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e d i t i o n  o f

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Sunday
8:30am-Worship via Zoom
10:00am-Worship in Church 

& via Livestream on 
TheRedeemer.org

Daily
9:00pm-Compline via Zoom

Wednesdays
Noon-Eucharist in the Church

Monthly
4:00pm-1st Sunday Evensong

Zoom links may be found on the 
Parish Calendar at 

TheRedeemer.org/calendar

BY PETER VANDERVEEN

REDEEMER AS AN ANCHOR INSTITUTION

Organized around
principal themes of:

Parish News, 
Program Reports,
Arc of  Formation,

Budget & Stewardship, 
Outreach,

Choirs & Music, 
Legacy into Promise
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    “…to know God is to acquire gravity for the right things.”
                                                                                                                            Paul Holmer

In June, 2017, the page one article for 
The Voice began with the lines above. We 
were just beginning the Participation 
Phase our Legacy into Promise 
Capital Campaign. Nearly four years 
later, following the Campaign and 
the initiation of construction, having 
endured through weather delays and 
all the uncertainty of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we are now on the verge of 
publicly opening the new Parish House. 
As we begin an entirely new phase in 
our parish life (and who could have 
predicted how sweeping this statement 
would be) it might be beneficial and 
useful to be reminded of our originating 
vision. Below are substantial excerpts 
from that Voice article. 
We acknowledged that the current plans 
are unabashedly ambitious, and they will 
require an equally ambitious generosity. 
The work we hope to complete will serve 
the church deep into this century and for 
many generations, and it will strengthen The 
Redeemer’s role as an anchoring institution in 
the community. Thanks to the continuing 
generosity of parishioners, the building 
is up, and even though our opening has 
been curtailed by gathering restrictions, 
people have been able to see some of 
the changes and potential that our new 
and renewed spaces will invite. The vast 

majority of comments from those who 
have experienced the building have been 
ambitious in return.  
At the Annual Meeting in January 2017, 
John Fry, parishioner and President of 
Drexel University noted that anchoring 
institutions have four primary characteristics: 
• they are place based (not going anywhere); 
• they have non-profi t status and are self-

perpetuating, in size, scale, and impact; 
• they have a powerful mission infused 

with social purpose, committed to helping 
people, especially the less fortunate. 

• they have the ability and capacity to 
build mutually benefi cial and sustainable 
relationships within the community and 
can be an engine for social good and 
human progress.

This concept informed the design of 
the new building, and it was a constant 
touchstone in the Capital Campaign. We 
stated then that The Redeemer has a long and 
distinguished history as a leading institution 
and community—on the Main Line, for the 
city of Philadelphia, and within the diocese. 
This is easy to perceive in general terms: 
churches are usually associated with good 
works. But the nature of The Redeemer as an 
anchoring institution runs deeper and is more 
specifi c than goodwill alone. And our presence 
in the community is more than our ability 

to provide space for community groups. The 
Legacy into Promise campaign is our effort 
to preserve and advance the full heritage of 
the church. As we begin to occupy the 
Parish House and utilize its resources, 
we will also begin a series of initiatives 

Parish House photos throughout this issue.
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YOUTH

6 pm Holy Eucharist, Chapel

Summer Schedule
  8am Holy Eucharist, Rite I
 10am Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Children’s Chapel continues at this 
service throughout the summer
Refreshments and fellowship on the 
lawn follow this service.

MANAGING EDITOR: Ken Garner
CONTRIBUTORS THIS ISSUE:
Peter Vanderveen, Jo Ann Jones,
 Andrea Cayle, Michael Diorio, 
Jay Einspanier, Michael Palmisano,
Ken Garner

Deadline for the June issue: May 3

Church of the Redeemer  
230 Pennswood Road
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010

610-525-2486       Fax  610-525-8547
www.TheRedeemer.org

Facebook: RedeemerBrynMawr
Twitter: @TheRedeemerPA

Submission guidelines are available at
www.TheRedeemer.org/voice 
or by contacting Ken Garner. 

