THE WESSEX POST

Official newsletter of the Wessex Football League

WELCOME

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of your Newsletter, if you have any contribution, be it Match
Reports, player news or photos please get in touch at - newsletter.wessexleague@gmail.com .

Keep up to date with all the news from around the League by following us on Twitter/X @WessexLeague
That is where our main social output goes at present, but you may also find us on Instagram @wessexleague
Threads @wessexleague Bluesky @wessexleague.bsky.social and also TikTok @wessex.football.l

You are more than welcome to use any material (excluding attributed photographs) but it would be
appreciated if any material used is acknowledged. It is hoped you enjoy reading this each week. With
readership quite widespread, not only within our own competition, but across the three counties and
beyond- if ANY club has anything they would like to have published in here, whether that be a request for
helpers, promotion of forthcoming events, items required or available for sale please do get in touch.

The Wessex Post will be published each Saturday night. Please would all contributors note that the deadline
for anything is 22:00 on the Saturday and this includes match reports- all home clubs are reminded to get
their reports in before then, although if an away side does the report that will also be welcome. It should
also be noted that whilst all contributions are welcome, they are subject to editorial scrutiny.

KICK OFF
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Tune in to our official podcast live on
Fiesta 95FM and www.fiestafm.co.uk
every Sunday between 12-2pm, with
Cliff Pledge and Greg Dickson.

Featuring guest interviews and
rounding-up all the latest news from
around the Wessex League.

Listen back via the QR code!

Get In Touch with the Show!

greg.fiestafmuk@gmail.com
cliffpledge@hotmail.com
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PROGRAMME ADVERTS

Just a quick reminder that all Clubs must include the advertisements indicated by the League in every Match
Programme they produce- in either the PRINTED or ON-LINE version. New ones for 2026/27 will be
available soon- programme editors are requested to wait before updating their work for the new season.
That for the Wessex League Football Show is already available, see page 2- this does not have to be as full
page advert. The “Kick it Out” campaign poster is on page 3, and must be included as a full page in the club
programme..

THE WESSEX WAY

Doubtless the more observant of you amongst the readership will recognise the name of Robin Caddy. Robin
is one of the League’s photographers and he has taken the time over the last few weeks to set up a website
along with one of our Match Reporters, Tim Smith, promoting all things Wessex.

You may find it here at https://thewessexway.uk

CLUB NEWS

If you have any items- stories, initiatives etc., you wish to include please do send them in to the Editor.

PRE-SEASON 2026/27

Clubs are requested to send in details of their schedule for 2026/27.

We already are aware of some, so we’ll start the list here- please send me any changes and additions.
Please do NOT forget that the HOST team also MUST obtain sanction from their County FA before the game
is played and to ensure that all teams are correctly affiliated and covered with the correct level of Personal
Accident Insurance. Games are subject to change at little or no notice and are listed in GOOD FAITH, but
please note that the League have no control.over the proposed schedules, nor as to whether any games are
changed or called off at short notice. Your editor is fairly certain that unless rules have changed clubs are
not permitted to arrange or play normal friendly games in the month of June - clubs will need to consult
their County FA.

Spectators are strongly recommended to check nearer the time if making a special journey.

NOTES: Sunday 5 July- Aldermaston Invitational Trophy, teams include
[1] Gerry Page Trophy AFC Aldermaston, Abinbgdon United, Harefield United, Marlow,
[2] Clive Saunders Memorial Trophy | Reading City, Tadley Calleva, Whitchurch United and Woodley
[3] Barry Small Trophy United. Day kicks off at 11:00 at the Aldermaston Recreational
[4] Hanna Cup Society ground (RG7 4PR).

[5] Jack Bellows Trophy

[6] Steve Bernard Trophy

[7] Salisbury Hospital Cup 2025/26

Wednesday 1 July

Sandhurst Town v Godalming Town SB Stadium
Thursday 2 July

Alton v Horndean

Friday 3 July

Bournemouth v Bemerton Heath Harlequins Reserves -

Clanfield v Cowes Sports Westleigh Park
Fawley AFC v Hythe & Dibden -
Hamworthy Recreation v AFC Stoneham -
Winchester City v Colden Common -

Saturday 4 July

Amesbury Town v Salisbury
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Ash United v Chipstead

Bishops Waltham Dynamos v Newport IOW
Blandford United v Wincanton Town
Fareham Town v Midhurst & Easebourne
Fleetlands v AFC Portchester

