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Monday

Psalm 61 Let me take refuge under the shelter of your wings! Selah
Lead Me to the Rock 5 For you, O God, have heard my vows;
To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. Of David. you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.
61 Hear my cry, O God, 6 Prolong the life of the king;

listen to my prayer; may his years endure to all generations!
2 from the end of the earth I call to you 7 May he be enthroned forever before God;

when my heart is faint. appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him!
Lead me to the rock 8 So will | ever sing praises to your name,

that is higher than I, as | perform my vows day after day.

3 for you have been my refuge,
a strong tower against the enemy.
4 Let me dwell in your tent forever!

Leviticus 9:1-24

The Lord Accepts Aaron's Offering

9 On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel, 2 and he said to Aaron, “Take for yourself a bull calf
for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without blemish, and offer them before the Lord. 3 And say to the people of
Israel, “Take a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb, both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering, 4 and an ox
and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the Lord, and a grain offering mixed with oil, for today the Lord will appear to
you.”” 5 And they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and all the congregation drew near and stood
before the Lord. 6 And Moses said, “This is the thing that the Lord commanded you to do, that the glory of the Lord may appear to
you.” 7 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement
for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people and make atonement for them, as the Lord has commanded.”
8 So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. 9 And the sons of Aaron presented
the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of
the altar. 10 But the fat and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned on the altar, as

the Lord commanded Moses. 11 The flesh and the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp.

12 Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aaron's sons handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar. 13 And
they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head, and he burned them on the altar. 14 And he washed the en-
trails and the legs and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar.

15 Then he presented the people's offering and took the goat of the sin offering that was for the people and killed it and offered it
as a sin offering, like the first one. 16 And he presented the burnt offering and offered it according to the rule. 17 And he presented
the grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar, besides the burnt offering of the morning.

18 Then he killed the ox and the ram, the sacrifice of peace offerings for the people. And Aaron's sons handed him the blood, and
he threw it against the sides of the altar. 19 But the fat pieces of the ox and of the ram, the fat tail and that which covers the en-
trails and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver— 20 they put the fat pieces on the breasts, and he burned the fat pieces on the
altar, 21 but the breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved for a wave offering before the Lord, as Moses commanded.

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and he came down from offering the sin offering and the
burnt offering and the peace offerings. 23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they
blessed the people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. 24 And fire came out from before the Lord and consumed
the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.
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Luke 9:18-36

Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ

18 Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that |
am?” 19 And they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.” 20 Then
he said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

Jesus Foretells His Death

21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”

Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole
world and loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when
he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But | tell you truly, there are some standing here who will
not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”

The Transfiguration

28 Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to

pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two
men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure,[a] which he was about to accom-
plish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw
his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that
we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah” —not knowing what he said. 34 As he was
saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out
of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One;[b] listen to him!” 36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found

alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.

Introduction of Lord's Prayer and meaning
Our Father who art in heaven.

What does this mean?
Answer: By these words God would tenderly encourage us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so
that we may ask Him confidently with all assurance, as dear children ask their dear father.



Tuesday

Psalm 62 my mighty rock, my refuge is God.
My Soul Waits for God Alone 8 Trust in him at all times, O people;
To the choirmaster: according to Jeduthun. A Psalm of David. pour out your heart before him;
62 For God alone my soul waits in silence; God is a refuge for us. Selah
from him comes my salvation. 9 Those of low estate are but a breath;
2 He alone is my rock and my salvation, those of high estate are a delusion;
my fortress; | shall not be greatly shaken. in the balances they go up;
3 How long will all of you attack a man they are together lighter than a breath.
to batter him, 10 Put no trust in extortion;
like a leaning wall, a tottering fence? set no vain hopes on robbery;
4 They only plan to thrust him down from his high position. if riches increase, set not your heart on them.
They take pleasure in falsehood. 11 Once God has spoken;
They bless with their mouths, twice have | heard this:
but inwardly they curse. Selah that power belongs to God,
5 For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 12 and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.
for my hope is from him. For you will render to a man
6 He only is my rock and my salvation, according to his work.

my fortress; | shall not be shaken.
7 On God rests my salvation and my glory;

Leviticus 10:1-20

The Death of Nadab and Abihu

10 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized
[a] fire before the Lord, which he had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from before the Lord and consumed them, and
they died before the Lord. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord has said: ‘Among those who are near me | will be
sanctified, and before all the people | will be glorified.”” And Aaron held his peace.