All submissions are subject to editing for 
grammar, content clarity, 

and space limitations.
Trish Bennett, Copy Editor pro bono

Episcopal Journal is published monthly by the Episcopal Journal. 
POSTMASTER: Send change of address to Episcopal Journal, PO Box 937, Bellmawr NJ  08099-0937

Back issues available at:
www.TheRedeemer.org/voice
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

The Rev. Peter T. Vanderveen
Rector
ext. 17
pvanderveen@theredeemer.org

The Rev. Jo Ann B. Jones 
Associate Rector
ext. 16
jjones@theredeemer.org

The Rev. Michael A. Palmisano
Associate Rector
ext. 13
mpalmisano@theredeemer.org

Michael Diorio, DMA
Organist & Director of Music
ext. 22
mdiorio@theredeemer.org
(M, T  & W office hours)

Tory Kline Dunkle, MTS
Director of Children’s Ministries
ext. 20
tdunkle@theredeemer.org
(Wednesday office hours)

Jay Einspanier
Parish Administrator
ext. 21
jay@theredeemer.org

Ken Garner
Director of Communications & Stewardship
ext. 19 
ken@theredeemer.org

Francesca (Fran) Merritt
Program Assistant
ext. 14
fmerritt@theredeemer.org
(M,T,W,Th 9-2 office hours)

Paulo Reyes
Sexton
ext. 18 
paulo@theredeemer.org

Betsy Wolford
Parish Accountant
ext. 11
bwolford@theredeemer.org
(M & W office hours)

A BEAUTIFUL ENTRANCE AND LOUNGE

The main 
entrance pro-
vides a wel-
come of light 
and hospitality 
and the lounge 
offers a place 
to gather and 
relax together.

PARISH OFFICES

The Parish Offices, located on two 
floors in the new building, provide 
the staff with modern spaces and 
equipment to enable parishioners’ 
ministries.
The staff confernce room 
is made possible through a 
generous gift from Gloria 
DePasquale in memory of 
William J. DePasquale.
The Rector’s office is made pos-
sible through a generous gift from 
Janice & Gordon Keen.
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BY PETER VANDERVEEN

A SPACE FOR EVERYTHING
AND EVERYONE

HELP END
HOMELESSNESS

BY ANDREA CAYLE

Redeemer Board Member to IHN 
(Family Promise of the Main Line)
The Redeemer has a long history 
with Interfaith Hospitality Network. 
IHN provides a caring and positive 
environment for homeless families 
while they design and implement a 
plan to break the cycle of homelessness 
in their lives. Using area congregations 
and the energy of several hundred 
community volunteers, IHN is 
dedicated to helping families who seek 
to be accountable, resilient, and strive 
for a better tomorrow.
Many of us have cooked meals, had 
dinner with our guests from IHN, 
brought toiletries, baby supplies, stayed 
with them as they spent the night in the 
parish house. 
This year, as COVID-19 has affected 
so many, especially those living in 
fragile economic situations, IHN has 
had to redefine itself.  Since churches 
and parishes were closed, IHN housed 
families battling homelessness in their 
building in Norristown.
This has all been done under the 
astounding leadership of Allegra 
Cressman, Executive Director of IHN. 
During this year of change, IHN has 
also taken the decision to align its name 
with a national organization comprised 
of over 200 affiliates. While the name is 
changing to Family Promise of the 
Main Line, they remain committed 
to the Interfaith Hospitality Network 
program, volunteers and donors 
who have built a strong foundation in 
helping families transition to housing 
and achieve sustained independence.
How can Redeemer Parishioners 
get involved? 

Last month, The Redeemer began 
“virtual hosting” by delivering meals 
to Family Promise.  If you are able to 
prepare a meal, donate an Amazon gift 
card, or simply write a letter or card 
of support, you are helping! Sign-ups 
are available on The Redeemer website.  
Delivery to Norristown is coordinated 
and we can pick up and deliver any 
donations.
The next weeks of virtual hosting for 
Redeemer are:

May 16 – May 23
July 25 – August 1

October 17 – October 24. 
Family Promise supporters help 
families open doors to a brighter 
future!

Parishioners Tiffany O’Neill and Andrea Cayle deliver meals 
during a recent Redeemer hosting week.

Regular IHN voluteer and parishioner
Mary Hopkins assists with mailing.

