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Monday

Psalm 49
Why Should | Fear in Times of Trouble?
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah.
49 Hear this, all peoples!
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
2 both low and high,
rich and poor together!
3 My mouth shall speak wisdom;
the meditation of my heart shall be understanding.
4 | will incline my ear to a proverb;
| will solve my riddle to the music of the lyre.
5 Why should | fear in times of trouble,
when the iniquity of those who cheat me surrounds me,
6 those who trust in their wealth
and boast of the abundance of their riches?
7 Truly no man can ransom another,
or give to God the price of his life,
8 for the ransom of their life is costly
and can never suffice,
9 that he should live on forever
and never see the pit.
10 For he sees that even the wise die;
the fool and the stupid alike must perish
and leave their wealth to others.

Exodus 22:20-23:13

11 Their graves are their homes forever,[a]
their dwelling places to all generations,
though they called lands by their own names.
12 Man in his pomp will not remain;
he is like the beasts that perish.
13 This is the path of those who have foolish confidence;
yet after them people approve of their boasts.[b] Selah
14 Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;
death shall be their shepherd,
and the upright shall rule over them in the morning.
Their form shall be consumed in Sheol, with no place to dwell.
15 But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol,
for he will receive me. Selah
16 Be not afraid when a man becomes rich,
when the glory of his house increases.
17 For when he dies he will carry nothing away;
his glory will not go down after him.
18 For though, while he lives, he counts himself blessed—
and though you get praise when you do well for yourself—
19 his soul will go to the generation of his fathers,
who will never again see light.
20 Man in his pomp yet without understanding is like the beasts that
perish.

20 “Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the Lord alone, shall be devoted to destruction.[a]

21 “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not mistreat any
widow or fatherless child. 23 If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, | will surely hear their cry, 24 and my wrath will burn,
and | will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.

25 “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact
interest from him. 26 If ever you take your neighbor's cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, 27 for
that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, | will hear, for |

am compassionate.

28 “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people.

29 “You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your presses. The firstborn of your sons
you shall give to me. 30 You shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep: seven days it shall be with its mother; on the

eighth day you shall give it to me.

31 “You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore you shall not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; you shall throw it to the

dogs.

23 “You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked man to be a malicious witness. 2 You shall not fall in
with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as to pervert justice, 3 nor shall you be

partial to a poor man in his lawsuit.

4 “If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him. 5 If you see the donkey of one who hates
you lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him.

6 “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit. 7 Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent and
righteous, for | will not acquit the wicked. 8 And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause

of those who are in the right.

9 “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
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Laws About the Sabbath and Festivals

10 “For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield, 11 but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the
poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with
your olive orchard.

12 “Six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; that your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son
of your servant woman, and the alien, may be refreshed.

13 “Pay attention to all that | have said to you, and make no mention of the names of other gods, nor let it be heard on your lips.

Luke 4:16-30
Jesus Rejected at Nazareth
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day,
and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it
was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

and recovering of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on
him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of him and mar-
veled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to
them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ““Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here
in your hometown as well.”” 24 And he said, “Truly, | say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, | tell you,
there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great fam-
ine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a
widow. 27 And there were many lepers|[a] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only
Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove
him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the
cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away.

3rd Commandment and meaning
The Third Commandment
You shall sanctify the holy day.

What does this mean?
Answer: We should fear and love God so that we

may not despise preaching and His Word, but
hold it sacred, and gladly hear and learn it.



Psalm 50

God Himself Is Judge

A Psalm of Asaph.

50 The Mighty One, God the Lord,
speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines forth.

3 Our God comes; he does not keep silence;[a]
before him is a devouring fire,
around him a mighty tempest.

4 He calls to the heavens above

and to the earth, that he may judge his people:

5 “Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice
6 The heavens declare his righteousness,
for God himself is judge! Selah
7 “Hear, O my people, and | will speak;
O Israel, | will testify against you.
I am God, your God.
8 Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;

I

your burnt offerings are continually before me.

9 | will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.

10 For every beast of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.

11 | know all the birds of the hills,
and all that moves in the field is mine.