Hamble Club v AFC Netley

Hamworthy Recreation v Swanage Town & Herston
Hamworthy United v Poole Town

Holt United v Christchurch

Locks Heath v Hedge End Rangers

Marlow v Yateley United

Moneyfields U23 v New Milton Town
Moneyfields v Middlezoy Rovers
Petersfield Town v Infinity

Pewsey Vale v Bemerton Heath Harlequins
Romsey Town v Bashley

Sheerwater v Horndean

Totton & Eling v Andover New Street
Waterlooville v Folland Sports

Westbury United v Sturminster Newton United
Wimborne Town Reserves v Downton
Wimborne Town v Portland United
Wokingham Town v Cove

Tuesday 7 July

AFC Stoneham v Bashley

Baffins Milton Rovers v Infinity

Bedfont Sports v Yateley United

Fawley AFC v Bemerton Heath Harlequins
Fleetlands v Locks Heath

Folland Sports v Winchester City
Hamworthy United Reserves v Bournemouth
Lymington Town v United Services Portsmouth
Millbrook v Colden Common

Molesey v Cove

Petersfield Town v Horndean

Shrewton United v Wincanton Town
Wimborne Town v Christchurch
Wednesday 8 July

Bognor Regis Town v Fareham Town

Hedge End Rangers v Crofton Saints
Swanage Town & Herston v Blandford United
Thursday 9 July

Corsham Town v Andover New Street
Ringwood Town v Hamworthy Recreation
Sandhurst Town v Wokingham Town
Friday 10 July

Bognor Regis Town v Hamble Club

Colden Common v Fareham Town

Cowes Sports v Newport IOW

Dorchester Sports v Downton

Shaftesbury v Sturminster Newton United
Saturday 11 July

Amesbury Town v Andover New Street

Ash United v Guildford City

Saturday, 27 June 2026
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Alderwood School
Elizabeth Way
Blandford School 3G
Westleigh Park
[Neutral venue]
Shaftesbury

[Neutral venue]

Moneyfields

Wide Lane

Wide Lane
Cowplain School

Moneyfields
Bedfont Sports Club

[Neutral venue]

[41

(1]

Deer Park
Days Park

SB Stadium

Sholing

Alderwood School 14:00
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Blandford United v Laverstock & Ford
Chichester City v Christchurch

Fleetlands v New Milton Town

Frimley Green v Yateley United

Gosport Borough v Brockenhurst

Hedge End Rangers v Hythe & Dibden
Helston Athletic v AFC Stoneham

Holt United v Bournemouth

Horndean United v United Services Portsmouth
Horndean v Meon Milton

Liss Athletic v Baffins Milton Rovers

Locks Heath v Folland Sports

Midhurst & Easebourne v Hamwaorthy Recreation
Petersfield Town v Crofton Saints

Reading City v Cove

Saltash United v Portland United

Sandhurst Town v Wargrave

Stockbridge v East Cowes Victoria

Totton & Eling v Clanfield

Waterlooville v Whitchurch United
Whitecroft & Bordon Sports v Romsey Town
Wimborne Town Reserves v Bemerton Heath
Harlequins

Monday 13 July

Blandford United v Hamworthy Recreation Reserves
Sherborne Town v Westland Sports

Swanage Town & Herston v Christchurch
Tuesday 14 July

AFC Stoneham v Midhurst & Easebourne
Bournemouth Electric v Brockenhurst
Bridport v Wincanton Town

Colden Common v Infinity

Fleetlands v Hedge End Rangers

Hamworthy Recreation v Shaftesbury
Hamworthy United v Bashley

Hanworth Villa v Fareham Town

Horndean v Gosport Borough

Laverstock & Ford v Winchester City

Romsey Town v Cowes Sports

Sheerwater v Cove

Sway v New Milton Town

Totton & Eling v Hamble Club

Whitchurch United v Tadley Calleva
Wednesday 15 July

Bridport v Hamworthy Recreation

Portland United v Sturminster Newton United
Sandhurst Town v Yateley United

Thursday 16 July

Andover New Street v Lymington Town
Friday 17 July

Calne Town v Bemerton Heath Harlequins
Clanfield v Denmead

Fawley AFC v Nursling & Shirley

Hamworthy Recreation Reserves v Christchurch

Saturday, 27 June 2026

Blandford School 3G
(6]

[Neutral venue]