Over the past 12 seasons that I have been privileged to work at The Redeemer, I 
have also been gifted with the chance to engage in extensive cardio exercises while 
working within our music library. “The Bach Mass in B minor, you say? Allow me 
to go up into the tower of the church to fetch that for you. Would you like the 
‘Hallelujah Chorus’ or the entire Messiah oratorio?” (It is important to distinguish, 
as one could be found shelved in the cupboards at the end of the dark second floor 
hall of the Parish House, and the other crammed into the corner cabinet of the 
choir room storage area.)
When not playing Rapunzel in the tower, or scavenging for music in multiple other 
spaces, there was the important work of filing, distributing, sorting, cataloguing 
and general maintenance of the library. To be sure, our music library contains 
THOUSANDS of pieces of music and hundreds of anthologies. These date from 
the early 20th-century to modern day publications. The physical condition of these 
pieces and the requirements for their care and preservation vary greatly. 
Joan Warren, Connie Stuckert, Jennifer Patten and I have always worked 
harmoniously with one another. Each Tuesday for the past several years, our time 
together has been spent both in fellowship and dedicated labor. For a moment, 
though, imagine the four of us crammed into an office for two, with hundreds 
of pieces of music spread out on a narrow “banquet” table bedecked with piles of 
varying choral titles turned in by three different choirs at The Redeemer. There 
were times when that narrow space for work and sorting turned into frustrated 
exhalations and snorting. But no longer! 
The new Music Office and Choir Library now offers a home for ALL of our music. 
This fabulous space offers a dedicated place for both inventory and those who care 
for it: the music director, the choir librarians, an organ scholar and administrative 
assistant. With 56 wall shelves, two large lateral cabinets, island shelving and plenty 
of surface area, we can now work together at the same time without playing bumper 
cars.
Having scores spread all over the campus created enormous logistical nightmares, 
to say nothing of preventing the responsible custodianship for nearly a century’s 
worth of choral music purchases. However, with our new and glorious Parish 
House, all can be preserved and protected in the very first, climate-controlled 
music library in parish history. 
Next time you are in our new building, please stop by on the second floor to 
behold the spectacle of scores! We are all so incredibly grateful to those whose care, 
creativity and commitment have brought this remarkable building to fruition, as a 
legacy of our parish and gift to the broader. community. 

Music Librarians Joan Warren and Connie Stuckert with Michael Diorio in their “new digs.”
BY MICHAEL DIORIO
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BY MICHAEL PALMISANO

NEW  PARISH  HOUSE A PLACE TO   GATHER AND FOSTER COMMUNITY

developed both to increase the growth 
of the parish (in breadth and depth) and 
to expand the ways by which the church 
can serve the broader community. We’ll 
be exploring meaningful relationships 
with other institutions, and the facilities 
of the Parish House will enable us to 
be far more welcoming to community 
groups and organizations. 
From the start of this project, our 
goal was not simply to fix up what had 
become broken and worn. It was to find 
a creative and aesthetic way to better 
represent in our material structures 
the nature and spirit of the church. 
We wrote then that just as a home is not 
simply a house, and a house is not simply a 
building, The Redeemer is not just a place, 
or a set of buildings, or a campus. Churches 
convey a sense of permanence and stability. 
Unlike many other structures, they do not 
simply reflect the present, in whatever style 
is currently the trend. Nor are they merely 
historic. They evoke a sense of the continuity 
of time, connecting past and future within an 
account of meaning and promise. No other 
places do this in the same way or with the 
same power. And whole of the campus of 
The Redeemer accomplishes this: it provides 
places and structures for commemoration, 
worship, fellowship, education, and 
outreach. As parishioners—and even 
neighbors—have walked around the 
building or driven by, many have 
expressed their appreciation of how the 
building presents and how this corner 
of the campus exudes life and activity. 
People peer into the windows. They 
want to see what is inside. The structure 
is compelling. Some have marveled at 

how well we have preserved our history, 
even as we have built for our future. 
Building something is, inevitably, a sign 
of hope. It gives witness to people who 
are looking forward. We noted this by 
two comments. First, we stated that 
all our buildings and grounds serve as a 
testament to the care of many individuals 
for the greater community. Generosity begets 
generosity, and our campus and all that it 
supports is a constant reminder of the way 
that together we create and further the public 
good. And, second, from an opposite 
direction, it was observed that only 
human beings can belittle themselves. All 
other creatures simply are what they are… 
The core mission of The Redeemer is to contest 
belittlement, offering, instead, a vision of the 
dignity and uniqueness of every human being. 
The church exalts. It invites us all to a higher 
calling—one that has infinite extension. The 
church’s mission is inspiration. The beauty 
of the Parish House does just this. 
Paul Holmer’s statement above 
is succinct, but it notes how The 
Redeemer can be an integral anchoring 
institution. The good we do is not 
limited to programs we host and events 
we sponsor. It’s giving all people who 
happen by some feel for the gravitational 
pull of what is good, in all the varied 
interactions we have as persons. The 
church functions as a public conscience, 
whether directly engaged with other 
institutions or through the less formal 
influence of its members. Our place in 
the community is prominent: physically 
and socially and spiritually. It is our 
opportunity and responsibility to sustain 
the good we do. 

