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the Pleasure of ContInuIng to arrIve
On the Sunday before Memorial Day, 
just before the first service, I walked 
down each of the side aisles of the 
church opening the windows as I 
went. It’s become a habit ever since 
the outbreak of Covid-19. None of 
us really knows whether this is in 
any way an effective step in reducing 
the rate of infection. The portions of 
the stained-glass windows that swing 
forward and down are small, and the 
openings are negligible, especially in 
proportion to the vast cubic footage of 
the building. This habit might amount 
to no more than a gesture, but it feels 
careful. It feels, in fact, like an act of 
care on behalf of all those who will be 
attending, even if the addition of the 
fresh air wafting in provides only the 
slightest benefit. Yet with this in mind, 
I took up once again what has become 
entirely routine. 
As I went, however, I noticed for 
the first time in many months, that 
almost all of the sections of the stained 
glass that could be opened include 
inscriptions in memory of parishioners 
who died years before. The upper 
parts of the windows depict Biblical 
events; these are what we usually see 
and expect—Jesus reaching out, Jesus 
embracing others, Jesus commissioning 
disciples. But below these Biblical 
scenes are the names of those who 
commissioned the windows and the 

names of those on whose behalf the 
work was done and dated. And I 
was struck by what a powerful and 
beautiful witness these inscriptions 
are. Yes, they can be easy to overlook; 
but, nonetheless, day in and day out, 
across decades and generations they 
have served and continue to serve 
as reminders—to whoever may be 
walking by in an otherwise perfunctory 
manner—that the church is a rich 
repository of both memory and hope. 
It’s one thing to know this in a 
relatively abstract way. We attach 
names to all sorts of places, 
institutions, and initiatives. Names 
are everywhere. Yet, most of the time, 
while these might help us identify a 
building or a wing or a program, we 
aren’t able or inclined to attach these 
names to the distinct persons who 
they reference. It’s quite another thing 
to suddenly feel a recognition and 
association and appreciation of those 
mentioned. The last time I made an 
unexpected visit to the emergency 
room at Bryn Mawr Hospital, I 
realized after several hours there that 
a plaque on the wall in the room to 
which I had been assigned honored 
donors who I know—members of 
the church. This personal connection 
made me feel differently about my 
time at the hospital; the room was less 
institutionally sterile. And I was ever 

more grateful for having friends who 
would extend their generosity in this 
way. 
When I had opened the last of the 
windows, I stopped and gazed across 
the nave of the church. A couple of 
ushers were greeting people as they 
were entering. Some were already 
seated, nodding to others as they 
walked by. I could hear car doors 
shutting and the voices of people 
outside heading up the sidewalk toward 
the narthex entrance. It’s a lovely 
rhythm, the choreography of arriving. 
It’s been a part of the experience at 
The Redeemer for nearly a hundred 
and fifty years. And watching and 
listening gave me an extraordinary 
sense of inclusion—in the language that 
is uniquely the church’s—an inclusion 
in all that “was and is and ever will 
be.” And no less than that. The names 
in the windows seemed to point to 
a reality that is the church’s alone: a 
fellowship that is never closed off, the 
full and incomprehensible communion 
of saints. I can’t say that the persons 
named felt more present to me: my 
path never coincided with theirs. But I 
felt that I was somehow more present 
to them, that I had joined in a long and 
marvelously continuous line of persons 
who have gathered at The Redeemer in 
order to place themselves before God 
and imagine their lives in the light of 

God’s promise. I was simply opening 
windows; but so much more was 
opened in me. I was surprised by this 
joy. 
The season of Eastertide culminates 
with the Feast of Pentecost. It is one 
of four principle feasts in the church 
year, but it is largely overlooked. For 
too many years it has been subjected 
to the withering banality of being 
called and celebrated as the “birthday 
of the church,” complete with balloons 
and cake. This strikes me as well-
intentioned silliness that has eroded 
the true substance and promise of 
what church is. Church is a fellowship 
with God and others that defies 
any lines of boundary—to which, 
somehow, individual parishes like The 
Redeemer give witness, in glass and 
stone and in all the ways people arrive 
to stand and sit and kneel and sing 
with others. 
I’m aware that summer is beginning. 
I’m even more aware that the long and 
deep habit of parishioners is to take 
an extended break from attending. 
It’s more perfunctory than inevitable. 
Maybe, however, some might be 
as startled as I was in realizing the 
community of which we are all a part, 
and the pleasure of continuing to 
arrive. 