Deer Park

SB Stadium

Redbridge School 3G
Cowplain School

Blandford School 3G

Wide Lane

Redbridge School 3G

SB Stadium
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Saturday 18 July

AFC Netley v Colden Common

AFC Stoneham v Badshot Lea

Alton v Petersfield Town

Ash United v Banstead Athletic
Baffins Milton Rovers v Chichester City
Berks County v Yateley United
Blandford United v Downton
Bosham v Clanfield

Bournemouth Electric v Bashley
Brockenhurst v New Milton Town
Cove v Tadley Calleva

Cowes Sports v Blackfield & Langley
Fleetlands v Camberley Town
Folland Sports v Bournemouth
Hamble Club v Hedge End Rangers
Hamble v Hedge End Rangers
Hamworthy United v Holt United
Metropolitan Police v Fareham Town

Midhurst & Easebourne v East Cowes Victoria

Reading City v Romsey Town

Saltash United v Sturminster Newton United

Selsey v Horndean

Sherborne Town v Portland United
Tadley Calleva v Cove

Torridgeside v Wincanton Town
Totton & Eling v Whiteley Wanderers

United Services Portsmouth v Mob Albion

Whitchurch United v Hartley Wintney
Tuesday 21 July

Alderwood School
[Neutral venue]
Blandford School 3G
TBA

2]

[Neutral venue]

[Neutral venue]

Redbridge School 3G
HMS Temeraire

AFC Stoneham v Havant & Waterlooville

Alresford Town v Petersfield Town

Andover New Street v Whitchurch United

Bournemouth v Hamworthy Recreation Reserves

Bradford Town v Bemerton Heath Harlequins

Brockenhurst v Dorchester Town

Clanfield v Horndean

Downton v Weymouth

East Cowes Victoria v Newport IOW Beatrice Avenue
Fareham Town v Poole Town Cams Alders
Fawley AFC v Stockbridge -

Holt United v Sturminster Newton United [Neutral venue]
Hythe & Dibden v New Milton Town

Laverstock & Ford v Ringwood Town

Midhurst & Easebourne v Hamble Club

Moneyfields v Folland Sports

Portland United v Bashley

Sandhurst Town v Berks County SB Stadium
Swanage Town & Herston v Hamworthy United -

Totton & Eling v Hedge End Town Redbridge School 3G
United Services Portsmouth v Infinity Moneyfields
Whitehill & Bordon v Cove [Neutral venue]
Wincanton Town v Balti Sports -
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Wednesday 22 July

Bournemouth Electric v Christchurch
Dorchester Sports v Romsey Town
Hedge End Rangers v AFC Netley
Sherborne Town v Middlezoy Rovers
Waterlooville v Colden Common
Thursday 23 July

Folland Sports v Baffins Milton Rovers
Hamworthy Recreation v New Milton Town
Friday 24 July

Dorchester Sports v Christchurch
Fareham Town v AFC Portchester
Fawley AFC v AFC Netley

IIminster Town v Wincanton Town
Laverstock & Ford v Shaftesbury

Warminster Town v Bemerton Heath Harlequins

West Wight v Newport IOW

Saturday 25 July

Amesbury Town v Down Ampney

Andover New Street v Colden Common

Ash United v Aldershot Town

Baffins Milton Rovers v Portsmouth Academy
Bashley v Dorchester Town

Blandford United v Sturminster Newton United

Bournemouth v Civil Service FC

Bridport v Portland United

Brockenhurst v Folland Sports

Cheddar v Wincanton Town

Cowes Sports v Wick

Dial Square v Cove

East Cowes Victoria v Infinity

Hamworthy United v Fleetlands

Hythe & Dibden v Newport IOW

Meon Milton v Clanfield

New Milton Town v Verwood Town

United Services Portsmouth v Paulsgrove
Whitchurch United v Hart United

Yateley United v Ashford Town Middlesex
Tuesday 28 July

Bemerton Heath Harlequins v Amesbury Town
Ash United v Tongham

Bashley v Poole Town

Colden Common v Alresford Town

Fawley AFC v Crofton Saints

Hedge End Rangers v Downton

Liss Athletic v Cove

New Milton Town v Laverstock & Ford
United Services Portsmouth v Hayling United
Verwood Town v Christchurch

Willand v Sherborne Town

Wednesday 29 July

Whitecroft & Barton Sports v Newport IOW

Deer Park

Gosport Borough

Camp Road

[Neutral venue]

Cockleshell Community Ground

HMS Temeraire

Sean Devereux Park

[71

HMS Temeraire

Gatcombe
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PRE-SEASON RESULTS

Saturday 27 June
Sandhurst Town 0-6 Badshot Lea
Thatcham Town 6-0 Kintbury Rangers

WESSEX LEAGUE CUP FIRST ROUND

Ash United v Hamworthy Recreation Christchurch v Totton & Eling

Bashley v Romsey Town Fawley AFC v East Cowes Vics

Blandford United v Cowes Sports Frimley Green v Fareham Town

Bournemouth v Kintbury Rangers Sherborne Town v AFC Aldermaston
Brockenhurst v Sandhurst Town Sturminster Newton United v Lymington Town

The remainder (22 clubs) receive a bye to the Second Round. The draw for which will be on our Radio Show
tomorrow, Sunday 28 June. And here are your numbers for that draw.