AN ANCHOR INSTITUTION, continued from the front 

RAYMOND LIBRARY

Within the walls of the “old” library, the Raymond Library of-
fers a room full of light and color. It was made possible through 
a generous gift in loving memory of Dr. F. Douglas and Carolyn 
M. Raymond by their children.

BURNS HALL

The room formerly known as the Assembly 
Room is now Burns Hall. It is filled with light 
from stunningly restored lead-glass windows. 
It will have state-of-the-art sound and audio 
capabilities
With gratitude for The Redeemer Commu-
nity, Radclyffe and Maria Thompson sup-
ported the renovation of this space named for 
the architect of the church the original parish 
house buildings, Charles M. Burns. Jr.

MASTERMAN HALL

Masterman Hall is a new large meeting space that will be equipped with state-of-the-art audio and video equipment. It is particu-
larly suited for use by our community and 12-Step groups with its direct outside access. 
It was made possible through a generous gift from Cheryl and Andrew Masterman.
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BY MICHAEL PALMISANO

BURNS HALL

The room formerly known as the Assembly 
Room is now Burns Hall. It is filled with light 
from stunningly restored lead-glass windows. 
It will have state-of-the-art sound and audio 
capabilities
With gratitude for The Redeemer Commu-
nity, Radclyffe and Maria Thompson sup-
ported the renovation of this space named for 
the architect of the church the original parish 
house buildings, Charles M. Burns. Jr.

ROOM 125

A stunning new space was created by gutting the former 
Sexton’s Cottage and creating a two-story meeting space. 
By wonderful happenstance, the rood screen fits perfectly 
into the space. The room is equipped with state-of-the-
art conferencing and presentation equipment. We’re in 
search of a name for this room.

THE KITCHEN

The new kitchen 
will provide us with 
wonderful hospitality 
opportunties with its 
modern appliances 
and spacious prepa-
ration and serving 
stations. 
The kitchen is made 
possible through a 
generous gift from 
Alta and Peter 
Hamilton

CHOIR LIBRARY AND MUSIC OFFICE

MASTERMAN HALL

Masterman Hall is a new large meeting space that will be equipped with state-of-the-art audio and video equipment. It is particu-
larly suited for use by our community and 12-Step groups with its direct outside access. 
It was made possible through a generous gift from Cheryl and Andrew Masterman.

Finally, a place for all of our choir music 
in one location.

NURSERY & 
CLASSROOMS

The brand new Nursery will welcome the youngest of our com-
munity in a functional new space, and renovated classrooms in 
the old building provide beautiful learning and meeting rooms.
The yellow room below is made possible through a generous gift 
from Susan W. and Warren Ayres in memory of Lucetta Sharp 
Alderfer. Additional classrooms will appear next month.
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BY PETER VANDERVEEN

DIOCESAN CONVENTION

AROUND THE PARISH

PARISH BUSINESS

HOW DID THAT HAPPEN
SO FAST

FILL YOUR TIME WITH
MUSIC FROM THE REDEEMER

NEW TEXT GIVING

There’s a new and exceedingly easy way to give 
to The Redeemer. Simply text TheRedeemer (no 
space) to 73256. The first time you will be asked 
to set-up your debit/credit card or bank account 
information, but going forward you simply text 
TheRedeemer to 73256, click on the link and 
enter the amount you wish to give and chose the 
fund where you want the gift to go. (Most times 
Pledge Contribution). Easy, peasy!

