St. Paul Lutheran Church

of Stillwater, Minnesota St
July 26, 2026
9th Sunday after Pentecost

Our Vision
Love and serve God by walking with, caring for,
and learning from our members, friends, and neighbors.

Our Values
Welcome. Generosity. Faithfulness.

Your presence at worship is important to God and to us! Whether
you are a first-time visitor, frequent participant, neighbor, member,
or friend, please take a moment as you prepare for worship to
share some information on the "Welcome to Worship" card
included with your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate
at the time the offering is received.

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the
treasures of faith. In today’s gospel, Jesus offers everyday images
that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering
home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net
that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God'’s reign,

the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

Many of our worship materials are taken from the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (ELW). Page numbers are located in the front half of
the book, and hymn numbers are located in the back half of the book.

The assembly speaks or sings the bold responses.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.




Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity,

*+ one God,

the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed
with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for
the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives
thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you
created us in your image and placed us in a well-watered
garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we
did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead
us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’
wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with
the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the
water in this font, for water from the St. Croix Rivers, and
for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness,
grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life
only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our
living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.



Gathering Song

"Kyrie Eleison"
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




Prayer of the Day

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and
resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of
justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that
we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading Pew Bible: Old Testament Page 306
1 Kings 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his
enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the
people well.

At the conclusion:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Children's and Outreach Message Jenny Brelje, CYF Director
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 14-15
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim
the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here,
Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications
of this announcement for people’s lives.

The gospel is intfroduced:

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the conclusion:

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Nathan Baker-Trinity
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Hymn of the Day

"What Is the World Like"
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Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

After each prayer:
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

At the conclusion:

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your
goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the
abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.




Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Our offering is a collection of money for the church's
mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign of the
giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's
gifts. Your offering and "Welcome to Worship" card may
be placed in the offering plate. The QR code on the right
may be used if you wish to give electronically.

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God,

for waves of grain and harvesters,
fruitful vines and winepresses,

for our labor and our rest,

for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer

into the banquet of your compassion,
serving your love without limits
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. ..

. .. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. ..

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed . ..

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks . ..




Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion

We celebrate at an open communion table. All who hear our Lord's
invitation are welcome to participate. Receive the bread first with an
open hand and eat immediately, followed by the juice (white) or wine
(red). Gluten-free bread is available at the front end of the center
aisle. Please indicate to an usher if you need to receive communion
from your pew. Children who have received age-appropriate
instruction are welcome to commune. If you prefer instead to receive a
blessing, please indicate by crossing your arms over your shoulders.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond:

Amen.

Prayer After Communion

We thank you, God of heaven and earth,
that you fill our deepest need

with the very gift of Jesus Christ,

broken and poured out for us.

Pour us out into a broken world.

Channel our common life

toward the common good,

following the way our Savior leads us
now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements

Charge and Blessing

Go out into the world in peace;

have courage;

hold on to what is good;

return no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted;

support the weak, and help the suffering;
honor all people;

love and serve the Lord,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Song ELW hymn 641
“All Are Welcome”

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Portions of the liturgy, service music, and hymns not otherwise noted below are from sundaysandseasons.com. Reprinted by permission through
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS028225. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

For "What Is the World Like" Author: Contributors: Adam Tice. © 2009, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.

For “All Are Welcome” Contributors: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights
reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.
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DAILY PRAYER
Public Leaders

Gracious God, we pray for our public servants, that they do their work
in a spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice. Inspire them to use their
authority to serve faithfully and to promote our common life. Guide
our leaders to govern in such a way that all people enjoy a peaceful
and just society. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

CATECHISM CONNECTION
Good Government

For Martin Luther, good government was essential to daily bread.
Teaching in the Small Catechism about "Give us this day our daily
bread" from the Lord's Prayer, Luther ties daily bread to government
and all aspects of our common life: "Everything included in the necessities
and nourishment for our bodies, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes,
house, farm, fields, livestock, money, property, an upright spouse, upright
children, upright members of the household, upright and faithful rulers,
good government, good weather, peace, health, decency, honor, good
friends, faithful neighbors, and the like."

CONNECTIONS WITH THE LITURGY
Treasures Old and New

At each holy communion, we read from the ancient scriptures, and the
sermon explicates a meaning of these texts for contemporary life: thus
we are the householder in Matthew's parable who brings out of the
treasury what is new and what is old.
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750;

Heinrich Schiitz, died 1672;

George Frederick Handel, died 1759; musicians

Tuesday, July 28, 2026

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the
life of the church. Schitz was an early master who focused on
settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas along
with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been
called the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the
gospel in music. Handel's great work, Messiah, is a setting of
scriptural texts.

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany

Wednesday, July 29, 2026

Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the
hospitality of their home that they offered him—Martha focused
on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their brother
Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater
resurrection to come.

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030

Wednesday, July 29, 2026

Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of
piracy to becoming Christian and declaring himself king of
Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly.
Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying
to regain his kingdom.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
It's the Small Things

Children like to collect things: rocks, sticks, and more. Adults tend to
pretend-love the items that are brought to them: “Oh, how
beautifull” “Oh, that’s a good one.” Children, encouraged, continue
their collections, finding the smallest of things and displaying them
like they are the most valuable items in the world.

Jesus’ parables in today’s gospel reading teach the disciples about
things that are so small they are often overlooked: a mustard seed,
a little bit of yeast, a tiny pearl, and even a net that is quite small
until it is filled with fish. These little things in his parables are
treasures important for understanding the reign of God.

Adults tend to overlook the small things while seeking larger things,
heavier things, shinier things. We walk right past the tiny flower in
the crack of a sidewalk, which once would have caught our eye.
One pearl? A full necklace is better. A shrub that provides creatures
a home? It's now in an inconvenient place.

But Jesus teaches that in God'’s reign all things, large and small,
matter. All people matter. It is a wise disciple who recognizes this.
Even King Solomon, with all his wealth, prayed for wisdom. Wisdom
helps us see more clearly and begin to understand the depth of
God’s grace.

And that grace Jesus displayed immediately. “Have you understood
all this?” he asked. The disciples answered simply, “Yes” (Matthew
13:51). What a bold answer! They were too worried to admit they
did not understand. A little yeast, though, goes a long way. Jesus
knew this. Each parable would build on another until the disciples
understood the entire collection.

For us today, understanding God’s grace takes study, prayers for
wisdom, and walking the path while looking for the small things that
matter. The reign of God is like a rose among a bramble bush? A
child’s picture of their home? However you visualize it, it is a
treasure to cherish and to share.
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