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Psalm 55
Cast Your Burden on the Lord

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Maskil[a] of

David.
55 Give ear to my prayer, O God,

and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy!

2 Attend to me, and answer me;
| am restless in my complaint and | moan,
3 because of the noise of the enemy,
because of the oppression of the wicked.
For they drop trouble upon me,

and in anger they bear a grudge against me.

4 My heart is in anguish within me;
the terrors of death have fallen upon me.
5 Fear and trembling come upon me,
and horror overwhelms me.
6 And | say, “Oh, that | had wings like a dove!
| would fly away and be at rest;
7 yes, | would wander far away;
| would lodge in the wilderness; Selah
8 | would hurry to find a shelter
from the raging wind and tempest.”
9 Destroy, O Lord, divide their tongues;
for | see violence and strife in the city.
10 Day and night they go around it
on its walls,
and iniquity and trouble are within it;
11 ruinisin its midst;
oppression and fraud
do not depart from its marketplace.
12 For it is not an enemy who taunts me—
then | could bear it;

it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—

then | could hide from him.

Exodus 33:1-23
The Command to Leave Sinai

Monday

13 But it is you, a man, my equal,
my companion, my familiar friend.
14 We used to take sweet counsel together;
within God's house we walked in the throng.
15 Let death steal over them;
let them go down to Sheol alive;
for evil is in their dwelling place and in their heart.
16 But | call to God,
and the Lord will save me.
17 Evening and morning and at noon
| utter my complaint and moan,
and he hears my voice.
18 He redeems my soul in safety
from the battle that | wage,
for many are arrayed against me.
19 God will give ear and humble them,
he who is enthroned from of old, Selah
because they do not change
and do not fear God.
20 My companion[b] stretched out his hand against his friends;
he violated his covenant.
21 His speech was smooth as butter,
yet war was in his heart;
his words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.
22 Cast your burden on the Lord,
and he will sustain you;
he will never permit
the righteous to be moved.
23 But you, O God, will cast them down
into the pit of destruction;
men of blood and treachery
shall not live out half their days.
But | will trust in you.

33 The Lord said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to
the land of which | swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring | will give it.” 2 | will send an angel before you, and
I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing
with milk and honey; but | will not go up among you, lest | consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”

4 When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 For the Lord had said to Moses,
“Say to the people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single moment | should go up among you, | would consume you.
So now take off your ornaments, that | may know what to do with you.”” 6 Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of

their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.
The Tent of Meeting

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And
everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to
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the tent, all the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the

tent. 9 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord[a] would
speak with Moses. 10 And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise
up and worship, each at his tent door. 11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When
Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent.

Moses' Intercession

12 Moses said to the Lord, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,” but you have not let me know whom you will send with me.
Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.” 13 Now therefore, if | have found favor in your
sight, please show me now your ways, that | may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your
people.” 14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and | will give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go
with me, do not bring us up from here. 16 For how shall it be known that | have found favor in your sight, | and your people? Is it not
in your going with us, so that we are distinct, | and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

17 And the Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken | will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and | know you
by name.” 18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will pro-
claim before you my name ‘The Lord.” And | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom | will show
mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place
by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my glory passes by | will put you in a cleft of the rock, and | will cover you with
my hand until | have passed by. 23 Then | will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

Luke 7:1-17

Jesus Heals a Centurion's Servant

7 After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2 Now a centurion had a servant[a] who
was sick and at the point of death, who was highly valued by him. 3 When the centurion[b] heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders
of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is
worthy to have you do this for him, 5 for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our synagogue.” 6 And Jesus went with
them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for | am not
worthy to have you come under my roof. 7 Therefore | did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be
healed. 8 For | too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and | say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’
and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the
crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have | found such faith.” 10 And when those who had been sent returned
to the house, they found the servant well.

Jesus Raises a Widow's Son

11 Soon afterward[c] he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the
gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a consid-
erable crowd from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not
weep.” 14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, | say to you, arise.” 15 And
the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus[d] gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, say-
ing, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread through the whole
of Judea and all the surrounding country.