2021 PLEDGERS

BY JAY EINSPANIERMaisie Adamson
Paul & Mary Adkins
Richard & Kris Aldridge
Alexa Aldridge
Charlie Alexander
James & Julia Alexandre
Warren & Susan Ayres
Anne Barnett
I. Croom & Lyle Beatty
Jeffrey Bell
Eric Benke & 

Frances Merritt Thompson
Sandra Berwind
Lloyd Beyer
Barbara Billings
Diana Bittel
John & Lisa Black
Charlie & Susan Bloom
Barbara Borgersen
Al & Leslie Boris
Priscilla Bradshaw
Joseph & Mary Beth Bright
Jamie & Joan Bromley
Rick & Phyllis Brown
Jay Brown
Jim & Lin Buck
Andrew & Karen Bucklee
Don & Linda Caldwell
Bobbie Cameron
Drew & Babs Camerota
Lynne Chapman
Sam Chew
Chris & Kate Chojnacki
Blake & Julie Christoph
W. Morgan and Sonia Churchman
Peter & Kimberly Clement
Quartie & Barbara Clothier
Ellen Conlan
Bill & Joanne Conrad
Dick & Ottilie Conway
Peter & Elisabeth Cooke, Jr.
David Copas & Jennifer Vollmer Copas
Betsey Corkran
Ted & Polly Coxe
Jim & Betsy Crowell
Stephen & Margaret Dana
Chris & Betsy D’Angelo
Rick & Rita Davis
Bob & Lisa Davis
Gary & Becca Davis
Jack & Judy Dawson
Rod Day
Gloria de Pasquale
Darrell & Julia DeMoss
Bob & Sue Denious
Michael Diorio & Alan Causing
Sophie Donaghy
John & Melissa Donnelly
Rod & Carol Donnelly
Bill & Sally Dordelman
Joe & Elizabeth Dougherty
Nancy Drummond
Tory Dunkle
Rad & Susannah Edmonds
Hank & Martha Mel Edmunds
Joe Elefritz
Hentzi Elek & Sara Barton
Michael Erdman
Bill & Katharine Eyre, Jr.
Norma Fabian
Kitty Farnham
Philip & Suzanne Fisher
Gordon & Patricia Fowler
Phyllis French
John & Cara Fry
Nancy Gardiner
Ken Garner & Bob Mikrut
C. Meade Geisel
Tom & Anna Gerrity
Gay Gervin
Tony & Erin Geyelin
Emily Gibb & Stephen Ciottoni
Bruce & Gale Gillespie
Pete & Beth Goodhart
Laura Graham
Frank Grebe
Norman & Joan Greene
Al & Sallie Greenough
Grant Griffiths & Raffaella Lo Castro
Bill Gross & Jan Clarke
Peter Grove & Nancy Greene
Jim & Barbara Haley
Debbie Hamilton
Greg & Lorrie Harper
Carol Harris
Nancy Harris
Bill Hartz & Cynthia Cericola-Hartz
Joan Harvey
Jane Hastings
Meredith Hedden
Leo & Stacey Helmers
Margaret Helminska
Christine Henisee

John Herzog
Bob & Barbara Hobbs
James & Mia Holman
Bessy Hopkins
Mary Hopkins
Sandra Hudson
Janet Hunter
Alex & Tucker Hurtado
Kathy Hutchinson
Tony & Sally Jannetta
Steve & Nadia Jannetta
Wilson Jeffreys
Phil & Meghan Jodz
David & Joanna Johnson
Karl & Sheryl Johnson
Jo Ann Jones
Jim Jordan & Vanessa Lai
Bobby & Katharine Joyce
Allison Joyce
Helen Justi
Tac & Melinda Justi
Betty Justi
David & Kathy Justi
Gavin & Lori Kahn
Eldridge & Brooke Katzenbach
Chandra Kee
Gordie & Janice Keen
Susan Keith
Jim Kelleher & Rik Morris
Morris & Anne Kellett
Charles Kendall
Eric Keuffel & Meena Thayu
Barbara Kip
Jenny Kirkpatrick
Andrew & Kathleen Kline
Hope Knight
William & Cathy Kraft
Elizabeth Kuensell
Brian Kunz & Corinne Wilkinson
Barbara Ladd
Anthony & Judy Lame
Christian & Peggy Lane
Kevin Leahy & Devika Singh
John & MelanieLeBoeuf
Steve & Debbie Lee
Margery P. Lee
Mary Lee
Victoria Leidner
Timothy & Lauren Leithead
Gregory & Anita Lewicki
Nelly Lincoln
Roger & Monica Lind
Barb Linder
John & Elaine Lisle
Kyle & Marlies Lissack
Stephen LoCastro & Laurie MacKenzie
Marian Lockett-Egan
Charlie & Betsy MacIntosh
Joanie Mackie
Mackie & Charlotte MacLean
Christopher & Caroline Manogue
Craig & Celia Martin
Sandy & Louise Marx
Andrew & Cheryl Masterman
John Mather
Josselyn McAdam
Bob & Minkie McAdoo
Jim & Louise McCabe
Tony & Binney McCague
Brook & Connie McCann
Barbara McClenahan
Kathy McCoy
Don & Carolyn McCulloch
Joe & Suzanne McDevitt
James & Kristin McGinley
Ann McIlvain
Rodger & Lauren McKinney
Lisa McLean
Sandra McLean
Elizabeth McLean
Paul & Cindy McMullen
Sandy McMullin
Hunter & Pamela McMullin
Brooke & Patty McMullin
Gregg & Mary Miller
Wistie Miller
Harry & Rachel Miller
Scott & Sarah Miller
Sam & Carolyn Morris
Rob & Janie Morris
Perc & Sally Moser
Robert & Christine Mueller
Abraham Munabi & 