 
We’ll also say goodbye to Michael Palmisano.
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Formation

By tory dunkle

One of my greatest joys as a parent 
has been cultivating daily practice of 
reading and watching Anna’s love for 
books blossom. Even at this early age, 
she loves to just cuddle up in one of 
our beds with a pile of books. Like 
all kids, she gravitates towards her 
favorites. Now because I always try to 
include one or two “God” books in our 
story times, a good many of those are 
her favorites too. (Don’t worry, she 

gets a healthy dose of Goodnight Moon 
and Chicka Chicka Boom Boom). 
Over the years parents have often come 
to me asking for recommendations 
for good age-appropriate books about 
faith to share with their children. This 
summer I will use this space to share 
some recommendations. And I thought 
it was only appropriate to start with our 
youngest children and share some of 
Anna’s favorites. 

Read Aloud 
Bible Stories, 
Volumes 1-4 
by Ella K. 
Lindvall
My favorite go-
to picture books 
for toddlers 
and young 
preschoolers. 
Pairing clear 

simple language with fun rhythm 
and rhymes, these short Bible stories 
introduce young children to key Bible 
stories while keeping their attention!

God’s Dream by 
Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu
This is my favorite 
book that addresses 
diversity from 
a faith context. 
Archbishop Tutu 

does a beautiful job in presenting unity 
and diversity as part of God’s desire for 
the world. The unique part about this 
book that I find particularly powerful 
is its willingness to acknowledge that 
people get angry and hurt one another. 
But through God’s love forgiveness and 
love is possible.

One Lost Sheep 
by Rhonda 
Gowler 
Greene
Lost sheep 
picture books 
are popular 
popular for 
children’s 

authors. But often they turn the parable 
into a cutesy sheep story at the expense 

of the parable itself. Greene does 
a great job of sticking to the actual 
narrative while using a sing-song 
rhythm to pull kids in. The book has 
recently been reissued, but do yourself 
a favor and search for the 2007 edition 
for its classic hand-drawn watercolor 
illustrations.

Easter is 
Coming by 
Tama Fortner
Advent books 
are fairly easy to 
find. But quality 
Lent books for 
preschoolers? 

They are next to impossible to find. I 
especially like Fortner’s book because 
she tells the redemption story from 
the beginning: Adam and Eve. She 
quickly progresses to the prophets and 
then to Jesus, telling the entire Holy 
Week narrative. All throughout she 
repeats the refrain: “Easter is Coming” 
as a reminder of the hope to come.

By Jo ann Jones

Article I, Section 1 of the Constitution 
of The Episcopal Church establishes 
the General Convention as the highest 
authority of The Episcopal Church. It is 
a bicameral body consisting of a House 
of Deputies, lay and clergy deputies, and 
a House of Bishops. General Convention 
attempts to be representative of the 
Church in that each of the 100 dioceses 
elects four lay and clergy deputies 
to represent it. Both Houses must 
pass the same piece of legislation in 
the same form and language for it to 
become binding. The Convention meets 
every three years; this 80th General 
Convention will be held in Baltimore, 
MD from July 9 to July 12.
The development of the General 
Convention reflects how the polity of 
the United States has influenced the 
polity of the Church. It also reflects the 
belief that all members of the Church—
lay, deacons, priests and bishops—are 
also ministers of the Church who have 
responsibility for its governance. The 
democratic nature of Convention is 
the distinguishing characteristic of the 
Church’s hierarchy. The central power 
does not reside in one person, but in all 

the people of the Church. 
This year, of course, the Presiding 
Bishop and the President of the House 
of Bishops have had to wrestle how 
to hold General Convention in the 
midst of the COVID pandemic. A 
number of people who attended the 
Executive Council meeting in April 
contracted COVID and the planners 
of Convention were aware of the 

outbreak in this Diocese following its 
clergy conference. After a meeting of 
the Executive Council, the Convention 
Design group made the following 
recommendations for Convention: 
Convention will be held July 9-12. 
Only bishops, deputies, essential staff 
will attend, with volunteers and a 
limited media presence. There will 
be no exhibit hall. Visitors will be 

General Convention

Ms. Tory’s Book Club - Preschool Edition
Ministries with Children

accommodated only in extraordinary 
circumstances, such as companions 
for people with disabilities. Dioceses 
should consider sending just one 
clergy and lay alternate; deputy 
Church-affiliated organizations should 
refrain from holding events and 
receptions in Baltimore during July 
8-12.
The agenda will be greatly pared down 
to address the most pressing matters, 
including election of the President 
and Vice President of the House of 
Deputies, members of Executive 
Council and the budget for the next 
three years.
On a personal note, I have served the 
Convention in a variety of ways, as 
member of four legislative committees 
and chair of two and assistant secretary 
of Convention. This will be my 
ninth and final General Convention. 
I attended my first as an Alternate 
Deputy in Philadelphia and will end 
in Baltimore, my home town. It seems 
auspicious to me to round out my 
service, having gone from home to 
home.