4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Come near; carry your brothers
away from the front of the sanctuary and out of the camp.” 5 So they came near and carried them in their coats out of the camp, as
Moses had said. 6 And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his sons, “Do not let the hair of your heads hang loose, and
do not tear your clothes, lest you die, and wrath come upon all the congregation; but let your brothers, the whole house of Israel,
bewail the burning that the Lord has kindled. 7 And do not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting, lest you die, for the
anointing oil of the Lord is upon you.” And they did according to the word of Moses.

8 And the Lord spoke to Aaron, saying, 9 “Drink no wine or strong drink, you or your sons with you, when you go into the tent of
meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 10 You are to distinguish between the holy and the
common, and between the unclean and the clean, 11 and you are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes that the Lord has
spoken to them by Moses.”

12 Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his surviving sons: “Take the grain offering that is left of the Lord's food offer-
ings, and eat it unleavened beside the altar, for it is most holy. 13 You shall eat it in a holy place, because it is your due and your
sons' due, from the Lord's food offerings, for so | am commanded. 14 But the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed
you shall eat in a clean place, you and your sons and your daughters with you, for they are given as your due and your sons' due
from the sacrifices of the peace offerings of the people of Israel. 15 The thigh that is contributed and the breast that is waved they
shall bring with the food offerings of the fat pieces to wave for a wave offering before the Lord, and it shall be yours and your sons'
with you as a due forever, as the Lord has commanded.”

16 Now Moses diligently inquired about the goat of the sin offering, and behold, it was burned up! And he was angry with Eleazar
and Ithamar, the surviving sons of Aaron, saying, 17 “Why have you not eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary, since it
is a thing most holy and has been given to you that you may bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for them
before the Lord? 18 Behold, its blood was not brought into the inner part of the sanctuary. You certainly ought to have eaten it in
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the sanctuary, as | commanded.” 19 And Aaron said to Moses, “Behold, today they have offered their sin offering and their burnt
offering before the Lord, and yet such things as these have happened to me! If | had eaten the sin offering today, would the Lord have
approved?” 20 And when Moses heard that, he approved.

Luke 9:37-62

Jesus Heals a Boy with an Unclean Spirit

37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 And behold, a man from the crowd
cried out, “Teacher, | beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. 39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out.
It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, and will hardly leave him. 40 And | begged your disciples to cast it
out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am | to be with you and bear with you?
Bring your son here.” 42 While he was coming, the demon threw him to the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the un-
clean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43 And all were astonished at the majesty of God.

Jesus Again Foretells His Death

But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus[a] said to his disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into your

ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand this saying, and it was con-
cealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.

Who Is the Greatest?

46 An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. 47 But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a
child and put him by his side 48 and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me
receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one who is great.”

Anyone Not Against Us Is For Us

49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not fol-
low with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.”

A Samaritan Village Rejects Jesus

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him,
who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53 But the people did not receive him, because his
face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come
down from heaven and consume them?”[b] 55 But he turned and rebuked them.[c] 56 And they went on to another village.

The Cost of Following Jesus

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But
he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus[d] said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my
home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

1st Petition and meaning
Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean?
Answer: God’s name is indeed holy in itself. But we pray in this petition that it may become holy among us also.

How is this done?

Answer: When the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity and we as the children of God also lead holy lives in accordance with
it. To this end help us, dear Father in heaven. But anyone who teaches and lives other than by what God’s Word teaches profanes the
name of God among us. From this preserve us, heavenly Father.



Wednesday

Psalm 63 6 when | remember you upon my bed,
My Soul Thirsts for You and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 7 for you have been my help,
63 O God, you are my God; earnestly | seek you; and in the shadow of your wings | will sing for joy.
my soul thirsts for you; 8 My soul clings to you;
my flesh faints for you, your right hand upholds me.
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 9 But those who seek to destroy my life
2 So | have looked upon you in the sanctuary, shall go down into the depths of the earth;
beholding your power and glory. 10 they shall be given over to the power of the sword;
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, they shall be a portion for jackals.
my lips will praise you. 11 But the king shall rejoice in God;
4 50 | will bless you as long as | live; all who swear by him shall exult,
in your name | will lift up my hands. for the mouths of liars will be stopped.

