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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
of Stillwater, Minnesota 

 

August 9, 2026 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 

Our Vision 
Love and serve God by walking with, caring for,  

and learning from our members, friends, and neighbors. 
 

Our Values 
Welcome. Generosity. Faithfulness. 

 

Your presence at worship is important to God and to us! Whether 
you are a first-time visitor, frequent participant, neighbor, member, 

or friend, please take a moment as you prepare for worship to 
share some information on the "Welcome to Worship" card 

included with your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate 
at the time the offering is received.  

 

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but 
in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on 
the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not 

be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm 
presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of 
scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, 

God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a 
sign of God’s presence to others. 

 

Many of our worship materials are taken from the red Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship (ELW). Page numbers are located in the front half of 
the book, and hymn numbers are located in the back half of the book.  

 

The assembly speaks or sings the bold responses. 
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
  

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
  

 Amen. 
  

 Let us confess our sin to God. 
  

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
  

 Compassionate God, 
  

 we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

  

 Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the 

name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 

forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
  

 Amen. 
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Gathering Song  
   

"Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeting 
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

  

 And also with you.  
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Prayer of the Day 
  

 O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and 
cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, 
deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us 
in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

  

 Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading Pew Bible: Old Testament Page 314  
   

1 Kings 19:9-18 
  

 On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical 
signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now 
experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not 
the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. 
God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha 
as his own successor. 

  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 Word of God, word of life. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 85:8-13  
   

The refrain is sung first by a soloist, then repeated by all and as 
indicated (R) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those  
  who turn their hearts to you. 
 

9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land. R 
 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 

11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 

13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. R 
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Second Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 160 
   

Romans 10:5-15 
  

 A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic 
efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus 
Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of 
God’s saving actions. 

  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 Word of God, word of life. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children's and Outreach Message Jenny Brelje, CYF Director 
 

Gospel Acclamation   
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Gospel Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 16 
   

Matthew 14:22-33 
  

 Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people 
of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, 
Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are 
in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

  

 The gospel is introduced: 
  

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
  

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 The gospel of the Lord. 
  

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Pastor Laurel Halvorson Bernard 
 

Hymn of the Day ELW hymn 612 
 

"Healer of Our Every Ill" 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
  

 After each prayer: 
Merciful God, 

  

 receive our prayer. 
  

 At the conclusion: 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have 
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

  

 Amen. 
 

Peace 
  

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

 And also with you. 
  

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering   
 

Our offering is a collection of money for the church's 
mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign of the 
giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's 
gifts. Your offering and "Welcome to Worship" card may 
be placed in the offering plate. The QR code on the right 
may be used if you wish to give electronically. 

 

 

Offering Hymn  
 

"The River Is Here" 
 

The river of God 
Sets our feet to dancing 
The river of God 
Fills our hearts with cheer 
The river of God 
Fills our mouths with laughter 
And we rejoice 
For the river is here 
 

Down the mountain 
The river flows 
And it brings refreshing 
Wherever it goes 
Through the valleys 
And over the fields 
The river is rushing 
And the river is here   R. 

The river of God 
Is teeming with life 
And all who touch it 
Can be revived 
And all who linger 
On this river's shore 
Will come back thirsting 
For more of the Lord   R. 
 

Up to the mountain 
We love to go 
To find the presence 
Of the Lord 
Along the banks 
Of the river we run 
We dance with laughter 
Giving praise to the Son   R. 
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Offering Prayer 
  

 Blessed are you, O God, 
for waves of grain and harvesters, 
fruitful vines and winepresses, 
for our labor and our rest, 
for the gifts of your hand in this land. 
Transform us and what we offer 
into the banquet of your compassion, 
serving your love without limits 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

  

 Amen.  
 

Great Thanksgiving  
 

 The Lord be with you. 
  

 And also with you. 
  

 Lift up your hearts. 
  

 We lift them to the Lord. 
  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .  
. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for 
our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those who 
believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We 
give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as 
he comes to us in his holy supper. 

