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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
of Stillwater, Minnesota 

 

June 29, 2025 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church. We are grateful 
to God you are here. We pray that you will feel the 

Spirit and warm welcome of this faith community. 
 

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call 
to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to 

revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This 
is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would 
keep us from the fullness of the life God has given us. 

This is the path of life. 
 

Many of our worship materials are taken from the red 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). Page numbers are 
located in the front half of the book and hymn numbers 

are located in the back half of the book.  
 

The assembly speaks or sings the bold responses.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Opening Sentences 
  

 In the day of our trouble we seek you, O Lord. 
  

 We call to mind your deeds 
and remember your wonders of old. 
We meditate on all your work 
and muse on your mighty deeds. 

  

 Your way, O God, is holy. 
What god is so great as our God?  

  

(Continued on the next page.) 
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 You are the God who works wonders; 
you have displayed your might among the peoples. 

  

 Your way was through the sea, 
your path, through the mighty waters; 
yet your footprints were unseen. 

  

 Make your path clear this day. 
  

 Let us worship God this day with joy and hope, 
as we begin in the name we are born children of God, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
  

 Amen. 
 

Gathering Song  ELW Hymn 793 
 

“Be Thou My Vision” 
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Greeting   
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

  

 And also with you.  
 

Canticle of Praise  ELW Page 204 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
  

 Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, 
and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the 
ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we 
may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

  

 Amen.  
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Pew Bible: NT Page 190 
  

 For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever 
we want. It is the invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. 
The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a 
different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit. 

  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 Word of God, word of life. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Children's and Outreach Message Jenny Brelje 
 

Gospel Acclamation    ELW Page 205 
 

"Alleluia! Lord and Savior" 
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Gospel Reading Luke 9:51-62 Pew Bible: NT Page 70 
  

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem 
and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases 
in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness. 
  

 The gospel is introduced: 
  

 The holy gospel according to Luke. 
  

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

 At the conclusion: 
  

 Word of God, word of life. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon Pastor John Omans 
 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
1 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



6 

 

Hymn of the Day  ELW Hymn 798 
   

“Will You Come and Follow Me” 
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Prayers of Intercession ELW Page 105 
 

Peace  ELW Page 106 
 

Announcements  
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Peace  ELW Page 106 
 

Offering   
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's 
mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign of 
the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all 
God's gifts. Your offering and "Welcome to Worship" 
card may be placed in the offering plate. The QR code 
on the right may be used if you wish to give electronically.  

 

 

Offering Prayer 
  

 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your 
care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

  

 Amen.  
 

Great Thanksgiving   ELW Pages 206-208 
 

Communion  
  

We celebrate at an open communion table. All who hear our 
Lord's invitation are welcome to participate. Receive the bread 
first with an open hand and eat immediately, followed by the 
juice (white) or wine (red). Gluten-free bread is available at the 
front end of the center aisle. Please indicate to an usher If you need 
to receive communion from your pew. Children who have received 
age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune. If you 
prefer instead to receive a blessing please indicate by crossing 
your arms over your shoulders.  

(Continued on the next page.) 
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 When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

  

 and each person may respond: 
  

 Amen. 
 

Communion Song "Lamb of God" ELW Page 208 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Prayer After Communion  
  

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

  

 Amen.  
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing of The Youth Mission and Service Trip Participants 
 

Johnny Isaacson Katie Peterson Henry Lundquist 
   

Kamel Benyahia  Zac Thompson 
   

Hannah Bell  Jenny Brelje 
   

Sabrina Bell  Julian Galvin 
   

Ashton Bell  Elijah Mack 
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Blessing  
  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
  

 Amen.  
 

Sending Song  ELW Hymn 574 
"Here I Am, Lord" 
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Dismissal 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
  

 Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
Moving in Love 

 

Participating in divisive discourse has become pervasive in this 
culture, particularly on social media platforms. Conversations 
regarding religion and politics can swiftly escalate into full-
blown battles, and it can be challenging to remain cordial and 
reflective when confronted with false dichotomies and personal 
attacks around social issues. 
 

In today’s gospel reading, the siblings James and John quickly 
want to retaliate with violence and aggression against the 
village that rejects Jesus. However, he rebukes them for their 
fury. The brothers appear to have disregarded the fact that 
when Jesus commissioned them earlier with the other disciples to 
spread the good news, he instructed them that if they 
encountered rejection, they should merely “shake the dust off 
[their] feet as a testimony against [the rejectors]” and move on 
(Luke 9:5). Dusting off their feet was not only for the sake of 
nonengagement but also for their safety. What good would the 
news be if every rejection led to violence and war? 
 

It’s not easy to dust off our feet and move on when we are 
engaged in passionate debates. But how do we translate this 
action into a life-giving practice of discipleship? We practice this 
spirit of reconciliation during worship when extending peace to 
our neighbor. We engage in loving discourse when we pray and 
share a meal around Jesus’ table. 
 

Our engagement as disciples is steeped in the reminder that 
Jesus came to bring abundant life and love into the world. 
Finding ways to stay connected to one another while balancing 
the moments that call for dusting off one’s feet and moving on is 
not simple or easy. Gatherings and connections within and 
outside of worship allow us to practice God’s abundant grace 
and mercy, whether by stepping away or by moving in close for 
the sake of care and love for neighbor and self. 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Peter and Paul, Apostles 
Sunday, June 29, 2025 
These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in 
the first generation after Christ. Peter was one of the Twelve, one 
who both offered a glorious confession of faith and later denied 
knowing Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then 
was converted and helped bring the faith to non-Jewish people. 
 

Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; 
John Mason Neale, died 1866;  
hymn translators 
Tuesday, July 1, 2025 
Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of 
Latin and Greek hymns into English. Winkworth lived in 
Manchester, England, and devoted herself to translating German 
hymns. Almost all English-speaking hymnals include many of their 
translations. 
 

Thomas, Apostle 
Thursday, July 3, 2025 
Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this 
apostle also demonstrated a willingness to suffer and die with 
Jesus (John 11:16), and finally claimed the risen Christ as "my 
Lord and my God!" By tradition, he later worked as a missionary 
in India. Long commemorated on December 21, Thomas's 
celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical 
calendars. 


