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Message from Pastor Nathan 
  

Even in Lent, our readings from Romans at worship 
on Sunday point to the resurrection of Christ. For 
our council devotion this month, I took the liberty 
of translating Romans 8:6-11 (the second reading 
for the Fifth Sunday in Lent) into contemporary 
and a bit more expansive language. I am not a 
serious scholar of Greek, but I did my best with 
my working knowledge of Greek and the themes 
of Romans. So here it goes: 
 

6To orient one's mind on the lonely, fragile self is 
death, but to orient one's mind on the ever-present 
breath of God is life and peace. 7You see, the 
mind oriented on the lonely, fragile self eventually 
lashes out at God; it no longer constructively 
arranges itself under God's law. It simply is no 
longer capable! 8Those who are oriented on their 
lonely, fragile selves are simply not capable of 
making themselves acceptable to God. 
 

9But you are not stuck in your lonely, fragile 
selves; you are made alive by the ever-present 
breath of God, because the breath of God makes 
a home in your body. Anyone without the breath 
of Jesus does not have Jesus. 10But if Christ 
breathes in your body, even though, on the one 
hand, your lonely, fragile self feels dead because 
of failing to measure up, on the other hand, the 
ever-present breath of God in you is the source of 
your life(!) because God's final judgment in Christ 
has made you acceptable! 11If the breath of God 
who raised Jesus from the dead makes a home in 
your body, then God who raised Christ Jesus—
God's Anointed and Chosen One—from the dead, 
this one will also give life and breath to your 
dying, fragile selves through his ever-present 
breath that makes a home in your body. (Romans 
8:6-11) 
 

One of the gifts of resurrection is reaffirming the 
connection we have to all of life. As described in 
Genesis, the breath of God (or spirit or wind - 
it's all the same word in the original language of 
the Bible) is the source of life. The breath of God 
is everywhere. When Jesus dies, he pours out his 
spirit upon all people and all things (see John 
12:32 and 19:30). 
 

On Good Friday, we acknowledge that the 

moment of resurrection begins in Jesus' death. The 
spirit that enlivens him does not die on the cross 
but is released into the world to give us life. We 
might try to isolate and cut off ourselves from this 
breath of God. But in great love God finds us and 
re-connects with us with life through the death and 
resurrection of Christ. 
 

As we look forward to Easter, I am ever-grateful 
for the connection I have discovered with you in 
serving as your pastor. I felt this recently when our 
Church Council gathered for a retreat on March 
14th to formulate a Vision and Values statement 
for our life together in the next few years (see the 
announcement about this in this newsletter). After 
spending time in prayer, we talked. . . and talked 
. . . and talked! If it weren't for the looming 
snowstorm, we would have kept talking!  
 

One of the things I felt during this conversation 
was the heartfelt desire to continue deepening our 
relationships with each other while also opening 
our doors in welcome to others. There was also a 
heartfelt desire to continue collaborating and 
partnering with other churches and organizations. I 
see this as not a desire to "build our own little 
kingdom" but a desire to seek out and be open to 
how God is calling us to be embedded in and 
committed to our neighborhood and community. 
We don't want to go it alone as a church but want 
to be open to the Spirit already at work inside 
and outside our doors.  
 

This is the good news of Easter: We are not alone. 
God is still at work among us and outside us. New 
life awaits those eager to breathe in God's 
promises and breath out God's compassion. 
 

Happy Easter, dear people of St. Paul Lutheran! 
 

Pastor Nathan 
 

 

 



 

Children, Youth, and Family Simpson Housing Services 
  

.Join us for Toddler Tuesday on Tuesday, April 
14th and 28th from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM! It's 
a fun-filled morning designed just for toddlers, 
featuring engaging activities, interactive play, 
and opportunities for little ones to explore and 
socialize. 

 

Sunday Shine! April 19th! All About Creation! 
Join us on the third Sunday in April, following 
worship, for a fun and welcoming 
intergenerational activity! This is a 
great opportunity for all ages to 
gather, connect, and enjoy time 
together. There will be something 
for everyone, and yes, treats will be provided, 
because fellowship is always better with snacks. 

Today, Simpson provides an extended-stay 
shelter and critical resources for 66 guests (men, 
women, and non-binary people) 24 hours a 
day, 365 days per year. Guests are diverse in 
background, employment status, and physical 
abilities. Guests also have a variety of 
experiences with domestic violence, mental 
illness, or chemical dependency. They welcome 
each guest with dignity and respect, recognize 
each person’s personal strengths and barriers, 
and offer a safe space where guests can 
explore stable housing options and resources. 

