THE WESSEX POST

Official newsletter of the Wessex Football League

WELCOME

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of your Newsletter, if you have any contribution, be it Match
Reports, player news or photos please get in touch at - newsletter.wessexleague@gmail.com .

Keep up to date with all the news from around the League by following us on Twitter/X @WessexLeague
That is where our main social output goes at present, but you may also find us on Instagram @wessexleague
Threads @wessexleague Bluesky @wessexleague.bsky.social and also TikTok @wessex.football.l

You are more than welcome to use any material (excluding attributed photographs) but it would be
appreciated if any material used is acknowledged. It is hoped you enjoy reading this each week. With
readership quite widespread, not only within our own competition, but across the three counties and
beyond- if ANY club has anything they would like to have published in here, whether that be a request for
helpers, promotion of forthcoming events, items required or available for sale please do get in touch.

The Wessex Post will be published each Saturday night. Please would all contributors note that the deadline
for anything is 22:00 on the Saturday and this includes match reports- all home clubs are reminded to get
their reports in before then, although if an away side does the report that will also be welcome. It should
also be noted that whilst all contributions are welcome, they are subject to editorial scrutiny.

KICK OFF

Please be advised that the Wessex Football League 2026 AGM will be held at AFC Totton, Snows Stadium,
Salisbury Road, Totton, Southampton SO40 2RW on Saturday, 20th June 2026 commencing at 11.00am.
Clubs have one vote each and should be represented by the Chairman, Secretary and Team Manager or
their deputies, plus an optional additional Club Representative is allowed to attend if required.

Please be reminded of FA Rule 2.26 which states "Any Club failing to be represented throughout an Annual
General Meeting without satisfactory reason being given will be fined in accordance with the Fines Tariff".
The Agenda and any supporting documents will be forwarded nearer the time.

FIXTURES 2026/27

It's that time of year where our Fixtures Secretary is starting to look at compiling the fixtures for the
upcoming season. Please would clubs supply as soon as possible the following info to help him. Thank you.
Email address being fixtures.wessexleague@gmail.com.

- The selected midweek day for your home games.

- Any dates you can't play at home (for example due to Cricket fixtures etc.).

- Dates you can't play any home or away games.

- Do you ground share with a team in a higher division?

- Do you want a game on Sat 26™ December (Boxing Day)?

- The season is likely to start 15t August; do you want a midweek game on the 28™/29% July?

PROGRAMME ADVERTS

Just a quick reminder that all Clubs must include the advertisements indicated by the League in every Match
Programme they produce- in either the PRINTED or ON-LINE version. New ones for 2026/27 will be
available soon- programme editors are requested to wait before updating their work for the new season.
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THE WESSEX WAY

A season’s meandering reviewed with Robin Caddy. You can see more of Robin’s words and images on
Instagram, search for @thewessexway or on Twitter/X at @TheWessexWay - Part 2 of 4

: On August 19" it was an evening trip with a car full of
T friends to another new ground for me, Bonnymead
i) (i Park. One of the more unusual approaches to a ground,
as you drive up a very small lane and then through a play-
park to get there. 76 people were enjoying a warm
evening, and | remember being told by one of the
committee that they hadn't had a drop of rain there for
something like three months. The pitch was suffering
badly, but looking back through The Wessex Post match
photos of that period it was the same story more or less
everywhere.

The club house and changing rooms form an unusual
looking complex, fronted by various stairs and
railings. The dugouts meanwhile are on the small side
and you can see some players took to sitting in the stand
instead - more space and better airflow on a sticky
night. One memory | will cherish forever was a friend
being given a Bovril when he'd asked for a coffee, not
noticing, putting milk in it, and drinking it! Well one
mouthful anyway. Nice!

Next season Amesbury Town will be off to pastures new,
but if it is a ground you haven't been to before and you
find yourself looking for a game in the Salisbury-Ish area
when they are at home, | would highly recommend a
visit.

1904

RCH BUILDING SOLUTIONS STADIU
HOME OF AMESBURY TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
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CLUB NEWS

If you have any items- stories, initiatives etc., you wish to include please do send them in to the Editor.
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Work in progress on Newport’s new ground on the Isle of Wight.

Hampshire Servio Senior Cup

Preliminary Round
Bournemouth
Cowes Sports

East Cowes Victoria
Eversley & California
Fleet Town

Folland Sports
Lymington Town
New Milton Town
Totton & Eling

First Round
Alresford Town
Andover New Street
Baffins Milton Rovers
Blackfield & Langley
Bournemouth
Brockenhurst
Colden Common
Cowes Sports
Fleetlands
Petersfield Town
Romsey Town
United Services Portsmouth

Saturday, 06 June 2026

Newport IOW

Tadley Calleva

Alton

Yateley United

Blackfield & Langley [Away win awarded)]
Fawley AFC

Alresford Town

Hythe & Dibden

Baffins Milton Rovers

Army FA

Christchurch

Cove

Royal Navy FA

Ringwood Town

Hythe & Dibden [3-2 on penalties]
Fawley AFC

Eversley & California [3-5 on penalties]
Whitchurch United

Clanfield

East Cowes Victoria

Millbrook [at Fareham Town]

The Wessex Post
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Second Round

