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Do we know what we are saying 
when we say “Christ is Risen”? It is, of 
course, the unsurprising proclamation 
of Easter Sunday. No one is taken 
aback by this or otherwise unsettled 
by the prominence of this declaration. 
But as Robert Jenson has pointed 
out*, it’s important that we know 
what we are affirming. For if it’s 
simply the resurrection or the belief 
in some kind of life after death, this 
does not automatically qualify as “good 
news.” Jenson is quick to note, in 
both a provocative and serious tone, 
that the resurrection of persons like 
Attilla or Hitler would not be a wholly 
welcomed event. Their deaths, and 
the permanence of them, relieved 
the world of much barbarism and 
evil. Any kind of reversal or negation 

By Peter VanderVeen

For the Wellbeing oF our World

of this would strike many people as 
woeful. So Jenson is keen to insist that 
resurrection is, and can be, a joyful 
announcement only because it is Jesus, 
and Jesus alone, who has been raised. 
And yet, often, Easter is celebrated 
as our festive, corporate 
acknowledgement that we may 
presume that dying isn’t actually 
anyone’s end. Death is no longer much 
of a big deal. I’ve probably officiated at 
more than eight hundred funerals, and 
only very rarely is it not mentioned that 
the deceased is now very busy and very 
happy doing—somewhere—what he or 
she most liked to do on earth, whether 
this is golf, or sailing, or playing 
cribbage, or holding court with a whole 
host of relatives who died earlier. This 
is a narrative continually voiced, in 
countless variations. And no one, at 
least in my experience, adds to this 
that such natural immortality may also 
lead others who have died to continue 
the mischief and abuse that had most 
characterized their own interests in 
their lifetime. At most, some speculate 

that some in heaven might not be at all 
pleased to see some others. In the public 
imagination, surviving death no longer 
includes or depends on someone’s 
becoming a better person; it seems now 
to open up a new world of limitless 
opportunity for enjoyment, however 
that might be found. Except for the 
fact that resurrection is not a term or 
an event that is immediately applicable 
to everyone. We state explicitly 
that the resurrection is only true of 
Christ. Even in our most egalitarian 
enthusiasms we do not try to amend 
this Easter declaration by proclaiming 
“Christ and all the dead are risen,” or 
“Christ and all believers,” or “Christ 
and those who earned God’s favor,” or 
“Christ and at least a few of the saints.” 
We don’t declare this, frankly, and in 
part, because we do not truly know 
what we can claim as certain enough 
to assert. But, more to the point, 
Christ’s resurrection is not primarily 
about Jesus’ survival after death. More 
fundamentally, it is God’s revelation 
that we can neither kill God nor, of 

ourselves, expunge God’s grace from 
our lives. Jesus was crucified because 
he proved to be the God whom no 
one wanted — the God who couldn’t 
be employed to see to the wishes of 
those who invoked him. Jesus became 
a bother because he wasn’t useful to 
any of the kingdoms struggling for 
dominance at the time. So it seemed 
best to just about everyone simply 
to eliminate him. Easter, however, 
is the church’s celebration that God 
triumphed over the worst we could 
do. As human beings, we have no more 
severe weapon than death; and even 
death cannot thwart God or God’s 
purposes. For Christ is risen. And it 
is Christ, then, who is Lord. And it is 
Christ alone who will stand after every 
other presumed leader falls. So, at the 
last, it is Christ who will remain. 
This is especially “Good News” 
when the tyrants of our time seem 
determined to have their way by means 
of indiscriminate slaughter. The most 
fearsome aspect of the war in Ukraine Organized around 
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Ministries with Children

is that the standing rules of international 
order suddenly had no power in 
preventing national advance by armed 
conflict. One gets what one wants by 
inflicting suffering and death; whoever 
is willing to be most brutal wins. And 
citizens are mere chattel. This puts all of 
us at risk; and we had thought we had 
put this threat behind us. Violence has 
a way of escalating in fury, which raises 
the anxiety of our being completely 
uncertain of what will happen in the 

coming weeks and months. A different 
specter haunts us. 
But Easter is the assurance that no 
tyrant gets the last word. In ways 
beyond our capacity to imagine, God 
triumphs, particularly when others 
try to make gains by the power of 
death. The hell we visit upon others 
has no power to stay, because God, 
with infinite grace, has overcome the 
death we inflict. It’s so very important 
and edifying to remember and recite 