9th Commandment and meaning
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may

not craftily seek to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house,
or obtain it by a show «of justice and> right, or any other
means, but help and be of service to him in keeping it.
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Psalm 56
In God | Trust
To the choirmaster: according to The Dove on Far-off Tere-
binths. A Miktam[a] of David, when the Philistines seized him in
Gath.
56 Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me;
all day long an attacker oppresses me;
2 my enemies trample on me all day long,
for many attack me proudly.
3 When | am afraid,
| put my trust in you.
4 In God, whose word | praise,
in God | trust; | shall not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?
5 All day long they injure my cause;[b]
all their thoughts are against me for evil.
6 They stir up strife, they lurk;
they watch my steps,
as they have waited for my life.

Exodus 34:1-28
Moses Makes New Tablets

7 For their crime will they escape?
In wrath cast down the peoples, O God!
8 You have kept count of my tossings;|[c]
put my tears in your bottle.
Are they not in your book?
9 Then my enemies will turn back
in the day when | call.
This | know, that[d] God is for me.
10 In God, whose word | praise,
in the Lord, whose word | praise,
11 in God | trust; | shall not be afraid.
What can man do to me?
12 | must perform my vows to you, O God;
I will render thank offerings to you.
13 For you have delivered my soul from death,
yes, my feet from falling,
that | may walk before God
in the light of life.

34 The Lord said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and | will write on the tablets the words that were on
the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself
there to me on the top of the mountain. 3 No one shall come up with you, and let no one be seen throughout all the mountain. Let
no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain.” 4 So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morn-
ing and went up on Mount Sinai, as the Lord had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. 5 The Lord descended
in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 The Lord passed before him and pro-

claimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithful-

ness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands,[a] forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation” 8 And
Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. 9 And he said, “If now | have found favor in your sight, O Lord,
please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your
inheritance.”

The Covenant Renewed

10 And he said, “Behold, | am making a covenant. Before all your people | will do marvels, such as have not been created in all the
earth or in any nation. And all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the Lord, for it is an awesome thing that | will
do with you.

11 “Observe what | command you this day. Behold, | will drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Per-
izzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12 Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it
become a snare in your midst. 13 You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim 14 (for you
shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants
of the land, and when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, 16 and you
take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters whore after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods.

17 “You shall not make for yourself any gods of cast metal.

18 “You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as | commanded you, at the time
appointed in the month Abib, for in the month Abib you came out from Egypt. 19 All that open the womb are mine, all your male
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[b] livestock, the firstborn of cow and sheep. 20 The firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it
you shall break its neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. And none shall appear before me empty-handed.

21 “Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 22 You shall observe
the Feast of Weeks, the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year's end. 23 Three times in the year shall all
your males appear before the Lord God, the God of Israel. 24 For | will cast out nations before you and enlarge your borders; no one
shall covet your land, when you go up to appear before the Lord your God three times in the year.

25 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover remain until
the morning. 26 The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the Lord your God. You shall not boil a young
goat in its mother's milk.”

27 And the Lord said to Moses, “Write these words, for in accordance with these words | have made a covenant with you and with
Israel.” 28 So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the tab-
lets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.[c]

Luke 7:18-35
Messengers from John the Baptist
18 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, say-
ing, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the
Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21 In that hour he healed many
people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go and
tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers[a] are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the
dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
24 When John's messengers had gone, Jesus[b] began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilder-
ness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are
dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. 26 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’
28 | tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than
he.” 29 (When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just,[c] having been baptized with the baptism
of John, 30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)
31 “To what then shall | compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the market-
place and calling to one another,
“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’
33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has
come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 Yet wisdom
is justified by all her children.”

10th Commandment and meaning
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant,
or his maidservant, or his cattle, or anything that is his.

What does this mean?
Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may not

turn, force, or entice away our neighbor’s wife, servants, or
cattle, but urge them to stay and «carefully> do their duty.
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Psalm 57

Let Your Glory Be over All the Earth

To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam

[a] of David, when he fled from Saul, in the cave.

57 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,
for in you my soul takes refuge;

in the shadow of your wings | will take refuge,
till the storms of destruction pass by.

2 | cry out to God Most High,
to God who fulfills his purpose for me.

3 He will send from heaven and save me;

6 They set a net for my steps;
my soul was bowed down.
They dug a pit in my way,
but they have fallen into it themselves. Selah
7 My heart is steadfast, O God,
my heart is steadfast!
I will sing and make melody!
8 Awake, my glory![b]
Awake, O harp and lyre!
| will awake the dawn!
9 | will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;

| will sing praises to you among the nations.