Susan Adeniyi-Jones
Jean Murdock
Lois Muscheck
Karen Nagel
Robert & Priscilla Nalls
Ted & Carol Neilson
Lathrop & Lorna Nelson
Nancy Nimick
Eric & Georgie Noll
Phil & Nancy Nord
Ryan & Rebecca Northington

Francesca Northrup
Mary Page
Michael & Theresa Palmisano
Frank & Mary Ellen Partel
Lanny & Ann Patten
Mark Patten
Roz Pendergast
Joyce Petersen
John & Emily Pickering
Hobie & Pamela Porter
Margot Powell
Laura Powell
Robert & Lisa Powell
Patricia Pruett
Dee Pugh
Alfy & Kathleen Putnam
Luisa and Eric Rabe
David & Jessie Rae
Doug & Lisa Raymond
Tom & Josephine Rees
Karl Richter & Susan Rushing
Jay & Gretchen Riley
Philip & Sandy Ringo
Herb Rorer
Daniel & Jessica Safford
Arden Saligman
Patricia Sandiford
Suzanna Saunders
Mort Saunders
Joan Schiller
Karl Schoettle
Nancy Schriber
David & Julie Schroeder
Marda Schropp
Sue Schultz
Ken & Amanda Schwenke
Presley Schwinn
Mary Beth Sedwick & Helen Wortham
David & Diane Senior
Win & Cannie Shafer
Nancy Sharp
Charlie Silio & Emily Snell
Kent & Anne Silvers
Dan & Patty Slack
Mimi Snyder
Carol Soltis
Roz Souser
Thorne & Marby Sparkman
David & Michele Spence
Rick Sperry & Nancy Collins
Tad Sperry & Ellen Harvey
Bailey Sperry
Blair Stambaugh
George Steele & Kathy High
Kevin & Tracy Steele
Scott & Alexis Stephan
Cindy Stephan
David Strawbridge
Steve & Bebe Strawbridge
Bill Streamer & Cecy Keller
Ann Strong
Connie Stuckert
Woozy Supplee
Kitten Susanin
John & Amy Susanin
Bill & Leslie Susskind
David Tachna & Catherine Carruthers
Radclyffe & Maria Thompson
Cissy Thompson
James & Susan Treadway
Christopher & Danielle Trucksess
Mike Tyler
Peter & Jill Unruh
Susan Van Allen
Elizabeth Van Dusen
Peter Vanderveen & Trish Bennett
Jacques & Stephanie Vauclain
Graham & Jane Wagner
Nancy Walker
Daniel Wallick & Jennifer Mogck
John & Karen Wallingford
James & Ellen Wang
Paul & Peyton Wanglee
Skip Ward
Michael & Kathy Warhol
Joan Warren
Joel & Phyllis Wasley
Frank & Margaret Welsh
Richard & Pat Wesley
Daniel Wesley
Nancy Wessells
Brad & Elaine Whitman
Pam Wilford
Lauren Wilkinson
Julie Williams
Claude & Martha Wintner
Charlie Wood
Alan Wood & Hilarie Johnston
Guy Woodruff
David & Ginger Woods
Sook Hee Yoo
Chris Zafiriou & Jessica Harper
3 Anonymous Housesholds

We are grateful to all those who have already committed to Stewardship 2021. 
Here is a list, as of April 15, of those who have already made a pledge. Thank you!

It’s not too late to  join this list by making a pledge online at: 
www.TheRedeemer.org/pledge.