They rely on the generous support of hundreds 
of volunteers and donors to help with basic 
operations of the shelter. Volunteers prepare 
meals in the shelter kitchen and serve lunch and 
dinner daily. Generous donors donate supplies 
such as toiletries, cereal, and coffee, as well as 
basic clothing items like socks, underwear, and t-
shirts. 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

ART 4 SHELTER 
 

First Look Luncheon: May 1st, 11:00 AM to 1:30 
PM – Tickets on sale now. Free Evening Event: 
May 1st, 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Location: Quincy 
Hall, 1325 Quincy St NE, Minneapolis 
 

Art 4 Shelter (A4S) is Simpson Housing Services’ 
signature annual benefit event, where generous 
artists donate art for a large art sale, marketplace, 
and online auction and it all culminates in a large 
scale art sale! This is Simpson’s largest fundraising 
event and proceeds benefitsSimpson’s mission to 
house, support, and empower people impacted 
by homelessness. Join us on May 1, 2026, at 
Quincy Hall in Northeast Minneapolis to celebrate 
16 years of impact! 

 

Synod Assembly-May 15th &16th 
 

The Synod Assembly will be held on May 15th 
and 16th at St. Andrew's Lutheran in Mahtomedi. 

Interested in learning 
more about the larger 
church and our 

partnership with 
Lutheran 

congregations in the 
Saint Paul Area? The 

annual Synod 
Assembly is a great 
opportunity! Our 
congregation is 
entitled to send three 
voting members (and 

additional visitors) for two days of inspiring 
worship, stimulating learning, and helping make 
decisions about governance, mission and 
finances, as well as elect members of Synod 
Council or other committees. This year, we will 
also elect our next bishop! Voting members are 
not designated “representatives” of a 
congregation (like elected officials), but they 
are asked to take seriously the responsibility of 
voting with their conscience for the well-being of 
the synod. If you are interested in serving as a 
voting member or visitor, speak to Pastor 
Nathan or President Shelley Jokinen. 

 



 

Valley Outreach Holy Week Worship 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s time to put your fashion skills to the test! Valley 
Outreach is hosting a Style Madness Outfit 
Challenge on Wednesday, April 8th, from 5:30 
PM to 7:30 PM at StyleXchange, 1931 Curve 
Crest Blvd. W., in Stillwater. Tickets are $50 for 
adults and $25 for students (middle school, high 
school & post-secondary). Attendees will compete 
in the Style Madness Outfit Challenge by building 
an outfit worthy of the championship. With three 
different categories to spark creativity, every 
player has a chance to score big! Challenge 
winners receive coupons for 5 free items that can 
be redeemed that evening or at a later date. 
 

Enjoy delicious appetizers and refreshing 
mocktails as you take part in our signature Style 
Madness Outfit Challenge. Guests will sort 
through clothing, build creative outfits, and 
compete for ultimate bragging rights and an 
outfit to take home. All attendees receive a 
coupon for one free item at StyleXchange, 
because every fashion MVP deserves a prize! 
See you there, and for more information, go to 
info@valleyoutreachmn.org. 

Every Sunday in worship the church celebrates the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. On 
several key days at the center of the church year, 
however, worship takes a particular shape. 
Passion Sunday (also known as Palm Sunday) 
marks Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem to 
complete the work of our salvation as we follow in 
his footsteps. Maundy Thursday highlights the 
greatest commandment, to love one another 
through acts of service. Good Friday proclaims the 
passion story from John's gospel and calls us to 
pray for the whole world. And, Easter Sunday 
celebrates Christ's passage from death to life and 
looks forward to Christ's coming both now and at 
the end of time. 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

Congregants: Chuck C., Jenny B., Jennifer B., 
Ardyce S., Barb D., Nancy T., Dan B., Al M., Ron 
K., Judith K., Alida P., Pastor Laurel, Steve P., 
Mark C., and Abri B. 
 

Family and Friends: Brian J., Lucas J., Joe F., Soto 
B., Mein B., Gavin, Kurt S., William J., Karmen P., 
Jerry, Dick, Mary A., Troy A., Sophia M., Marv D., 
The Family of family of David and Carol S., 

Connor D., Dan J., Mary A., Renae S., 
Mike S., Ann B., Katie P., Gary R., Jerry 

S., Sophia F., Sonja H., Kellye, 
Dave, Lucy, Keith, & Josh, Becky 
O., Mike, Jenny, Lisa, Kristen B., 

Mary Jo D., Rick & Jean, Patti & 
Family, Randy & Laura, Muggs, 
Carolyn, Paul, Kevin, Kara, Allison J., 
Evy, Dave, Georgia, Russel B., Bonnie 

M., Connie, Mary A., Bonnie S., Leo H., Jane S., 
Laura C., Lisa, Steph D., Brian D., Tyson D., Teegan 
D., Lexen, Danny, Harry E., Diane L., Jenny O., 
Lyle J, Kathy B., Vince S., Jim G., Rick W., Karen 
W., Carol L., Jeff E., Mike M., and Jeffrey T. 
 