Exodus 23:14-33

Tuesday

12 “If  were hungry, | would not tell you,
for the world and its fullness are mine.
13 Do | eat the flesh of bulls
or drink the blood of goats?
14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,[b]
and perform your vows to the Most High,
15 and call upon me in the day of trouble;
| will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
16 But to the wicked God says:
“What right have you to recite my statutes
or take my covenant on your lips?
17 For you hate discipline,
and you cast my words behind you.
18 If you see a thief, you are pleased with him,
and you keep company with adulterers.
19 “You give your mouth free rein for evil,
and your tongue frames deceit.
20 You sit and speak against your brother;
you slander your own mother's son.
21 These things you have done, and | have been silent;
you thought that I[c] was one like yourself.
But now | rebuke you and lay the charge before you.
22 “Mark this, then, you who forget God,
lest | tear you apart, and there be none to deliver!
23 The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me;
to one who orders his way rightly
I will show the salvation of God!”

14 “Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to me. 15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As | commanded you,
you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. None
shall appear before me empty-handed. 16 You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in the
field. You shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your la-

bor. 17 Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord God.

18 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the fat of my feast remain until the morning.

19 “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God.

“You shall not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.

Conquest of Canaan Promised

20 “Behold, | send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that | have prepared. 21 Pay careful
attention to him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him.

22 “But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that | say, then | will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adver-
saries.

23 “When my angel goes before you and brings you to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the
Hivites and the Jebusites, and | blot them out, 24 you shall not bow down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as they do, but you
shall utterly overthrow them and break their pillars in pieces. 25 You shall serve the Lord your God, and he[a] will bless your bread
and your water, and | will take sickness away from among you. 26 None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; | will fulfill

the number of your days. 27 | will send my terror before you and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall
come, and | will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And | will send hornets[b] before you, which shall drive out the
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Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 29 | will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land be-
come desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. 30 Little by little | will drive them out from before you, until you have in-
creased and possess the land. 31 And | will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness to
the Euphrates,[c] for | will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you. 32 You shall make
no covenant with them and their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their
gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”

Luke 4:31-44

Jesus Heals a Man with an Unclean Demon

31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his
teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33 And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he
cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha![a] What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who
you are—the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown
him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What
is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 And reports about him went
out into every place in the surrounding region.

Jesus Heals Many

38 And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they
appealed to him on her behalf. 39 And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began
to serve them.

40 Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his
hands on every one of them and healed them. 41 And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he re-
buked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.

Jesus Preaches in Synagogues

42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would have
kept him from leaving them, 43 but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well;
for | was sent for this purpose.” 44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.[b]

4th Commandment and meaning
The Fourth Commandment
You shall honor your father and your mother <that it may be well with you and you may live long upon the earth>.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we
may not despise or anger our parents and masters,
but give them honor, serve them, obey

them, and hold them in love and esteem.



Wednesday

Psalm 51
Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, when Nathan the proph-
et went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.
51 Have mercy on me,[a] O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!
3 For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you only, have | sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.
5 Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
7 Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have broken rejoice.

Exodus 24:1-18
The Covenant Confirmed

9 Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right[b] spirit within me.
11 Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.
13 Then | will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.
15 O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or | would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem;
19 then will you delight in right sacrifices,
in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.

24 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship
from afar. 2 Moses alone shall come near to the Lord, but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with
him.”

3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the rules.[a] And all the people answered with one voice and
said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 4 And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the
morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent
young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6 And Moses took
half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and
read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 And Moses
took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accord-
ance with all these words.”

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel. There
was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11 And he did not lay his hand on the
chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that | may give you the tablets of stone, with the law
and the commandment, which | have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went

up into the mountain of God. 14 And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are
with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”

15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and
the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of
the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the
cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
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Luke 5:1-16

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

5 On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of

Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into
one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the
boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Si-
mon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word | will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had done
this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come
and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the
catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus
said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”[a] 11 And when they had brought their boats to land, they
left everything and followed him.

Jesus Cleanses a Leper

12 While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy.[b] And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him,
“Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 13 And Jesus][c] stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And
immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering
for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 15 But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great
crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 16 But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray.

5th Commandment and meaning
The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we
may not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body,
but help and befriend him in every bodily need
[in every need and danger of life and body].



Thursday

Psalm 52 7 “See the man who would not make
The Steadfast Love of God Endures God his refuge,
To the choirmaster. A Maskil[a] of David, when Doeg, the but trusted in the abundance of his riches
Edomite, came and told Saul, “David has come to the house of and sought refuge in his own destruction!”[b]
Ahimelech.” 8 But | am like a green olive tree
52 Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man? in the house of God.
The steadfast love of God endures all the day. I trust in the steadfast love of God
2 Your tongue plots destruction, forever and ever.
like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit. 9 1 will thank you forever,
3 You love evil more than good, because you have done it.
and lying more than speaking what is right. Selah I will wait for your name, for it is good,
4 You love all words that devour, in the presence of the godly.

