St. Paul Lutheran Church

of Stillwater, Minnesota St
October 25, 2026
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

Our Vision
Love and serve God by walking with, caring for,
and learning from our members, friends, and neighbors.

Our Values
Welcome. Generosity. Faithfulness.

Your presence at worship is important to God and to us! Whether
you are a first-time visitor, frequent participant, neighbor, member,
or friend, please take a moment as you prepare for worship to
share some information on the "Welcome to Worship" card
included with your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate
at the time the offering is received.

Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first reading

from Leviticus. We are called not only to love God with heart, soul,

and mind, but also to love our neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such
deep care that Paul shares the gospel with the Thessalonian community.
In the confession of sins, we acknowledge that we have not loved God,

neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear the word of forgiveness

and to be strengthened by word and meal to be signs of
God’s love and mercy in the world.

Many of our worship materials are taken from the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (ELW). Page numbers are located in the front half of
the book, and hymn numbers are located in the back half of the book.

The assembly speaks or sings the bold responses.




GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Call To Worship

Please stand and face the entrance to the sanctuary.

Let us delight in the law of the Lord.

Let us meditate on God's teaching day and night.

Let us be like trees planted by streams of water.

Let us bear fruit and put forth leaves that do no wither.
Let us walk in the way of the righteous.

Let us stand upright when judgment comes.

Gathering Song ELW hymn 665
“Rise. Shine. You People!”

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the
salvation of your people. By your Spirit renew us in your
covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our
neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Children's Word Pastor Nathan Baker-Trinity




First Reading Pew Bible: Old Testament Page 106
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy
because God is holy. Holiness is lived out as God’s people
exercise justice and love in their dealings with one another.
We are to love our neighbors as ourselves

At the conclusion:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46 (paraphrase) ELW hymn 504
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Stanzas 1-2: All
Stanza 3: Organ
Stanza 4: All

Second Reading Pew Bible: New Testament Page 203
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing
relationship he shares with the Thessalonian Christians. When he
first came to their city it was not to benefit himself but to share

the gospel with them, which was his responsibility as an apostle
of Christ.

At the conclusion:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel Reading

Matthew 22:34-40

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by
summarizing the law of God in just two commandments.

The gospel is introduced:

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At the conclusion:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pew Bible: New Testament Page 25

Pastor Nathan Baker-Trinity

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.



Hymn of the Day
“Spirit, Open My Heart”
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Affirmation of Baptism ELW page 234

Following a period of instruction and formation in the faith
known as Confirmation, today Julian Galvin affirms his
baptism and his full participation in the community of faith.




Prayers of Intercession

After each prayer:
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

At the conclusion:
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
All are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

Our offering is a collection of money for the church's
mission, including the care of those in need, as a sign
of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response
for all God's gifts. Your offering and "Welcome to
Worship" card may be placed in the offering plate.
The QR code on the right may be used if you wish to
give electronically.

Offering “In His Love” Chancel Choir

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . ..
. .. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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We praise you, all-holy God,

our maker, our lover, our keeper,

for the universe beyond our knowing,
for seas and forests and fields,

for creatures seen and unseen,

for animals both wild and tame,

and for the places we humans call home.

We praise you for your covenant people,
for Moses and Miriam and Aaron,
and for centuries of faithful Christians,




for Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul.

We praise you, O God, for Jesus Christ,

who saves us from sin and from evil,

embodying forgiveness, granting us grace, setting us free,
who on the night before he died,

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we remember your Word,

his life, his death, and his glorious resurrection,
his presence in this meal around the world,
and we proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray, O God, for your Spirit,
your breath, your fire, your wisdom,
your law, your grace, your freedom.

Bless this meal and all those who share it;
inspire your people for service;

and renew the world with your mercy,

with your healing, your justice, and your peace,
with the joy of life in your household.

We praise you, all-holy God,
the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit,
today, tomorrow, and forever.

Amen!



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

- ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.




Communion

We celebrate at an open communion table. All who hear our Lord's
invitation are welcome to participate. Receive the bread first with an
open hand and eat immediately, followed by the juice (white) or wine
(red). Gluten-free bread is available at the front end of the center
aisle. Please indicate to an usher if you need to receive communion
from your pew. Children who have received age-appropriate instruction
are welcome to commune. If you prefer instead to receive a blessing,
please indicate by crossing your arms over your shoulders.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond:

Amen.

Communion Song ELW Hymn 485
“I Am The Bread Of Life”

Prayer After Communion

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ

our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements
Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.

Amen.



Sending Song ELW hymn 546

“To Be Your Presence”

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Portions of the liturgy, service music, and hymns not otherwise noted below are from sundaysandseasons.com. Reprinted by permission through
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS028225. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

For “Rise. Shine. You People!”. Contributor: Ronald A Klug. Text: © 1974, Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.

For “Spirit, Open My Heart". Contributors: Ruth Duck, Alfred V Fedak. Published by Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP) A division of
MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
714175. All rights reserved.

For “I AM The Bread Of Life”. Contributors: Suzanne Toolan. Tune: © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Based on John 6
and 11; © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. Reprinted and streamed with permission
under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.

For “To Be Your Presence” Contributors: Delores Dufner. Text: © 2003, 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-714175. All rights reserved.