AFC Stoneham
Andover New Street
Baffins Milton Rovers
Bashley

Eastleigh

Eversley & California
Fareham Town
Farnborough
Gosport Borough
Hamble Club

Havant & Waterlooville
Horndean
Moneyfields
Petersfield Town
Romsey Town
Whitchurch United
Third Round

Baffins Milton Rovers
Basingstoke Town
Eastleigh

Hartley Wintney
Horndean
Moneyfields
Romsey Town
Sholing

Quarter Final
Horndean
Basingstoke Town
Hartley Wintney
Sholing

Semi Final
Basingstoke Town
Sholing

Final

Basingstoke Town

At Snows Stadium, AFC Totton 21 April

TEAM

Baffins Milton Rovers
Baffins Milton Rovers
Millbrook
Bournemouth
Bournemouth

Cowes Sports
Hamble Club

Hythe & Dibden
Hythe & Dibden
Millbrook

Petersfield Town
Petersfield Town
Petersfield Town
Whitchurch United

Saturday, 06 June 2026

PLAYER
Lewis Beale
Jamie Truckel
Jamie White
Josh Spink

Lennon Claydon
Scott McFarlane
Braydon Douglas

Ollie Davies
Rhys Crookes
Callum Drake
Rob Tudway
Kian Towse
Harrison Hide
Alex Fragata

The Wessex Post

Sholing

Aldershot Town [6-7 on penalties]

AFC Portchester [4-2 on penalties]
Hartley Wintney

AFC Totton

Millbrook

Basingstoke Town

Winchester City

Army FA

AFC Bournemouth Academy [2-1 on penalties]
Colden Common

Brockenhurst

Royal Navy FA

Southampton [5-6 on penalties]
Portsmouth Academy [7-6 on penalties]
Bournemouth

Southampton

Aldershot Town

Millbrook

Whitchurch United

Winchester City

Gosport Borough [2-4 on penalties]
Hamble Club

Havant & Waterlooville

Baffins Milton Rovers [at Chichester City, 4-5 on pens]
Gosport Borough

Eastleigh [at Basingstoke Town]

Hamble Club

Eastleigh

Baffins Milton Rovers
Sholing The Second Round game
between Romsey Town and
Portsmouth attracted a gate of
1022.

The First Round tie between
Fleet Town and Blackfield &
Langley was played but
subsequently awarded to
Blackfield due to an ineligible
player being fielded.
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Alresford Town George Hilton
Alresford Town Harvey Richards
Alresford Town Joel Jackson
Andover New Street Zach Hine
Andover New Street Claudio Herbert
Baffins Milton Rovers Harrison Brook
Baffins Milton Rovers Ed Sanders
Baffins Milton Rovers Florjet Vucaj
Blackfield & Langley Ewang Derick

Bournemouth
Bournemouth
Brockenhurst
Clanfield

Colden Common
Colden Common
Cove

Cowes Sports
Fawley

Fawley
Fleetlands
Folland Sports
Hamble Club
Hamble Club
Hamble Club
Hamble Club
Hamble Club
Lymington Town
Millbrook
Millbrook

New Milton Town
New Milton Town
Newport IOW
Petersfield Town
Petersfield Town
Petersfield Town
Petersfield Town
Ringwood Town
Romsey Town
Romsey Town
Romsey Town
Totton & Eling
Totton & Eling

United Services Portsmouth
United Services Portsmouth

Whitchurch United
Whitchurch United
Whitchurch United
Whitchurch United
Yateley United

Jake Adams
Freddie Bullard
Keegan Kelly
Morgan Cripps
Cal Archer

Bra Lethbridge
Charlie Oakley
George Carter-Knight
Dylan Knight

Ollie Connor

Sam Lewis

Alfie Bailey

Harry Hamilton
Jordan Cunningham
Will Gange

Joel Ghosh

Nick Yeomans

OG for Lymington Town
Scott Hills

Charlie White
Hubert Cegielka
Hector Rayner
Joe Butcher

Max Bray

Austen Giles

Alfie Stringer
Charlie Merritt
Lee Vint

Tom Woodward
Mendy Masuku
Gedeon Matonga
Adam Woodcock
Luke Harding
Brandon Jewell
Seb Sharp

Tyler Field
Marcus Whittaker
Sam Argent
Danilo Pereira
Harry Hamblin

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

The Wessex Post

Page 6 of 20




saULEW [BAoy

INoWswnog

o961 woaf] (34 4A) Buijoys
SpJENG) J3IPEUSIS UOIEJET puz
LBY3u0ls D4V
SHIOAN UDIS|O0AL
UMa | paojsally
(u03,08) sauliely |2A0Y UDIEIRg PIC
{y3nowsypiog) Aizjinty |eAoy