We are easter PeoPle

One of my favorite exercises with the 
kids after telling them a Bible story is 
to ask them two questions. First, “What 
was your favorite part of the story?” 
And second, “What part of the story 
did you think was the most important 
part?” More often than not, they 
answer these questions very differently. 
So it came as no surprise to me that 
their answers differed when I asked 
them their favorite holiday, and then 
what was the most important holiday.
Top on the list of favorites was 
Christmas, closely followed by their 
birthdays (they count as holidays right?) 
and Halloween. Their answers seemed 
to have a direct correlation between 
the amounts of sugar/gifts associated 
with each holiday. 
And while Christmas also topped the 
list of most important, Easter was a 
close second. Whew…they have their 
priorities straight and our work is 
done, right?

While I breathe a sigh of relief that our 
kids understand the important role 
both Christmas and Easter play within 

Christianity, I also am mindful that 
Christmas often takes center stage in 
many of our minds and lives. It makes 

sense. The miracle of Christ’s birth, 
while mysterious, is easier to wrap 
our minds around than a resurrected 
and ascended Christ. 
But within the life of the Church, 
it is all centered around Easter. 
The miracle of Christmas may 
set everything in motion, but the 
miracle of the resurrection changes 
everything. Resurrection compels us 
to look at the world through a new 
lens. God’s redemption comes not in 
a conquering hero but in a suffering 
servant. Victory comes not high on a 
mountain top but in the depths of a 
tomb. God’s love is given to all, not 
just a select few. 
As Christians, we are Easter people. 
The resurrection calls us to come 
together, proclaim the glory of God 
and live differently. This Eastertide, 
let us be continually reminded that it 
is in the resurrection that we find our 
identity and hope as Christians.

Join us for the joyous return of the Egg Hunt following the 9:30am service on Easter Day.

this as a community. It provides balm 
and strength and the joy that comes 
when grace is shown to be impossibly 
resilient. This is what we proclaim. 
It’s a light in any darkness. This Easter, 
come and add your voice; invite a 
friend; take someone with you—
for the good you’ll gain and for the 
wellbeing of our world. 

* Robert Jensen: Systematic Theology

easter 
memorials

Please send the names of the people you wish 
remembered in the Easter Memorials. There is 
a suggested $25 per name. Please mark these as 
Easter Memorials and send them to the Parish 
Office, att. Fran Merritt, by April 13. Be sure to 
write the name(s) clearly so that we don’t make 
a mistake. You can do it online as well at: www.
TheRedeemer.org/donate_flowers.
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musiC Program uPdates
By daVid Woods - Music coMMittee chair

aWakened aCtivity
By Jo ann Jones

So begins e.e. cummings poem, in 
Just-. The opening line of this poem 
captures some of the sensuousness of 
spring. One can feel the gooeyness of 
mud as it oozes through one’s fingers, 
the warmth or chill of the earth. It 
draws one into the drama that once 
again the earth is giving birth to itself. 
And the thrill of all this is almost 
indescribable. So, too, is one can 
imagine the sense of pain of the earth 
as it gives birth to itself once again and 
comes alive. 
Spring is marked by awakened activity. 
Dormant plants and animals reappear 
and reproduce. Buds open, flowers 

blossom and birds migrate north. 
Warmth replaces cold, days lengthen. 
Forests and fields turn from brown to 
yellow to deep green. Another growing 
season begins. Insects reappear in large 
numbers. Wildflowers carpet the forest 
floor. In streams and ponds life takes 
on vibrancy. Crayfish, snails, freshwater 
clams and flat worms, larval and adult 
insects can be observed in vernal ponds 
and woodland streams. Frogs and 
salamanders are courting and laying 
eggs.
In spring, what is remarkable is the 
changeability of one day to the next. 
Birds come and go. Trees and flowers 

