
To Be, or Not To Be…  Consider This, and Ask Yourself 

If we consider change, what can we become, transform our 
community into?  TO BE:   

Mid -Michigan's Favorite Small Town - a place to visit, stroll, 
hang out, shop, eat, drink and snack. Meeting with friends 
and family going from one planned thing and be drawn to 
another.  A welcoming, inviting comfortable streetscape 
where residents and visitors can walk the entire area side by 
side.  A beautified downtown corridor positioned for future 
economic growth with improved utilities, hook ups closer to 
properties, the resources for fiber internet.  Offering the 
capacity for more Housing that in turn improves downtown 
Portland’s vibrancy.                                                      

If changes and compromises are resisted,  we can        con-
tinue as is  or NOT TO BE:   

Hang on to our cracked, deteriorated, mismatched side-
walks, overgrown trees, and cramped spaces.  Limp along 
with infrastructure that is well past it's life expectancy and 
beyond reasonable repair & maintenance.  Have residents 
and visitors come for a single purpose and get out, as most 
do now—not having their hair done then strolling to see the 
cute retail items in the business window down the street 
and do a little impromptu shopping, or plan a lunch with a 
friend.     

When we each do a brief analysis, and make considerations 
beyond self interest—the results are always for the greater 
good.  We did it just last year… we worked together and 
‘raised the roof’ on a beautiful centralized community park 
that is almost continuously in action.   
 
We considered in advance how sensitive this issue would be 
and have held two workshops, to start the process of analy-
sis with the community.  Tuesday night was well attended by 
current business and property owners.  The resulting con-
cerns, comments and opinions received there and by email 
will be compiled and presented to city council.   
        Portland strives to cultivate a strong economic environ-
ment that collaboratively embraces our history, culture and 
abundant natural resources.  The proposed project pro-
motes each of these initiatives, builds on each component, 
as well as improves and sustains  
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A Big Portland Welcome to  2 New Businesses!!   

the vibrancy of our community and historic business district 
for generations to come.   
We are a community that works together.  Joining forces 
once again, we can create an active downtown that is a via-
ble place to operate a business, a rewarding place to live 
and raise a family, and a fun place for visitors and residents 
to connect.  Currently the ‘shine’ is diminishing along our 
historic Kent Street business district, and we need a little 
help polishing things up for our businesses who no longer 
have the funding to make improvements of their own.  

With your help, these cohesive projects can provide the cat-
alyst for regaining useful life in our infrastructure and im-
proved conditions for mixed use development with aes-
thetics that encourage activity and lingering in the area, 
along with sociability and better opportunities to pivot when 
the world demands it of our small but mighty community  
Beyond what’s mentioned, the RAP Grant Application      
includes  *repairing the river wall along the Looking Glass 
River, beneath the old Keusch garage.   *transforming that 
area into a greenscape and gathering place   *replacing the 
Divine Highway Bridge  *adding parking to the old ADM lot. 

We really need your support, because it will allow for much 
more than a beautified landscape, it will help us all, and our 
businesses succeed and thrive.  We’re making this ask be-
cause the moment demands it.  Many of the proposed 
changes are required to receive MDOT funding . Combining 
the projects helps in our application for a Revitalization and 
Placemaking grant. Please seriously consider offering your 
support and/or solutions toward compromise.  We need this 
funding to get us to the finish line of a project that will com-
pletely update and transform the downtown area of the City 
of Portland MI in a way that our 
funding alone cannot accomplish.    

Games, Collectables, More 

Maple St. Next to Theatre 

Gifts, Thrifts 

And More 

244 Kent Street  
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Featured Business ~  ConfluxCity Brewing  Company     
Contributed by:   Kurt Fedewa 

ConfluxCity Brewing began in 2018 and is owned by Jim and Kiley 
Hilligan.  “I have been a home brewer for many years and I have 
thoroughly enjoyed doing it,” said Jim.  “Many friends told me that 
my beer is so good that I ought to do this for a living, so I decided 
to do just that.” 
    At any given moment, ConfluxCity has twelve to thirteen     
different beers on tap as well as three to four wines, a cider and a 
hard seltzer.  “We also sell good food,” said Jim.  “This includes 
smoked beef, pork, and corned beef, as well as Tex-Mex favorites 
and  other fare.” 
    Jim said that the most satisfying aspect of his business is     
knowing that people enjoy what he does.   “We view our restau-
rant as a community center where people get together as friends 
and enjoy themselves,” he said.  “This is the main reason why we 
do what we do.” 
    Jim explained the process of brewing beer.  “We brew beer by 
mixing grain and water into a mash; then we create a ‘wort’ which 
is simply unfermented beer.  We boil it in a large kettle, then chill  
it to fermentation temperature.  We add yeast and allow it to    
ferment for three to four weeks, then we carbonate it.  It is placed 
in kegs and at this point we have beer which is ready to serve.” 
    Jim grew up in Portland and then went to Virginia where he met 
his wife Kiley.  They moved back to Portland in 2016 and opened 
the brewery soon after.   “I love Portland,” said Jim.  “I moved back 
here to enjoy the small town atmosphere and the great people.      
I appreciate the rivers, the trails, and the surrounding nature.  It’s 
far from the pace of life in a big city.” 
    Future plans for ConfluxCity include further growth involving 
new beers and new menu items, with more opportunities to enjoy 
it all. 

                     110 N. Water St.  *  (517) 526-9091  
Tu, W, Thu: 4 - 10 PM  *  Fri, Sat: 12 - 10 PM  * Sunday: 12- 8 PM 
                        The Kitchen closes one hour before  
                    establishment closing except on Sunday.  

 
 

SOUNDS OF SUMMER 

Thursdays by Neal Mathison: 

Two Rivers Park Band Shell 

6:30pm—8pm 

Kiley  &  Jim Hilligan  /  Jennifer & Josh Cross                            
Portland  businesses turn local donuts into local drafts :) 

June 24-25  June 24-25  


