron took it as Moses said and ran into the midst of the assembly. And behold, the
plague had already begun among the people. And he put on the incense and made atonement for the people. 48 And he stood
between the dead and the living, and the plague was stopped. 49 Now those who died in the plague were 14,700, besides those
who died in the affair of Korah. 50 And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of meeting, when the plague was
stopped.

Aaron's Staff Buds

17 [a] The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, and get from them staffs, one for each fathers' house, from
all their chiefs according to their fathers' houses, twelve staffs. Write each man's name on his staff, 3 and write Aaron's name on the
staff of Levi. For there shall be one staff for the head of each fathers' house. 4 Then you shall deposit them in the tent of meeting
before the testimony, where | meet with you. 5 And the staff of the man whom | choose shall sprout. Thus | will make to cease from
me the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against you.” 6 Moses spoke to the people of Israel. And all their
chiefs gave him staffs, one for each chief, according to their fathers' houses, twelve staffs. And the staff of Aaron was among their
staffs. 7 And Moses deposited the staffs before the Lord in the tent of the testimony.

8 On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and
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put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 9 Then Moses brought out all the staffs from before the Lord to all
the people of Israel. And they looked, and each man took his staff. 10 And the Lord said to Moses, “Put back the staff of Aaron before
the testimony, to be kept as a sign for the rebels, that you may make an end of their grumblings against me, lest they die.” 11 Thus
did Moses; as the Lord commanded him, so he did.

12 And the people of Israel said to Moses, “Behold, we perish, we are undone, we are all undone. 13 Everyone who comes near, who
comes near to the tabernacle of the Lord, shall die. Are we all to perish?”

Luke 20:1-18
The Authority of Jesus Challenged
20 One day, as Jesus[a] was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the
elders came up 2 and said to him, “Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” 3 He an-
swered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, 4 was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?” 5 And they dis-
cussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’” he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From man,’
all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they did not know
where it came from. 8 And Jesus said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these things.”
The Parable of the Wicked Tenants
9 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants and went into another country for
a long while. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant[b] to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the vine-
yard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated
him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 13 Then the
owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall | do? | will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.” 14 But when the tenants saw
him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.” 15 And they threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give
the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17 But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this
that is written:
“‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone’?[c]
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salva-
tion are given us through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.
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Psalm 81 8 Hear, O my people, while | admonish you!
Oh, That My People Would Listen to Me O Israel, if you would but listen to me!
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith.[a] Of Asaph. 9 There shall be no strange god among you;
81 Sing aloud to God our strength; you shall not bow down to a foreign god.
shout for joy to the God of Jacob! 10 1 am the Lord your God,
2 Raise a song; sound the tambourine, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
the sweet lyre with the harp. Open your mouth wide, and | will fill it.
3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, 11 “But my people did not listen to my voice;
at the full moon, on our feast day. Israel would not submit to me.
4 For it is a statute for Israel, 12 So | gave them over to their stubborn hearts,
a rule[b] of the God of Jacob. to follow their own counsels.
5 He made it a decree in Joseph 13 Oh, that my people would listen to me,
when he went out over|[c] the land of Egypt. that Israel would walk in my ways!
| hear a language | had not known: 14 | would soon subdue their enemies
6 “I relieved your[d] shoulder of the burden; and turn my hand against their foes.
your hands were freed from the basket. 15 Those who hate the Lord would cringe toward him,
7 In distress you called, and | delivered you; and their fate would last forever.
| answered you in the secret place of thunder; 16 But he would feed you[e] with the finest of the wheat,
| tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah and with honey from the rock | would satisfy you.”

Numbers 20:1-21

The Death of Miriam

20 And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in
Kadesh. And Miriam died there and was buried there.

The Waters of Meribah

2 Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 3 And
the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Would that we had perished when our brothers perished before the Lord! 4 Why have
you brought the assembly of the Lord into this wilderness, that we should die here, both we and our cattle? 5 And why have you
made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no place for grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is no
water to drink.” 6 Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and fell on
their faces. And the glory of the Lord appeared to them, 7 and the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 8 “Take the staff, and assemble the
congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the
rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle.” 9 And Moses took the staff from before the Lord, as he com-
manded him.

Moses Strikes the Rock

10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them, “Hear now, you rebels: shall we
bring water for you out of this rock?” 11 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 12 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not be-
lieve in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that |
have given them.” 13 These are the waters of Meribah,[a] where the people of Israel quarreled with the Lord, and through them he
showed himself holy.

