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Description automatically generated]Regular Council Meeting
Monday, September 14, 2026
Location: Village of Perrinton Office



President Janell Dunham called the meeting to order at 6:59 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Council Present: Jason Blemaster, Cathy Feighner (late), Jerilou Gallagher, Keith Kaminski, Jim Mayer & Rick Wilson
Also Present: Janell Dunham, Julie Henry & John Ney 
Visitors: Bob Baxter & Steve Sopcy

PUBLIC COMMENT
Steve was just here to represent the county.  No report currently.

MONTHLY APPROVALS
Motion by Rick Wilson, seconded by Keith Kaminski , to accept the August 3, 2026, meeting minutes.  Motion carried by voice vote, 4 YEAS, 0 NAYS.
Motion by Jim Mayer, seconded by Jerilou Gallagher, to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion carried by voice vote, 5 YEAS, 0 NAYS.
Motion by Jason Blemaster, seconded by Jim Mayer, to accept the transaction reports.  Motion carried by voice vote, 5 YEAS, 0 NAYS.
Motion by Rick Wilson, seconded by Jerilou Gallagher, to pay the current bills.  Motion carried by voice vote, 5 YEAS, 0 NAYS.

DPW Report – AUG 26

° WATER
-July Monthly Operating Report and sample results submitted 8/5/26, AUG26 bacti sample 8/17/26
-Water meters installed to date – 146; meters remaining - 19

° WASTEWATER
-Discharge (NO DISCHARGE IN JUNE, JULY, AUG OR SEPT). MAY DMR submitted 6/18/26
-Lagoon fencing needs repairs.  We have made some repairs; more work is needed.  Some trees have been removed from creeks and the fence line. 
-Hole in discharge pipe to creek confirmed, will be having contractors look at repair/cost
-NuSystems (Clearbrooke) – Change feed location from Middleton to starting #6 trying to get more effective H2S reduction – Investigations continue.  John reported that it has eliminated 60% but wants 90%.
-Pump station #1 (Lakeside) Generator OUT OF SERVICE -Rental portable in place – Manual start needed but connected.  Manually test and exercise the generator every Monday.
-Pump station #1 (Lakeside) generator ordered – expected to be released 10/22/26 (release pushed back to 11/5/26); shipping to follow
Gen.- $ 31,557.00 Wolverine Power Systems
Install - $13,448.39 Wendell’s Electric
-Manhole search w/Fulton Twp for 2 manholes directly after pumping station #1; assume buried very deep during road construction.  Ground-penetrating radar could not locate them; still working with TWP to continue the search for the missing manholes.  These manholes are important parts of the force main system and would aid repair, assessment, and utility location if they can be located.
-Submitted damage and costs associated with the storm to FEMA for the cleanup of the S. Robinson St. area and utility damages and costs related to the wastewater pumping station generator at station #1
-FEMA Damage costs submitted: $45,205.39

° STREETS
-Storm sewer manhole repair on W. Elba needed in the street.  Direction of repair?  John was asked to get quotes; it would be local street funds.  He believes Miller Brothers will come in and redo, excavate, and put in a manhole.

° GENERAL
-Park Signs? Get cost/design
-DPW/Community Center generator/electrical panel upgrade- 7/28/26 generator installed (waiting on gas service by Blemaster Plumbing and meter upgrade by DTE), still waiting on panel update.)

°FD BUILDING

° EQUIPMENT
-Portable generator configured properly for all wastewater lift station use.  The selector switch for different power formats (single-phase, 120/243 3-phase, and 480 3-phase) will be reinstalled after the new generator is installed at pump station #1.

COMPTROLLER
Julie informed the council that a couple of areas in the audit were not entered correctly, so she received two letters, but she is working on these and will take care of them as soon as she can.  She had to make a resolution for a deficit elimination plan and have it approved.  Motion by Jason Blemaster, seconded by Jim Mayer, to accept the plan as written.  Motion carried by voice vote, 6 YEAS, 0 NAYS.

Julie told the council that the 2027 application from Gratiot County Parks & Recreation are out and what would/should we add to our park?  Benches were discussed adding 6 to the park in town and 2 at the ball firld.  Julie will get this all filed out and turned.  The deadline is November 1, 2026

OLD BUSINESS
Janell outlined items to gather information about hiring a new full-time DPW Operator.  Pay rate: $22.00-$23.00 per hour, depending on experience.  Holidays, vacation offered after 1 year, 40 hrs. per week, overtime, emergency call-in, sick leave, leave time, payments at separation of service, uniform/clothing allowance, pay period, life insurance, bereavement days, drug testing would be the same as our director.  Must have or be able to obtain a CDL License, as well as water & sewer licenses.  Retirement benefits were left as TBD.  This person would be under the DPW Director.  

Janell spoke about the need to resolve sewer ownership.  Janell stated that a tiered rate schedule could be assessed based on when houses were built.  Both parties, Village Council & Bob Baxter, Fulton Township Supervisor, agreed to ask their lawyers to draft a legally binding document stating that each municipality is a co-owner of Sewer #3 and will continue to operate as it has for the last 60+ years

NEW BUSINESS
MRWA met with the Township and our DPW, and they will be doing a smoke test.  This test will find leaks, breaks, clogs, and infiltration coming in from the sump pump, as this is against the law.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Jason Blemaster, seconded by Keith Kaminski, to adjourn at 9:52 p.m.  Motion carried by voice vote. 6 YEAS, 0 NAYS.
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