10 For your steadfast love is great to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.

11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Let your glory be over all the earth!

he will put to shame him who tramples on me. Selah
God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness!
4 My soul is in the midst of lions;
| lie down amid fiery beasts—
the children of man, whose teeth are spears and arrows,
whose tongues are sharp swords.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Let your glory be over all the earth!

Exodus 34:29-35:21

The Shining Face of Moses

29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the moun-
tain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God.[a] 30 Aaron and all the people of
Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and
Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32 Afterward all the people of Israel
came near, and he commanded them all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.

34 Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came
out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of
Moses' face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Sabbath Regulations

35 Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of Israel and said to them, “These are the things that the Lord has com-
manded you to do. 2 Six days work shall be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the Lord.
Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. 3 You shall kindle no fire in all your dwelling places on the Sabbath day.”
Contributions for the Tabernacle

4 Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the thing that the Lord has commanded. 5 Take from among you
a contribution to the Lord. Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the Lord's contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue and
purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; goats' hair, 7 tanned rams' skins, and goatskins;[b] acacia wood, 8 oil for the light,
spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the
breastpiece.

10 “Let every skillful craftsman among you come and make all that the Lord has commanded: 11 the tabernacle, its tent and its
covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12 the ark with its poles, the mercy seat, and the veil of the
screen; 13 the table with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 14 the lampstand also for the light, with its
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utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light; 15 and the altar of incense, with its poles, and the anointing oil and the fragrant in-
cense, and the screen for the door, at the door of the tabernacle; 16 the altar of burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles,
and all its utensils, the basin and its stand; 17 the hangings of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the
court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and the pegs of the court, and their cords; 19 the finely worked garments for ministering[c] in
the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests.”

20 Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 21 And they came, everyone whose heart
stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the Lord's contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all
its service, and for the holy garments.

Luke 7:36-50

A Sinful Woman Forgiven

36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a
woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster
flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the
hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this,
he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for
she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, | have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”

41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay,

he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, | suppose, for whom he can-
celled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you
see this woman? | entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them
with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time | came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head
with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved
much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were at table with
him began to say among[a] themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved
you; go in peace.”

Close of Commandments and meaning
What Does God Say about All These Commandments?
Answer: He says:

| the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of
those who hate Me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My commandments. [Exodus 20:5-6]

What does this mean?
Answer: God threatens to punish all who sin against these commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not act contrary

to these commandments. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.
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Psalm 58 or of the cunning enchanter.
God Who Judges the Earth 6 O God, break the teeth in their mouths;
o the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam tear out the fangs of the young lions, O Lord!
[a] of David. 7 Let them vanish like water that runs away;
58 Do you indeed decree what is right, you gods?[b] when he aims his arrows, let them be blunted.
Do you judge the children of man uprightly? 8 Let them be like the snail that dissolves into slime,
2 No, in your hearts you devise wrongs; like the stillborn child who never sees the sun.
your hands deal out violence on earth. 9 Sooner than your pots can feel the heat of thorns,
3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; whether green or ablaze, may he sweep them away![c]
they go astray from birth, speaking lies. 10 The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance;
4 They have venom like the venom of a serpent, he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked.
like the deaf adder that stops its ear, 11 Mankind will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous;
5 so that it does not hear the voice of charmers surely there is a God who judges on earth.”

Exodus 38:21-39:31

Materials for the Tabernacle

21 These are the records of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the testimony, as they were recorded at the commandment of Moses,
the responsibility of the Levites under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 22 Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of
the tribe of Judah, made all that the Lord commanded Moses; 23 and with him was Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan, an engraver and designer and embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen.

