
 
 

 

 

March 15, 2026   Holy Eucharist    10:30 AM 
 

 

 
Welcome to St. Mary’s!  We are glad that you have joined us for worship. If you are visiting 
today, please fill out a visitor’s card and place it in the offering plate when it is passed to you.  
 
Today is the Fourth Sunday in Lent. During the Lenten season, our focus is on the need 
and desire we all have for the grace, hope, and love of God in Jesus Christ. It is also a time to 
recommit to spiritual practices that bring us closer to God, such as worship, prayer, service, 
simplicity, and study.  
 
Holy Eucharist begins on page 355 of The Book of Common Prayer.  Hymns are found 
in The Hymnal 1982, located in the pew rack in front of you.  
 
Children are welcome in worship! Nursery is available for children younger than 3K. 
Children in 3K-5K begin the service in Kids’ Word, room 203. Children age 1st-3rd grade 
begin in church and follow the crucifer to Children’s Chapel after the Gospel reading. All 
children will return to their families at the peace.  
 

  The nave supports those with hearing impairments via an audio induction 
loop. Please set your hearing aid to ‘T’ (Telecoil) setting.  
 
O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, in quietness 
and in confidence shall be our strength: By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we pray thee, to thy 
presence, where we may be still and know that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   

 —The Book of Common Prayer, 832 
 
 



The moments before worship are a special opportunity for silence, for reflection, and to come 
before God in prayer.  “Be still, then, and know that I am God” Psalm 46:11 

 
During the 40 days of Lent the word “Alleluia” will not be said or sung.   

This practice is part of the liturgical traditions associated with Lent. 
 
Voluntary –  
Chorale Prelude: O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß             setting – Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
Hymn in Procession 143 – The glory of these forty days    Erhalt uns, Herr 

(stanzas 1, 2, 3, & 4) 
 

A PENITENTIAL ORDER 
 
Opening Acclamation BCP 351 
 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  His mercy endures for ever.  
 
The congregation kneels. 
 
The Decalogue  BCP 350 
 
The Confession BCP 352 
 
Kyrie eleison – S96                                                                         setting – Franz Schubert 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

The Collect of the Day BCP 219 
 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and 
we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
 



The Lesson 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, 
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 
Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When 
they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse 
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and 
was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 
went to Ramah. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 23 (sung by the choir)                                                                        chant – Tone VIII.1 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 



5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 
The Second Lesson Ephesians 5:8-14  
 
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for 
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 
them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
Sequence Hymn 490 – I want to walk as a child of the light                           Houston 
 
The Gospel John 9:1-41 
 
Minister The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.                          
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When 
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud 
on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He 
kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said 
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They 
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the 
man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud 
and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some 



of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” 
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been 
blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received 
his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 
he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they 
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus 
to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is 
of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, 
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened 
my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?” And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when 
he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is 
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 
the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus 
said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 
those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said 
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 
Minister The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Children age 1st-3rd grade follow the crucifer to Children’s Chapel. 

 
The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan 
 
The Nicene Creed (standing) BCP 358 

 



The Prayers of the People (standing)  
 
The Reader begins 
With Christ and animated by your Holy Spirit, we pray to you our Father saying, “Intervene, 
O Lord, and make all things right.” 
 
In your Church and in its proclamation of your Gospel. 
Intervene, O Lord, and make all things right. 
 
In our public lives and institutions. 
Intervene, O Lord, and make all things right. 
 
In this world, and all that besets it. 
Intervene, O Lord, and make all things right. 
 
Among us, here, and as to the concerns we bear. 
Intervene, O Lord, and make all things right. 
 
On behalf of those who suffer. We pray for Jean, David, Gina, Jim, Ron, Mike, Mollie, and 
Pat.  
Intervene, O Lord, and make all things right. 
 
On behalf of the departed, that theirs may be a greater life. 
Intervene, O Lord, and make all things right. 
 
Make your holy presence known to all those who are faithfully undergoing weeks of study and 
prayer in preparation for confirmation.  
Intervene, O Lord, and make all things right. 
 