Edom Refuses Passage
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14 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom: “Thus says your brother Israel: You know all the hardship that we have
met: 15 how our fathers went down to Egypt, and we lived in Egypt a long time. And the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and our fa-
thers. 16 And when we cried to the Lord, he heard our voice and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. And here we are in
Kadesh, a city on the edge of your territory. 17 Please let us pass through your land. We will not pass through field or vineyard, or
drink water from a well. We will go along the King's Highway. We will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have
passed through your territory.” 18 But Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through, lest | come out with the sword against

you.” 19 And the people of Israel said to him, “We will go up by the highway, and if we drink of your water, | and my livestock, then |
will pay for it. Let me only pass through on foot, nothing more.” 20 But he said, “You shall not pass through.” And Edom came out
against them with a large army and with a strong force. 21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his territory, so Isra-

el turned away from him.

Luke 20:19-44

Paying Taxes to Caesar

19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable
against them, but they feared the people. 20 So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch
him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, “Teacher,
we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality,[a] but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to

give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius.[b] Whose likeness
and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar's.” 25 He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to
God the things that are God's.” 26 And they were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling
at his answer they became silent.

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection

27 There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, 28 and they asked him a question, saying,
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, having a wife but no children, the man[c] must take the widow and raise up
offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died without children. 30 And the sec-

ond 31 and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no children and died. 32 Afterward the woman also died. 33 In the resurrec-
tion, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.”

34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy to attain
to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because
they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons[d] of the resurrection. 37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed,
in the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is
not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” 39 Then some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have spoken

well.” 40 For they no longer dared to ask him any question.

Whose Son Is the Christ?

41 But he said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is David's son? 42 For David himself says in the Book of Psalms,

“‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

43 until | make your enemies your footstoo
44 David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his son?”

1.7

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins.” These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has
exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.”
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Psalm 82
Rescue the Weak and Needy
A Psalm of Asaph.
82 God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:
2 “How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked? Selah
3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless;
maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.
4 Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”
5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
6 | said, “You are gods,
sons of the Most High, all of you;
7 nevertheless, like men you shall die,
and fall like any prince.”[a]
8 Arise, O God, judge the earth;
for you shall inherit all the nations!

Numbers 20:22-21:9

The Death of Aaron

22 And they journeyed from Kadesh, and the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came to Mount Hor. 23 And the Lord said to
Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, on the border of the land of Edom, 24 “Let Aaron be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter
the land that | have given to the people of Israel, because you rebelled against my command at the waters of Meribah. 25 Take
Aaron and Eleazar his son and bring them up to Mount Hor. 26 And strip Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son.
And Aaron shall be gathered to his people and shall die there.” 27 Moses did as the Lord commanded. And they went up Mount Hor
in the sight of all the congregation. 28 And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son. And Aaron died
there on the top of the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29 And when all the congregation saw
that Aaron had perished, all the house of Israel wept for Aaron thirty days.

Arad Destroyed

21 When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb, heard that Israel was coming by the way of Atharim, he fought
against Israel, and took some of them captive. 2 And Israel vowed a vow to the Lord and said, “If you will indeed give this people
into my hand, then | will devote their cities to destruction.”[a] 3 And the Lord heeded the voice of Israel and gave over the Canaan-
ites, and they devoted them and their cities to destruction. So the name of the place was called Hormah.[b]

The Bronze Serpent

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the
way. 5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people,

and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we
have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall
live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze[c] serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent
and live.
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Luke 20:45-21:19

Beware of the Scribes

45 And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 46 “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and
love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 47 who devour widows'
houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

The Widow's Offering

21 Jesus[a] looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2 and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper
coins.[b] 3 And he said, “Truly, | tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple

5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things
that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7 And they
asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sigh when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he

said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘l am he!” and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after
them. 9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at
once.”

Jesus Foretells Wars and Persecution

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in
various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all this they will lay their
hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings

and governors for my name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to medi-
tate beforehand how to answer, 15 for | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand
or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers[c] and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to
death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain
your lives.

Who receives this sacrament worthily?

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in
these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”

But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts
to believe.
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Psalm 25:1-15
Teach Me Your Paths
Of David.
25 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
2 O my God, in you | trust;
let me not be put to shame;
let not my enemies exult over me.
3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.
6 Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!

Num. 11:24-30

8 Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
11 For your name's sake, O Lord,
pardon my guilt, for it is great.
12 Who is the man who fears the Lord?
Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose.
13 His soul shall abide in well-being,
and his offspring shall inherit the land.
14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,
and he makes known to them his covenant.
15 My eyes are ever toward the Lord,
for he will pluck my feet out of the net.

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered seventy men of the elders of the people and
placed them around the tent. 25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on
him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.
26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were
among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and
told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth,
said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord's people were
prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 30 And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

John 7:37-39

Rivers of Living Water

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and

drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”” 39 Now this he said
about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified.



May 24

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.
19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, en-
couragement, and promise are given.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Gala-
tians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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