"y Jop uolduljem {(uolsjoom) s, uosahuloy] 211y YelsAuloy] fsuenpuuo] Angsies

weyyoosd JWvY (uoidweyinos) ess-peoy ‘Auedwor sen yinowsuod ‘suods Aspan fsdiod Yels [esipsw 1oluswlo] SINH
US| 3T SIH ‘AS[EPPIS-IEYMEH 1I3|UYY BLIO1IIA S3MO7 158F ‘UBIIY UsMO-aQijund Asinyuayoolg ‘As|5ue g plsuyoe|g
‘Asyseg fsdiod edpaw Awly  fuopoel] Joysisply  ‘uoyBuiwAl o4y ‘Aus|iuy eAoy ‘Auedwo] YIsT fsuspueyBiH uoiswE)
puz fuswiday umQ sBuly UoIEneg puz :|euld ayl ul adueseadde (Euisol) suo spew aaey swesl €7 YL
sdio] 2|y |eAoy s Sury 1sT ‘sizpue|ydiy uopiog pug

ISUOISE20 YJ0( Uo 350| puk sasueseadde |eul4 asoyy Ajuo spew aney jey) swesy g syl

Page 7 of 20

[papungsip]

Thanks to Gary Day for the graphic below
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Hampshire PST Compliance Senior Trophy

First Round

Dynamo Dockside 0-3 Stockbridge
Fawley AFC Reserves 0-4 Sporting Wessex
Hedge End Rangers 7-0 Denmead
Hedge End Town 0-0 Crofton Saints [4-5 on penalties]

Michelmersh & Timsbury 0-2 New Milton Town U23

North Warnborough A-W  Select Generation U23

Northwood St John 1-1 Headley United [3-4 on penalties]

Oakfield 0-5 Meon Milton

Overton United 1-0 Moneyfields Reserves

Select Generation 0-6 Bournemouth Electric

Shanklin 1-2 Whitehill & Bordon

Southsea Sports H-W ~ Bashley U23

Tadley Calleva Reserves 5-3 Hartley Wintney Development

United Services Portsmouth Reserves  4-2 Bishops Waltham Dynamos

Whitecroft & Barton Sports 2-1 Rushmoor

Byes: AFC Dukes, AFC Netley, AFC Portchester B, AFC Shirley, AFC Stoneham Reserves, Alton Reserves,
Andover Town, Bembridge & Vectis, Bournemouth Sports, Brading Town, Braishfield, Brockenhurst
Development, Broughton, BTC Southampton, Clanfield Development, Clanfield Reserves, Eversley &
California Reserves, Eversley & California U23, Fareham Town Development, Fleet Spurs, Folland Sports A,
Fordingbridge Turks, Hart United, Hayling United, Hedge End Rangers Development, High Park, Hook,
Liphook United, Liss Athletic, Liss Athletic Reserves, Locks Heath, Lymington Town U23 Development,
Lyndhurst, Meon Milton Reserves, Millbrook U23, Mob Albion, Nursling & Shirley, Osborne Coburg,
Paulsgrove, Petersfield Town Reserves, Ringwood Town Development, Romsey Town U23, Silchester Village,
Sway, Sway Reserves, Twentyten, Ventnor, West Wight and Whiteley Wanderers.

HEALTH & SAFETY SERVICES & TRAINING

Second Round

AFC Netley H-W  Millbrook U23

Andover Town 4-1 Osborne Coburg

Brading Town 3-4 Bournemouth Sports

Braishfield 1-1 Meon Milton Reserves [3-4 on penalties]
Broughton 5-0 Clanfield Development

Clanfield Reserves 0-3 AFC Shirley

Crofton Saints 5-0 Mob Albion [at Gosport Borough]
Eversley & California Reserves 0-0 Whiteley Wanderers [3-0 on penalties]
Fleet Spurs 3-2 Bembridge & Vectis

Folland Sports A 6-2 Ventnor

Headley United 1-1 West Wight [5-4 on penalties]
Hedge End Rangers Development 1-8 Lyndhurst

Hedge End Rangers 2-1 AFC Dukes

High Park A-W  Fordingbridge Turks

Liss Athletic Reserves 1-4 Locks Heath

Liss Athletic 3-4 Hart United

New Milton Town U23 A-W  Fareham Town Development
Nursling & Shirley 0-3 Hook

Paulsgrove 0-2 Liphook United

Ringwood Town Development 5-3 Alton Reserves

Romsey Town U23 1-2 Hayling United

Select Generation U23 A-W  Petersfield Town Reserves
Silchester Village 1-2 Meon Milton

Southsea Sports 2-1 Overton United

Sporting Wessex 4-0 Sway

Stockbridge H-W  Lymington Town U23
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Sway Reserves

Tadley Calleva Reserves
Twentyten

United Services Portsmouth Reserves
Whitecroft & Barton Sports
Whitehill & Bordon

Third Round

AFC Shirley

Andover Town

BTC (Southampton)

Crofton Saints

Eversley & California Reserves
Hayling United

Headley United

Liphook United

Meon Milton

Ringwood Town Development
Southsea Sports

Sporting Wessex

Stockbridge

Sway Reserves

United Services Portsmouth Reserves
Whitecroft & Barton Sports
Fourth Round

Crofton Saints

AFC Netley

Fareham Town Development
Folland Sports A

Hedge End Rangers

Lyndhurst

Meon Milton Reserves
Whitehill & Bordon

Quarter Final

AFC Shirley

Folland Sports A

Crofton Saints

Sporting Wessex

Semi Final

Folland Sports A

Hart United

Final

Crofton Saints

Stoneham Lane, AFC Stoneham

The Wessex Post

Eversley & California U23
BTC (Southampton)