In Loving Memory:  Janet Stuessy, Mary Richter, 
Steven Michaelis, Darrel Henton, Patty Thomsen, 
James Flynn, Marshall Ray Reams, Jacquilyn Pierre, 
Dorie Nelson, Lois Haase, Marlene Ritzer, Holly 
Halvorson, Mark Walker, and Sister Eileen Trinity. 

 



Malt Shop Melodies St. Paul Area Synod Bishop Candidates 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, April 29th - Lunch at 12 Noon - 
Show at 1:30 PM - Take a step back in time to the 
music of the 50’s and 60’s. Join us for Malt Shop 
Melodies, a nostalgic event filled with toe-tapping 
tunes, smiles, and good company in the Fellowship 
Hall. Sponsored by the Senior Committee, all ages 
are welcome and bring your friends! Lunch will be 
hamburgers, cheeseburgers, fries, chocolate malts, 
and root beer floats. Sign up in the Gathering 
Area by Tuesday, April 21st. Cost for members 
age 55+ is $5. Under age 55 and guests are $10. 
Use the envelopes located by the sign-up sheets for 
your payment, and drop it off in the office or put it 
in the offering plate. You’re welcome to attend just 
the show at no cost; we simply ask that you sign up 
and indicate “show only” on the sign-up sheet. It's 
guaranteed to be a fun afternoon!  

The St. Paul Area Synod Bishop Candidate Forum 
will be held on Sunday, April 12th at 2:00 PM at 
Roseville Lutheran Church, Roseville. You are 
invited to learn more about the pre-identified 
candidates for bishop! Each candidate will be 
offered three opportunities to speak, each 
responding to the same set of prompts. Those in 
attendance will be invited to submit questions for 
the candidates to address during their speaking 
opportunities at the Synod Assembly in May. No 
registration is necessary; just show up! There are 
five pre-identified candidate are Rev. Brad 
Froslee, Rev. Justin Grimm, Rev. Jill Rode, Rev. 
Bradley Schmeling, and Rev. Patrick Shebeck. If 
you haven't already viewed the video messages 
from the pre-identified candidates for bishop, 
you can find them on the synod's website: spas-
elca.org 
 

Altar Guild 
 

At St. Paul Lutheran, much of what happens 
during worship is made possible by a group of 
dedicated volunteers who work faithfully behind 
the scenes. The Altar Guild lovingly cares for the 
sacred items and spaces used in worship. Their 
work includes preparing the altar for services, 
setting up communion, changing the paraments 
according to the church season, and ensuring that 
everything needed for worship is ready and in 
place. After the service, they also clean and 
properly care for the vessels, linens, and other 
items used during worship. 
 

While their work often goes unseen, it plays an 
important role in helping create a meaningful 
and reverent worship experience for our 
congregation. Serving on the Altar Guild is a 
wonderful way to participate in the life of the 
church and serve God through quiet acts of care 
and devotion. Volunteers typically serve on a 
rotating schedule, and training is provided. 
 

If you have ever wondered how you might serve 
in a meaningful way at St. Paul Lutheran, the 
Altar Guild may be the perfect place for you. If 
you are interested in learning more or becoming 
part of the Altar Guild, please contact the church 
office. 

 

Mission Outreach Update 
 

Mission Outreach will be purchasing snacks for Kids 
Snack Bags. The Youth Group will help assemble 
them, and they will be delivered for distribution 
to Valley Outreach. This year we decided to 
reduce the number of Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes to 150. In place of the 100 shoeboxes 
we are cutting, we decided to collect donations 
during April and May to assemble 25 Baby Care 
Kits and 25 Personal Care Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief and deliver them in June when the 
quilters deliver their quilts. There are no shipping 
costs through LWR. Personal Care Kits include: 1 
lightweight bath towel, 2 or 3 bars of soap, 1 
adult-size toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, and 1 pair 
of metal nail clippers. Baby Care Kits include: 2 
receiving blankets, 4 cloth diapers, 1 jacket, 2 
gowns, 2 pairs of socks, 2 T-shirts, diaper pins, 
and 3 bars of gentle soap. We will soon have 
collection boxes in the Gathering Area. 