24 All the gold that was used for the work, in all the construction of the sanctuary, the gold from the offering, was twenty-nine tal-
ents and 730 shekels,[a] by the shekel of the sanctuary. 25 The silver from those of the congregation who were recorded was a
hundred talents and 1,775 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary: 26 a beka[b] a head (that is, half a shekel, by the shekel of the
sanctuary), for everyone who was listed in the records, from twenty years old and upward, for 603,550 men. 27 The hundred tal-
ents of silver were for casting the bases of the sanctuary and the bases of the veil; a hundred bases for the hundred talents, a talent
a base. 28 And of the 1,775 shekels he made hooks for the pillars and overlaid their capitals and made fillets for them. 29 The
bronze that was offered was seventy talents and 2,400 shekels; 30 with it he made the bases for the entrance of the tent of
meeting, the bronze altar and the bronze grating for it and all the utensils of the altar, 31 the bases around the court, and the bases
of the gate of the court, all the pegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs around the court.

Making the Priestly Garments

39 From the blue and purple and scarlet yarns they made finely woven garments,[c] for ministering in the Holy Place. They made
the holy garments for Aaron, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

2 He made the ephod of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 3 And they hammered out gold leaf, and he
cut it into threads to work into the blue and purple and the scarlet yarns, and into the fine twined linen, in skilled design. 4 They
made for the ephod attaching shoulder pieces, joined to it at its two edges. 5 And the skillfully woven band on it was of one piece
with it and made like it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

6 They made the onyx stones, enclosed in settings of gold filigree, and engraved like the engravings of a signet, according to the
names of the sons of Israel. 7 And he set them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod to be stones of remembrance for the sons of
Israel, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

8 He made the breastpiece, in skilled work, in the style of the ephod, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined
linen. 9 It was square. They made the breastpiece doubled, a span[d] its length and a span its breadth when doubled. 10 And they
set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle was the first row; 11 and the second row, an emerald, a sap-
phire, and a diamond; 12 and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13 and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a
jasper. They were enclosed in settings of gold filigree. 14 There were twelve stones with their names according to the names of the
sons of Israel. They were like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 15 And they made on the breastpiece
twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 16 And they made two settings of gold filigree and two gold rings, and put the two rings on
the two edges of the breastpiece. 17 And they put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 18 They
attached the two ends of the two cords to the two settings of filigree. Thus they attached it in front to the shoulder pieces of the
ephod. 19 Then they made two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the
ephod. 20 And they made two rings of gold, and attached them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod,
at its seam above the skillfully woven band of the ephod. 21 And they bound the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod
with a lace of blue, so that it should lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, and that the breastpiece should not come loose
from the ephod, as the Lord had commanded Moses.
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22 He also made the robe of the ephod woven all of blue, 23 and the opening of the robe in it was like the opening in a garment, with
a binding around the opening, so that it might not tear. 24 On the hem of the robe they made pomegranates of blue and purple and
scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 25 They also made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates all around the
hem of the robe, between the pomegranates— 26 a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate around the hem of the robe
for ministering, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

27 They also made the coats, woven of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 28 and the turban of fine linen, and the caps of fine linen,
and the linen undergarments of fine twined linen, 29 and the sash of fine twined linen and of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, em-
broidered with needlework, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

30 They made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription, like the engraving of a signet, “Holy to

the Lord.” 31 And they tied to it a cord of blue to fasten it on the turban above, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

Luke 8:1-21

Women Accompanying Jesus

8 Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the
twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from
whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others,
who provided for them([a] out of their means.

The Parable of the Sower

4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to
sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And
some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called
out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

The Purpose of the Parables

9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom
of God, but for others they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.” 11 Now the para-
ble is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away
the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear
the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for what fell
among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life,
and their fruit does not mature. 15 As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and
good heart, and bear fruit with patience.

A Lamp Under a Jar

16 “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the
light. 17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18 Take
care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has
will be taken away.”

Jesus' Mother and Brothers

19 Then his mother and his brothers[b] came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your
mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are
those who hear the word of God and do it.”

1st Article and meaning
Creation
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?