AFC Portchester B
Brockenhurst Development
AFC Stoneham Reserves
Bournemouth Electric

Petersfield Town Reserves
Bournemouth Sports

Folland Sports A

Locks Heath

AFC Netley

Fleet Spurs

Hedge End Rangers

Hook [Home win subsequently awarded]
Lyndhurst

Twentyten [4-2 on penalties]
Fareham Town Development
Fordingbridge Turks

Hart United

Meon Milton Reserves

Broughton

Whitehill & Bordon [4-5 on penalties]

United Services Portsmouth Reserves

Ringwood Town Development

Fleet Spurs

Andover Town [4-3 on penalties]

Hart United [at Sholing, awarded to Hart United)]
Sporting Wessex [4-5 on penalties]

AFC Shirley

Liphook United

Hart United [2-3 on penalties]

Ringwood Town Development

Whitehill & Bordon

Fareham Town Development [0-3 on penalties]

Fareham Town Development [3-5 on penalties]
Crofton Saints

Fareham Town Development

Page 9 of 20




Russell-Cotes Benevolent Cup

First Round Byes: Locks Heath and Lymington Town

Andover New Street H-W  Whitchurch United

Bashley 0-0 Laverstock & Ford [4-3 on penalties]
Bemerton Heath Harlequins 1-6 Christchurch

Brockenhurst 2-2 Totton & Eling [5-3 on penalties]
Clanfield 1-0 Folland Sports

Colden Common 0-1 Blackfield & Langley

East Cowes Victoria 0-3 Baffins Milton Rovers

Eversley & California 1-1 AFC Stoneham [3-4 on penalties]
Fawley AFC 0-3 Hamble Club

Fleetlands 3-1 Bishops Waltham Dynamos
Millbrook 2-0 Ringwood Town

New Milton Town 0-3 Hythe & Dibden

Romsey Town 1-3 Fareham Town

United Services Portsmouth 2-0 Liss Athletic

Second Round

Bashley 1-5 Baffins Milton Rovers

Blackfield & Langley 2-3 Clanfield

Brockenhurst 2-6 AFC Stoneham

Hamble Club 2-4 Christchurch

Hythe and Dibden 1-1 Andover New Street [3-5 on penalties]
Lymington Town 1-5 Fareham Town

Millbrook 2-0 Fleetlands

United Services Portsmouth 0-3 Locks Heath

Quarter Final

Andover New Street 8-0 Millbrook

Baffins Milton Rovers 5-0 Clanfield

Fareham Town 3-0 Christchurch

AFC Stoneham 3-2 Locks Heath

Semi Final

Andover New Street 1-2 Fareham Town

Baffins Milton Rovers 2-3 AFC Stoneham

Final

AFC Stoneham 5-2 Fareham Town

At AFC Stoneham 7 May 2025

The Andover New Street game against Whitchurch United in the First Round was abandoned near the end
due to a serious injury to a Whitchurch player. The game was subsequently awarded to the hosts with the
visitors’” agreement. New Street were leading at the time of the abandonment.

TEAM PLAYER

AFC Stoneham Callum Laycock
Baffins Milton Rovers Danny Burroughs
Christchurch Joe Freak

AFC Stoneham Oliver Jenkins
Baffins Milton Rovers Jamie Truckel
AFC Stoneham Liam Callaghan
AFC Stoneham Tyrrell Sampson
Andover New Street Malachi Dotse
Baffins Milton Rovers Harrison Brook
Christchurch Luke Sheehy
Fleetlands Curt Robbins
Millbrook Scott Hills

Saturday, 06 June 2026 The Wessex Post Page 10 of 20
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Your Friend-in-Law

Thanks to Gary Day for the graphics below

HAMPSHIRE FA: RUSSELL-COTES CUP WINMNERS 1919 TO 2026 (Page 1 of 2)

Club

andover’
Fareham Town
Fleat Town
Gosport Borough
alton Town®
Newpaort |1.W.)
H.M.5. Victory™
RLA.O.C. (Hilsea)®
AFC Totton”
Sholing Sports™ Chart Positions
Bournemouth & Boscombe Athletic’ The clubs are ranked by most wins and
Havant Town then whether the cup was shared and
AFC Portchester appearances in a final.

Bashley

Thomycroft's {Woolston)
winchester City Motes - Year Entries

1and B

AFC Ll,rmingtl:lr.I * against year denotes trophy shared
Portsmouth (Reserve and 'A" teams) [thiz occurred in 1930 and 1944 only)

S-alishuryl"da The year shows the season ended, so

AFC Stoneham 2010 denotas the 200910 seaszon.
Sholing® Final not played in 1966, 2001 B 2021,
road Sea (Southampton)®
Themycroft Athletic®

Totton & Eling” Cup Final - Most Used Venues
salishury City” =L Fratton Park, Portsmouth - 14 finals [+ 1 replay)

Eastlaigh™ The Dell, Southampton - 13

T and 14

Lyrmington Town Privett Park, Gospart - 6 [+ 1 replay)