Particular prayers are invited silently or aloud. 
 
Celebrant concludes  
O God, by your grace you have called us at St. Mary’s on the Highlands to a goodly fellowship 
of faith.  Grant that your Word may be truly preached and truly heard, your Sacraments 
faithfully administered and faithfully received.  By your Spirit, fashion our lives according to 
the example of your Son, and grant that we may show the power of your life to all among 
whom we live; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
In the season of Lent, the Confession is at the beginning of the service. 

 
The Peace (standing)  BCP 360 
 



Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 
Parish Announcements  

 
All children return to participate in Holy Communion. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory  
 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 

In addition to the alms basin, St. Mary’s offers several ways to give electronically.  You may “Text to Give” by 
texting the keyword ‘SMOTH’ to 73256.  Text giving saves your payment method so you can quickly give the 
next time.  For more information on other methods of giving, please visit www.stmarysoth.org/give/waystogive/ 
 
At the Offertory – King Jesus hath a garden               Charles Wood/arr. Stephen Cleobury 
King Jesus hath a garden, full of divers flowers, where I go culling posies gay, all times and 
hours. There naught is heard but Paradise bird, harp, dulcimer, lute, with cymbal, trump and tymbal, and 
the tender, soothing flute. The Lily, white in blossom there, is Chastity: the Violet, with sweet 
perfume, Humanity. The bonny Damask-rose is known as Patience: the blithe and thrifty 
Marygold, Obedience. The Crown Imperial bloometh too in yonder place, 'tis Charity, of 
stock divine, the flower of grace. Yet, 'mid the brave, the bravest prize of all may claim the 
Star of Bethlem-Jesus-bless'd be his Name! Ah! Jesu Lord, my heal and weal, my bliss 
complete,make thou my heart thy garden-plot, fair, trim and neat.  
 Dutch tune; trans. G. R. Woodward 
 
At the Presentation (sung by all) Old 100th  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving  BCP 361 
 
Sanctus – S130 setting – Franz Schubert 
 
The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364 
 
Agnus Dei – S164 setting - Franz Schubert 
  

Any baptized person may receive Communion.  
Those who choose not to receive Communion may wish to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing one’s arms 

over one’s chest. Gluten free wafers are available by request. 

http://www.stmarysoth.org/give/waystogive/
http://www.stmarysoth.org/give/waystogive/


Movement is from the center aisle to a Communion station to receive the bread and wine.  
Then return to your pew by way of the side aisle. Ushers will be in the center aisles.   

 
Music during Communion 
Hymn 466 – Eternal light, shine in my heart (sung by all)                                    Ach bleib bei uns 
Hymn 499 – Lord God, you now have set your servant free (sung by all)                  Song 1 
 
Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 
 
Solemn Prayer 
 
Grant, Almighty God, that thy people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust 
in thy strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of thy loving providence; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn in Procession 538 – God of mercy, God of grace               Lucerna Laudoniae 

 
Dismissal  BCP 366 
 
Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ.     
People Thanks be to God.  
 

During the season of Lent, there will be no closing voluntary.    
The people depart in silence. 

 
 

 
The arrangements on the altar are given to the  

Glory of God and in loving memory of  
 

Elizabeth O’Neal Allen 
 

And 
 

Kathryn and Donald Bernard Sweeney 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ASSISTING IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Preacher  
The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan 

 
Celebrant  

The Rev. Richard Ahlquist  
 

Deacons 
The Rev. Deacon Kaki O’Flinn 

The Rev. Deacon John I. Kennedy Jr., MD. 
 

Musicians  
The St. Mary’s Choir 

Dr. John T. Lowe, Jr., Director of Music and Organist  
 

Assisting in Worship 
Fred Blackmon, Jr.  