bud, blossom within a few days. 
Animals of all kinds are more easily 
seen as many are dispersing and 
attempting to establish new territories.
The blooming of flowers heralds 
spring’s arrival—magnolias, maples, 
laurels, rhododendrons and red birds, 
herbaceous species of forest flowers, 
all having colorful and conspicuous 
flowers. Other trees, such as oaks, 
birches, hickories, elms, ashes are 
coming into their own as they fill out 
with new and fresh leaves.  
Abruptly on a spring morning, 
following a warm front from the south, 
tress in the forest, park or back yard 
may be filled with warblers, thrushes, 
orioles, tanagers and grosbeaks. The 
next day, the wave has passed, followed 
shortly by another wave of birds. 
Waves contain different groups of 
species, who must be able to survive 
the journey. Food must be readily 
available. Warm fronts increase insect 
activity. The tail winds make for a 
more energy efficient flight. Flocking 

guards against predators and teaches 
first year birds the location of favorable 
habitats and discovery of food sources. 
The community is initiating its new 
members as it embraces new life. 
How very appropriate that we should 
celebrate Easter in spring.

As I write this, the music program 
is running smoothly during Michael 
Diorio’s sabbatical. This is thanks to 
Michael’s meticulous planning, and the 
remarkable assistance of staff singers 
Katy Hutchings and Hope Knight. 
We are also blessed with the talents 
of interim organist Paul Fleckenstein 
and our Michael Stairs Organ Scholar, 
Alexander Leonardi. While the choirs 
continue to support worship with 
beautiful music, we nevertheless are 
looking forward to Michael’s return 
after Easter so we can begin prepar-
ing for the resumption of our greatly 
missed Garden Party. This year, after 
a two-year absence, it will be held 
on Sunday, May 15. One change 
we eagerly anticipate is the chance 
to celebrate here on our campus in 
the courtyard and patio area of our 
renovated Parish House. Look for 
invitations to be mailed out in early 
April and mark your calendars for this 
wonderful event.
One unfortunate piece of news is the 
decision to postpone our choir tour to 
England this summer. Having already 
cancelled a tour in the Summer of 
2020 due to the spread of COVID 19, 
we were looking forward to traveling 
again as borders opened up and the 
risk of contagion abated. However 
the onset of hostilities in Ukraine, 
and the uncertainty of conditions in 
Europe have prompted a significant 
number of this year’s participants to 
choose to opt out. We have reached a 

deadline for commitment that would 
sizably increase the penalties for later 
cancellation, so with the support of the 
Music Committee, Michael and Peter 
Vanderveen made the decision to post-
pone this summer’s trip and look for a 
new destination in 2023.
Looking ahead to the next season, plans 
are already underway for a full and 
vibrant music program beginning next 
fall. Details will be forthcoming as we 
confirm commitments with other musi-
cians who will perform with us. Stay 
tuned.

ihn Celebrates 30 years
Interfaith Hospitality Network of the Main Line (IHN-ML) served its very first 
family in May 1992 when staff and parishioners at Our Mother of Good Coun-
sel, Bryn Mawr, welcomed Lonnie and daughters, Karma and Jasmine, to their 
campus for shelter and support. Soon, Lori and children, Jessica and Scottie, were 
the second family to be welcomed by IHN volunteers at OMGC. Today, Karma, 
Jasmine, Jessica and Scottie are “thirty-somethings,” likely with their own fami-
lies. From those initial guests and volunteers, Interfaith Hospitality Network – 
soon to be known as Family Promise of the Main Line – will mark its 30th anniver-
sary with a celebration on April 26, 6-8 PM, at Our Mother of Good Counsel.
Redeemer has been working with IHN for decades, hosting families and preparing 
meals.  Last fall, our own Redeemer parishioner, Mary Hopkins, was honored by 
IHN for her dedicated service to and support of IHN!
If, over these 30 years or as recently as our last (or upcoming) IHN hosting, you 
have ever made a casserole, brought a meal, set up a cot, played with children, 
served on a committee or board, attended an event, made a donation or a gift, or 
care about your parish’s outreach, please accept IHN’s gratitude and

CELEBRATE 30 YEARS WITH US!
Tuesday, April 26, 2022

Our Mother of Good Counsel Parish
31 Pennswood Road, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Meal & Celebration

Music by the Jazz Sanctuary
Click here to register: IHN-ML 30th Anniversary or visit https://e.givesmart.
com/events/pC5/
Contact Andrea Cayley cayley6@gmail.com for questions or more information 
about IHN.