 

Synod Immigrant Support Update Patio Dreams! 
  

St. Paul Area Synod immigrant congregations are 
currently being targeted in unjust ways because of 
their appearance. Our synod is committed to 
helping them through this time of crisis. The Synod 
has established the Immigrant Support Fund, 
which goes directly to families connected with the 
synod's ethnic-specific congregations. Donations 
to this fund support food relief, rent assistance, 
and legal fees when fitting. Use the 
QR code to the right or send a check 
payable to "Saint Paul Area Synod" 
(put "immigrant support" in the memo 
line) and mail to: Saint Paul Area Synod, 105 
University Ave. W., St. Paul MN 55103. 

You may have noticed we temporarily moved 
two of our outdoor benches onto the new patio. 

We are doing this only to 
see what it looks and feels 
like before we make any 
additions. We invite you to 
relax on these benches and 

dream about the patio's future uses and 
furnishings. How would you like to see our new 
patio used? What kinds of events do you 
imagine? We have no permanent plans at this 
point, but are eager to hear from you and, in the 
meantime, keep this space flexible for a variety 
of future events. 

  

Leadership in the Valley Update Senior Section 
  

This month’s Leadership in the Valley Day 
centered on Government, offering an inside look 
at how decisions are made and local services are 
carried out. The morning was spent at the City of 

Stillwater’s City Hall, where an 
engaging panel of elected 
officials kicked off our morning! 
 

From there, the cohort boarded a 
motorcoach and headed to the 
Minnesota State Capitol for an 
afternoon of exploration. We 
enjoyed a guided tour of the 
historic building, learning about its 

architecture, history, and role in state 
government. One of the highlights of the day was 
an exclusive behind-the-scenes conversation over 
lunch with Senator Karin Housley. She offered a 
candid look at her work, answered questions, and 
encouraged us to stay engaged and informed as 
active citizens. 
 

We weren't done yet! The rest of our afternoon 
was spent touring the Stillwater Public Works 
building and learning about the many duties of 
our City's maintenance crew. We are in good 
hands! 
 

Our Leadership lesson highlighted Public 
Speaking. The cohort practiced and stepped 
outside comfort zones to learn new techniques! 
Next month we focus on Public Safety & Law! 

April & May 55+ Worship 
The April service will be on Sunday, April 12th at 
11:00 AM. The menu includes: Cub Chicken, 
mashed potatoes, corn, gravy and dessert. 
Please sign-up in the Gathering Area by Sunday, 
April 5th, if you will be staying for the meal. The 
May service will be on Sunday, May 3rd at 11:00 
AM. The menu includes Chef Luke's baked ham, 
cheesy potatoes, green beans, angel food cake 
with strawberries, and whipped cream. Please 
sign-up in the Gathering Area by Sunday, April 
26th, if you will be staying for the meal. 
Remember - Limited Bus service is available for 
Stillwater and Oak Park Heights. Please contact 
Bob Michaelis if you are interested in riding the 
bus. 
 

Large Print Bibles 
The Senior Committee has two large-print Bibles 
available for you to borrow. Contact Bob 
Michaelis at 651-278-0072. 
 

55+ SPLC Senior Members 
Foot Care In Your Home 
55+ SPLC Senior Members Foot Care: A Foot 
Care RN will tend to your toenails or other foot-
related care in the comfort and privacy of your 
home. You can also visit an office location in 
Bayport if you prefer. The cost is $15 per 
appointment. Pick up an information packet in the 
Gathering Area or contact Jenny Powell. 



 

Synod Women’s Convention Chanhassen Dinner Theater! 
  

The 37th Annual St. Paul Area Synodical Women’s 
Organization Convention is next month. The 
Keynote Speaker is Marcie Rendon. Marcie is an 
Ojibwe writer and educator who creates fiction, 
poetry, and plays inspired by her culture and 
community. She is the author of the book “Where 
They Last Saw Her” about Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women. Come and Rejoice with our 
sisterhood of women, in the breaking of bread, 
and learning together through stories of hope. 
 

Details 
• Saturday, April 25, 2026 
• 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM 
• St. Mark Lutheran Church 
         One North Road, Circle Pines, MN 
• Theme: “His Love Endures” – Psalm 136 
• Registration forms and more information 
         can be found on the Women’s Unit bulletin  
         board. 
• Registration deadline is April 16th. 

Wednesday, May 13th – Guys and Dolls 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the gritty streets of New York to the colorful 
cafes of Havana, Guys and Dolls is a wildly 
entertaining musical comedy. A perfectly 
balanced story with dance, music, and romance. 
 