311 Pledges = 1,002,475.70   Overall Increase of 12.55%

The play space was trans-
formed from a veritable 
mud pit to a nice play 
area, including a drainage 
system, in just over 24 
hours. Magic? Perhaps 
not, but it does have to 
do with cooperation and 
trust: cooperation in 
making the time to discuss 
the inevitable issues 
and details, and trust in 
the person or persons 
executing the plan.
This is how we work with 
our long-term service 
providers who know our 
campus so well. Most 
have keys to our buildings 
since they are often times 
needed outside of normal 
working hours. All are on 
a first name basis with our 
clergy and staff.
In the parlance of the 
service industry, we 
measure results in 
response time and first-
time fix. Response time—that is, the time from the call to the arrival on campus—
should be relative to the immediacy of the issue. No heat in January should require 
a response in a matter of hours not days. First-time fix means that the issue should 
be resolved and returned to normal on that one call. At the very least, the service 
provider should provide us a temporary fix if they need additional parts, or need to 
further investigate a “permanent” fix.
Given the age of some of our buildings (I can now say some rather than all), 
institutional knowledge is key to properly diagnosing the cause of the problem 
and preparing a solution. Both our electrician and plumber (Jim Hornung and 
Kip Ferguson), are the second generation of skilled providers who have worked 
with The Redeemer; they are dedicated professionals. Our HVAC group, (Heating, 
Ventilation & Air Conditioning) Sebastian & Sons, have been with us for nearly 
10 years. They installed the HVAC system in the new Parish House. These skilled 
craftsmen work with us to keep our buildings both safe and operational. Learning 
the new Parish House is the next challenge. Hopefully, it will be a long time before 
they will need to fix anything.
Cooperation and trust are critical in the service industry to realize fast and complete 
solutions.
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A Yule Blog

TO SET OUR HOPE ON. . . 
BY MICHAEL PALMISANO

FORMATION

Early on in my tenure at The Redeemer, I preached a sermon about the notion of 
hope, a concept that can never really be overemphasized. By my estimate, hope is 
the promise of an end which can shape the beginning. The Christian hope is about 
a final reality of resurrection—life, a reality which helps us make sense of every 
other minute that comes before it.
This is the proclamation that the Church makes. The end of the Gospel story is 
resurrection, and we are invited to live every moment under the light of that 
resurrection. The hope-filled end of our earthly pilgrimage can deeply affect our 
present realities, both the mundane and the exceptional. While it is always an 
appropriate time for us, as people of faith, to hope, this present moment feels 
particularly appropriate for us to begin hoping, or at least dreaming, anew. 
The global community has now endured an entire year of pandemic upheaval and 
constraints, and it is truly sobering to recall Easter of 2020 and Easter 2021 in the 
same breath. A year ago, the world was 
enduring one of the tightest lockdowns it 
would be faced with, and was gripped with 
the dual fears of death and an unknown 
future. However, this Easter, when I 
walked down the aisle at The Redeemer 
amidst the 160 people in our pews, the 
vitality of a pre-pandemic church was 
(nearly) tangible again. It seems that more 
and more people are being inoculated 
against the virus and against the fears with 
which it has gripped us.
As soon as the initial shutdowns began last 
March, people were already speculating 
what life could look like in a post-
pandemic society. Now it seems that 
this new life is no longer miles away, but 
perhaps only six feet (or less). I think 
that the depth of the losses incurred by 
social distancing and increased hygiene 

practices are already being realized. Now that we have begun drawing nearer to 
one another, worshipping with one another, and at times embracing one another, 
we are becoming increasingly aware of what had been so absent. For over a year 
we have distanced ourselves out of the deepest care and compassion for each other. 
Now what will it look like when our lives can be lived in a new mode and our love 
can be given with a new generosity? 
What do these renewed possibilities mean for communities of faith? What do they 
mean for this community of faith? Ultimately, I think a great deal of collective 
dreaming, discovering, and hoping will be necessary for us all. 
As we enter the fall of 2021 as a church community, we have a great number of 
things to dream about and many things to hope for. With the completion of the 
new Parish House, not only will we be inhabiting a new mode of being, but we will 
be inhabiting a new space for being. The moment is ripe for us to begin dreaming 

again and fully embodying the great 
hope delivered to the Church through 
Christ.
Who do we want to be as the Church as 
we enter the fall and the next seasons of 
our life together? What do we want to 
learn together? What do we want to do 
as a people of faith gathered together by 
Christ? I invite you to begin dreaming 
with us (the vestry, staff, and clergy) 
about these things. Communicate these 
dreams with one another and please, 
always communicate them with us. It is 
a thrilling time for us to be the Church 
together. The hope once delivered to 
us through Christ’s resurrection has 
liberated us to participate in God’s 
dream for the world, and we are freed 
to live out a life worthy of this calling—
of God’s dream for the world.