By andrea cayley

Redeemer Youth Group, 
sponsored by the Outreach 
Committee, will be host-
ing Rise Against Hunger on 
April 24th from 12-3 pm 
at the parish house. This is 
a multi-generational parish 
wide event that everyone is 
invited to attend. We will 
package 10,000 meals for 
people living in extreme 
poverty all over the globe.  Please join us for meaningful work in a wonderful 
environment that celebrates the many hands that can contribute to address-
ing hunger.

in Just-spring

when the world is mud-luscious
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! – Death and New Life
Sundays April 24 to May 22, 10:45am, Masterman Hall

By Michael PalMisano

“Thou only art immortal, the creator 
and maker of mankind; and we are 
mortal, formed of the earth, and unto 
earth shall we return. For so thou didst 
ordain when thou createdest me, say-
ing, ‘Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return.’ All we go down to the 
dust; yet even at the grave we make our 
song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.” (BCP 
482).
The lines above are from our Prayer 
Book’s burial service. On the surface, 
it may seem incongruous to talk about 
death, dying, and burials during the fes-
tive season of Eastertide, but one might 
argue that this is the best time of the 
Church year for us to talk about them. 
While the burial service functions in 
many ways, at its core, the service is 
an Easter celebration – a celebration of 
resurrection. When a funeral is cel-
ebrated, we deck the church in white, 
bring out the Paschal candle, and fill 
the air with “alleluias,” as we proclaim 
the great resurrection hope that we 
hold to as Christians. In this way, funer-
als aren’t merely a “celebration of life,” 
but a “celebration of new life.”
All the Church’s celebrations nurture 
and equip us with the ability to speak 
of death in a meaningful way, but it 
is the funeral service that holds the 
potential to address the deep longing 
in the human heart that is grief. One 
of the unique beauties of the Christians 
story is that it can speak of both grief 
and hope in the same breath. When we 
situate ourselves deeply in our Chris-
tian tradition and allow ourselves to 
be formed by it, a voice of hope in the 
face of death can be heard in all our 
prayers, actions, and liturgies. This is 
why our final lines of the burial service 
as festive shouts of “Alleluia!” 
Recognizing that there is nothing for-
mulaic about the journey of death and 
dying, this Eastertide discussion series 
will attempt to address some of the 
most salient issues that confront us at 
times of loss.  Come be a part of these 
discussions of hope in the face of death.
For questions, please reach out to Mi-
chael Palmisano.

April 24, Joanne Glusman &  
Dr. Dawn Seiders,
Bryn Mawr Hospital 
Palliative Care
Joanne B. 
Glusman, MSW, 
LSW, APHSW-C
Joanne Glusman 
is a social worker 
with over 30 years 

of experience in health care. Joanne 
holds several positions. At Bryn 
Mawr Hospital, she is a member 
of the Palliative Care Team. She 
is faculty at the hospital’s Family 
Practice Residency Program and 
teaches physician assistant students, 
as Adjunct faculty,at Jefferson 

University (formerly Philadelphia 
University PA Program). She is also 
on the faculty at Main Line Health’s 
DRE&I Initiative. Joanne teaches 
providers to communicate more 
effectively, and has expertise in 
sexual health history taking, creating 
welcoming medical environments to 
the LGBTQ communities, advance 
care planning, crisis intervention, and 
delivering bad news. Joanne holds a 
Master’s degree in Social Work, from 
The University of Pennsylvania, and is a 
Certified Advance Palliative Care Social 
Worker Practitioner.
Dawn E. Seiders, M.D. 

Dr. Seiders is a 
board-certified 
Hospice and 
Palliative Medicine 
physician who 
practices at Bryn 
Mawr Hospital as 
part of the Palliative 
Care team, which is 
an interdisciplinary 

group focusing on patients with serious 
illness. Prior to joining MainLine 
Health, she spent years working in a 
variety of settings including a private 
cancer hospital, urban hospitals, and 
as a medical director for hospice. Dr. 
Seiders is a graduate of Penn State 
College of Medicine and the MS 
Hershey Medical Center Internal 
Medicine program. 
May  1, Jo Ann Jones