5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food,
and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips,

Leviticus 16:1-24

The Day of Atonement

16 The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the Lord and died, 2 and

the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat
that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For | will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3 But in this way Aaron shall come into
the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He shall put on the holy linen coat and
shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are
the holy garments. He shall bathe his body in water and then put them on. 5 And he shall take from the congregation of the people
of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. 7 Then he shall
take the two goats and set them before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 And Aaron shall cast lots over the two
goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for Azazel.[a] 9 And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the Lord and
use it as a sin offering, 10 but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the Lord to make atonement
over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel.

11 “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall kill
the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the Lord, and two hand-
fuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13 and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the
cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14 And he shall take some of the
blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall
sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times.

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he
did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement for
the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he
shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17 No one may be in the tent of
meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and
for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord and make atonement for
it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all

around. 19 And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the un-
cleannesses of the people of Israel.
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20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the live

goat. 21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel,
and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the
hand of a man who is in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free
in the wilderness.

23 “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the linen garments that he put on when he went into the Holy
Place and shall leave them there. 24 And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and come out

and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement for himself and for the people.

Luke 10:1-22

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two[a] others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where
he himself was about to go. 2 And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, | am sending you out as lambs in the midst of
wolves. 4 Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace
be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 7 And remain in the
same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. 8 Whenever
you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has
come near to you.” 10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of
your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.” 12 | tell
you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.

Woe to Unrepentant Cities

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would
have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for
you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades.

16 “The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent
me.”

The Return of the Seventy-Two

17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in heaven.”

Jesus Rejoices in the Father's Will

21 In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden
these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.

[b] 22 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son isexcept the Father, or who the Father
is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

2nd Petition and meaning
Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
Answer: The kingdom of God comes indeed without our prayer, of itself. But we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

How is this done?
Answer: When our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead a godly life here in
time and there in eternity.



Thursday

Psalm 64

Hide Me from the Wicked

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

64 Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint;
preserve my life from dread of the enemy.

2 Hide me from the secret plots of the wicked,
from the throng of evildoers,

3 who whet their tongues like swords,
who aim bitter words like arrows,

4 shooting from ambush at the blameless,
shooting at him suddenly and without fear.

5 They hold fast to their evil purpose;
they talk of laying snares secretly,

thinking, “Who can see them?”

Leviticus 17:1-16

The Place of Sacrifice

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and h
thing that the Lord has commanded. 3 If any one of the house of

6 They search out injustice,
saying, “We have accomplished a diligent search.”
For the inward mind and heart of a man are deep.
7 But God shoots his arrow at them;
they are wounded suddenly.
8 They are brought to ruin, with their own tongues turned against
them;
all who see them will wag their heads.
9 Then all mankind fears;
they tell what God has brought about
and ponder what he has done.
10 Let the righteous one rejoice in the Lord
and take refuge in him!
Let all the upright in heart exult!

is sons and to all the people of Israel and say to them, This is the
Israel kills an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, or kills it outside

the camp, 4 and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the Lord in front of the tabernacle of

the Lord, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man. He has shed bl

ood, and that man shall be cut off from among his people. 5 This is

to the end that the people of Israel may bring their sacrifices that they sacrifice in the open field, that they may bring them to
the Lord, to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and sacrifice them as sacrifices of peace offerings to the Lord. 6 And
the priest shall throw the blood on the altar of the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting and burn the fat for a pleasing aroma

to the Lord. 7 So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to go
for them throughout their generations.

at demons, after whom they whore. This shall be a statute forever

8 “And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who offers a burnt offer-

ing or sacrifice 9 and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent
people.
Laws Against Eating Blood

of meeting to offer it to the Lord, that man shall be cut off from his

10 “If any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn among them eats any blood, | will set my face against that

person who eats blood and will cut him off from among his peopl
you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the bl

e. 11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and | have given it for
ood that makes atonement by the life. 12 Therefore | have said to

the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger who sojourns among you eat blood.
13 “Any one also of the people of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who takes in hunting any beast or bird that

may be eaten shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth. 14
[b] Therefore | have said to the people of Israel, You shall not eat
Whoever eats it shall be cut off. 15 And every person who eats w

For the life of every creature[a] is its blood: its blood is its life.
the blood of any creature, for the life of every creature is its blood.
hat dies of itself or what is torn by beasts, whether he is a native or

a sojourner, shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening; then he shall be clean. 16 But if he

does not wash them or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his iniquity.”
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23 Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24 For | tell you that many prophets
and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to

him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You
have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance

a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw
him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal
and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii[a] and gave them to the innkeeper,
saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, | will repay you when | come back.” 36 Which of these three, do you think,
proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to
him, “You go, and do likewise.”

