St. Paul Lutheran Church

of Stillwater, Minnesota St
August 23, 2026
13th Sunday after Pentecost

Our Vision
Love and serve God by walking with, caring for,
and learning from our members, friends, and neighbors.

Our Values
Welcome. Generosity. Faithfulness.

Your presence at worship is important to God and to us! Whether
you are a first-time visitor, frequent participant, neighbor, member,
or friend, please take a moment as you prepare for worship to
share some information on the "Welcome to Worship" card
included with your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate
at the time the offering is received.

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors
as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church
will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word
of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul
urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as
a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body
of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual
worship through word and deed.

Many of our worship materials are taken from the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (ELW). Page numbers are located in the front half of
the book, and hymn numbers are located in the back half of the book.

The assembly speaks or sings the bold responses.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the

name of God, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
Gathering Song ELW hymn 532
"Gather Us In"
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




Prayer of the Day

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we
praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation
and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Children's Word

First Reading Pew Bible: Old Testament Page 681
Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many
descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance
will come soon and will never end.

At the conclusion:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 138

The refrain is sung first by a soloist, then repeated by all, as indicated.
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Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.

11 will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods | will sing your praise.

2| will bow down toward your holy temple

and praise your name,

because of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name
and your word above all things.

3When | called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth. R

5They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.

6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
7 Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my
enemies; your right hand shall save me.

8 You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands. R




Second Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 161-162
Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living
holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not
molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the
Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms

of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function

to build up the body of Christ.

At the conclusion:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 17
Matthew 16:13-20
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter
that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and

Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will
overcome the very gates of Hades.

The gospel is introduced:

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the conclusion:

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon

Hymn of the Day
"Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand"

Pastor Nathan Baker-Trinity
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Prayers of Intercession

After each prayer:
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

At the conclusion:

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Our offering is a collection of money for the church's

mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign of the
giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's
gifts. Your offering and "Welcome to Worship" card may
be placed in the offering plate. The QR code on the right

may be used if you wish to give electronically.



Offering Hymn

"Jesus Messiah"

He became sin who knew no sin.

That we might become His righteousness.
He humbled Himself and carried the cross.
Love so amazing love so amazing.

Jesus Messiah Name above all names.
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel.

The Rescue for sinners.

The Ransom from heaven.

Jesus Messiah Lord of all.

His body the bread His blood the wine.

Broken and poured out all for love.

The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn.
Love so amazing love so amazing. R.

All our hope is in You.
All our hope is in You.
All the glory to You God.
The Light of the world.

Jesus Messiah.
Lord of all.

The Lord of all.
The Lord of all.

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters,
fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for
the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we
offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love
without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. ..
. .. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

From age to age your creation sings your praises.
You feed even the birds of the air,
and you clothe the fields with lilies.
You gave your blessing to Abraham and his descendants,
and you spoke with Moses, Elijah, and David.

Blessed are you, Lord our God:

Blessed are you, Lord our God.

(Continued on the next page.)
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You fulfilled your covenant with us in Jesus.

He is Emmanuel, your beloved Son,

the star that guides us to wisdom,

the treasure hidden in a field.

He is the landowner who overpays the workers,
the judge who separates good from evil.
Blessed are you, Lord our God:

Blessed are you, Lord our God.

For us he lived, for us he died, for us he rose to eternal life.
Then and now he invites us to your banquet.

On the night in which he was betrayed,

he took bread, and gave thanks,

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

We hear his call, we repent our ways,
and we enter with joy into the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you, Lord our God:

Blessed are you, Lord our God.

Send your Holy Spirit here on your gathered disciples.
Make of this meal the body and blood of forgiveness.
Heal us and grant us your righteousness,

that we may love you and serve our neighbors.
Blessed are you, Lord our God:

Blessed are you, Lord our God.

Blessed are you, Lord our God,
our Father in heaven,
the Rock on which we build,

(Continued on the next page.) 10



the Dove alighting on us all.

We worship you and sing our praises,

today and to the end of the age.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus

taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion

We celebrate at an open communion table. All who hear our Lord's
invitation are welcome to participate. Receive the bread first with an
open hand and eat immediately, followed by the juice (white) or wine
(red). Gluten-free bread is available at the front end of the center
aisle. Please indicate to an usher if you need to receive communion
from your pew. Children who have received age-appropriate
instruction are welcome to commune. If you prefer instead to receive a
blessing, please indicate by crossing your arms over your shoulders.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond:

Amen.

Communion Song ELW hymn 623
"Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me"

Prayer After Communion

We thank you, God of heaven and earth,
that you fill our deepest need

with the very gift of Jesus Christ,

broken and poured out for us.

Pour us out into a broken world.

Channel our common life

toward the common good,

following the way our Savior leads us
now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Song ELW hymn 821
"Shout to the Lord"

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Portions of the liturgy, service music, and hymns not otherwise noted below are from sundaysandseasons.com. Reprinted by permission through
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS028225. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

For "Gather Us In" Contributors: Marty Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted and
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.

For "Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand" Contributor: Greg Scheer. Text: © 2007, General Board of Global Ministries. All rights reserved. Used
with permission. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.

For "Shout to the Lord" Contributors: Darlene Zschech. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted and streamed with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.

For "Jesus Messiah" Contributor: Chris Tomlin. © 2008 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs; Wondrously Made
Songs. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 11083314
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Bartholomew, Apostle

Monday, August 24, 2026

Mentioned as one of Jesus' disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke,
Bartholomew's name is replaced in John's gospel by Nathanael,
leading many to believe that the two are different names for the
same person. Little is known about his work, though some
traditions place him later in India or Armenia.

Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430

Friday, August 28, 2026

Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western
church. A native of North Africa, he recovered from a debauched
young adulthood through the influence of his mother, Monica, and
Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Besides writing influential theological
books, he served as bishop of Hippo, in present-day Algeria.

Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400

Friday, August 28, 2026

Converted from life as a thief and a robber to Christianity,
Moses was an Ethiopian who became a desert monk at Skete.
The change in his heart and life had a profound impact on his
native country. He was murdered when Berber bandits attacked
his monastery.

14



GOSPEL MESSAGE
Revealing God

Jesus came to earth as God incarnate, meaning “in or having
bodily form.” This was no accident. The prophets of the past had
used their bodies and their words so people could understand
God. In Christ, God was revealed in flesh and blood, allowing us
to know who God is and what God’s priorities are for creation.

Peter points this out to us, saying that Christ is “the Son of the
living God” (Matthew 16:16). As a living God, moving among us
as Jesus Christ, God reveals Godself directly. God reveals the
divine nature and priorities through Jesus’ earthly life. Jesus lives
without possessions, sharing in the suffering of people who are
poor and oppressed. On the Galilean coast he feeds thousands
of people before teaching them. He befriends outcasts like
Zacchaeus the tax collector and the Canaanite woman. He calls
out the greed and misplaced priorities of the wealthy by flipping
tables. Instead of merely telling us, Christ incarnate shows us that
God has a serious concern for all people on the margins of
society.

As the church is formed into the body of Christ, we too now
reveadl to the world who God is and what God’s priorities are.
How does our ministry show God'’s concern for those who are
poor and marginalized today? Do we seek out and walk
alongside people cast out by dominant society? Do we not only
preach the word but make sure people are fed as well?

By accompanying our neighbors in their struggles for dignity,
justice, and the right to flourish, we do the good work of
followers of Jesus, striving with God for the end of all oppression
and death, for a world made whole.
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