There are 20 tickets available. Cost for members 
55+ and one caregiver is $65. The cost for 
members under age 55 and guests is $130. Sign 
up in the Gathering Area by Sunday, May 3rd. 
There is also a waitlist sign-up available once the 
20 tickets are spoken for. Guest names go on the 
waitlist.  
 

The price includes round-trip transportation on a 
coach bus, lunch, and the show. The bus will pick 
us up in the church parking lot and will leave 
promptly at 9:45 AM. Please plan on arriving by 
9:30 AM.  
 

Use the provided envelopes for payment, making 
checks payable to St. Paul Lutheran and note on 
the memo line: Chanhassen. Turn into the church 
office or drop in the offering plate. 

 

Installation of Council Members  
 

On Sunday, March 22nd, we installed and prayed 
for this year's council. We welcome back many 
familiar faces and welcome two new members! 
This year's council members are Shelley Jokinen 
(President), Pam Seekel (Vice President), Chris 
Shivers (Secretary), Diane Podratz and Barb 
LaCossee (Memorials and Grants), Sabrina Bell 
and Kristie Mack (Children, Youth, Family), 
Jennifer Braun (Worship), Janine Siverson 
(Fellowship), Ann Kriesel (Mission Outreach) and 
Jenny Powell (Seniors). We give thanks for their 
willingness to serve and rejoice that they will 
lead us in our common life and our shared mission 
as a congregation. 
  

Yarnsters! Calling All Thrivent Members! 
  

The Yarnsters meet Saturday, April 4th, at 10:00  
       AM in the Downstairs Conference 

Room. Knitters, crocheters, and 
yarn-lovers of all skill levels, 
especially beginners, are 

welcome. Come stitch and enjoy 
the fun!  

If you're a Thrivent member, you are eligible to 
apply for a Thrivent Action Grant. Grants can be 
put toward many different kinds of church projects 
and fundraisers. Let us know if you're a Thrivent 
member and we can help you use your grant 
toward a church-related project. Or let us know if 
you have an idea of your own for a project.  



 

Movie Night! April 19th! 5:00 PM! SPLC Vision & Values Statement  
  

Pizza, a Movie & Popcorn at 5:00 PM on April 
19th in Fellowship Hall. Our feature presentation 
is "The Ultimate Gift" rated PG. A deceased 
billionaire leaves his spoiled adult grandson a 
series of odd tasks to perform in order to receive 
"the ultimate gift," with the resentful grandson 
having no idea what that might be. 

 

Last fall, leaders of our congregation took the time 
for one-on-one conversations with several members 
and friends of the congregation in order to lay the 
groundwork for adopting a Vision and Values 
statement that will guide our life together for the 
next few years. Meeting in retreat with Pastor 
Justin Grimm in early December, and then again 
on their own on March 14th, the Church Council 
passed a motion to recommend its adoption by the 
whole congregation. Copies of the proposed 
Vision and Values statement are available in the 
Gathering Area. Stay tuned for opportunities to 
have conversation about and provide feedback of 
the statement before the meeting, however, we 
will provide ample time for feedback at the 
meeting itself. 
 

Congregational Meeting April 19th  
 

The Church Council has called for a special 
congregational meeting to 
be held on Sunday, April 

19th, immediately following 
our 9:00 AM worship service. All 

members of the congregation are 
encouraged to attend and participate in this 
important time in the life of our church. 
 

The purpose of this meeting is twofold. First, we 
will elect members to represent our congregation 
at this year’s Synod Assembly. These individuals 
will serve as our voice in the wider church, helping 
to shape decisions and direction at the synod level. 
 

Second, we will consider and adopt a Vision and 
Values statement that has been thoughtfully 
developed to guide our shared ministry in the 
coming years. This statement will help clarify who 
we are, what we believe God is calling us to be, 
and how we will live out that calling together. It 
will also serve as a foundation for any future 
updates to our church’s constitution. 
 

We hope you will plan to stay after worship and 
be part of this meaningful conversation and 
decision-making process as we look ahead with 
purpose and hope. 

 

75th Anniversary 
 

Did you know that 2027 officially marks 75 years 
at our current location? We are grateful to the 
faithfulness and foresight of previous generations 

who made sure we would have a 
presence here on the "South Hill" 

of Stillwater. Many great 
ideas have been shared, and 
now is the time to get 

organized! There will no doubt be many 
individual tasks and one-time events, however, 
we will need a few individuals to help direct and 
facilitate a year's worth of events that promise to 
be meaningful, fun, and future-oriented! 

 



 

Quilting Sunday - March 22nd  
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