ALRESFORD TOWN

AMESBURY TOWN

ANDOVER NEW STREET

ASH UNITED OR HAMWORTHY RECREATION
BAFFINS MILTON ROVERS

BASHLEY OR ROMSEY TOWN

BEMERTON HEATH HARLEQUINS
BLANDFORD UNITED OR COWES SPORTS
BOURNEMOUTH OR KINTBURY RANGERS
BROCKENHURST OR SANDHURST TOWN
CHRISTCHURCH OR TOTTON & ELING
COLDEN COMMON LEAGUE
COVE cup
DOWNTON

FAWLEY AFC OR EAST COWES VICTORIA
FLEETLANDS

FOLLAND SPORTS

FRIMLEY GREEN OR FAREHAM TOWN
HAMBLE CLUB [Holders]

HAMWORTHY UNITED

HEDGE END RANGERS

HORNDEAN

HYTHE & DIBDEN

LAVERSTOCK & FORD

MILLBROOK

NEW MILTON TOWN

NEWPORT (IOW)

PETERSFIELD TOWN

RINGWOOD TOWN

SHERBORNE TOWN OR AFC ALDERMASTON
STURMINSTER NEWTON UNITED OR LYMINGTON TOWN
WHITCHURCH UNITED

WoNOURWNE

=
= o
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FA COMPETITIONS

The FA released the lists for acceptances to the FA Cup, the FA Trophy, FA Vase and FA Youth Cup
competitions yesterday.

In the FA Cup, as expected all our premier Division sides have been accepted. There are 743 entrants in the
2026/27 competition.

There will be 123 Step 4 Clubs that are not exempt to the Preliminary Round and will instead enter the
Competition in the Extra Preliminary Round. These Clubs will be the 32 newly promoted Clubs from Step 5
and also the 91 lowest ranked Step 4 Clubs not relegated.

The 91 lowest ranked Step 4 Clubs shall comprise of 12 Clubs from three of the eight Step 4 Leagues

and 11 Clubs from the five remaining Step 4 Leagues, from season 2025-26.

In the FA Vase there are 601 acceptances, 40 of our teams are in the hat. Sadly two of our teams were not
on the list- Alresford Town and Lymington Town.

26 CLUBS EXEMPT TO FIRST ROUND PROPER

(Previous season’s Clubs playing in Third Round Proper (32) not progressing to Fourth Round Proper, that
applied to enter for season 2026-27, and not moved to FA Trophy)

Albion Sports Desborough Town Ramsbottom United
Amesbury Town Eastbourne United Retford United

Berks County Faversham Strike Force Rossington Main

Bovey Tracey Fleet Town Saffron Walden Town
Buckland Athletic Fulwood Amateurs Snodland Town

Burnham Halesworth Town Soul Tower Hamlets
Burscough Hamworthy Recreation Sturminster Newton United
Cinderford Town Northampton On Chenecks Tunbridge Wells

Dereham Town Prestwich Heys

25 CLUBS EXEMPT TO SECOND ROUND PROPER

(Previous season’s Clubs playing in Fourth Round Proper (32), that applied to enter for season 2026-27,and
not moved to FA Trophy)

Benfleet Gornal Athletic Nelson

Bilston Town Great Yarmouth Town North Shields

Chadderton Gresley Rovers Reading City

Cockfosters Hallen Sherwood Colliery
Crawley Down Gatwick Harpenden Town South Liverpool

Downton Haywards Heath Town West Didsbury & Chorlton
Droylsden Heather St Johns Winsford United

Fisher Hythe & Dibden

GNG Oadby Town Lymore Gardens

In the FA Youth Cup there are 540 clubs accepted, with seven from our Wessex family.
All from our Premier Division, they are Bashley, Bournemouth, Christchurch, Fareham Town, Hamble Club,
Hamworthy Recreation and Millbrook.