June 2022                          Voice of The Redeemer     3

Confirmation Class Visits with IHN
Formation
By Michael PalMisano

with reflections from the Confirmation Class of 2022

Our third cohort of “Confirm not 
Conform” (CnC) confirmands 
has made their way to the end of 
the program year! Each year our 
Confirmation leaders strive to provide 
an experience which might allow for 
honest conversations and intentional 
growth with our youth. As is becoming 
The Redeemer’s custom, we planned 
our calendar year together in such a 
way that engagement and formation 
wouldn’t stop the moment the Bishop 
took his hands off the forehead of each 
youth. We recognize that Confirmation 
is not a destination but rather a 
moment along a much longer journey 
of faith. We always wish to respect 
that. 
After their 
Confirmation day 
on February 6, our 
youth shared their 
time on subsequent 
Sundays, working 
with their teachers 
to unpack the 
concept of vocation 
in the context of The 
Redeemer and the 
wider community. 
Many confirmands 
in this year’s cohort 
were already serving 
in lay leadership roles 
at The Redeemer but 
some took on new 
responsibilities after February 6. A 
couple of them even began serving as 
lectors after their confirmation! It is 
our hope that this type of discernment 
will continue throughout the many 
twists and turns of their lives.
With their attention set upon the 
wider community, our students 
discerned that their group service 
project ought to be hands-on 
so that the possibility of mutual 
transformation to those served and 
those being served might be available. 
Along with their teachers, the students 
decided that they wanted to work 
with Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(IHN), a longstanding parish partner. 
After a great deal of coordinating 
efforts with IHN directors, Redeemer 
liaisons, and confirmation leaders, 
the group planned to host a picnic for 

current families and past 
graduates of the IHN 
program.  
The day of the picnic 
(May 14) proved to be 
an edifying experience 
for all those involved. 
Our students and 
leaders prepared 
lunches at the Parish 
House before heading 
over to the IHN Day 
Center in Norristown. 
Our students shared in 
extended conversation 
with IHN directors 

about the realities of homelessness in 
Montgomery County and in this nation. 
We gained a broader understanding 
of the daily work of IHN and the daily 
challenges that the families of IHN 
encounter in their struggles with 
housing insecurity. Afterward, some 25 
parents, guardians, and children joined 
us for a backyard picnic. The families 
and the IHN employees were such 
gracious hosts to us during our time 
together. Below I want to provide a few 
reflections and observations from our 
youth and teachers from that day: 
One student was particularly interested 
in learning about the financial decisions 
of IHN and how they were able to 

fund programs 
and implement 
grant money from 
institutions like The 
Redeemer. They were 
also intrigued to hear 
that IHN holds various 
investments for long-
range institutional 
planning.
Many students were 
shocked to learn that 
the largest single-adult 
shelter in Montgomery 
County will be 
closing in the next 
month due to funding 
issues. They began to 

see how limitations in resources and 
funding can affect the lives of dozens of 
individuals, and can influence the work 
of organizations like IHN. IHN will soon 
be one of many local organizations who 
will work to offset the closing of this 
resource. 
The group was impressed that the 
centrally organized homelessness hotline 
in Montgomery County is capable of 
dispatching social workers and necessary 
intake/resources within 24 hours.
We were all taken with just how 
much IHN does with so little. IHN 
owns a single shared-wall row home 
in Norristown in which their five 
full-time and part-time  employees 
work, and in which day programs are 
provided for families being served 
by IHN. Throughout the pandemic, 
with religious congregations unable 

to welcome families overnight, 
IHN has had to cut down on the 
number of families they can serve. All 
individuals have been confined to full-
time residence in this same home in 
Norristown.
Our students came to understand 
that homelessness does not have a 
singular image. Unbeknownst to us, 
countless individuals in our own lives 
and daily circles may be on the verge 
of homelessness on a regular basis. 
This reality was further hit home when 
our eighth graders met a young man 
previously served by IHN who will be 
one of their classmates next year at a 
local high school. 
The opportunity to be with the 
families and employees of IHN in their 
space was a grace-filled encounter for 
the group. As we set to depart, our 
hosts encouraged us to keep three 
things in the front of our minds as we 
wondered how we might continue 
to support IHN. Program Director 
Elizabeth Bertolet offered us the 
following:  

1. Keep them in your prayers
2. Visit with IHN more often and 

consider serving as a host
3. Continue in our efforts that 

close the boundaries between 
us 

Thank you, teachers, and students, for 
what you brought to this year’s class. 
Your honesty with one another and 
your engagement were a gift to all of 
us. As we say goodbye to this year’s 
students and look towards a 2022-2023 
cohort, please consider those in your 
own lives who might benefit from The 
Redeemer’s year-long Confirmation 
program. To whom could you provide 
this gift? Invite them to join us in the 
fall!