  

 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion  
  

We celebrate at an open communion table. All who hear our Lord's 
invitation are welcome to participate. Receive the bread first with an 
open hand and eat immediately, followed by the juice (white) or wine 
(red). Gluten-free bread is available at the front end of the center 
aisle. Please indicate to an usher if you need to receive communion 
from your pew. Children who have received age-appropriate 
instruction are welcome to commune. If you prefer instead to receive a 
blessing, please indicate by crossing your arms over your shoulders.  
  

 When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

  

 and each person may respond: 
  

 Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Communion Song ELW hymn 614 
 

"There Is a Balm in Gilead" 
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Prayer After Communion  
  

 We thank you, God of heaven and earth, 
that you fill our deepest need 
with the very gift of Jesus Christ, 
broken and poured out for us. 
Pour us out into a broken world. 
Channel our common life 
toward the common good, 
following the way our Savior leads us 
now and forever. 

  

 Amen.  
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements  
 
 

Blessing 
  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
  

 Amen.  
 

Sending Song ELW hymn 632 
 

"O God, Our Help in Ages Past" 
 

Dismissal 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of the liturgy, service music, and hymns not otherwise noted below are from sundaysandseasons.com. Reprinted by permission through 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS028225. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

For "Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand" Contributors: Greg Scheer. Text: © 2007, General Board of Global Ministries. All rights reserved. 
Used with permission. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved. 
 

For "Taste and See" Contributors: Charles Conley. Tune: © 1995, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Psalm 34 from Lectionary for Mass; © 1969, 
International Committee on English in the Liturgy. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted and streamed with permission under 

ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved. 
 

For “The River is Here” Author Andy Park. © 1994 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music). For use solely with the 

SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 11083314. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 
 

Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258 
Monday, August 10, 2026 
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence 
was responsible for the church's financial matters and for the 
care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather the church's 
treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the 
like. The enraged emperor had him put to death. 
 

Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026 
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number 
of companions established a women's Franciscan community, 
called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor Clares. She inspired 
other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
 

Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; 
renewers of society 
Thursday, August 13, 2026 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy 
family by deciding to become a nurse. She led a group of nurses 
in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and worked for 
hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war 
nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. 
She died of the disease. 
 

Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs 
Friday, August 14, 2026 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and 
confined in Auschwitz. Kolbe gave generously of his meager 
resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to death in 
place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, 
Munk strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the 
Second World War. His sermons and articles helped to show the 
anti-Christian nature of the movement. 

(Continued on the next page.) 
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Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
Saturday, August 15, 2026 
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title 
theotokos, meaning "God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to 
the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat, speaks eloquently of 
God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
Take Heart 

 
 

Can you recall a time in your life when something happened that 
was so strange or out of place that your initial reaction was 
fear? Maybe you doubted what you were experiencing or 
seeing and even thought, This is not possible. This can’t be. 
 

The disciples must have been terrified when they saw something 
so strange that it should have been impossible—someone 
walking on water, toward their boat, during a storm. They 
thought they were seeing a ghost until Jesus said, “Take heart, it 
is I; do not be afraid” (Matthew 14:27). 
 

Some say seeing is believing, but sometimes belief comes through 
experiencing. So, with Jesus’ encouragement, Peter stepped out 
of the boat and began to walk on the water. But when he 
realized how hard the wind was blowing, Peter started sinking 
and shouted, “Lord, save me!” Jesus reached out, steadied Peter, 
and said, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” (vv. 30-31). 
Then the storm ended. 
 

We may be more like Peter than we realize. Maybe there are 
times when it’s relatively easy to trust in God—until we face 
something unexpected, frightening, or out of our control. Then 
doubts immediately overwhelm us. 
 

The good news is that Jesus hears our cries and saves us. He is 
with us in our weakest moments, holding us even as our spirits 
sink. Take heart—Jesus is always with you, bringing peace amid 
the storms, faith amid your doubts, and new life out of death. 