On Friday 3 July 2026, the FA shall be releasing the below information;

The Emirates FA Cup — Extra Preliminary Round & Preliminary Round draws
The FA Trophy — Preliminary Round & First Round Qualifying draws

The FA Vase - First Round Qualifying & Second Round Qualifying draws
The FA Youth Cup — Extra Preliminary Round & Preliminary Round draws
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WHO ARE THEY

NonlLeagueHQ (nonleaguehqg.com) is a dedicated statistics, results, and archive platform built exclusively
for non-league and amateur football in England, Scotland, Wales & Northern Ireland. They exist to give the
grassroots game the same quality of data infrastructure that the professional game takes for granted.

Founded and operated by an experienced full-stack developer with deep football domain knowledge,
NonlLeagueHQ combines a robust Cloud database, nightly automated data pipelines, and a purpose-built
frontend to deliver accurate, real-time football statistics to fans, clubs, and leagues.

COVERAGE

Nation / Division Tiers / Scope

England (Men's) Steps 1-7 of the Non-League Pyramid (National League
to County football)

England (Women's) Tiers 1-6

Scotland Tiers 5-10 of the Scottish Pyramid
Wales Tiers 3-6 of the Welsh Pyramid
Northern Ireland Tiers 3-5 of the Northern Irish Pyramid

Sweden (for testing purposes Summer 2026) Tier 3 and below

WHAT THEY CAN OFFER OUR TEAMS

Accurate, up-to-date standings published automatically after every result, including

Live League Tables
s points deductions and head-to-head tiebreakers.

Results & Fixtures Full historical results archive plus upcoming fixtures.

A bespoke ELO rating system recalculated nightly across all matches, giving fans a

ELO Power Rankings -
statistical measure of current form and team strength.

Head-to-head win/draw/loss probabilities for upcoming fixtures, driven by their ELO

Match Predictions
model.

Club Season Individual club dashboards covering league performance, cup runs, best and worst
Summaries results, and position charts across multiple seasons.

Their Supabase-powered backend allows flexible integration with league websites,

Data API / Integration
/ e apps, and third-party platforms.

Five full seasons of verified match data already loaded, with ongoing expansion —

Historical Archive L. .
giving instant context and year-on-year comparisons.
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THEIR PLATFORM
NonLeagueHQ is built on a modern, reliable, and scalable technology stack designed for real-time football
data:

Cloud database: Supabase PostgreSQL — fast, reliable, and APl-accessible

Nightly automated pipelines refreshing all results, tables, and ELO ratings

WordPress-powered frontend with custom PHP shortcodes for interactive league pages

Next.js web app (app.nonleaguehqg.com) for enhanced data exploration

Google Apps Script integration for streamlined result entry

Verified data integrity — all historical seasons audited against source data

Built for non-league Flexible & partnership-minded

They don't cover the Premier League or They're open to bespoke arrangements — whether
Championship as an afterthought — non-league that's a white-label stats widget for a website, a data
football is their entire focus. They understand the feed, branded pages, or a fully co-branded statistics
pyramid, know the clubs, and care about the hub.

grassroots game. Fast to implement

Accurate & maintained New league pages can be live within days. Their
Data is verified, consistently structured, and infrastructure is already built — adding our
actively maintained — not scraped and forgotten. competition is a configuration, not a rebuild.
Their audit tools catch discrepancies before they

reach your fans.

Website: nonleaguehg.com

THE LAST WORD

In case you missed it last week, here are the club representative allocations for 2026/27, the post holder is
the link between the 42 clubs and the League over many things.

GILES KILSHAWE-FALL AUBREY HODDER BILL SCHOLES
Blandford United Amesbury Town AFC Aldermaston
Bournemouth Bemerton Heath Harlequins Alresford Town

Hamworthy Recreation Christchurch Ash United
Hamworthy United Downton Cove

Sherborne Town Laverstock & Ford Frimley Green
Sturminster Newton United Ringwood Town Kintbury Rangers
Sandhurst Town

BILL MOORE GREG DICKSON ALAN FARRAR
Baffins Milton Rovers Andover New Street Bashley
Fareham Town Colden Common Brockenhurst
Fleetlands Hedge End Rangers Fawley AFC
Folland Sports Millbrook Hythe & Dibden
Hamble Club Romsey Town Lymington Town
Horndean Totton & Eling New Milton Town
Petersfield Town Whitchurch United

LEE BRAY
Cowes Sports
East Cowes Victoria
Newport IOW
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