Reading 'A' Birch Lawn, Sholing, Southampton - 5

Bemerton Heath Harlequins Fairfield, Bar End, Winchester - 5

waterlooville™ MEB:Since 1985 the final has been played at the
Brockenhurst ground of one of the fanalists (except for 2017
Blackfield & Langley wihen the finalist withdrew from the competition)
Lymington & Mew Milton”

1st Reserve Brigade RGA (Fareham)
aldershot Town' Superscript Numbers
Andover Town some clubs are followed by a superscript
Downton numbrer which is explained on page 2.
Folland Aircraft

Gosport’

Harland & waolff’

Havant & waterlooville®
Hythe & Dibden

Poole Town

Portsmouth Royal Mavy'
PLA.S.C. [Farnborough)?
Rimgwood Town

Royal Marines®

HI—II-I-I-II-I-I-ll-l-l-lI-I-I-ll-l-l-ll-l-l-ll-l-l-lI-I-I-ll-l-l-ll-l-l-lI-l-I-II‘\JI‘\JI\JI‘\JI‘\JI‘\JMMMLuLuLuLuLuLuLu.hhhhhmmlﬂw’lm
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salisbury Corinthians® The 43 clubs on this page have been outright cup winners
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HAMPSHIRE FA: RUSSELL-COTES CUP WINNERS 1919 TO 2023 [Page 2 of 2)

Club

Southampton Borough Polics'
RAF. Calshat'

Roy=l Marines [E:e.'tne"|'|I The 3 clubs shown have shared the cup but not won it outright
Bournemouth

Christchurch

Cowes 5|:-|:'|'r.="'I

Partsmouth Gas Cn-mpan'(u

Basingstoke Town
Hamible Club

Pirelli General’
Romszey Town
Bournemouth Gasworks Athletic’
Couraze & Co [fkon)
East Cowes Victoria
Gazport Athletic'
Hayling United
Harndean

Millbrook
Moneyfields

Hew Milton® =27

bt [t | e | e L e i | rd | [ e | i | S| S (e |Finalists

oaoeala | |a|ae |ala|a |a|e|e|2 |2 |2 Wing
=0 =1 [=1C=11=1 [= [=1 (=1 (=1 £=1 =0 =1 =1 (=18 (=T [=1 C=1 [0 Ol Ol L F 0T |
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Sewventeen clubs hawve been finglists but have not won the trophy

103] & J103]210]Total (= 105 seasons

Notes for Club Codes [superscoript entries)

1 Club dishanded
2 Alton Town and Courage & Co (later Bass (Alon) FC) merged and now form the present day Alton FC
3 Won in 1935 as Totton FC. Later became AFC Totton via a merger
4 Club won cup as Boscombe FCin 1923 and |ater wins 25 shown. Mow AFC Boumemouth
5 Hawant Town and Waterooville both won the cup as s=parate entitities, also won as 2 merged club
& Thomycnoft's [Woolston] FC has 2 possible link to the present day Sholing FC
7 AFC Lymington was formed through 2 merger between Lymington Town and Wellworthy Athletic FCs
Another later merger occurred with Mew Milton Town. Lymington FC and New Milton Town are now
separate clubs
& Both Salisbury teams were separate clubs. The original side won in 1830 and added a 'City" suffix
to their name by their next final sppearance
8 This club won the competition when known as B.AT. in 1990
10 Indudes final sppearances when known 25 Swaythling FC
11 Portsmouth RN are the present day United Services Portsmouth FC
12 Initially appeared in a final as Portsea Island Gas Company
13 The first two finals were as Cowes FC, 3 subsequent merger occurred to become Cowes Sports FC
12 Won the trophy as Lymington FC and were subegquently finalists as Lymington Town [see also 7)

STURMINSTER NEWTON UNITED

In 1874 the club, which was then known as the Panthers FC, became the first ever club from the West
Country to participate in the FA Cup, reaching the second round on three occasions.

In 1877/78 they played the legendary Wanderers in the first round but lost 9-1.

In the 1890’s their name was changed to Sturminster St Mary’s, with the current name adopted in 1945.
They were among the founding members of the Dorset Combination in 1957, having previously played in
the Dorset League. After leaving the league due to financial difficulties in 1960, they played in the lower
Dorset Senior League until they re-joined the Combination in 1972. They remained in that competition
(since 2002 known as the Dorset Premier League) until 2011, when they were relegated to the Dorset Senior
League. During this time, they won the Combination Cup twice, in 1981 and 1995.

They moved from a public recreation ground to their own stadium in Honeymead Lane in 1996.

In 2011/12 under Gary Head, in his first full season in charge, the club won the Dorset Senior Trophy with a
1-0 win over Parley Sports at Wimborne Town.

In 2021/22 under the management of Nick Squires the club won its second Dorset Senior Trophy, beating
Merley Cobham Sports 2-1 at The County Ground, Hamworthy.

In 2022/23 the club continued their success adding the Dorset Premier League Cup to the trophy cabinet
beating Sturminster Marshall 4-1 at Wimborne Town.
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The 2023/24 season was one of the most successful in the history of the club as they won the Dorset Premier
League for the first time and gained promotion to Step 6.

The 2024/25 season exceeded their wildest dreams. Although not everything went their way on the pitch,
overall it was a terrific season with manager Nick Squires leading the club to eighth position just a few points
behind the play off places.

