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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
of Stillwater, Minnesota 

 

August 24, 2025 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are grateful 
to God you are here. We pray that you will feel the 

Spirit and warm welcome of this faith community. 
 

Remember the sabbath day. Call the sabbath a delight. This 
is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us what the Lord 

does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at 
all the wonderful things God is doing. 

 

Many of our worship materials are taken from the red 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). Page numbers are 
located in the front half of the book and hymn numbers 

are located in the back half of the book.  
 

The assembly speaks or sings the bold responses.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Prelude   
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
  

 In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

 Amen. 
(Continued on the next page.) 
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 Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God . . .  
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life . . .  
 

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

  

 Amen. 
 

Kyrie    
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Canticle of Praise   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greeting 
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

  

 And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
  

 O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile 
creatures surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by 
ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, 
so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may 
rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  

  

 Amen.  



4 

 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading Pew Bible: Old Testament Pages 688-689 
   

Isaiah 58:9b-14 
  

 God promises those who have returned from exile that where 
justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt and light will 
rise in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings. 

  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 Word of God, word of life. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 103  "Ten Thousand Reasons"   
 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul. 
Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul. 
I'll worship Your holy name. 

  

 The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning. 
It's time to sing Your song again. 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me. 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. Refrain 

  

 You're rich in love and You're slow to anger. 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing. 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. Refrain 

  

 And on that day when my strength is failing. 
The end draws near and my time has come. 
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending. 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore. Refrain 

  

 by Matt Redman / Jonas Myrin.  
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Second Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 227 
   

Hebrews 12:18-29 
  

 Using images of Moses, the writer presents a striking vision of 
the new covenant of God made possible in Christ. There is no 
longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which 
we are invited. 

  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 Word of God, word of life. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children's and Outreach Message Jenny Brelje 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation   
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Gospel Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 76 
   

Luke 13:10-17 
  

Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning 
for her life. When challenged by a narrow reading of the sabbath 
command, Jesus responds by expanding “sabbath work” to include 
setting people free from bondage. 
  

 The gospel is introduced: 
  

 The holy gospel according to Luke. 
  

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 The gospel of the Lord. 
  

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Baker-Trinity 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Hymn of the Day  ELW Hymn 796 
   

"How Firm a Foundation" 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
  

 After each prayer: 
Hear us, O God. 

  

 Your mercy is great.  
  

 At the conclusion: 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our 
prayers to the one who always receives them; through Jesus 
Christ, our wisdom and companion. 

  

 Amen. 
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Peace 
  

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

 And also with you. 
  

All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offering   
   

Our offering is a collection of money for the church's 
mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign of 
the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all 
God's gifts. Your offering and "Welcome to Worship" 
card may be placed in the offering plate. The QR code 
on the right may be used if you wish to give electronically.  

 

 

Offering Hymn "For Such a Time as This"  
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Offering Prayer 
  

 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your 
care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

  

 Amen.  
 

Great Thanksgiving  
   

 The Lord be with you. 
  

 And also with you. 
  

 Lift up your hearts, 
  

 We lift them to the Lord 
  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . 
. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

(Continued on the next page.) 
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 Blessed are you, O God . . . 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed . . . 
 

Again, after supper . . . 
 

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

  

 Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  

 Pour out your Holy Spirit . . . 
 

Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, 
Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever. 

  

 Amen. 
  

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  
let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

  

  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion  
  

We celebrate at an open communion table. All who hear our Lord's 
invitation are welcome to participate. Receive the bread first with 
an open hand and eat immediately, followed by the juice (white) 
or wine (red). Gluten-free bread is available at the front end of the 
center aisle. Please indicate to an usher If you need to receive 
communion from your pew. Children who have received age-
appropriate instruction are welcome to commune. If you prefer 
instead to receive a blessing please indicate by crossing your 
arms over your shoulders.  
 When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

  

 and each person may respond: 
  

 Amen. 
 

Prayer After Communion  
  

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

  

 Amen.  
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements  
. 

Blessing  
  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
  

 Amen.  
 

Sending Song  ELW Hymn 508 
   

"As Rain From the Clouds" 
 

Dismissal 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Bartholomew, Apostle 
Sunday, August 24, 2025 
Mentioned as one of Jesus' disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
Bartholomew's name is replaced in John's gospel by Nathanael, leading 
many to believe that the two are different names for the same person. 
Little is known about his work, though some traditions place him later in 
India or Armenia. 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430 
Thursday, August 28, 2025 
Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western church. 
A native of North Africa, he recovered from a debauched young 
adulthood through the influence of his mother, Monica, and Bishop 
Ambrose of Milan. Besides writing influential theological books, he 
served as bishop of Hippo, in present-day Algeria. 
Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400 
Thursday, August 28, 2025 
Converted from life as a thief and a robber to Christianity, Moses was 
an Ethiopian who became a desert monk at Skete. The change in his 
heart and life had a profound impact on his native country. He was 
murdered when Berber bandits attacked his monastery. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
Break the Rules 

 

Have you ever encountered a rule or regulation that just didn’t 
make any sense to you? What did you do? Did you follow the 
rule, or did you break it? And if you broke it, did you tell anyone 
that you did? Or did you quietly chafe against the norm? 
 

In the reading from Luke for today, we find Jesus preaching in 
the temple on the day of rest and, seemingly on a whim, 
deciding to break the rules in front of everyone. The outrage of 
some people in the crowd might have come honestly, of course. 
Practicing their faith was a serious matter, and for many that 
meant carefully following the rules. 
 

For many people today in our own communities of faith, 
following the rules is still a serious matter. But what if the rules 
prevent God’s love from being shared or prevent grace from 
being shown? What if the rules effectively exclude rather than 
include? 
 

God’s loving grace is wild and free, overcoming obstacles and 
breaking through boundaries. Death cannot stop God’s 
resurrecting love. Locked doors cannot stop the risen Christ. And 
today we see that not even religious rules can or should limit 
God’s freeing grace. 
 

Our gospel reading for today doesn’t invite us to break the rules 
per se, but it does invite us to look at the rules, especially those 
related to our faith, and to think critically about them. How do 
the ways we organize ourselves and our communities extend 
God’s grace and love, and in what ways might they prevent 
God’s love from being shown and shared? 
 

The God seen in Jesus intends to free humanity from the things 
that bind us. We see that clearly in Christ, who not only preaches 
God’s grace but publicly reaches out with that same grace to 
heal and help and love. Even if it means breaking some rules. 