Answer: | believe that God has made me and all creatures. He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my limbs, my rea-
son, and all my senses, and still preserves them. In addition, He has given me clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and home,
wife and children, fields, cattle, and all my goods. He provides me richly and daily with all that | need to support this body and life. He
protects me from all danger and guards me and preserves me from all evil. He does all this out of pure, fatherly, divine goodness and
mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this | ought to thank Him, praise Him, serve Him, and obey Him. This is most
certainly true.
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Psalm 59
Deliver Me from My Enemies

To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam
[a] of David, when Saul sent men to watch his house in order to

kill him.
59 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God;
protect me from those who rise up against me;
2 deliver me from those who work evil,
and save me from bloodthirsty men.
3 For behold, they lie in wait for my life;
fierce men stir up strife against me.
For no transgression or sin of mine, O Lord,
4 for no fault of mine, they run and make ready.
Awake, come to meet me, and see!
5 You, Lord God of hosts, are God of Israel.
Rouse yourself to punish all the nations;
spare none of those who treacherously plot evil. Selah
6 Each evening they come back,
howling like dogs
and prowling about the city.
7 There they are, bellowing with their mouths
with swords in their lips—

10 My God in his steadfast love[c] will meet me;
God will let me look in triumph on my enemies.
11 Kill them not, lest my people forget;

make them totter[d] by your power and bring them down,

O Lord, our shield!
12 For the sin of their mouths, the words of their lips,
let them be trapped in their pride.
For the cursing and lies that they utter,
13 consume them in wrath;
consume them till they are no more,
that they may know that God rules over Jacob
to the ends of the earth. Selah
14 Each evening they come back,
howling like dogs
and prowling about the city.
15 They wander about for food
and growl if they do not get their fill.
16 But | will sing of your strength;
| will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning.
For you have been to me a fortress
and a refuge in the day of my distress.
17 O my Strength, | will sing praises to you,

for you, O God, are my fortress,
the God who shows me steadfast love.

for “Who,” they think,[b] “will hear us?”
8 But you, O Lord, laugh at them;

you hold all the nations in derision.
9 O my Strength, | will watch for you,

for you, O God, are my fortress.

Exodus 39:32-40:16

32 Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished, and the people of Israel did according to all that

the Lord had commanded Moses; so they did. 33 Then they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its utensils, its hooks,
its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 34 the covering of tanned rams' skins and goatskins, and the veil of the screen; 35 the
ark of the testimony with its poles and the mercy seat; 36 the table with all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 37 the
lampstand of pure gold and its lamps with the lamps set and all its utensils, and the oil for the light; 38 the golden altar, the
anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the screen for the entrance of the tent; 39 the bronze altar, and its grating of bronze, its
poles, and all its utensils; the basin and its stand; 40 the hangings of the court, its pillars, and its bases, and the screen for the gate
of the court, its cords, and its pegs; and all the utensils for the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting; 41 the finely
worked garments for ministering in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons for their
service as priests. 42 According to all that the Lord had commanded Moses, so the people of Israel had done all the work. 43 And
Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as the Lord had commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses blessed them.
The Tabernacle Erected

40 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “On the first day of the first month you shall erect the tabernacle of the tent of

meeting. 3 And you shall put in it the ark of the testimony, and you shall screen the ark with the veil. 4 And you shall bring in the
table and arrange it, and you shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5 And you shall put the golden altar for incense be-
fore the ark of the testimony, and set up the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 6 You shall set the altar of burnt offering before
the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 7 and place the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in
it. 8 And you shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen for the gate of the court.

9 “Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and consecrate it and all its furniture, so that it
may become holy. 10 You shall also anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar, so that the altar
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may become most holy. 11 You shall also anoint the basin and its stand, and consecrate it. 12 Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons
to the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall wash them with water 13 and put on Aaron the holy garments. And you shall anoint
him and consecrate him, that he may serve me as priest. 14 You shall bring his sons also and put coats on them, 15 and anoint them,
as you anointed their father, that they may serve me as priests. And their anointing shall admit them to a perpetual priesthood
throughout their generations.”

16 This Moses did; according to all that the Lord commanded him, so he did.

Luke 8:22-39

Jesus Calms a Storm

22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set
out, 23 and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water and were in dan-
ger. 24 And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging
waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they marveled,
saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and they obey him?”

Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon

26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes,[a] which is opposite Galilee. 27 When Jesus[b] had stepped out on land, there
met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among
the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg you, do not torment me.” 29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the
man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the
bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many
demons had entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was
feeding there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came
out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned.

34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people went out to see
what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Je-

sus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed[c] man
had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be
with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went
away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.

2nd Article and meaning

Redemption

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heav-
en and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?