 
Chalice Bearers 

    Ed Allen    Dean Nix 
    Jim Park  

 
Lay Readers 

Micki Haralson   Hugh Rushing 
 

Prayers of the People 
Julianna Wells  

 
Acolytes 

    Fred Blackmon, III  Spencer Weathers 
    James Trotter   Liza Trotter  

 
Ushers 

    Duncan Manley   Frederic Smith 
    Davies Hood   Jim Davis  
 

Greeters 
    Paul Angell    Betts Johnson  
 
 
 



Altar Guild 
    Melissa Bailey   Emily Rich 
    Evie Vare    Mary Hubbard  
      

St. Mary’s Flower Guild 
 

 
VISITING ST. MARY’S? 

 
Welcome! Please pick up a visitor packet from the table in the narthex. We also 
encourage you to fill out a Visitor Card (found on the back of the pew in front of you) 
and drop it in the offering plate. You can also scan the QR code to the right to 
complete the visitor card online. And please introduce yourself to one of the clergy 
after the service. Thank you so much for worshiping with us. 
 

St. Mary’s Building Access 
Please keep the motor court beneath RMH open for drop-offs or for those needing access to the 
elevator. To reach the worship space without using stairs, enter Drennen House from the motor 
court or from 12th Avenue and take the elevator to level 3R.   
 

Parking at St. Mary’s 
Monday-Saturday: Parking is available in four places. 
• The motor court. 
• The lot below the garden (Take steps to the garden and doors to Parish Office.) 
• The lot on 12th Avenue behind Ramsay High School (“St. Mary’s West Lot”) 
• Street parking  
Sunday: 
• The motor court is reserved for handicapped parking SUNDAYS ONLY. 
• The small lot at the AT&T building- This lot is available on SUNDAYS ONLY.  
• Street Parking on both sides of  12th Avenue  
Please note: 
• The lot across 12th Avenue behind Mellow Mushroom is a private lot to which we do not have access. Violators 

will be towed. 
• Make sure you have a parking decal on your car to avoid being towed from a St. Mary’s lot. These are available in 

the Parish Office. 
 

Wheelchairs Available 
Wheelchairs are available at the Parish Office reception desk, the entrance to Drennen House, and 
the connector.  Please feel free to use them if needed.  

 
City Action Partnership (CAPS) Service Available 

CAPS is in the 5 Points South neighborhood.  They are available to assist with dead batteries, locked 
cars, and the unhoused.  Please feel free to call them for assistance or to report a concern:  205-251-
0111. 



PARISH EVENTS 
 

Scan this code for quick, easy access to our website's EVENTS PAGE to view 
all event details, registration info, and links. 

 
Parish Fellowship Breakfast 

Sunday Mornings / 8:45 to 9:25 AM / Randolph Memorial Hall 
On any Sunday with Christian Education, we also offer a hot breakfast.  Join us in RMH for delicious 
food and even better company!  Suggested donation:  $5 per person ages 6+ / $20 family max.   

 
Adult Christian Education  

2026 St. Mary’s Lenten Lecture Series 
Sunday Mornings / 9:30 AM to 10:15 AM/ Randolph Memorial Hall 

We are pleased to present an outstanding lineup of speakers for this year’s Lenten Lecture Series. 
Each offers a unique perspective on theology and the shared journey of faith.  
• March 15:  The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan - Shaping Our Faith with Storytelling and Imagination  

March 22:  The Rev. Dr. Russ Levenson – The Best Tool in the Disciple’s Toolbox 
 

Adult Confirmation Classes 
Defining the Episcopal Tradition: from Aumbry to Zabriskie  

Concludes Today / Noon-1:30 PM / Room 309 
This conversation will prepare you for reception, confirmation, or reaffirmation when the Bishop 
visits St Mary's on April 19.  Facilitated by Richard Ahlquist and Huey Gardner.  

 
Weekly Study Gatherings 

• Rector’s Bible Studies:   
o The Men’s Study:  Tuesdays at 7:10 AM in Room 309.  
o The Women’s Study:  Wednesdays at 10:10 AM in Randolph Memorial Hall.  
o Both are offered via Microsoft Teams.  Email Melodie Elam to be added to the distribution 

list for study notes and Teams link (melodie@stmarysoth.org. 
• Devoted Small Group for Women:  Tuesdays, 9:15-10:30 AM in Room 307  This group 

discussion is open to all!  We explore scripture, devotionals, and Christian literature.  Questions? 
Contact Kaki O’Flinn at kaki@stmarysoth.org or 205-305-1514. 