Pastoral Care and Last 
Rites
The Book of 
Common Prayer 
encourages families 
to notify clergy 
when a person is 
near death so that 

the “ministrations of the Church 
may be provided.” This is a series of 
prayers in which family and friends 
may participate, and also a time when 
clergy stand beside the sick. We assist 
our members in staring down the 
seeming emptiness of death until the 
truth emerges, that love is as strong as 
death. Join us this morning as Jo Ann 
leads us in a discussion of the Church’s 
response to pastoral concerns that arise 
during end-of-life care. 
May 8,  Rodger McKinney & Peter 

Vanderveen 
Funerals and Burials in 
the Church
Rodger is the 
Owner/Supervisor 
of Chadwick & 
McKinney Funeral 
Home and has been 
a parishioner of The 

Redeemer for decades. Together, he 
and Peter have conducted countless 
funeral arrangements and burials at 
The Redeemer and have walked with 

families through their own journeys 
of grief, mourning, remembrance, 
and celebration. Join us this morning 
as Rodger and Peter open for us the 
ways in which funerals and burials are 
prepared, how we might choose to be 
remembered, how we might remember 
our loved ones. 
May 15, Joseph Kelly

Death and Grief
Joseph Kelly has served 
as the the Director of 
Programs at Peter’s 
Place, Radnor, PA 
since 2018. Since 
2001 Peter’s Place 
has sought to provide 
safe and supportive 

environments to grieving children and 
families and to act as a community 
resource to foster understanding of 
the effects of death and grief. Joseph 
interned at Peter’s Place, and was 
later hired as the first Outreach 
Coordinator, from 2007-2008. He then 
spent 10 years working as a mental 
health therapist at Valley Forge Military 
Academy and College. Joseph is also 
employed at Club La Maison, where he 
is a certified personal trainer. It is here 

where he runs a small private practice 
working with teens and young adults, 
combining exercise and talk therapy. 
Joseph earned his bachelor’s degree 
in psychology and master’s degree 
in clinical psychology from West 
Chester University and is licensed 
in Pennsylvania as a professional 
counselor.
May 22, Peter Vanderveen

The Body as a 
Location of Holiness or 
Desecration
In this final week of 
our series Peter will 
address the ways in 
which we as a people 
might locate holiness 
or desecration in 

the human body. The ways in which 
we treat the bodies of the dead speak 
powerfully of the way in which we 
treat the bodies of the living. How 
might our rituals around death and 
dying allow us to live more fully in the 
present, and more consciously of the 
divine? Join us this morning as Peter 
leads us in an exploration of holiness as 
it might be found in the human body.

Parish businesslessons learned
By Jay einsPanier

Just over a 
year ago, we 
moved from our 
temporary offices 
at 211 Pennswood 
Road back into 
our renovated 
Parish House. I 
know it seems a bit 
unworldly but it is 
true. Hanging on my wall is out official 
Certificate of Occupancy from the 
Lower Merion Township Building and 
Planning Department dated March 17, 
2021. A special thanks goes out or up 
to St. Patrick.
So, what have we learned?
First, it is a beautiful, well-designed 
building. Visitors and users alike enjoy 
the space and consistently deliver 
abundant compliments. Our neighbors 
greatly appreciate the exterior 
appearance, landscaping, and especially 
the welcoming “dog watering station.”
Second, the space is extremely 
flexible. Due to Covid, we have had 
to repurpose some space, adding a bit 
of technology here and there, while 
at the same time inserting a bit more 
space between chairs and tables. A 
good example was the Annual Meeting, 
which was held both in- person and via 
Zoom with two large screens and more 
people attending on line than sitting 
in Burns Hall. The choirs also took 

advantage of some 
unintended but 
much appreciated 
rehearsal space!
Third, it is a 
sophisticated 
building. This 
statement 
primarily applies 
to the various 

technical systems throughout the 
building. We are subject to more 
inspections than before (elevator, 
kitchen, and fire suppression systems 
to name just three). Additionally, 
the HVAC system, while offering 
a multitude of options, also has a 
multitude of individual heating and 
cooling elements, which require more 
frequent inspection. The energy-
efficient heating systems have driven 
our normal gas usage way down, but 
simultaneously increased our electricity 
use. 
Fourth, the immense amount of time 
and effort on the part of so many 
parishioners has and will continue to 
pay dividends. Your skilled and loving 
contributions in both the planning 
and design stages over many years 
is now bearing fruit. This is a warm, 
welcoming, well designed “House” 
which will serve the Parish for decades 
to come. 
Thank You! 

Parish business