The 2025/26 season saw more history being made. Finishing second in Division One of the Western League,
the Cherries secured promotion to Step 5 through the play offs and will play Wessex League football in
2026/27.

Honours

Dorset League Division One Winners 1971/72

Dorset Senior Trophy Winners —2011/12 and 2021/22

Dorset Combination League Cup Winners —1980/81 and 1995/96
Dorset Premier League Cup Winners —2022/23 and 2023/24
Dorset Premier League Winners 2023/24

FA Vase campaigns

2024/25

First Round Qualifying Folland Sports AWAY Won
Second Round Qualifying Infinity HOME Won
First Round Proper Okehampton Argyle HOME Lost
2025/26

First Round Qualifying Ash United 1-1 [5-4 on penalties]
Second Round Qualifying Newport IOW 2-0
First Round Proper Okehampton Argyle 2-0
Second Round Proper Portland United 0-0 [3-1 on penalties]
Third Round Proper Hythe & Dibden 0-2
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It is with immense sadness and much regret that | have the task to
inform you that the long serving President of the Wessex League,
Bob Purkiss, has sadly passed away following a short illness.

All of our thoughts, prayers and condolences are sent to his wife
Monica and family, together with his many friends in football and
further afield.

Bob participated in the first batch of our league competition
matches, being in the middle for Steyning Town’s encounter with
Eastleigh on 6 September 1986. The Spitfires ran out as 2-0
winners that day.

Little did we know then how influential, cheerful and enthusiastic he
would become within our family, and also in other roles he filled across
our area.

He will be sorely missed.
RIP Bob.

AARON COOK

We heard during the week of the passing of Aaron Cook, who played and also had a managerial role with a
number of our clubs, and others across Hampshire, perhaps more noticeably when he was involved with
Bemerton Heath Harlequins during their Southern League campaign alongside Shaun Hale. Our thoughts
and condolences go to his wife, family and friends at this difficult time.

RIP Cookie.

We understand that there is a Charity match next Saturday (13 June) for him, with proceeds going to Cancer
research and the Football Foundation, it kicks off at noon at Priory Park, Elizabeth Way, Bishops Waltham,
5032 15Q. Dynamos Xl versus Cookies XlI. Please get along if you can support this cause.

GEOFF SMITH

Funeral Arrangements have been confirmed for AFC Stoneham’s late President of 60 years Geoff Smith.
The funeral will take place on Friday June 19th 15:30 at:

Wessex Vale Crematorium

Bubb Lane

Hedge End

S0O30 2HL

The family then invites everyone to celebrate Geoff’s life at Eastleigh Football Club after the funeral where
a hot and cold buffet will be available with tea/coffee plus bar.

The family have asked that everyone wears "A dash of purple " if possible.

The family will also be showing a live link to the service and we will publish this when available.

FA COMPETITIONS

Clubs will have received an email after their application to enter FA Competitions (one or more of The
Emirates FA Cup, The FA Vase and The FA Youth Cup) for season 2026-27. Please note, receiving this email
does not constitute acceptance into any of the above Competitions, a list of Clubs accepted into each
Competition shall be provided on the date below.

Clubs will also have received the round dates for The Emirates FA Cup, The FA Vase and The FA Youth Cup.
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On Friday 26 June 2026, the FA shall be releasing the below information for each Competition;

List of Clubs accepted into each Competition (Clubs not accepted into a Competition shall be
notified separately regarding that Competition on the same date)

List of Clubs to receive exemption

Prize Fund

Competition Rules

On Friday 3 July 2026, the FA shall be releasing the below information;

e The Emirates FA Cup — Extra Preliminary Round & Preliminary Round draws
e The FA Vase — First Round Qualifying & Second Round Qualifying draws
e The FA Youth Cup — Extra Preliminary Round & Preliminary Round draws

Towards the end of July/start of August 2026, Clubs shall receive the below;

e Carbonated team sheets (by post)
e FA wall planner (by post)

*Please note, all dates shown here are subject to change, any changes shall be communicated if required.

THE EMIRATES FA CUP

ROUND DATES

SEASON 2026-27

Extra Preliminary Round Saturday 8 August 2026
Preliminary Round Saturday 22 August 2026

First Round Qualifying Saturday 5 September 2026
Second Round Qualifying Saturday 19 September 2026
Third Round Qualifying Saturday 3 October 2026
Fourth Round Qualifying Saturday 17 October 2026
First Round Proper Saturday 7 November 2026
Second Round Proper Saturday 5 December 2026
Third Round Proper Saturday 9 January 2027
Fourth Round Proper Saturday 13 February 2027
Fifth Round Proper Saturday 6 March 2027
Quarter Final Saturday 3 April 2027

Semi Final Saturday 24 April 2027

Final Saturday 22 May 2027

THE FA VASE

ROUND DATES

SEASON 2026-27

First Round Qualifying Saturday 15 August 2026
Second Round Qualifying Saturday 12 September 2026
First Round Proper Saturday 10 October 2026
Second Round Proper Saturday 31 October 2026
Third Round Proper Saturday 28 November 2026
Fourth Round Proper Saturday 9 January 2027
Fifth Round Proper Saturday 6 February 2027
Sixth Round Proper Saturday 6 March 2027