It’s the Little Things That Matter
ParIsh BusIness

By Jay einsPanier

We all have expectations and, for the 
most part, positive ones. I believe it is 
simply part of human nature and how 
we think as Americans: Things will 
always get better.
Usually, things do work out a bit better 
than our expectations. So, a bit of self-
reinforcement is not a bad thing. In 
fact, it helps us get out of bed in the 
morning and start the day.
When we opened the new Parish 
House, I had what I thought were 
realistic expectations regarding how the 
building would operate and what might 
break, or at least not function perfectly 
out of the gate. So far, so good in this 
regard. However….

We are still working 
on a list of little, 
somewhat nagging 
items. These include 
such things as sticking 
doors, paint touch 
ups, squeaking floors, 
misaimed lighting 
fixtures, etc. You get 
the drift.
While we check off 
many of the items, 
more seem to pop into 
their space. Mostly, 
this has to do with 
the simple use of the 

building. We have been here now for 15 
months. Things inevitably wear as their 
time in place increases. This, however, 
does not play well with my lack of 
patience.
We will continue to address the items 
as they pop up. The simple fact is 
that usually the little things that are 
noticed first. More importantly, it is 
the unaddressed little issues that lead to 
bigger expenses.

EDITOR’S NOTE

The playground equipment should 
be installed by the fall and estimates 
for the improvements of accoustics 
are due back soon.
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Program
a trInItarIan PatternBy Michael PalMisano

By Michael diorio

3-year chapter with me. 
My new role as a father has fleshed 
this pattern out for me further and 
has provided me some language to 
reflect upon my three years here at The 
Redeemer. In just three years, a parent 
observes a child coming into being out 
of nothingness. In that same span, a 
newborn baby begins to stand on her 
own two feet. Further into those three 
years a toddler finds her voice. In just 
three years a new, walking, talking, 
thinking person can emerge out of the 
love of a family.
In some analogous way, I feel like I can 
say the same of my time here at The 
Redeemer. I came here on my first 
Sunday, June 2, 2019, as a lay member 
of the church. By the following Sunday 
I wore the stole of a deacon over 
my left shoulder. Six months later, I 
draped the stole of a priest around both 
shoulders. In the context of this church 
family, you called out of me something 
entirely new – a priest emerged where 
there once was not.
The way a priest comes into existence 
is discussed in seminary classrooms in 
a twofold manner: ontologically and 
functionally. On one hand, the Church 
asserts that the laying-on of hands by 
a bishop confers Holy Orders upon 
a person and thereby, something of 
that person is fundamentally changed 

(an ontological change). On the other 
hand, we must recognize that a priest is 
made a priest by the change in function 
which a person undergoes. In the same 
way that medical students are often 
consulted as doctors long before they 
are made so, the same often happens to 
a seminarian and the newly ordained. 
A priest is made by the mutual 
recognition of what is shared between 
the caregiver and the care receiver (a 
functional change). 
In precious moments you have looked 
at me as a priest and have given me the 
privilege to give to you in your need. 
This mutuality of seeing and giving 
is precisely what has allowed us to 
communicate blessing to one another. 
In ways that are often available only 
in retrospect, you have helped me see 
that the Holy Spirit is active when the 
givenness of life is seen in the reflection 
of one another. I hope that throughout 
my time here you have felt a measure of 
that same Spirit which I have felt in our 
many encounters.
I’m so eager for my new role as a 
school chaplain at Episcopal Academy 
and am so grateful for the quiet ways in 
which you, knowingly or unknowingly, 
have helped me name this new form 
of ministry as a “call.” You are the 
ones who have pushed and pulled and 
provided the context for me to name 

this call and take hold of it. I hope that 
it, too, will be a context in which I 
may continue to preach the Gospel and 
be called deeper into the priest I am 
meant to be.
Although I now step away from my 
formal ministry here, I remain certain 
that my return visits to the nave of 
The Redeemer will continue to fill 
me with the stabilizing, nostalgic, and 
life-giving feelings of walking into a 
former home. This will always be the 
place where I laid before the altar and 
received the orders of priesthood. It 
will always be to me the place where 
I first stood at the altar and prayed 
the words our Lord did nearly 2000 
years ago. It will always be the place 
where my daughters were immersed in 
the waters of baptism and welcomed 
by you all into the household of the 
God. You have seen in me and given 
to me the calling of a priest and have 
allowed me the space to emerge as the 
priest I am yet becoming. For that, and 
for the countless blessings you have 
communicated to me and my family, I 
will remain forever grateful.
If you ever find yourself around 
Episcopal Academy, do not hesitate to 
visit me!
With continued blessing,
Michael+      