O deceitful tongue.
5 But God will break you down forever;

he will snatch and tear you from your tent;

he will uproot you from the land of the living. Selah
6 The righteous shall see and fear,

and shall laugh at him, saying,

Exodus 25:1-22

Contributions for the Sanctuary

25 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every man whose heart
moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 3 And this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver,
and bronze, 4 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 5 tanned rams' skins, goatskins,[a] acacia

wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for setting, for

the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that | may dwell in their midst. 9 Exactly as | show you
concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.

The Ark of the Covenant

10 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits[b] and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and
a half its height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of
gold around it. 12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its four feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two rings
on the other side of it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles into the
rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. 15 The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from
it. 16 And you shall put into the ark the testimony that | shall give you.

17 “You shall make a mercy seat[c] of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. 18 And
you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one
cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two
ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to anoth-
er; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. 21 And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the
ark you shall put the testimony that | shall give you. 22 There | will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between
the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, | will speak with you about all that | will give you in commandment for the
people of Israel.
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Luke 5:17-39

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from every village
of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal.[a] 18 And behold, some men were bring-
ing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring
him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Je-

sus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to ques-
tion, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he
answered them, “Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and
walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was para-
lyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 25 And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had
been lying on and went home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe,
saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”

Jesus Calls Levi

27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, “Follow me.” 28 And leaving
everything, he rose and followed him.

29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with
them. 30 And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and
sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 | have not come
to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”

A Question About Fasting

33 And they said to him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and
drink.” 34 And Jesus said to them, “Can you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? 35 The days will come
when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” 36 He also told them a parable: “No one tears
a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the piece from the new will not
match the old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and
the skins will be destroyed. 38 But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine desires new, for
he says, ‘The old is good.””[b]

6th Commandment and meaning
The Sixth Commandment
You shall not commit adultery.

What does this mean?
Answer: We should fear and love God so that

we may lead a pure and decent life in words and
deeds, and each love and honor his spouse.



Friday

Psalm 53 5 There they are, in great terror,
There Is None Who Does Good where there is no terror!
To the choirmaster: according to Mahalath. A Maskil[a] of Da-  For God scatters the bones of him who encamps against you;
vid. you put them to shame, for God has rejected them.
53 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 6 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; When God restores the fortunes of his people,
there is none who does good. let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

2 God looks down from heaven
on the children of man
to see if there are any who understand, [b]
who seek after God.
3 They have all fallen away;
together they have become corrupt;
there is none who does good,
not even one.
4 Have those who work evil no knowledge,
who eat up my people as they eat bread,
and do not call upon God?

Exodus 31:1-18

Oholiab and Bezalel

31 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “See, | have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and | have filled
him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4 to devise artistic designs, to work in
gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. 6 And behold, | have appointed
with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And | have given to all able men ability, that they may make all that |
have commanded you: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat that is on it, and all the furnishings
of the tent, 8 the table and its utensils, and the pure lampstand with all its utensils, and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar of burnt
offering with all its utensils, and the basin and its stand, 10 and the finely worked garments,[a] the holy garments for Aaron the
priest and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense for the Holy Place.
According to all that | have commanded you, they shall do.”

The Sabbath

12 And the Lord said to Moses, 13 “You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, ‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this
is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the Lord, sanctify you. 14 You shall keep the
Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who profanes it shall be put to death. Whoever does any work on it, that soul shall be
cut off from among his people. 15 Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to

the Lord. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. 16 Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the Sab-
bath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant forever. 17 It is a sign forever between me and the people
of Israel that in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.””

18 And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of
stone, written with the finger of God.



April 17

Luke 6:1-19

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

6 On a Sabbath,[a] while he was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked and ate some heads of grain, rubbing them in
their hands. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?” 3 And Jesus answered
them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 how he entered the house of God
and took and ate the bread of the Presence, which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those with

him?” 5 And he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

A Man with a Withered Hand

6 On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was withered. 7 And the
scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so that they might find a reason to accuse
him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come and stand here.” And he rose and stood
there. 9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy

it?” 10 And after looking around at them all he said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand was restored. 11 But
they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.