Martha and Mary

38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus[b] entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And
she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the
Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary.[c] Mary has
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”

3rd Petition and meaning
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean?
Answer: The good and gracious will of God is done indeed without our prayer. But we pray in this petition that it may be done among
us also.

How is this done?

Answer: When God breaks and hinders every evil counsel and will that would not let us hallow the name of God nor let His kingdom
come, such as the will of the devil, the world, and our flesh. Instead, He strengthens and keeps us steadfast in His Word and in faith
until we die. This is His gracious and good will.



Friday

Psalm 65
O God of Our Salvation
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song.
65 Praise is due to you,[a] O God, in Zion,
and to you shall vows be performed.
2 O you who hear prayer,
to you shall all flesh come.
3 When iniquities prevail against me,
you atone for our transgressions.
4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near,
to dwell in your courts!
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house,
the holiness of your temple!
5 By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness,
O God of our salvation,
the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the farthest seas;
6 the one who by his strength established the mountains,
being girded with might;
7 who stills the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves,
the tumult of the peoples,

Leviticus 18:1-7, 20-19:8
Unlawful Sexual Relations

8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your
signs.
You make the going out of the morning and the evening to shout for
joy.
9 You visit the earth and water it;[b]
you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide their grain,
for so you have prepared it.
10 You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
11 You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

18 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, | am the Lord your God. 3 You shall not do
as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which | am bringing you.
You shall not walk in their statutes. 4 You shall follow my rules[a] and keep my statutes and walk in them. | am the Lord your

God. 5 You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: | am the Lord.

6 “None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness. | am the Lord. 7 You shall not uncover the naked-
ness of your father, which is the nakedness of your mother; she is your mother, you shall not uncover her nakedness.

Punishment for Child Sacrifice

20 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Say to the people of Israel, Any one of the people of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn in
Israel who gives any of his children to Molech shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3 |
myself will set my face against that man and will cut him off from among his people, because he has given one of his children to
Molech, to make my sanctuary unclean and to profane my holy name. 4 And if the people of the land do at all close their eyes to
that man when he gives one of his children to Molech, and do not put him to death, 5 then | will set my face against that man and
against his clan and will cut them off from among their people, him and all who follow him in whoring after Molech.

6 “If a person turns to mediums and necromancers, whoring after them, | will set my face against that person and will cut him off
from among his people. 7 Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for | am the Lord your God. 8 Keep my statutes and do
them; | am the Lord who sanctifies you. 9 For anyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death; he has cursed
his father or his mother; his blood is upon him.

Punishments for Sexual Immorality

10 “If a man commits adultery with the wife of[a] his neighbor, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to

death. 11 If a man lies with his father's wife, he has uncovered his father's nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death;
their blood is upon them. 12 If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; they have com-

mitted perversion; their blood is upon them. 13 If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomi-
nation; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 14 If a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravity;
he and they shall be burned with fire, that there may be no depravity among you. 15 If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be
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put to death, and you shall kill the animal. 16 If a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the
animal; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.

17 “If a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a daughter of his mother, and sees her nakedness, and she sees his naked-
ness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the sight of the children of their people. He has uncovered his sister's nakedness, and
he shall bear his iniquity. 18 If a man lies with a woman during her menstrual period and uncovers her nakedness, he has made naked
her fountain, and she has uncovered the fountain of her blood. Both of them shall be cut off from among their people. 19 You shall
not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister or of your father's sister, for that is to make naked one's relative; they shall bear
their iniquity. 20 If a man lies with his uncle's wife, he has uncovered his uncle's nakedness; they shall bear their sin; they shall die
childless. 21 If a man takes his brother's wife, it is impurity.[b] He has uncovered his brother's nakedness; they shall be childless.

You Shall Be Holy

22 “You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do them, that the land where | am bringing you to live may

not vomit you out. 23 And you shall not walk in the customs of the nation that | am driving out before you, for they did all these
things, and therefore | detested them. 24 But | have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their land, and | will give it to you to possess, a
land flowing with milk and honey.” | am the Lord your God, who has separated you from the peoples. 25 You shall therefore separate
the clean beast from the unclean, and the unclean bird from the clean. You shall not make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird
or by anything with which the ground crawls, which | have set apart for you to hold unclean. 26 You shall be holy to me, for |

the Lord am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine.