Looking out the widow from Michael’s new office.

BOOK REVIEW: GOD AND THE PANDEMIC
BY JO ANN JONES

Charles Dickens described March as,
“When it is summer in the light, and 
winter in the shade.” As we marked a full 
calendar year of pandemic retreat, the 
line perfectly captures more than the 
weather; it distills our current moment, 
when the medical miracle of vaccines 
is racing against new virus variants and 
our collective distancing fatigue. Now it 
feels as if we’re living between seasons.
Today’s headlines resonate like changes 
in the weather. “Pfizer, Moderna 
Vaccines Stop Infections in Real-World 
Study” feels like nourishing golden 
sunlight. “CDC Director Warns of 
‘Impending Doom.’”  Harbingers of 
warmer weather are seen, but it’s still 
too chilly to set out tender plants.
We have struggled with isolation, 
anxiety, proximity to mass death and the 
ability to keep it all at bay. It is refreshing 
and needful to recognize that we don’t 
need detailed analysis up to know who 
is suffering the most. What we need is 
to be compassionate about the way life 
is incredibly hard.

This past winter 
and early spring 
the Pastoral Care 
Committee read a 
short yet insightful 
book, God and the 
Pandemic, by N. T. 
Wright, professor of 
New Testament and 
early Christianity 
at the University of 
St. Andrew and a 
prolific writer. The 
book is the result of 
2020 invitation to 
write a short piece 
on the pandemic.
Referring to pas-
sages in the Book 
of Acts, Wright 
reminds his readers 
that Agabus, an 
itinerant prophet, warned the people of 
Antioch that there would be a famine. 
What were the people to do? Rather 
than blaming others or believing the 

famine to be 
some sign from 
God, they asked 
themselves three 
questions: Who 
is going to be at 
special risk when 
this occurs? What 
can we do to 
help? And whom 
shall we send? 
In some respect 
there are the very 
questions that 
have arisen in 
the course of this 
pandemic. What 
occurred to the 
early Church was 
that the believers 
found that God 
was inspiring 

their resolves by his own presence. The 
Holy Spirit’s movement caused believers 
to assume their responsibilities as God’s 
eyes and ears and to do what was 

needed in the world. They responded to 
what they could do to help. This is hard 
work—to enter into the suffering in the 
world. But as the apostle Paul notes, we 
are called to hard work, knowing that 
God is at work with us. We have become 
part of God’s saving purpose.
We are also urged to lament. Wright 
sees this as “the vital Christian response” 
to the pandemic. He speaks of lament in 
terms of a prevailing expression in the 
Psalms. Lament cries out that things are 
not as they should be. The words express 
complaint, questioning, sorrow, anger, 
frustration and bitterness. But one must 
recognize that grief is a part of love. 
And we must live with its expression 
as much as that of love. It is powerfully 
evident in Christ’s resurrection. Our 
responsibility is to respond to the pain 
of the moment as the church in Antioch 
did, and to discern what we can do to 
help, having faith in the divine shaping 
of the outcome.
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And, as this issue goes to press, the landscaping is arriving.
Watch for outside photos next month—including the beautiful nightime lighting.

GLORIOUS SPACES

Even the hallways are filled with natural and enhanced lighting. Decorative lighting throughout the Parish House was made possible through a generous gift from Betsy 
and Jim Crowell. The restored and relocated mosaic was made possible through a generous gift from Betsey Corkran and her family.

One of the more beautiful gathering spaces (of the many) is the “porch” area along the corner of Pennswood and Fishers Road. This space was made possible through a 
generous gift from Kathy High and George Steele in memory of Lacy Thacker High.

Outdoor spaces will enhance our gathering capabilities. The Terrace is made pos-
sible through a generous gift from Diane and David Senior.The Courtyard is made 
possible through a generous gift from Anna and Tom Gerrity. The Play space is made 
possible through a generous gift from Priscilla Bradshaw Page.
The main entrance ramps are made possible through a generous gift from Will, 
Peter and Brian Vogt in memory of their parents William and Lorine Vogt.