The Twelve Apostles

12 In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called
his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother,
and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who
was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Jesus Ministers to a Great Multitude

17 And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from
all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and
healed them all.

7th Commandment and meaning
The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may
not take our neighbor’s money or property, nor get
them with bad products or deals, but help him to
improve and protect his property and business.



Saturday

Psalm 54 5 He will return the evil to my enemies;

The Lord Upholds My Life in your faithfulness put an end to them.

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Maskil[a] of 6 With a freewill offering | will sacrifice to you;

David, when the Ziphites went and told Saul, “Is not David I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good.
hiding among us?” 7 For he has delivered me from every trouble,

54 O God, save me by your name, and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.

and vindicate me by your might.
2 O God, hear my prayer;
give ear to the words of my mouth.
3 For strangers[b] have risen against me;
ruthless men seek my life;
they do not set God before themselves. Selah
4 Behold, God is my helper;
the Lord is the upholder of my life.

Exodus 32:1-14

The Golden Calf

32 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron
and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we do not know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives,
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and
brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a goldenl[a] calf.
And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an
altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” 6 And they rose up early the next
day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.

7 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted them-
selves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way that | commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 And
the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10 Now therefore let me alone, that my
wrath may burn hot against them and | may consume them, in order that | may make a great nation of you.”

11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did
he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger
and relent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by
your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give
to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.”” 14 And the Lord relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his
people.



April 18

Luke 6:20-38

The Beatitudes

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the
Son of Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the proph-
ets.

Jesus Pronounces Woes

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.

26 “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets.

Love Your Enemies

27 “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold
your tunic[a] either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them

back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.

32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to
those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies,
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is
kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

Judging Others

37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give,
and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the meas-
ure you use it will be measured back to you.”

8th Commandment and meaning
The Eighth Commandment
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

What does this mean?

Answer: We should fear and love God so that we may
not deceitfully belie, betray, slander, or defame our
neighbor, but defend him, <think and> speak well of
him, and put the best construction on everything.



Psalm 116:1-14; antiphon: v. 5

| Love the Lord

116 | love the Lord, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.

2 Because he inclined his ear to me,

therefore | will call on him as long as | live.

3 The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
| suffered distress and anguish.

4 Then | called on the name of the Lord:
“0 Lord, | pray, deliver my soul!”

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
our God is merciful.

6 The Lord preserves the simple;
when | was brought low, he saved me.

7 Return, O my soul, to your rest;

for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Peter's Sermon at Pentecost

Sunday

8 For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling;

9 | will walk before the Lord
in the land of the living.

10 | believed, even whenla] | spoke:
“I am greatly afflicted”;

11 | said in my alarm,
“All mankind are liars.”

12 What shall | render to the Lord
for all his benefits to me?

13 | will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord,

14 | will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let
this be known to you, and give ear to my words.

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you cruci-
fied.”

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we
do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls.



April 19

Luke 24:13-35

On the Road to Emmaus

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking
with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew
near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that
you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him,
“Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to
them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word be-
fore God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified

him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things
happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they
did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer
these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning himself.

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly,
saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table
with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.
And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road,
while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven

and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they
told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Christian Questions with Their Answers

Prepared by Dr. Martin Luther for those who intend to go to the Sacrament
Christians may ask themselves these questions:

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?

Yes, | believe it. | am a sinner.

2. How do you know this?

From the Ten Commandments, which | have not kept.

3. Are you sorry for your sins?

Yes, | am sorry that | have sinned against God.

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?

His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Rom. 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?

Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?

In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

7. Who is Christ?

The Son of God, true God and man.

8. How many Gods are there?

Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?

He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.
10. Did the Father also die for you?

He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true man. He died for me and shed His
blood for me.

Continued



Christian Questions with Their Answers continued

11. How do you know this?

From the holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the words of institution?

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me.”

13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?

Yes, | believe it.

14. What convinces you to believe this?

The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.

15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His pledge?

We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us: This do, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me.

16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?

First, so that we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only Christ, true God and man, could do
that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in
Christ alone, and through faith in Him be saved.

17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?

His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5; Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.

18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?

That | may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from Him to love God and my neighbor.

19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?

First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need, because of which the command, encour-
agement, and promise are given.

20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has flesh and blood. Then he
should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in
the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5.
Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace,
within or without, as the Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.

Note: These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the venerable and
devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Gala-
tians in chapter six: “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
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