27 “A man or a woman who is a medium or a necromancer shall surely be put to death. They shall be stoned with stones; their blood
shall be upon them.”

Luke 11:1-13
The Lord's Prayer
11 Now Jesus[a] was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John
taught his disciples.” 2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say:
“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread,[b]
4 and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”
5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for
a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and | have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me;
the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. | cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 | tell you, though he will not get
up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence[c] he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9 And
I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks re-
ceives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks for[d] a
fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

4th Petition and meaning
Give us this day our daily bread.

What does this mean?
Answer: God gives daily bread, even without our prayer, to all wicked people; but we pray in this petition that He would lead us to
realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

What is meant by daily bread?

Answer: Everything that belongs to the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, field, cattle,
money, goods, a pious spouse, pious children, pious servants, pious and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace,
health, discipline, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.
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Psalm 66
How Awesome Are Your Deeds
To the choirmaster. A Song. A Psalm.
66 Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
2 sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise!
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to
you.
4 All the earth worships you
and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.” Selah
5 Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
6 He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
There did we rejoice in him,
7 who rules by his might forever,
whose eyes keep watch on the nations—
let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah
8 Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
9 who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
10 For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.

Leviticus 19:9-18, 26-37
Love Your Neighbor as Yourself

11 You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
12 you let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.
13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings;
| will perform my vows to you,
14 that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when | was in trouble.
15 | will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
| will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah
16 Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and | will tell what he has done for my soul.
17 I cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on[a] my tongue.[b]
18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19 But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me!

9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings
after your harvest. 10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You
shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: | am the Lord your God.

11 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12 You shall not swear by my name falsely, and

so profane the name of your God: | am the Lord.

13 “You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all night until the
morning. 14 You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: | am the Lord.

15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge
your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the life[a] of your

neighbor: | am the Lord.

17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of
him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as

yourself: | am the Lord.

26 “You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. You shall not interpret omens or tell fortunes. 27 You shall not round off the hair
on your temples or mar the edges of your beard. 28 You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: |

am the Lord.

29 “Do not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution and the land become full of
depravity. 30 You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: | am the Lord.
31 “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves unclean by them: | am the Lord your

God.
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32 “You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall fear your God: | am the Lord.

33 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. 34 You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with
you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: | am the Lord your God.
35 “You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity. 36 You shall have just balances, just weights, a
just ephah, and a just hin:[a] | am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37 And you shall observe all my
statutes and all my rules, and do them: | am the Lord.”

Luke 11:14-36

Jesus and Beelzebul

14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people

marveled. 15 But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16 while others, to test him, kept
seeking from him a sign from heaven. 17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid
waste, and a divided household falls. 18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that |
cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19 And if | cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be
your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that | cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21 When a
strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22 but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes
him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does
not gather with me scatters.

Return of an Unclean Spirit

24 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will
return to my house from which | came.” 25 And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings
seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.”
True Blessedness

27 As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the
breasts at which you nursed!” 28 But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

The Sign of Jonah

29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, “This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign will be
given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this
generation. 31 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of
Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and

behold, something greater than Jonah is here.

The Light in You

33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter may see the

light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is bad, your body is
full of darkness. 35 Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, having no part
dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light.”

5th Petition and meaning
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.

What does this mean?

Answer: We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins nor deny such petitions on account of them.
We are not worthy of any of the things for which we pray, neither have we deserved them. But we pray that He would grant them all
to us by grace. For we daily sin much and indeed deserve nothing but punishment. So will we truly, on our part, also heartily forgive
and readily do good to those who sin against us.
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Psalm 146

Put Not Your Trust in Princes

146 Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord, O my soul!

2 | will praise the Lord as long as | live;

7 who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free;

8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous.
9 The Lord watches over the sojourners;
he upholds the widow and the fatherless,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the Lord!

| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
3 Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.
5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,
6 who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

Seven Chosen to Serve

6 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists[a] arose against the Hebrews be-
cause their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and
said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers,[b] pick out from
among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a
man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte
of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of
the priests became obedient to the faith.

Stephen Is Seized

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged
to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and
Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen.

John 14:1-14

| Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life

14 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;[a] believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will
take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where | am going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also.[d] From now
on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long, and you
still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of
the works themselves.

12 “Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that | do; and greater works than these will he do, be-
cause | am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you
ask me[e] anything in my name, | will do it.
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, encour-
agement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Gala-
tians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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