Semi Final 1st Leg - Saturday 3 April 2027

2nd Leg - Saturday 10 April 2027

Final Sunday 16 May 2027
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THE FA YOUTH CUP- ROUND DATES SEASON 2026-27

Dates are subject to change if directed otherwise by The FA.
Qualifying Competition — Ties to be played in the week commencing:-

Extra Preliminary Round Monday 17 August 2026
Preliminary Round Monday 31 August 2026
First Round Qualifying Monday 14 September 2026

Second Round Qualifying Monday 28 September 2026

Third Round Qualifying Monday 12 October 2026

Competition Proper — Ties to be played by the following closing date:-

First Round Proper Saturday 31 October 2026
Second Round Proper Saturday 21 November 2026
Third Round Proper Saturday 12 December 2026
Fourth Round Proper Saturday 23 January 2027
Fifth Round Proper Saturday 20 February 2027
Sixth Round Proper Saturday 13 March 2027

Semi Final Saturday 10 April 2027

Final Saturday 8 May 2027

PRE-SEASON 2026/27

Clubs are requested to send in details of their schedule for 2026/27.

We already are aware of some, so we’ll start the list here- please send me any changes and additions.
Please do NOT forget that the HOST team also MUST obtain sanction from their County FA before the game
is played. Games are subject to change at little or no notice and are listed in GOOD FAITH, but please note
that the League have no control over the proposed schedules, nor as to whether any games are changed or
called off at short notice. Your editor is fairly certain that unless rules have changed clubs are not permitted
to arrange or play normal friendly games in the month of June - clubs will need to consult their County FA.

Spectators are strongly recommended to check nearer the time if making a special journey.
NOTES:

[1] Gerry Page Trophy
[2] Clive Saunders Memorial Trophy
[3] Barry Small Trophy

Friday 3 July

Clanfield v Cowes Sports

Dorchester Sports v Bournemouth
Hamworthy Recreation v AFC Stoneham
Winchester City v Colden Common
Saturday 4 July

Ash United v Eversley & California

Bishops Waltham Dynamos v Newport IOW
Blandford United v Wincanton Town
Fareham Town v Midhurst & Easebourne
Fleetlands v AFC Portchester

Hamble Club v AFC Netley

Hamworthy Recreation v Swanage Town & Herston
Hamworthy United v Poole Town

Locks Heath v Hedge End Rangers

Marlow v Yateley United

Moneyfields v Middlezoy Rovers
Petersfield Town v Infinity

Romsey Town v Bashley

Waterlooville v Folland Sports

Westbury United v Sturminster Newton United
Wimborne Town v Portland United

Saturday, 06 June 2026

The Wessex Post

[4] Hanna Cup
[5] Jack Bellows Trophy

Westleigh Park

Alderwood School
Elizabeth Way
Blandford School 3G
TBA

[Neutral venue]
Shaftesbury

[Neutral venue]
Moneyfields
Wide Lane
Cowplain School
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Wokingham Town v Cove

Tuesday 7 July

AFC Stoneham v Bashley

Bedfont Sports v Yateley United

Fleetlands v Locks Heath

Folland Sports v Winchester City

Hamworthy United Reserves v Bournemouth
Lymington Town v United Services Portsmouth
Millbrook v Colden Common

Molesey v Cove

Petersfield Town v Horndean

Wimborne Town v Christchurch

Wednesday 8 July

Bognor Regis Town v Fareham Town

Hedge End Rangers v Crofton Saints
Swanage Town & Herston v Blandford United
Thursday 9 July

Ringwood Town v Hamworthy Recreation
Friday 10 July

Bognor Regis Town v Hamble Club

Colden Common v Fareham Town

Cowes Sports v Newport IOW

Dorchester Sports v Downton

Shaftesbury v Sturminster Newton United
Saturday 11 July

Ash United v Guildford City

Blandford United v Laverstock & Ford
Fleetlands v New Milton Town

Frimley Green v Yateley United

Gosport Borough v Brockenhurst

Hedge End Rangers v Hythe & Dibden
Helston Athletic v AFC Stoneham

Holt United v Bournemouth

Horndean United v United Services Portsmouth
Locks Heath v Folland Sports

Midhurst & Easebourne v Hamworthy Recreation
Reading City v Cove

Saltash United v Portland United
Stockbridge v East Cowes Victoria

Totton & Eling v Clanfield

Waterlooville v Whitchurch United
Whitecroft & Bordon Sports v Romsey Town
Monday 13 July

Blandford United v Hamworthy Recreation Reserves

Sherborne Town v Westland Sports
Tuesday 14 July

AFC Stoneham v Midhurst & Easebourne
Bournemouth Electric v Brockenhurst
Colden Common v Infinity

Fleetlands v Hedge End Rangers
Hamworthy Recreation v Shaftesbury
Hamworthy United v Bashley

Hanworth Villa v Fareham Town
Laverstock & Ford v Winchester City

Saturday, 06 June 2026
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Bedfont Sports Club

[Neutral venue]
(4]
(1]

Deer Park
Days Park

Alderwood School
Blandford School 3G

[Neutral venue]