Answer: | believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my
Lord. He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of
the devil. He did this not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, so that | may
be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.
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Psalm 60

He Will Tread Down Our Foes

To the choirmaster: according to Shushan Eduth. A Miktam
[a] of David; for instruction; when he strove with Aram-
naharaim and with Aram-zobah, and when Joab on his return

and portion out the Vale of Succoth.
7 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine;
Ephraim is my helmet;
Judah is my scepter.
8 Moab is my washbasin;

upon Edom I cast my shoe;
over Philistia | shout in triumph.”[d]
9 Who will bring me to the fortified city?
Who will lead me to Edom?
10 Have you not rejected us, O God?
You do not go forth, O God, with our armies.
11 Oh, grant us help against the foe,
for vain is the salvation of man!
12 With God we shall do valiantly;
it is he who will tread down our foes.

struck down twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley of Salt.
60 O God, you have rejected us, broken our defenses;
you have been angry; oh, restore us.
2 You have made the land to quake; you have torn it open;
repair its breaches, for it totters.
3 You have made your people see hard things;
you have given us wine to drink that made us stagger.
4 You have set up a banner for those who fear you,
that they may flee to it from the bow.[b] Selah
5 That your beloved ones may be delivered,
give salvation by your right hand and answer us!
6 God has spoken in his holiness:[c]
“With exultation | will divide up Shechem

Exodus 40:17-38

17 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. 18 Moses erected the tabernac-
le. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19 And he spread the tent over the tabernac-
le and put the covering of the tent over it, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 20 He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and
put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil
of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 22 He put the table in the tent of
meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil, 23 and arranged the bread on it before the Lord, as the Lord had
commanded Moses. 24 He put the lampstand in the tent of meeting, opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle, 25 and
set up the lamps before the Lord, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 26 He put the golden altar in the tent of meeting before the
veil, 27 and burned fragrant incense on it, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 28 He put in place the screen for the door of the
tabernacle. 29 And he set the altar of burnt offering at the entrance of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered on it the
burnt offering and the grain offering, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 30 He set the basin between the tent of meeting and the
altar, and put water in it for washing, 31 with which Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet. 32 When they
went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the altar, they washed, as the Lord commanded Moses. 33 And he erect-
ed the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So Moses finished the work.

The Glory of the Lord

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter
the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their jour-
neys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not
taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and
fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.
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Luke 8:40-56

Jesus Heals a Woman and Jairus's Daughter

40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. 41 And there came a man named Jairus,
who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus' feet, he implored him to come to his house, 42 for he had an only daughter,
about twelve years of age, and she was dying.

As Jesus went, the people pressed around him. 43 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and
though she had spent all her living on physicians,[a] she could not be healed by anyone. 44 She came up behind him and touched the
fringe of his garment, and immediately her discharge of blood ceased. 45 And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all
denied it, Peter[b] said, “Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!” 46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for
| perceive that power has gone out from me.” 47 And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling
down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately

healed. 48 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”

49 While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher
any more.” 50 But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well.” 51 And when he came to the
house, he allowed no one to enter with him, except Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52 And all
were weeping and mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping.” 53 And they laughed at him, know-
ing that she was dead. 54 But taking her by the hand he called, saying, “Child, arise.” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got up at
once. And he directed that something should be given her to eat. 56 And her parents were amazed, but he charged them to tell no
one what had happened.

3rd Article and meaning

Sanctification

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

Answer: | believe that | cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian
Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise up me and all the dead and
will give eternal life to me and to all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.
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Psalm 23 5 You prepare a table before me

The Lord Is My Shepherd in the presence of my enemies;

A Psalm of David. you anoint my head with oil;

23 The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. my cup overflows.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 6 Surely[d] goodness and mercy[e] shall follow me
He leads me beside still waters.[a] all the days of my life,

3 Herestores my soul. and | shall dwell[f] in the house of the Lord

He leads me in paths of righteousness[b] forever.[g]

for his name's sake.
4 Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death,[c]

| will fear no evil,
for you are with me;

your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.

Acts 2:42-47

The Fellowship of the Believers

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe
[a] came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were to-
gether and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all,
as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their

food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day
by day those who were being saved.

John 10:1-10

| Am the Good Shepherd

10 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and
a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice,
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the
voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and rob-
bers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
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Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament

Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort
in Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, encour-
agement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Gala-
tians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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