• Bible & Book Study for Women:  Tuesdays, 1:00-2:00 PM in the Level 3 Atrium  A 
discussion-based study of  Liturgy of  the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren. Questions? Contact 
Katie Dewees: katie@stmarysoth.org.  

 
Easter Baskets St. Andy’s Pantry 

Club 456 (children in grades 4-6) ask for your help with their annual project to create Easter Baskets 
for the children of St. Andy's Pantry.  Ways you can support this project: 

• Assemble baskets: TODAY immediately following the 10:30 service in RMH. 

• Help with St. Andy's food and basket distribution:  Saturday, March 21, at 8AM at St. 
Andrew's.   

Questions?  Contact Elizabeth Moss at helloelizabethmoss@gmail.com.  
 

mailto:melodie@stmarysoth.org
mailto:kaki@stmarysoth.org
mailto:helloelizabethmoss@gmail.com


Easter Angel Choir for Children 3K-3rd Grade 
Rehearsals:  Sundays through March 29 / 9:00-9:25 AM  / Chapel. 

On Palm Sunday, March 29, rehearsal will be during the 10:30 service. The children will sing at the 9:00 AM 
Easter service. Scan the QR above to go to our Events page and sign up. 

 
Ladies Happy Hour 

Tuesday, March 17 / 5:30 PM-8:00 PM / Magnolia Point 
Grab a friend and join us on the patio of Magnolia Point (2234 Magnolia Ave S) for a relaxed 
evening.  Buy your own beverages and St. Mary’s will treat everyone to light appetizers.  No RSVP 
needed!  

Who Knew? Your Own Easter Basket 
* Thursday, March 19 / 12:30 PM / Living Room  

Dianne Matheson and parishioners will provide flowers, baskets, and creative sparks to create a 
bouquet or basket for your home. RSVP to Dianne so we can have enough supplies on hand   
(dianne.h.matheson@gmail.com).  * The March issue of The Messenger listed an incorrect day for this event.  
It will be THURSDAY, March 19.    

 
Parish Directory Picture Day 

Sunday, March 22 / 8:45 AM-9:15 AM / Randolph Memorial Hall 
Including your photo in Realm, our online parish directory, is a great way to strengthen our sense 
of community and stay connected as a church family. Please drop by so we can get your picture!  
Remember:  You can also upload your own photo or email one to Melodie Elam at melodie@stmarysoth.org. 

 
Concert and Choral Evensong / Sunday, March 22 

4:30 PM:  Organ Concert with Trevor Kahlbaugh 
5:00 PM:  Choral Evensong with the St. Mary's Choir featuring the music of Philip Stopford, 
Greg Evans, Joseph Narnby, Harold Friedell, and Gilbert Martin. 

A reception in Randolph Memorial Hall follows the service.  Please join us! 
 

Plam Cross Workshop 
Wednesday, March 25 / 11:15 AM / Randolph Memorial Hall 

Join members of the Altar Guild to make palm crosses for our Palm Sunday services.  Immediately 
following Huey's Bible Study.  No experience or special skills needed! 

 
Jr. Creative Arts Ministry 

Sunday, March 29 / 3:00 PM / Room 208 
For girls in grades 4-6.  Join us and learn how to make decorative barrettes!  Register on the Events 
page of our website. 

 
Introducing Men’s Service Ministry 

We are pleased to announce a new ministry within the parish:  Men’s Ministry to the Parish. A 
group of our men has volunteered to staff this ministry, which will focus on providing services to 
parishioners, at their residences, who are unable, due to age, handicap, or lack of experience, to do 
such things as small repairs, hanging framed items, relocating furniture, etc.  Please direct requests 
for assistance to Meade Whitaker at mwhitaker@bradley.com or (205) 521-8261. 

mailto:dianne.h.matheson@gmail.com
mailto:melodie@stmarysoth.org
mailto:mwhitaker@bradley.com


VBS Registration 
VBS will be June 8-10.  Scan the QR code above to visit our Events website page and sign up 
your child.  PLUS!  We know you’ve got great ideas to share, so reach out to Katie Dewees at 
katie@stmarysoth.org or our VBS chairs Emily Rich at emrlewis@gmail.com or Laura Beale at 
Laurabbeale@hotmail.com to join the steering committee!  