Deer Park

Cowplain School

Blandford School 3G

Page 17 of 20




Romsey Town v Cowes Sports
Sheerwater v Cove

Sway v New Milton Town

Totton & Eling v Hamble Club
Whitchurch United v Tadley Calleva
Wednesday 15 July

Bridport v Hamworthy Recreation
Portland United v Sturminster Newton United
Sandhurst Town v Yateley United
Thursday 16 July

Andover New Street v Lymington Town
Friday 17 July

Clanfield v Denmead

Saturday 18 July

AFC Netley v Colden Common

AFC Stoneham v Badshot Lea

Alton v Petersfield Town

Ash United v Banstead Athletic

Berks County v Yateley United

Blandford United v Downton

Bosham v Clanfield

Bournemouth Electric v Bashley
Brockenhurst v New Milton Town

Cove v Tadley Calleva

Fleetlands v Camberley Town

Folland Sports v Bournemouth

Hamble Club v Hedge End Rangers
Hamble v Hedge End Rangers
Hamworthy United v Holt United
Metropolitan Police v Fareham Town
Midhurst & Easebourne v East Cowes Victoria
Reading City v Romsey Town

Sherborne Town v Portland United
Tadley Calleva v Cove

United Services Portsmouth v Mob Albion
Whitchurch United v Hartley Wintney
Tuesday 21 July

AFC Stoneham v Havant & Waterlooville
Alresford Town v Petersfield Town
Andover New Street v Whitchurch United

Bournemouth v Hamworthy Recreation Reserves

Brockenhurst v Dorchester Town
Clanfield v Horndean

Downton v Weymouth

East Cowes Victoria v Newport IOW
Fareham Town v Poole Town
Fawley AFC v Stockbridge

Hythe & Dibden v New Milton Town
Laverstock & Ford v Ringwood Town
Midhurst & Easebourne v Hamble Club
Moneyfields v Folland Sports
Portland United v Bashley

Swanage Town & Herston v Hamworthy United

United Services Portsmouth v Infinity
Saturday, 06 June 2026
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Wide Lane

SB Stadium

Alderwood School
[Neutral venue]
Blandford School 3G
TBA

(2]

[Neutral venue]

[Neutral venue]
HMS Temeraire

Beatrice Avenue
Cams Alders

HMS Temeraire
Page 18 of 20




Whitehill & Bordon v Cove

Wednesday 22 July

Dorchester Sports v Romsey Town

Hedge End Rangers v AFC Netley
Sherborne Town v Middlezoy Rovers
Waterlooville v Colden Common

Thursday 23 July

Hamworthy Recreation v New Milton Town
Laverstock & Ford v New Milton Town
Friday 24 July

Laverstock & Ford v Shaftesbury

West Wight v Newport IOW

Saturday 25 July

Andover New Street v Colden Common
Ash United v Aldershot Town

Bashley v Dorchester Town

Blandford United v Sturminster Newton United
Bridport v Portland United

Brockenhurst v Folland Sports

Dial Square v Cove

East Cowes Victoria v Infinity

Fareham Town v AFC Portchester
Hamworthy United v Fleetlands

Hythe & Dibden v Newport IOW

Meon Milton v Clanfield

United Services Portsmouth v Paulsgrove
Verwood Town v New Milton Town
Whitchurch United v Hart United

Yateley United v Ashford Town Middlesex
Tuesday 28 July

Ash United v Tongham

Bashley v Poole Town

Colden Common v Alresford Town

Hedge End Rangers v Downton

Liss Athletic v Cove

New Milton Town v Laverstock & Ford
United Services Portsmouth v Hayling United
Willand v Sherborne Town

Wednesday 29 July

Whitecroft & Barton Sports v Newport IOW

[Neutral venue]

Deer Park

Gosport Borough

Camp Road

Blandford School 3G
[Neutral venue]

Cockleshell Community Ground
HMS Temeraire

Sean Devereux Park

HMS Temeraire

Gatcombe
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LEAGUE TABLES

In the League Tables section, an asterisk in any table means point adjustments have been made.
POS PREMIER DIVISION GD

Hamble Club

Portland United [P]
Andover New Street
Laverstock & Ford
Hamworthy Recreation
Baffins Milton Rovers
Sherborne Town
Brockenhurst
Downton

Petersfield Town
Millbrook

Cowes Sports

East Cowes Victoria
Christchurch

Bemerton Heath Harlequins
Hythe & Dibden
Bournemouth
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POS DIVISION ONE

Folland Sports
Colden Common
Yateley United [P]
Whitchurch United
Cove

Newport (loW)
Romsey Town
Hamworthy United
Ringwood Town
Amesbury Town
Kintbury Rangers
Frimley Green
Lymington Town
AFC Aldermaston
Clanfield

Alresford Town
Ash United

Fawley AFC

OCooNOYU B WN

Please note: United Services Portsmouth were sanctioned for failing to fulfil their final two scheduled
fixtures; against Frimley Green and Kintbury Rangers. The FA Full Time and League’s records have been
adjusted with both games having a score of 0-0, and awarded as a win and 3 points each to Frimley Green
and Kintbury Rangers, as well as two defeats for United Services Portsmouth.
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