After a season of lite offerings and 
somewhat diminished choral plans 
thanks to COVID, we are looking 
forward to some stability and normalcy 
beginning in September. We have a 
robust schedule planned, and we are 
thinking outside of the box for some 
very special additions to the music 
season. I’d like to give a few highlights 
into the upcoming 2022-2023 season 
of Music at The Redeemer. 
For the past few years, we have had to 
cancel two international choir tours. 
I’m happy to announce that at the end 
of next season we have a choir tour 
planned in select cities of Germany and 
France. We will begin in Heidelberg, 
Germany, spending only a few days in 
that country before making our way 
to France, beginning in Strasbourg 
and ending in Paris. Why France? Great 
question. After spending two months 
there on sabbatical, and experiencing 
over 23 church services, it became 
quite apparent to me that France is by 
no means known for choral singing. 
To be sure, the culture and vibrancy 
of the arts is alive in that country, 
the organists are amazing and the 
churches are awe-inspiring. However, 
in each church I visited, the choral 
singing was either exceptionally weak 
or nonexistent altogether. I’ve come 
to learn that it is good to choose a 
destination where our ensembles will 

have the biggest impact, and where 
they can fill a need that’s not already 
met. This will hit that mark. 
Why tours? We include tours as they 
are an important bonding activity 
for our ensembles, particularly 
given the intergenerational aspect 
of our music program. They aid in 
recruiting and retaining membership 
and contextualize what we do on a 
weekly basis at The Redeemer. Most 
importantly, choir tours serve as 
exceptional musical outreach for our 
parish, bringing music to people and 
places that do not have the blessing 
of a robust music program. This 
activity enables the choir to take on 

an ambassadorial role for the parish, 
creating a much larger, global, footprint 
for The Redeemer. 
What about the rest of our season? 
Well, we have something special to 
look forward to nearly every month, 
beginning in October. Not only will we 
feature our beloved annual offerings of 
Lessons & Carols, Dining with Divas, 
a Mozart in March concert, and the 
annual Garden Party, but Music at 
The Redeemer is partnering up with 
a Philadelphia-based organization 
called Artcinia. This is a non-profit 
organization comprised of professional 
musicians whose mission is to bring 
music into neighborhoods that have 

very limited opportunity or means 
to experience it. Throughout the 
season, The Redeemer will host four 
different evenings of varied musical 
programs that will enable Artcinia to 
offer equitable access to the arts in 
neighborhoods of Philadelphia and its 
surrounding communities. Our hope 
is to create meaningful community 
engagement and enrichment through 
this unique outreach component of our 
music program, both on our campus 
and off of it. 
We have put together a music season 
brochure that lays out all of these 
events and their details. This will be 
mailed by the end of June. Please 
consider one or all of these events, 
as well as becoming a benefactor of 
the music series or a named concert 
sponsor. Details may be found in the 
forthcoming brochure.
We have far-ranging plans for next 
season. We are offering events that 
invite more people into our space 
while creating space for others to 
experience what we are so fortunate 
to enjoy on a weekly basis. All of this 
helps us offer music beyond measure. 
For more ways on how to support 
our music program or how you might 
become involved as a volunteer or 
member of the music committee please 
contact Michael Diorio at mdiorio@
TheRedeemer.org.

More Garden Party photos on TheRedeemer.org

Until I became a father, I hadn’t been 
quite as aware of the drastic changes 
that can occur in one’s life throughout 
the shortness of three years. It’s an 
odd thing, but I’ve more-or-less 
lived in three-year blocks for the past 
dozen years of my life. I received 
an undergraduate degree; I went to 
graduate school and got my first job 
as a therapist; I went to seminary; and 
then I came here and served with you 
all at The Redeemer. During each of 
those 2–4-year segments, my life ebbed 
and flowed with the currents of history 
and with the unique circumstances 
of my life. I grew, I changed, and I 
brought my altered self into the next 

so, noW What?