 
Created for A Purpose:  July 20-24 

Created for A Purpose is a creative arts camp for girls rooted in Scripture and the good news of the 
Gospel. Rising 3rd–8th-grade girls are led by high school, college, and adult women from the parish. 
Interested in Serving? Scan the QR code above to visit our Events website page and apply or 
sign up. 

• Counselors: Rising 9th–12th grade girls & college women.  Rising 10th grade and older will 
receive a $200.  

• Adult Volunteers:  All women of  the parish can serve! 
                

 
ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Weekday Morning Prayer 

Monday-Friday / 8:40 AM  / Church 
All are welcome to join us for this lay-led daily office.  Enter Drennen House via the motor court 
door and take the elevator to Level 3R.  

Centering Prayer 
Tuesdays / 11:30 AM / Chapel 

Centering Prayer is an ancient Christian form of silent prayer that is ideal for both corporate and 
private worship.  Our group meets in-person and via Zoom.  Enter Drennen House and take the 
elevator to Level 3.  For Zoom:  meeting ID is 3891069314;  password is Prayer. 
 

Clothing Collection 
Our community ministry partner, Highlands United Methodist Church, manages a clothing closet for 
our neighborhood friends in need. We are collecting ONLY the items listed below to support 
this ministry: All donations can be left in the St. Mary's Outreach office. 
• Gently used men's and women's clothing (t-shirts, tops, sweatshirts, jackets, belts, pants) 
• Gently used men's and women's tennis shoes 
• New men's and women's underwear and socks 

 
Opportunities to Serve 

• GED Food Volunteers:  St. Mary’s GED program needs lunch and snack volunteers!  This is a 
fun, easy, and flexible way to serve an amazing and growing ministry.  For more information or to 
sign up, contact Allison Manley at 205-266-1199 or Allison.manley@gmail.com. 

• Highlands United Methodist Church Breakfast Ministry  St. Mary’s provides volunteers on 
Thursdays, 8:30-10:00 AM.  Questions?  Contact Monica Sargent (205-913-4689 or 
monica@stmarysoth.org).  To volunteer, please visit www.stmarysoth.org/outreach. 

 
 

mailto:Allison.manley@gmail.com
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Pastoral Care Ministries 
• The “Loving Well” Support Group for Caregivers meets on the first and third Tuesdays of  

each month at 2:00 PM in the Chapel. It supports parish caregivers, offering community and 
relief  from the loneliness and frustration of  caregiving. Facilitators are Cler Watkins and Kaki 
O'Flinn. 

• Home Communion:  If  you or someone you know is unable to worship in person and would 
like to receive a home communion visit, please get in touch with The Rev. Deacon Kaki O’Flinn 
at kaki@stmarysoth.org or 205-881-1532. 

• Hospital Visits:  If  you would like to specifically request a visit from the clergy or Pastoral Care 
Team member, please contact Kaki O’Flinn. 

                
 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
(Detailed schedule available at www.stmarysoth.org)  

 
The Sunday of the Passion-Palm Sunday: March 29 
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM*, and 5:00 PM*  Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist 
* Nursery provided. 
 
Monday-Wednesday, March 30-April 1 
12:05 PM  Noonday Holy Eucharist in the chapel 
 
THE TRIDUUM 
Maundy Thursday: April 2 
5:30 PM  Foot Washing and Holy Eucharist  Preacher: The Rev. Kaki O’Flinn 
Nursery provided. 
Good Friday: April 3 
12:05 PM  Good Friday Liturgy and Communion from the Reserved Sacrament  
  Nursery opens at 11:45 AM.  Preacher:  The Rev. Richard Ahlquist 
Immediately following: Stations of the Cross  Begins in the chapel 
6:00 PM  Good Friday Service for Youth in RMH 
Holy Saturday: April 3 
4:00 PM  Holy Baptism 
6:30 PM  The Great Vigil of Easter  Preacher: The Rev. H. Huey Gardner 
  Nursery provided for Vigil. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY: April 4 
7:00 AM  Holy Eucharist 
8:15 AM  Nursery opens for 9:00 and 11:00 services. 
8:45 AM  Music for Easter 
9:00 AM  Holy Eucharist- Family Service with the St. Mary's Choir, organ, brass, and timpani 
Livestream of the 9:00 AM service begins at 8:40 AM. 
10:45 AM  Music for Easter 
11:00 AM  Holy Eucharist with The St. Mary's Choir, organ, brass, and timpani 
2:00 PM Holy Eucharist at St. Martin’s in the Pines 

mailto:kaki@stmarysoth.org
http://www.stmarysoth.org/


PRAYERS FOR OUR PARISH 
 

You may email prayer requests to cissy@stmarysoth.org or call (205) 933-1140.  
 In an effort to stay current, names will be kept on the list for a month after the date given.  If you wish to 

continue beyond that, please contact us. 
  

For those who await the birth or adoption of a child: 
Charles and Olivia Lewis, Katherine and Jamie Justice, Ellie and Bradford Kidd     

  
Please pray for our parishioners and staff: 

John, Ann, Margaret, Bill, Pat, Ron, Gina, Mike, Dana, Jean, David, Mollie, Jim  
  

For our families, friends, and neighbors: 
 Donna, Sarah, Laura, CJ, Ed, Jase, Louis  

   
For those who are grieving: 

Family of Sue Brooks, Family of Henry Ratliff, Family of Glen Hale                          
 

For those who experience ongoing challenges: 
Patty, Judy, Patrick, Todd, Norma, Carley, Andy, Betty, Bart, Natalie, Linda  

  
And for those serving in the Armed Forces: 

Alex, Brian, Steven, Daniel, Marjory, Jack, Jesse, Richard, Jonah, Robert, John, Isabelle, Frank 
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ST. MARY’S ON THE HIGHLANDS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1910 12th Avenue South, Birmingham, Alabama  35205 

205-933-1140 / www.stmarysoth.org  
 
 

CLERGY 
 

The Reverend H. Huey Gardner, Rector 
The Reverend Richard Ahlquist, Associate Rector  
The Reverend Deacon Kaki O’Flinn, Pastoral Care 

The Rev. Deacon John I. Kennedy Jr., MD./Episcopal DIOALA Chaplain to UAB Medical Center  
The Reverend Grady Richardson, Associate Clergy 

The Reverend Gates Shaw, Associate Clergy 
 
 

LAY STAFF VESTRY 
 

Emily Ball – Asst. Children’s Minster  
John Bryant – Facilities Assistant  

Katie Dewees – Children’s Minister 
Melodie Elam – Director of Communications and 

Hospitality Ministries 
Jessica Hall – Youth and Young Adult Minister 

Cissy Hartz – Ministries Coordinator 
Dr. John T. Lowe, Jr. – Director of Music and 

Organist 
Anne Morgan – Asst. Children’s Minister 

Evan Pezant – Asst. Youth Minister 
Rhea Pelekis - Director of Finance 

Monica Sargent – Outreach Ministries 
Blair Trotter – Technical Support 
Matt Watson – Facilities Manager 

Cindy Wiley – Parish Engagement/Spirituality 
Ministries 

 

 
Cheryl Brakefield – Sr. Warden 
George Newton – Jr. Warden 

Lora Blalock 
David Cain 

Gordon Martin 
Clayton Trotter 
Camille Epps 
Emily Holmes 

Jeanie MacKenzie 
Larry Sedar 

Brooks Adams 
Bert Amason – Clerk  

Stuart Beale 
Kelly Seibels 

Elizabeth Wyatt 
 

Bentley Sloan – Treasurer 
Patrick Toomey – Asst. Treasurer 
Meade Whitaker – Legal Counsel 
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